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J.A. BAUGHMAN
HISTORY AWARD
ANNOUNCED
St. PauPs United
Methodist Church,
Rochester
The Detroit Conference Commission on
Archives and History is pleased to
announce that the 2008 J.A. Baughman
Church History Award has been
bestowed upon St. Paul's United
Methodist Church in Rochester.
St. Paul's submitted its entry in book
form, accompanied by a DVD featuring
excerpts from the book.
The book itself is entitled Our
Heritage ... The Stepping Stones to our
Future: 1858-2008 and one will be
excused if the first inclination is to flip
through the pages admiring the
aesthetically-pleasing visuals; color and
black-and-white photos, unique graphics
depicting the Methodist heritage, the
church's beginnings in Michigan, and
the early history of Oakland County.
Most every page features a line of
colored stepping stones which illustrate
the theme of path taken by St. Paul's
through the years, and lead to an
examination and review ofthe many
missions and ministries of the church adult and youth ministries, men' s and
women 's organizations, and missions to
Appalachia and around the world. The
section on the music ministry is
especially interesting in that not only is
there a review of the ministry itself and
those who have served within, a history
of the pipe organs St. Paul 's has utilized
during their hi story is featured. Even
more inviting is a photographic and

textual history of the stained glass
windows in the St. Paul's sanctuary.
As beautiful as the photos and graphics
are, the text they accompany is
exhaustive, well-documented, and
interesting. The first section of the book
is designed in a chronological timeline,
highlighting milestones and
achievements celebrated by the church
over the years. Along the way, in-depth
biographical profiles of each minister
who served St. Paul's are included,
accompanied by a photograph when
possible. There is also a thorough index
(with errata, though the errors are few).
This book and DVD are the result of
years of work by a host of individuals
through different eras of the church. As
the preface points out, the book is a
compilation and draws upon the work of
Dr. Lewis Curtis and his team, who
assembled the centennial history in
1958; Darrell 0. Rogers, past chairman
of History and Archives, compiled a
hi story of the church 's early years; Dr.
Timothy R. Hickley shared material
from his doctorial thesis on the history
of Methodi sm in Michigan. Mary
Watson headed the current project and
its creation, with an able hand from
Phyllis and Dave Rickabus, longtime,
active members of St. Paul's.
If you have a moment, please stop by the
archives during Annual Conference to
look through this beautiful book and
appreciate the time and effort expended
to produce this year' s winning entry.
The Commission on Archives and
History congratulates Mary, Dave, and
Phyl lis and everyone associated with St.
Paul 's United Methodist Church on their
achievement.

J.A. Baughman Church History of the Year Award 2009
Application Form
Detroit Annual Conference Commission on Archives and History
Deadline: January 15, 2010
The Commission on Archives and History is sponsoring its third annual Church History
of the Year competition. Send in a written history, a video history of your church or even
the link to a website detailing the story of your church. The Commission will recognize
the best entry at Annual Conference.
Contestants are under no strict guidelines: Past entries have included formal written
histories complete with oral histories, video interviews with longtime congregation
members and church historians, photographs, building histories, video/audio recordings
of sermons and special services, and all of the above. The only limitation is your
imagination.
If your church would like to participate in the Detroit Conference's church history
competition, please fill out this application and submit it to the Historian/Archivist at the
address li sted below along with your church's most recent history. Questions and
comments may also be sent to the Historian/Archivist.
Church Information:
Name of church:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
Church website (if applicable):
Contact Person/phone, e-mail:
Format (circle all that apply): Print

Video (DVDNHS)

