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Request from Sue Pellowe
METHODIST MINISTERS FROM CORNWALL

Do you remember any ministers who came
from England or Cornwall?
During the first 40 years of the 20th century,
over 80 young men came from Cornwall to
Michigan specifically to become Methodist
ministers--the first were so effective that the
Detroit Conference sent a recruiter to find
more!
Cornwall is the Celtic nation at the southwest
tip of Britain--Land's End country. But
because most American knowledge ofBritish
geography is fairly generalized, it was simpler
for the immigrants to identify themselves as
"English". Some of the common names you

might recall are Trebilcock, Liddicoat,
Chapman, Weame, Uren, Rosemurgy,
Richards, Pierce-, Eva, and Pellowe.
The 2002 Conference in the UP will focus on
the Cornish heritage and connection in
Michigan. My father was one of the Cornish
recruits, so in addition to presenting Susannah
Wesley's account ofher sons' dozens oftrips
to Cornwall, I'll be telling the story of this
amazing influence in Michigan Methodism
from one small, intensely Methodist region. I
refuse to let it remain statistics--I need to hear
personal stories. Do you recall what their
preaching was like, or something one said to
your great-aunt that struck her as funny or
helpful, or someone who traveled 100 miles so
that a favorite parson could baptize their baby?
Was a Cornishman known for organizing great
Sunday School picnics, or singing, or extolling
pasties and cream?
To help trace these men and keep them alive in
memory, contact me please at any of the
following:
Susan Pellowe
5415 N. Sheridan Rd., #408
Chicago, ll. 60640
phone: 773-248-5774
email, spellowe@artic.edu or
susanipellowe@cs.com
Thank you!
SuePellowe
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***
THE SPITTOON
[One of our museum pieces is a spittoon. The
following information was provided by C. C.
Gibson dated
May 13, 1931 and it
accompanied the receipt of the Spittoon in our
Archives.]
You will agree that the "brown spittoon" is
indeed a "queer old relic" of early days of
the Evangelical Church in Michigan, the more
so because today the discipline of our church
requires the ministry to be free from the use of
tobacco.
The story of the "spittoon" was related to the
undersigned some time ago, on a Sunday
morning, while we were waiting for service
time to arrive, by Mr. Albert Griesinger, of the
Lebanon church on the Wauseon circuit of the
Michigan Conference. The story, as he told it,
is substantially as follows.
When the church was built, or remodeled, I am
not sure which, a rather high platform
extended across the front, elevating the
preacher considerably above the congregation.
The desk, or pulpit, stood in the middle of the
platform, and was flanked on either side by a
"spittoon'' for the convenience ofthe preacher.
Also down the aisles spittoons were placed for
the accommodation of the male members of
the congregation who were users of the weed.
On the wall was a quite prominent "motto",
"Cleanliness is next to Godliness", and in
different places about the room were notices,
''No spitting on the floor''. The narrator
interspersed and supplemented his story with
tales of the remarkable dexterity with which
the tobacco users could am1 their
expectorations at the "spittoons", not only
direct to front, but over the shoulder as well.

However, some were careless, and after the
floor of the church was substituted for the
"spittoon'', resulting in a condition that finally
disgusted Mr. Griesinger who was the janitor.
He gathered up the "spittoons" and relegated
them to the church attic, took down the
notices, announced that he was "taking care of
a church not a saloon".
When Mr. Griesinger said the old "spittoons"
were still up in the attic, a request was made
that a couple of them be obtained for the
proposed collection of Evangelical relics of the
Michigan CQnf~ence. He agreed to secure
them for this purpose, but only one was
available as the rest had fallen down between
the walls ..... We believe it may be cherished as
a rightly discarded accompaniment of less
enlightened days among us.

***
GENESIS OF OUR OLD PEOPLES'

HOME
By James E. Jacklin
[The following is selected from the Minutes of
the Division St. Church. It tells of the origin
of our United Methodist Retirement Homes in
the Detroit Conference.]
In Michigan Conference, in Division Street
Church, Wednesday September 14, 1904.
Rev. P. J. McAuley moved that a committee of
5 ministers and 5 laymen be appointed by the
bishop (McCabe) and cabinet on Michigan
Methodist Old Peoples Home, which was
carried. P. J. McAuley, F. M. Taylor, L.
Grosenbough, Jas Hamilton, F. A. Chapman,
Wesley Sears (Jackson) H. A. Potter... , W. R.
Fox (Grand Rapids), C. S. Jones (Marcellus) ...
On Monday, Sept 19 --"On motion of J. G.
Hauer, the presiding elders, were authorized to
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name a commission to confer with a similar
committee from the Michigan Conference
regarding the matter of founding a horne for old
people." No minutes of nominations in the
minutes.
The joint committee held two
meetings; Lansing Feb. 1 and Albion, June 19.
1905 ...
Seth Reed, cha.irrna.n, P. J. McAuley, secretary,
by unanimous vote declared a Methodist horne
''very desirable". ..Meeting June 19,
1905 ... .after discussion communicated to each
conference to establish homes, "but that no
property for such homes shall be purchased or
horne built until such property can be acquired
or built without incurring indebtedness and also
that neither home shall be opened and put in
operation until provision for its maintenance
shall be secured."

