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EARLY RELIGIOUS LIFE
NEAR HOUGHTON
[Reverend A.W. Wilson in 1886 wrote a
"Historical record of the Champion Methodist
Church." The following is an excerpt from
that paper.
It provides some historical
background for the North Central Jurisdiction
Convocation in 2002 when we will be
considering the Cornish Connection as it
related to providing clergy for the mining
region.]

It may be proper to state at the beginning of
this historical sketch that were it not for the
iron interests of this region, there would in all
probability be no settlement of white people or
any other race of human beings, in this
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vicinity, and because of this, reference to the
causes which conspired toward the opening of
the mines in this region may not be deemed
irrelevant.
Over fifty years ago, the lamented Dr. Douglas
Houghton (who unfortunately was drowned,
Oct. 18, 1845 off the mouth of Ega! River,
while endeavoring to enter the harbor in an
open boat during a storm), was commissioned
by the Legislature to make a geological survey
of this Peninsula. In his report as State
Geologist, he called the attention of the
Legislature, and the Nation as well, to the vast
mineral wealth of the Southern Shore of Lake
Superior. Special attention was given by
capitalists to the copper interests.
Numerous exploring parties were soon busy in
every direction, searching for iron, as well as
copper, following out the clue given by Dr.
Douglas. But the iron interest was not
quickened into such activity until 1844.
About the present site of the City of
Negaunee, some United States surveyors were
at work. Their attention was drawn by the
unusual variations of the needles of their
compasses, to overcroppings of magnetic ore.
The next year, 1845, the agents of the copper
mining company which had been formed at
Jackson, explored the same region and
becoming convinced that iron ore of

The first ore, (300 lbs) was taken from this
mine in 1846. From this, and other small
beginnings, the iron interests of this whole
reg10n, have developed into what is seen
today.

In the spring of 1869 a young minister came
from Canada, staying only a short time, leaving
the work utterly discouraged (I am unable to
give his name.) By what authority he came
here I cannot tell. The next minister I find any
trace of was a Mr. Arthur, who was probably
a supply sent by the presiding elder, as no
record of him or his appointment is shown by
the .tvfinutes of the Detroit Annual Conference.
It seems he preached here about two years viz.
1870 & 1871.

The panic of 1873 retarded the rapid
development of the iron interests for a short
time but it soon blew over leaving a much
brighter sky...

The next minister, and the first regularly sent
by the Detroit Conference was J. H. McLure
who resided at Clarksburg. He occupied this
field one year ...
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merchantable quality was present in large
quantity, secured what is now known as the
Jackson Location.

Steam-boats and rail roads pushed their lines
of transportation to every available point and
the desert soon became inhabited by thousands
intent on getting rich.
This location (Champion) was opened up and
the first active mining done in 1867. The
M.H.&O. Rail Road Co. (Marquette,
Houghton & Ontonagon) at first owned the
mine. Captain Nelson being the first in charge
and continued in power until the mine passed
into possession of the present company
(Champion Mining Co.) . Since then Captain
Jim Pascoe has been in charge, under whose
management the mine has grown from small
beginnings until what is seen today.
As regards the Church of God, it may be
proper to state that the Roman Catholics were
here at work several years before any other
sect.
The first serviced preached by a
Protestant minister was in July 1868, about
one year after the opening of the mine. The
name of the minister Rev. Mr. McLaughlin of
the Presbyterian faith. On Sep 20, 1868 Rev.
Me Haight came on the field, remaining until
mid- winter (ofwhat persuasion I know not.)

HISTORIANS ARE STEWARDS
[John Sims, President of the Historical Society
of the United Methodist Church wrote the
following article in the last issue of Historians
Digest about the role of the Historian in the
local church.]
I had the opportunity recently to attend
worship at the church I served after graduation
from seminary. It was wonderful to see all the
folks my wife and I remembered. It was
special to see that old church out in the
country still being used for worship to God.
As I stood there, lost in the memory of former
times, an old acquaintance came up tome and
asked if I'd read about the fire. It seems all
the church's records, from the earliest to the
latest, were destroyed in a recent fire.
That started me thinking about fires and faith;
about memories and memos. WHAT will WE
remember about the past and HOW will we
make sure it is available to people. Like you,
I have old books and records going back over
150 years laying around in my office. I don't
have all that complete a list of the archives for
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which I am responsible. Like my former
church, it could all go up in a fire and be lost.
This isn't a plea to go right in and make an
updated copy of your holdings. This isn't
even a plea to review the riders to your
insurance policy. Rather, it is a wake-up call

to remember that we don't OWN these
records. We are simply stewards of the
archives and histories in our possession for
a little while until someone else will assume
responsibility for them. This means that you
and I must do all we can to assure and insure
these bits of the past will go on through the
generations. On OUR watch, nothing must
happen to them.

