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1897 CONFERENCE CONTROVERSY
[Nancy Robinson of Mt . Pleasant
helped
your
edi tor
to
become
acquainted with Samuel C . Robinson
who was one of the founders of the
Saginaw County National Farm Loan
Association
and
se r ved
as
i ts
president
for more
than twenty
years .
He was an ordained member
of the Detroit Conference . Prior to
his ordination he was on Trial in
the Marinette Wisconsin Conference
where he served at the New London
Methodist Church in Wisconsin. The
following is a front page story from
the
l ocal
newspaper
upon
his
reappo i ntment . ]
The Methodist Conference Have a
Little Tilt over His Belief
Rev . S . C . Robinson , who has been
pastor of the Method i st Church for
two year s past has been assigned by
the conf e r ence to the New London
church another year .
Mr . Robinson
is one of the progressive pastors of
t he state , and knowi ng this some of
the o l d ministers who are as you
might t erm "moss-backs ," objected to
the o rthodox y of Mr.
Robinson.
There we re for t y - two members who
wanted to drop Mr . Robi nson , but the
motion to continue him on trial
another yea r was carri ed by a vote

of 64.
Judging from the discussion of the
conference it has but little use for
Harvard graduates
and
students.
When the ministers learned that it
was Mr. Robinson ' s desire to take a
post- graduate
course
at
that
institution , some of them threw up
their
hands
and
wanted
action
postponed un t il his return , when it
was
conceded
a
very
close
examination into his beliefs would
be necessary.
If he could pass
through
Harvard
and
come
out
unshaken
in
his
Methodism
the
brethre n thought that he would be
saved to the c h urch for all time .
The discussion over Mr . Robinson
created quite a sensation in the
Marinette conference . Mr Robinson ' s
frank stand in the matter has won
him more friends than ever.
What
his belief is , he d o es not disgu i se
and is freely out spoken wi th it. ,·,
His congregation and friends in this
city are al l pleased to have him
returned here another year.
He's
al l r i ght .

* * *
NATIVE AMERICAN FAMILY NAME CHANGE

[Pete r Cha tfiel d submitted the
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following account of the Chatfield
family and his great-great- grand
father 's time . ]
My great-great-grand fathe r
WA-WA- SlJM
About three hundred years ago Wa-waSum was born in St . Clair County and
he grew up to be hundred or more .
Then his son's name was Peny- go- wish
he lived to be good old age .
He
went to Canada now known as St .
Ann's Island and he named his son
Pemquaung and lived around St . Clair
then moved to Nepessing Lake there
he grew up and had family.
His
oldest son is named after his greatgrand father Wa - wa-Sum .
Now about
this time the Missionary came to
this part of the country.
The Missionary's name was Chatfield
so he gave us the name Chatfield .
My grand father Pemy-quaumg was
named John Chatfield and his oldest
son Wa- wa-sum was named William
Chat field .
My I nd ian name is Wabka - kah and my English name Peter
Chatfield .
The government took the Indians from
Elba reservation to Mt. Pleasant
Reservation .
John Chatfield was chosen as Chief
and about this time the Civil War
broke out so William Chatfield son
of John Chatfield the Chief enlisted
to serve in the Union Army Co . B 10
Michigan Infantry .
He returned from the war and married
Went - be- quah from Walpole Island and
raised family of two girls Lizzie &

Martha , four boys Peter , Jackson,
Dickson and Lester. We all went t o
Mt . Pleasant School later I went to
Carl isle, Pa .
Ebout My great-areat - grand father's
time
The smallpox epidemic in this part
of Michigan at that time killed lot
of the Indians .
There were no white man so our
history tells us.
That is our
history hand it down to generations.
The Chippewas had lots of burying
places.
There is one just east of
Elba one half mile on M 21.
There
my grand Mothers is buried .
The burying place has been plowed up
(by) white man . All round Nepessing
Lake the Red man is buried on the
banks of the lake.
One on Flint River high banks in
Oregon township another near Squaw
Lake and thats been dug up by white
man for relics. . And no one knows
how the arrow head were made but the
Indians knew thousand yea rs ago.
There were lots of Indian villages
in Michigan near Pontiac. There was
camping grounds for chief Pontiac.
One
north west
of
Lansing
in
Portland,
Mishim- Me - ne-con-ing
meaning the apple country .
Okemos ''
lived there.
Near Greenville was great meeting
place of Chippewas , Ottawas and ·
Pottowattomus
to
discus
the
relations of the tribes of Michigan.
Near Saginaw and Bay City was
another chief by the name Chief 0 ge- ma- ke - ga- to of Chippewas Indians.