Website

Other

Date history was compiled
Submit application and entry to:
Matt May, Historian/Archivist
Archive of the Detroit Conference of the United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, M.I 49221
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Lincoln's Bicentennial and his Ties to Methodi<Jm
In this year of considerable historic significance, we celebrate the 2001h anniversary of
Abraham Lincoln's birth. As no other American has or probably ever will, Lincoln's
words and the story of his life maintains its grip on the populace. Politicians on every
side of every issue attempt to invoke his name in advancing their cause; biographers and
historians delve into archives and libraries to present new perspectives on the life of the
sixteenth president. When it seems that every aspect of Lincoln has been covered, a new
book or work is introduced.
One facet of Lincoln's political life that has barely been touched upon is his extensive
relationship with Methodists and the Methodist Episcopal Church during his political
career. Lincoln's contests against and work with influential Methodists of his day are not
only intriguing, but give us a further understanding of Lincoln's religious philosophy and
the support upon which he relied to preserve the Union during the Civil War.
As has been well-documented, Abraham Lincoln was looked upon as something of an
anomaly when it came to the traditional mores of religious worship of the mid-19 1h
century. Lincoln believed in God but worshipped in his inimitable way. He was not a
member of any mainline denomination and did not always attend church services. Many
of his friends and colleagues in the legal profession commented on Lincoln's avowed
distaste for the ritual and ceremony of traditional Christianity; others considered him an
infidel. Yet at the end of his life, it was a Methodist bishop who stood before Lincoln's
coffin to declare the martyred president's religiosity.
I::n£i.dei :for Co::ng:ress?

In 1846, Lincoln ran for the United States Congress in Illinois and he was matched
against one of the most prominent representatives of early American Methodism in the
person of Peter Cartwright.
Like Lincoln, Cartwright was a child of the frontier and grew up in Logan County,
Kentucky. Cartwright spent his early adulthood engaged in gambling on horses and
imbibing generously, but was called to the ministry after a night of drunken debauchery
when, as he described it, "Divine light flashed all round me, unspeakable joy sprung up in
my soul. I rose to my feet, opened my eyes, and it really seemed as ifl was in heaven; the
trees, the leaves on them, and everything seemed, and I really thought were, praising
God." Soon he was preaching locally and ordained as an elder by Bishop Asbury in 1804.
Cartwright rode the circuit and moved to Sangamon County, Illinois, in 1824. As Lincoln
did, Cartwright quickly became popular in his new surroundings thanks to sermons on all
subjects and flan1boyant exhortations to evangelization.

Cartwright's popularity got him elected to the Illinois state legislature, where his roughand-tumble debate tactics gave him even more notice. These traits he would bring to the
1846 race against Lincoln.
In the words of Lincoln's first biographer, John Scripps, the circuit riding lawmaker
chose a campaign strategy of"his own peculiar way of electioneering." Cartwright's
peculiar way of electioneering included publicly branding Lincoln as an infidel, a scoffer
of Christianity in general, and one who disdained its practice within particular
denominations.
Such denunciations were in the typical fashion of the day, leaving the plaintive wailing
about "negative attack ads" in contemporary politics laughably soft. Consider this blatant
insult of Lincoln by Cartwright as related by Don Seitz: "This Lincoln is a man of six feet
four inches tall, but so angular that if you should drop a plummet from the center of his
head it would cut him three times before it touched his feet."
For his part, Lincoln volleyed with his preferred method of mockery, the use of
homespun stories. As Rufus Rockwell Wilson documented, Lincoln made hay out of
Cartwright's elusiveness on a particular issue, which reminded Lincoln "of a hunter he
once knew who recognized the fact that in the summer the deer were red and in winter
gray, and at one season therefore a deer might resemble a calf. The hunter had brought
down one at a long range when it was hard to see the difference, and boasting of his
marksmanship had said 'I shot at it so as to hit it if it was a deer and miss it if it was a
calf"'
Despite Lincoln's popularity (he himself had been elected to the legislature), he had a
significant obstacle to clear in Cartwright, who was not only popular, but was running in
a district that had a considerable number of Methodists. But Cartwright was puzzled and
subsequently obsessed by what her perceived as Lincoln's religious shortcomings.
Cartwright was convinced Lincoln was a Deist and, therefore, unworthy of representing
the people of the district. Certainly not without the clergyman's approval ("I'm Peter
Cartwright and I approve this message"?) many of Cartwright's supporters spread the
accusation of infidelity throughout the district. Lincoln chose to meet the charge with a
well-timed public appearance - one of Cartwright's evangelistic rallies.
With hi s sharp eye, Cartwright noticed Lincoln in attendance and demanded of the
audience their answer to his offer of salvation. All gave their assent with the notable
exception of Abraham Lincoln, who sat stoically. Cartwright thought he had his prey
cornered and asked his opponent that if he did not declare himself where it was he
thought he was going.
As documented by Carl Sandburg, Lincoln rose and issued a reply that demonstrated his
mental acuity punctuated with a confident prediction: "I came here as a respectful
li stener. I did not know that I was to be singled out by Brother Cartwright. I believe in
treating religious matters with due solemnity. I admit that the questions propounded by
Brother Cartwright are of great importance. I did not feel called upon to answer as the