ANOTHER PLACE TO LOOK
GENEALOGY RESEARCH
So your grandfather was a Methodist minister
and you want to know more about him? For
$25, the General Commission on Archives and
History will retrieve genealogical information
on any ordained minister in the United
Church
or
predecessor
Methodist
denominations.
Visit
http://www.gcaforglminister.htm for details.
The agency does not have information about
lay members.
Our Committee on Archives and History for
the Detroit Conference does not charge a fee
for research, but we do encourage people to
become Friends of the Archives and thus they
are supporting the Archives research program.
For more information see the article later in
this newsletter.

BERVILLE UNITED METHODIST
PORT HURON DISTRICT

[On the verso of the bulletin for February 23 ,
1992 Pat Hulett wrote a short history of this
small church. This church was merged with
West Berlin.]
The history of the Berville United Methodist
Church has been lost to fading memories, lost
records and fires. Rev. 's David Amstutz &
Emerson Arntz tried to get a history compiled,
but it was an impossible job.
It can be assumed that the organization of the
church started as a " Sunday School Class", as
was custom, sometime in the late 1880's or
early 1890's. A letter from the Detroit Annual
Conference Commission on Archives and
History received by Rev. Emerson Arntz,
contained this bit of information; that in 1897
a new church was added to the Armada
charge. Since the Omo church was already a
part of the Annada charge it could be assumed
that Berville was the new church. Later data,
1903 , named Berville as part of the Armada
charge, where it remained until 1955 when it
became a part of the Riley Center charge.
The church has served faithfully as a place of
worship, fellowship and Christian love.
Sunday schools, Bible schools, weekly prayer
meetings, Women's Society, Men' s Fellowship
& special evangelistic services; in it' s best
years; were always part of it's programs.
The church was available for community use
also, serving as a meeting place for Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts, Class Reunions, Senior
Citizens and other worthy organizations. A
large part of the Berville community have fond
memories of " Good Times" had in Christian
fellowship at the Berville United Methodist
Church.
"I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in
the midst of the church will I sing praise unto
Thee." Hebrews 2: 12

"She served her people well"
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HOW DO I JOIN THE
FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES?
Simply choose one of the Membership
Categories make out a check payable to
"Friends of the Archives", and then forward
your check to our Treasurer.
:MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
Regular:
Sustaining (2 years):
Supporting (5 years):
Life (one time):

$ 6.00 per year
$ 15.00
$ 30.00
$100.00

Make checks payable to "Friends of the
Archives" and send to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer
316 E . Michigan Avenue
Clinton, Michigan 49236
Consider a gift membership for a family
member, friend, colleague, or local church
library!

Thank you for your support, especially in
this time of transition while we are in a
temporary facility.

BELIEVE IT!
[ The following anecdote was discovered in a
scrapbook of Reverend David Caster. The
place is the Detroit Annual Conference in
1899.]
When the bishop was about to ask the
question of the nine candidates for admission,
"Wtll you diligently instruct the children from
house to house?" he said, "Please face the
audience." In addressing the audience, he
said: "Will all stand up who were converted
before they were fifteen years old?" About

one-half of those present stood up. "Now
those converted between 15 and 20." About
one-half as many more arose, making threefourths of the audience. Turning to the class,
the bishop said: "You see, brethren, the reason
of this question."

2002 CONVOCATION PLANS
The Committee on Archives and History is
meeting at additional times to plan for
entertaining the North Central Jurisdiction
Convocation on Archives and History.
Persons attending will be from the states of
North and South Dakota, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Ohio and
Michigan.

PLAN TO ATTEND!
May 19,2000. Annual Meeting of Committee
on Archives and History in the Stephenson
Lounge of North Hall, Adrian College. The
featured presenter is Dr. Francis Blouin,
Director of Bentley Historical Library,
University of Michigan. He will discuss the
importance of written records with special
reference to the Guide he worked on for the
Vatican. Come early to the Detroit Annual
Conference and attend our session from 9 to
noon.

June 26-29, 2000. North Central Jurisdiction
Archives and History Convocation in Mt.
Pleasant, Iowa, at Iowa Wesleyan College.
We will pass on more information concerning
this convocation as it becomes available.

WRITE YOUR CHURCH'S HISTORY
[The INTERPRETER magazine should come
to your church eight times a year. Among the

l•

Page 5

features is a seCtion entitled "Idea Mart. " In
the Aprill999 issue was an article by Virginia
Mayberry. She suggests that writing a church
history using traditions and facts helps a
congregation honor its roots.}
In today's increasingly mobile society,
churches are constantly changing. One family
in five will move this year to a new community
and to a new church. You can help them feel
more at home by giving them a printed history
of the church. Write the story of the church by
answering these questions.
.,.
.,.

..

.,.
,.