* * *
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HANDBELL MINISTRY HISTORY

[Sometimes churches overlook the
history of significant organizations
within the church such as Church
School classes , choirs and even hand
bells.
Recently we received a
history of the Hope United Methodist
Church of Hope , Michigan .
It was
arranged chronologically with an
anecdotal statement.
In addition
there was an article describing the
history of the handbell choir from
1976 through 1996 which was adapted
from the writings by Mary Ann Korte.
The
beginning
of
that
history
follows as an example of what might
be done for an organization in your
church.)
We are so fortunate that God saw fit
to send Lyn Schultz to Hope United
Methodist Church as our church
organist in 1975. With her arrival
at Hope , a tiny seed was planted
that would bloom into a wonderful
music ministry, serving not only our
own congregation, but the Flint
community .
Shortly after Lyn ' s arrival she
began talking about hand bells . Lyn
had already worked with a handbell
choir and felt that our congregation
would enjoy the addition of hand
bells to our worship services .
In
March of 197 6 a Memorial Fund was
established towards the purchase of
hand bells.
In September of that
same year the first two octaves of
hand bells arrived .
The third
octave quickly followed in October.
We dedicated these three octaves of
hand bells in the wor ship service on
March 6 , 1977 .

Lyn quickly got down to the business
of establishing choirs and putting
the bells to use . She had an adult
and a youth (6th grade - college)
choir.
The adults rehearsed on
Wednesdays.
The youth choir's
rehearsal moved around ; they met on
Saturdays and on Sundays.
Lyn left Hope Church on September
18 , 1977 . We lost not only a church
organist, but we lost our very first
handbell di r ector .
Kay Schepse was then hired to
replace Lyn as the bell director.
The Memorial Handbell Choir rang as
a part of a Christmas concert, along
wi th the vocal choirs of Hope
Church .
Kay left in the spring of
1978 .
Linda Cooper , a member of our own
congregation, took over the bell
program in the Fall of 1978 . Linda,
at the time , was also serving as our
organist . We were fortunate to have
someone step in that was already
familiar with our people and our
church in general .
Early in her
work with the bells , Linda was able
to attend a workshop held at Bay
View
by
Don
Allured
(the
"grandfather"
of
handbell
musicianship) .
This
workshop
inspired Linda to continue our
handbell program with enthusiasm .
She also initiated plans for taking
the bel l s out into the community . <·'
The choirs rang within our worship
service and also for community
organizations . They rang at Pearce
Park Senior Center ,
the Masonic ·
Temple , and for the Cl io Boy Scout
Troop .
Linda ' s wonderful mus i cal
talent allowed her to write some
arrangements specifically used for
hand bells .
In 198 0 the fourth
octave of bel l s was added to this
growing program .
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ACQUISITION TO THE ARCHIVES

There have been nume rous recent
additions to the holdings of the
Archives .
The following list is
representative .
1. 16mm film of the 1956 General
Conference
2 . Autobiography of a Michigan
missionary working out of a Mission
Boat on the Ohio River
3. Membership books for High l and
Park First
4 . History of the Lyle
Evangeli cal Society
5. Biography of Reverend L . V.
Soldan
6 . Update of the history of the
Macon United Methodist Church
7. Hand written sermon , 1880, by
Reverend James S . Smart
8 . Records fr om the closed
church , Ogden United Methodist
9 . Materials from the closed
Zion EUB Church in Bay City

* * *

AMERICAN METHODISM AND THE WHITE
HOUSE

[Dr . William Quick , Metropolitan
United Methodist Church made some
remarks at the Genera l Conference
j ust prior to a speech by Firs t Lady
Hillary Clinton . The March/April
issue of "World Parish" contained
the complete text .
I wish there
were space for the entire message ,
but here are three paragraphs:]
The Methodist Episcopal Church
was organi zed at the Chri stmas
Confe rence
at
Lovely
Lane
in
Baltimore in 1784. In 17 89 , at the
request of the General Conference ,
Bishop Francis Asbury and Bishop

Thomas Coke called on the newlyelected
President,
George
Washington , and offered the praye r s
and support of the Methodists . This
was
the
begi nni ng
of
a
long
connection of the Methodist Church
and the White House .
It has been said that one cannot
read the history of the United
States in the nineteenth century
apart from the history of Methodism .
Be that as i t may , the facts are
five Me thodist Presidents were all
elected
In the nineteenth century
and were bo rn in states where
Methodism remains as a strong late
20th century witness : they are James
Knox Polk and Andrew Johnson of
North Carolina ; Ulysses s. Grant ,
Rutherford B . Hayes and William
McKinley of Oh i o .
Three Presidents were educated in
Uni t ed Methodi st related colleges :
James Buchanan at Dickson , William
McKinley at Alleghny College and
Richard Nixon at the Duke Univers i ty
Law School .

* * *
HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE LYLE
EVANGELICAL SOCIETY, 1914-1922

[ The following histo ry was written
by Emma Soldan and was recently
forwarded to the Archives .
It has
become
a
part of
our
growing ' '
col l ection of ma te rials on and about
churches in the Evangelical and
Uni t ed Brethren Church]
At the time whe n more settlers
chiefly from the states of Ohi o ,
Indiana
and
various
parts
of
Michigan moved into this then new
and undeveloped country about Lyle,
an interest was manifested regarding
re ligious instruction and service .