rest did. Brother Cartwright asks me directly where I am going. I desire to reply with
equal directness: I am going to Congress." So he did.
Lincoln went to Washington and served only one term, thereafter wandering the political
wilderness until the mid-1850s when the great controversies over the extension of slavery
brought him to the nation's attention and, eventually, world renown. While Cartwright
supported fellow Democrat Stephen Douglas over Lincoln for the Senate and the
presidency, the preacher came not only to admire Lincoln but publicly defend him. Near
the end of his life, Cartwright was feted at the 1869 Illinois General Conference, whose
hierarchy laid aside the usual order for a day of celebration. Ministers went on at length
in praise of Cartwright and Cartwright said "with all the labors and sufferings peculiar to
the life of a Methodist traveling preacher, I would take, if it was left to my choice, the
same track over again with the same religion to bear me up, rather than be President of
the United States."
The jubilee was held and Cartwright's remarks delivered at Lincoln Methodist Church in
Lincoln, Illinois.

As we know, Lincoln assumed the presidency under the most difficult circumstances in
our nation's history; in fact, Lincoln faced divi sion and the threat of disunion
immediately upon winning the presidency, Abraham Lincoln had at least one prominent
Methodist to thank for the Union's tenuous hold on the state of Maryland. With the
exception of the Baltimore Conference (part of which lay in Virginia), the border
Conferences passed resolutions in 1861 expressing loyalty to the government and
Lincoln. Maryland was governed by Thomas H. 1-Iicks, an active member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church and Union to the core. Throughout the South, special
sessions of the several state legislatures were cal.led in order to debate and vote upon
secession. Governor Hicks refused to call the Maryland legislature into session, and the
state's strategic and symbolic importance was held for the United States.
The Baltimore Conference retaliated at its 1862 meeting when 66 ministers and over
22,000 members withdrew, many resurfacing among three independent churches in
Baltimore. These congregations and clergy would remain under close scrutiny throughout
the remainder of the war and one minister - John H. Dashiel - was imprisoned by the
military for disloyalty in 1863.
On the other hand, William Warren Sweet points out that the 1862 session of the
Philadelphia Conference required every candidate for admission to answer the following
question: "Are you in favor of sustaining the Union, the Government, and the
Constitution of the United States against the present Rebellion?"
Such fervor was common in the northern conferences. Many passed resolutions,
administered oaths of allegiance to the Union, and listened to orators representing various
causes dedicated to the defeat ofthe Confederacy. The 1862 Conference declared its will

to "besiege the Throne of God in behalf of the cause of liberty and good order ... " In 1863
the Central Ohio Conference announced "Loyalty to our government is our motto; that
we hate treason under whatever garb it appear." As Sweet relates, clergy members often
organized recruitment drives in Methodist churches and in 1862 it was reported that 63
Methodist ministers held Union anny commissions as colonels, lieutenant colonels,
captains, and other officers. Some of the Methodist ranks included future presidents
Ulysses S. Grant, Rutherford B. Hayes, and William McKinley.
President Lincoln did not let this support pass without acknowledgement. When the
General Conference of 1864 sent a delegation to the White Ho~se carrying the sympathy
and support of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Lincoln read his response aloud. In part,
he said:

"Nobly sustained as the government has been by all churches, I would utter nothing
which might in the least appear invidious against any Yet without this it may be fairly
said that the Methodist Episcopal Church, not less devoted than the best, is by its greater
numbers the most important of all. It is no fault in others that the Methodist Church sends
more soldiers to the field, more nurses to the hospitals, and more prayers to heaven than
any God bless the Methodist Church! Bless all the churches! and blessed be God, who in
this our great trial giveth us the churches. "
~i..gh..-ti.n..g ~reacher
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One Methodist clergyman in the ranks was Rev. James F. Jaquess, who joined the Union
forces and was integral to the organization of the 73 rd Illinois Regiment, known as the
"Preacher Regiment" because of the inordinate amount of ministers within. Lincoln and
Jaquess crossed paths in Illinois in the 1840s as they rode the judicial and pastoral
circuits respectively. A friendship formed, and during the presidency Lincoln's respect
and trust for Jaquess placed the minister in circumstances necessitating a secret mission
to the Confederate capital.
By the sumn1er of 1864, events had placed the Union cause in serious doubt. As James
McPherson relates in his recent book Tried By War, by July 4 the two tnain Union armies
were seemingly trapped near Richmond and Atlanta after having suffered combined
casualties of 95,000. The North was tired of war, grief-stricken with what seemed to be
senseless, aimless slaughter and pressure mounted on Lincoln to heed several resolutions
and conventions convened by Democrats for a cease-fire and peace talks.
Jaquess was ahead of the curve; in May 1863 proposed a mission to the Confederacy
aimed at mobilizing anti-war Methodists. With the assistance of journalist James R.
Gilmore, Lincoln was presented with the Jaquess plan. While telling Gilmore that Jaquess
as extraordinarily level-headed ("I never saw a man more so," Gilmore recalls Lincoln
saying) the president wished Jaquess to wait until further detailing his plan directly to
Lincoln in writing. Ultimate, Lincoln concluded that Jaquess could not be given
government authority for such a mission. Lincoln was very concerned about the personal
safety of Jaquess should he venture into the South.

But 1864 changed everything. Not only did Lincoln have military strategy and the costs
of war on his mind, there was the 1864 general election to consider. Lincoln's chances
for reelection looked bleak. As casualties mounted, Confederates grew more confident
that Northerners would go so far as to accept Confederate independence as a condition of
armistice. Lincoln found himself in the uncomfortable position of being unable to reject
the various peace plans floating around. The Jaquess/Gilmore plan was thus revived. The
two men received a presidential pass through Union lines in Virginia and Jefferson Davis
agreed to meet them in Richmond.
Jaquess and Gilmore reiterated Lincoln's terms, which were simply amnesty, reunion,
and emancipation. "Amnesty, sir," Davis replied, "applies to criminals. We have
committed no crime. At your door lies all the misery and crime of this war." The offer
was thus rejected, but Gilmore published an account of the meeting in Atlantic Monthly,
which deftly shifted the burden of negotiation from Lincoln to Davis, who was publicly
revealed as unwilling to reunite under any circumstances.
The two envoys were fortunate not to have spent more than the 48 hours they did spend
in Richmond. Jaquess and Gilmore narrowly escaped imprisonment in Virginia.
According to Gilmore, Judah P. Benjamin pleaded with Davis to detain the two
Northerners until after the 1864 election. Davis wisely disagreed, saying "Probably a bad
business for us anyway, but it would alienate our Northern friends should we hold these
gentlemen."
Even the public admission by Davis could not quiet the so-called Peace Democrats, who
focused on Lincoln's insistence upon emancipation as a term of cease-fire. As a
Democratic newspaper bluntly stated, "tens of thousands of white men must bite the dust
to allay the Negro mania of the president." Grant, Sherman, and Sheridan saved Lincoln's
presidency and the Northern cause in the autumn of 1864.
Jaquess returned to the ministry following the war and died in St. Paul, Minnesota, in
June 1898.