***
FRANCES JANE (FANNY) CROSBY
Fanny Crosby, born 1820 and died in 1915, was
probably the most prolific hymnist in history.
Though blinded by an incompetent doctor at six
weeks of age, she wrote over 8,000 hymns.
About her blindness, she said:
"It seemed intended by the blessed providence
of God that I should be blind all my life, and I
thank him for the dispensation. If perfect early
sight were offered me tomorrow I would not
accept it. I might not have sung hymns to the
praise of God if I had been distracted by the
beautiful and interesting things about me."
In her lifetime, Fanny Crosby was one of the
best known women in the United States. To
this day, the vast majority of American hymnals
contain her work.
We have just completed a hymnal index of
holdings in the Archives. At the present time

we have 226 different hymnals and song books
dating back to 1763. Of course many contain
hymns written by Fanny Crosby.

***
HOW MAY I SUPPORT THE

FRJENDS OF THE ARCHIVES?
Simply choose one of the membership
categories and make a check payable to
"Friends of the Archives" and then forward
your check to our Treasurer. Simple isn't it?

We need your support now. With the move
to temporary quarters and now the move back
into the new facility, we have encountered
expenses which are stretching our funds very
thin.
Consider a gift membership for a family
member, friend, colleague, local church
library, or the Church history committee.
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
$ 6.00 per year
Regular:
Sustaining (2 years: $ 15.00
Supporting ( 5 years) $30.00
$100.00
Life (one time)
Make checks payable to "Friends of the
Archives" and mail to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer
316 E. Michigan Ave
Clinton, Michigan 49236
Thank you for your support in this time of
transition.

***
VULCAN METHODIST CHURCH
1885-1960
[This is one of our closed Methodist churches.
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It contains lots of color relating to the area
which will be the focus of the North Central
Jurisdiction Convocation that is planned for
2002 in Houghton, Michigan. The "Vulcan
Mites" on June 26, 1886 carried the following
announcement "Tonight for one night only, at
the M.E. Church, Strawberries and '!-scream'.
Don't forget, young man, to take your best girl,
for ice cream has a wonderful way of
stimulating the affections."]
The Village of Vulcan is pleasantly located on
the Iron Range of Michigan's picturesque
Upper"Peninsula and it was for many years a
rmrung community. The Penn Iron Mining
Company owned much of the property and the
first ore was hauled to Escanaba by ox-cart.
Cornish miners came from England to find
work here and having been Methodists at home,
they eagerly found their places in the Methodist
meetings of the early days.
Methodist services of worship began early in a
number of school houses in the vicinity of
Vulcan. There is no record of when the first
sermon was preached. The records begin with
the work done by the Reverend Alex S. Fair,
pastor of the English M.E. Church in Norway.
The information for the following history~ was
gathered from the Detroit Conference
Historical Society, the Menominee County
Court House issues of the Norway Current,
1885-1892, the historical records of the Vulcan
Church, and the memories of the older
members and friends of the church. A few
conflicts occur in dates but the committee has
tried to make the history as complete and
accurate as possible...
The earliest memories of the Vulcan people
date back to about 1882 when services were
being held in the Vulcan schoolhouse with local
preachers in charge... According to the records

... the Vulcan M,E. Church was organized in
1885 under the leadership of the Reverend
Alex S. Fair....
About the time of organization a fine new
school building was erected in Vulcan and
when it was completed, the Penn Iron Mining
Company gave the original schoolhouse to the
Methodist Episcopal Church and services were
continued there. There were two box stoves
at the rear of the building which were stoked
with wood to keep the congregation warm.
Oil lamps provided light for Sunday evening
services and for.,..prayer meetings, which were
held regularly. The chairs which had held
restless school children for their studies were
used for the growing congregation...
Cornishmen have always been lovers of music
and a news item in the "Current" for
November 20, 1886 read as follows: "The
choir of the Vulcan M.E. Church is earning for
itself an enviable reputation. The instrumental
parts consist of organ and cornet and the vocal
is well known to be far above average."
The newspapers referred often to Sunday
School Christmas programs and Children's
Day programs which were annual occasions in
the life of the church and have continued to be
through the years ...
A newspaper item on January 8, 1887
mentioned an interesting incident. On the
previous Sunday a local preacher of the
Vulcan Church, possibly a Mr. Stout, went to
Norway to fill the pulpit in the English
speaking M.E. Church. Arriving early, he
stepped to the pulpit and opened the Bible to
find his text and prepare for the service. Much
to his surprise, he could not read a word of the
Holy Scriptures. He realized with dismay that
he was standing, uninvited, at the pulpit of the
Sweedish speaking M.E. Church, located also
on Norway Street...
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About the year 1889 a new wing was added on
the north of the church and the chancel and
choir loft were built. This provided more
seating space for a growing congregation and
enhanced the beauty of the sanctuary. A lovely
stained glass window picturing Christ as the
Good Shepherd was centered in the wing facing
the people. It was presented by Mr. William
Kelley, superintendent of the Mining Company,
and Mrs. Kelley in memory of their son.
It is interesting to learn that on various
occasions socials were held to provide the
funds for improvements. Early issues of the
Norway newspapers mention a clothespin
social, a home-talent concert, a neck-tie social,
and a peach social ...
[Your editor would like more information on
a clothespin social and a neck-tie social. Send
an e-mail or write to me if you have any
information on these two.]