The Historical Messenger
Fall 1996
Page 5

Thereupon
a
Sunday
School
was
organized on the second Sunday in
May 1914 under t he chairmanship of
Ray Hart.
The officers elected
were: A.C.P . Evans , Superintendent;
Ernest Phipps , Asst . Superintendent;
Edna Evans , Secretary and William
Grant, Treasurer .
Mr .
Evans
held
the
office
of
superintendent for five consecutive
years, than Mr . Lewis until 1922 .
Upon invitation Rev .
Franks of
Janesfield , Ohio of the Friends
Church held a successful revival
meeting the latter part of June
1914.
The following September an
organization was effected by the
Friends by Rev.
Howard Moore of
Ypsilanti, assisted by Revs . Franks
and Short .
The number of people
uniting together were between forty
and
fifty.
This
organization
however was not in a position to
support a resident pastor, and the
Friends
Church
had
no
other
appointment close enough with which
it was practical to combine the Lyle
Society . It was therefore difficult
if
not
impossible
for
the
denomination
to
supply
regular
service.
After this for a time Rev . Frampton
of Beaverton gave a service every
two weeks .
Rev .
John Killian
(Dunkard)
had charge during the
following winter and spring 19151916 .
Rev. Morningstar and Rev.
Sumner Young of Gladwin both of the
Evangelical Church held occasional
services .
In the autumn of 1916
Rev. A. J. Hettler of Gladwin took up
the appointment of Lyle with the
compl aisant consent of the Friends

who had labored here previously.
The transition however was not rapid
for when an Evangelical class was
organized in March 1917, there were
only six charter members, namely Mr.
dnd Mrs . Joseph Jewell , Mr . and Mrs.
Pharoah Dunbar and Mr . and Mrs.
Leonard B. Dennis . .. ... .. .
Joseph
Jewell was elected class leader.
Rev. A. J. Hettler served Lyle
regularly until the spring of 1921
when Rev . D.J . Clement succeeded
him .
Rev . Hettler had too many
other appointments to be able to
preach at Lyle regularly more than
once in two weeks.
On account of
the work being divided Rev. Clement
was enabled to serve every week.
Rev . Clement not being inclined to
hold his appointment for the full
conference year resigned in October
1921 and L. V.
Soldan ,
a
local
supernumerary took charge of the
Lyle class till the Michigan Annual
Conference appointed a successor.
Rev. F . L . Burkey is the present
pastor .
In 1889 an Evangelical church was
built a t Verona , Huron Co . , Mich . A
prosperous society was sustained
there for many years .
But chiefly
on account of many removals of the
members and supporters of that
society, and other people moving
into
that
neighborhood
being
together of a different type, the
church in 1920 became defunct.
At
the Michigan Annual Conference a , ·
committee
was
appointed
and
authorized
to
dispose
of
the
property.
The Lyle soc i ety having learned of
this saw in it an opportunity and on
July 13 , 1920 a meeting was held in
the school house .
Rev . Hettler
acting as chairman. By resolution a
formal request was made to the
Conference committee to donate said
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Total Budget Recommendation $950.00

church building to the Lyle class.
Knowing in advance that the request
would be granted L.B . Lewis ,
J.
Jewell
and
A.C . P.
Evans
were
appointed as building committee .
The site for the church was donated
by Mr. R. Ross of Beaverton.
In
July 1921 the pastor , the building
committee , with other willing hands
went to Verona took down the church
and shipped the material and the
furniture to Lyle where it is being
rebuilt , largely by labor donated ,
under the skillful directions of Mr .
The class at present
A . Bruckner .
consists
of
about
thirty-five
members; enrollment in the Sunday
School is about seventy- five and an
active and efficien t
Ladies Aid
Society
has
about
twenty- five
members.

Paid to June 1996
Regular
$4.00
Sustaining $10 . 00
Supporting $25 . 00
Life
$ 1 00 . 00

MEMBERSHIP REPORT
9
33
11
_li

61
In arrears and still on file

55

One institution receives the
Messenger free : General Commission
on Archives and History . Seven
Commission members receive the
Messenger free .
Submitted by Sharon Scott ,
Secretary/Treasure

* * *
HOW DO I JOIN?

* * *
FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES
REPORT
JUNE 4 , 1996

Total Assets
5/9 United Bank & Trust $1597 . 91
6/4 Deposit UB&T
220 . 00
3/31 Unity Credit Union 1617 . 39
6/4 Total Assets
$3435 . 30
Unity Credit Union includes fund of
$1400.00 (14 life memberships - not
to be spent) {includes newest life
members : Eve r etts}
PROPOSED BUDGET 1996 TO
Books and Microfilm
Mai l ing
Off i ce Supplies
Book r epair/Archi va l
Supplie s
Update index to Mes s enger

1997
400.00
400 . 00
50.00
100 . 00
?

To join the Friends of the Archives
simply
1.
Select a Membership Category
2 . Make check payable to the
Friends of the Archives
3 . Send check to the Treasurer:
Sha r on Scott
214 E. Michigan Avenue
Clinton, Michigan 49236
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
REGULAR
SUSTAINING
SUPPORTING
LI FE

$4.00
$10 . 00
$25 . 00
$100 . 00

Officers of the Friends of the
Archives are:
Je a nne Thoma s , Chairperson
Frank Crisma n , Vice - Chairperson
Sharon Scott , Secr etar y/Treasurer