When and by whom was the church
organized?
Where were the first services held
(courthouses, taverns, barns)?
Where were the earliest buildings
located? Are they still standing? How
were they financed?
Who were notable people associated
with the congregations founding?
What were the missionary activities
over the years?
What memories do the oldest church
members hold?
How did the various ministries begin
and grow?
Who were the pastors and how long
did each serve?

Talk with as many people as possible, using
tape recorder in your interviews. Contact
people at other churches with histories tied to
yours.

WATERLOO FIRST
UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST
[/ came across this history of the Waterloo
United Brethren in Christ Church, but

unfortunately it was not dated nor was the
author noted These are two important things
that are often neglected. As it happens, this
is the only thing we have in its file.]
A century ago, 11 God-fearing pioneer citizens
from surrounding communities in Waterloo
township gathered at the Long Island
schoolhouse in Grass Lake township to
organize the Jackson Mission of the United
Brethren in Christ church.
According to church records, pioneer members
of the Waterloo First Church included the
Allen E. Caldwells, the William Garners, the
Welcome Weeks, and the Daniel Parks and
son John.
Among the communities represented in the
nusswn were Briggs, Hurlbut, Davis,
Waterloo, and Bunkerhill charges.
The first parsonage was built in 1858 on the
McCrary property in Henrietta township at a
cost of $261.
In 1859 the membership had zoomed until two
classes were formed . The west, now known as
the First Church, held services in the Dewey
school, and the Second church held forth in
Waterloo village.
Plans for the erection of a church for the West
Waterloo class finally developed in 1870, and
by popular subscription the project became a
reality on land furnished by the McCloy family.
The location was adjacent on the east to the
present site.
The new brick church which cost $2,000, was
soon free of indebtedness but was destined to
endure a costly fire which razed the building in
1895.
Although the building was not covered by

....'· ··,
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Methodist Church captured the spirit of Dave,
"Well done, good and faithful serVant!"

insurance, faithful!I)embers soon began to plan
for another churcli: ·
·

..

-------------------------------COUSINS JACK AND JENNY

Under the leadership, and fired by the spirit of
the Rev. J. A. Blickenstaff, who doffed his
cleric raiment and donned a bricklayer's apron,
the new building was soon built.

[Someplace I came across and copied an
article by Judy Locy entitled " lhe Keweenaw
Peninsula of Upper Michigan. " The people
who came from Cornwall were not all miners,
some were farmers, millers, stone masons and
clergymen. I have excerpted from her article
the following ~ctount.]

..

On June 21, 1896, less than a year following
the costly fire, the new building, built on land
donated by E .A. Hall, was dedicated,
completely free of debt.

The development of copper mining in Chile
and the Keweenaw Peninsula of Upper
Michigan in the middle of the nineteenth
century proved devastating to Cornwall. It is
estimated that Cornwall lost a third of its
population through emigration from the mid to
the late nineteenth century. At least fifty
thousand Cornish came to North America,
mainly to the United States. It is likely that
there were mor~, but records are incomplete.
The principle destinations of the Cornish were
the copper min~ of the Keweenaw Peninsula.

-·

Active members who generously donated both
labor and cash toward the new church were
E.A. Parks, William Weeks, · S.A. Howlett,
E.A. Hall and Edwin Parks~ ,.

,,.

:~

·· -· .

..

~

' · The outstanding pio.neer family since the
·church's organization, has been the Parks
family which boasts six successive generations
among the church membership.
John Parks of the original Waterloo class
became the first to preach·or."exhort" there.
Licen~ed
in 1854, he ministered
there until his
I
.
death in. 1872.· . :- ..
DR. DAVID EVANS
. .• ; ..1 :,

Dr. David Evan, Historian for the West
Michigan Conference and outstanding leader
in the North Central Jurisdiction Commission
on Archives and History is greatly missed.
Dave passed away on October 1, 1999. Dave
fell in his home early in July and injured his
spine. He had extensive surgery at Sparrow
Hospital in Lansing and as he gradually
improved they transferred him to intensive
care at Ann Arbor.
The Memorial Service at the Okemos United

.

It was from the Keweenaw that the Cornish
migrated to the Gegobic, Marquette and
Menominee Iron range of Upper Michigan.
The first group of Cornish ,miners to go to
Minnesota in 1884 were from the Menominee
area ... Large numbers o(Cornish miners left
the Keweenaw for the mines of Montana,
Nevada, California and beyond ... The
recruitment of miners from Cornwall began in
1846 when the Boston and Lake Superior
Mining Association recruited Captain Geruy
Clemo and nine miners who emigrated from
Falmouth via Dublin, Liverpool, Boston,
Detroit to the mines of the Keweenaw
Peninsula. An increased demand for copper
caused by the Civil War brought a flood of
miners from Cornwall to the Upper Peninsula
in the 1860s...