L:i.n.col.:n..'s Bishop
No Methodist serving the Union in the field, the councils of government, or in the church
was more valued by Lincoln than Bishop Matthew Simpson.
As it was with Jaquess, Lincoln became acquainted with Simpson in Illinois, when the
latter traveled to Springfield in late 1860 to solicit support for Garret Theological
Seminary. At the outbreak of war, Simpson quickly became one ofthe nation's leading
orators in support of Union, Lincoln, and emancipation. Simpson spared no quarter in his
graphic illustrations ofthe cost ofwar weighed against the costs of surrender. Simpson
delivered his orations throughout the nation and Lincoln came to trust and respect
Simpson's views and gauges of public opinion and in the days before instant polling data,
such a widely-traveled ally was indispensable. As Lincoln said, "Bishop Simpson is a

wise and thoughtful man. He travels extensively over the country, and sees things as they
are. He has no axe to grind, and, therefore, I can depend on him for such information as I
need."
Simpson was careful not to let his access to the president cause him to overstep his duties
to the church. Lincoln and Secretary of War Edwin Stanton wished Simpson to accept an
appointment to a national commission regarding the war effort, but Simpson declined on
the grounds ofhis position in the Methodist Church. However careful Simpson's personal
conduct, his relationship with the president proved a great boon for the church.
Methodists of the day were looked upon as anything but a class of high esteem. Charles
Ferguson notes that Methodists "were a religious body still fairly far down the social
scale. Their humble origins among the rejected and their early appeals primarily to the
outcasts could not be forgotten. " Because of Simpson' notoriety, Methodism was not
only respectable, but came to be continuously linked to the actions of Lincoln and the
leaders of government.
Lincoln brooked no such discomfort, and it must have amused (or bemused) Peter
Cartwright to read of such a public embrace of a Methodist minister. Lincoln sometimes
worshipped at the historic Foundry Church in Washington when Simpson preached.
Another Simpson biographer, George Richard Crooks, describes a scene in which,
following one such service, Lincoln greeted the bishop warmly and congratulated him in
a voice that all could hear on a "splendid lecture." Further, Lincoln sent Simpson in his
stead to address the Philadelphia Sanitary Fair, providing the bishop with the opportunity
to congratulate and thank the organizers on behalf of the president and the government.
Ironically enough, Lincoln's death brought a most appropriate coda to his interactions
with American Methodism. In the wake of Lincoln's assassination, Bishop Simpson
attended the Lincoln family, delivered a prayer at the White House funeral service, and
was chosen to preach the funeral sermon in Springfield. Near tb.e place where, seemingly
a lifetime before, the foremost Methodist of the West attempted to stick Lincoln with the
moniker of"infidel," a Methodist bishop presided over the bier of the slaughtered
president.
Standing beside the coffin at Oak Ridge Cemetery, Simpson tacitly acknowledged the
ongoing mystery surrounding Lincoln's faith and his distance from formal religious
ceremony and ritual but perhaps best described that faith. The bishop said of Lincoln, that
he " read the Bible frequently, loved it for its great truths, and he tried to be guided by its
precepts. He believed in Christ the Saviour of sinners, and I think he was sincere in trying
to bring his life into harmony with the principles of revealed religion. Certainly if there
ever was a man who illustrated some of the principles of pure religion, that man was our
departed president."

This article is based on a piece written by Matthew May in Touchstone Magazine. For
a copy of the original article, please contact the Archives in writing.
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