***
WANTED
INFORMATION CONCERNING
QUEEN ESTHER SOCIETY
In response to an inquiry, your editor
researched the Queen Esther Society. I located
very little factual information about its
beginnings, purposes and present status. If you
have any information or memories, anecdotes
regarding the Queen Esther Society, please pass
them on to me. Thank You.

***
CLINTON UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
{This church formerly was known as the oldest
Methodist Church building with a history of
continuous use on the Ann Arbor District. The

congregation has sold the building and broken
ground for its new church home. William H .
Likins, Ph.D. years ago wrote the following
account.]
The Methodist Society of Clinton, on the
Tecumseh Circuit, was organized in 183 1. In
1835, Edward Lockwood, James Wilson,
Josiah Wheeler, Simon Jenkins and Benjamin
Sockerly, trustees of the church, purchased
Lot 63 for $75. Construction began in 1837
with many of the bricks coming from a
brickyard southwest of Clinton.
- ...
Economic depression, and the expense of a
brick rather than a frame building extended
construction over several years. When the
Reverend Luther Day Whitney arrived in 184 1,
he found the roof on the building, a basement
furnished for use and an indebtedness of
$1 ,300. By 1842, he probably had raised
.fi.mds to finish and dedicate the building and to
pay over half of the indebtedness. It is
reported that some of the original members
nearly lost their farms from their sacrificial
giving.
Mr. Whitney stated that the parsonage was at
Clinton, and that he or a junior preacher
preached at Tecumseh and Clinton every
Sabbath. Also they had preaching places and
societies at Ridgeway, English Settlement,
Macon, Franklin, Sand Lake and Miller' with
a Circuit membership of 600 in 1841 . He also
built and nearly finished churches at Ridgeway
(the building stands today as a carpenter
shop), Tecumseh and Franklin (Tipton)
Today the Clinton Church stands straight and
plumb.
It has been used for worship
continuously since 1842. In 1855, the church
was valued at $2,500, had 75 members and
paid a salary of $300. In 1917, a small
addition was built on the north side.

Page 6

***
MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE
(Several years ago John E. Marvin, the editor
of the Michigan Christian Advocate, wrote the
"History of the Michigan Christian Advocate".
The following is the first instalment).
The town of Adrian, Michigan, was the
birthplace of two Michigan Christian
Advocates. In 1851 Rev. J. V. Watson addition
was built on the north side.
published a paper by that name. Shortly
thereafter Mr. Watson moved to Chicago
taking with him the paper which became the
Northwestern Christian Advocate.
Twenty-two years later in 1873 another
clergyman by the name of Rev. Orrin
Whitmore, Presiding Elder of the then Adrian
District, broadened the scope of his Adrian
District Methodist. a monthly publication, into
a paper for all of Michigan Methodists entitled
The Michigan Christian Advocate. By a
striking coincidence the second Michigan
Christian Advocate was edited in the same
Adrian office as the first. Whitmore's monthly
paper did not seem to meet the need, or come
up to the expectations of Michigan Methodists.
Finally the matter was brought before the
Annual Conference which recommended by a
strong vote that a weekly paper be published.
The next question was: Who would publish it?
After considerable discussion among prominent
laymen and ministers it was decided to form a
stock company to be known as the Methodist
Publishing Company whose purpose was to
print a religious newspaper called the Michigan
Christian Advocate. Book and job printing were
also a function of that company. Detroit was to
be its headquarters. Capitol stock totaled ten

thousand dollars and was divided into one
hundred shares of one hundred dollars each.
Two days before Christmas in 1874 final
organization of the company was effected at
Detroit and the Michigan Christian Advocate
was launched upon its illustrious career.
Ten years after the Advocate was born a
campaign boosted its circulation from six
thousand to ten thousand. From there it went
to 14,000, 15,000 and finally 18,000. In those
days subscriptions were carried many months
beyond expiration date. It was a common
practice until p9stal regulations outlawed it.
So the 18,000 was hardly comparable to a
similar figtJre today, but it was a noteworthy
attainment.
From 1886 until the end of the First World
War the Publishing Company made money and
gave its profits to the retired ministers'
pension fund. Associate editor, Elmer Houser,
wrote in 1933 that the gifts to the pension fund
totaled $93,000.
All this time the paper was actually under the
direction of the private corporation run by
dedicated laymen and ministers who had the
interests of the church at heart and regarded
the Advocate as a service they were glad to
perform. However, following the First World
War in 1919 it seemed fitting that the stock
company be dissolved. This was done and the
Advocate's equipment, assets and subscription
list were given outright to the two annual
conferences of the Michigan Area, namely, the
Detroit and Michigan conferences. A board of
eight ministerial trustees, four from each
conference, were elected by the conferences
and became responsible for publishing and
operating the job printing business which
augmented the Advocate's income.
(to be continued)

