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RONALD A. BRUNGER, BELOVED HISTORIAN
[This issue is dedicated to the memory of Ronald A. Brunger, Historian of the Detroit
Conference for many years and the founding editor of The Historical Messenger. The
Friends of the Archives have established a memorial fund in his honor and memory.
The following was submitted by his son Robert.]

Reverend Ronald A. Brunger, a minister of the United Methodist Church who served
pastorates throughout Michigan during his long career and who also made significant
contributions to the study of church history in Michigan, died on Saturday, September
29, 2001 in Chelsea, Michigan. Reverend Brunger had been a resident at the Chelsea
Retirement Community since 1992 and had been in the nursing unit since April 1995
when he had suffered a severe stroke. He was 90 years old at the time of his death.

Reverend Brunger was ordained in 1937, and he served as a full-time pastor for the next
42 years. He officially retired in 1979, but he continued to serve in a part-time and supportive capacity for another 16 years. His appointments were geographically spread
throughout the state during those years, predominantly in rural and small town parishes,
and he was the only person to serve in all seven districts of the Detroit Conference.
Reverend Brunger developed a special interest in matters related to the history of the
Methodist Church in Michigan, and he was an acknowledged expert about the circuit
riders who provided ministerial services to the scattered white residents and the missionaries who served native Americans in frontier Michigan. He participated very actively
in the Michigan Methodist Historical Society throughout most of his ministry. In this
capacity he wrote extensively on a variety of local and state church history topics, and
with the particular assistance of his wife, Florine, made important contributions to the
organization and maintenance of the Church archives at Adrian College.

Ronald was the oldest of the five children of Clifford Irving Brunger and Ethel Alice
(Gould) Brunger who survived childhood. He was born on May 14, 1911 in Newberry,
Michigan, but the family soon moved to the family farm near Grand Ledge, Michigan,
where Ronald grew up attending first a one-room schoolhouse and later graduating as
valedictorian of Grand Ledge High School. He received his bachelor's degree at Albion
College before going east to receive a master in sacred theology degree at Boston University. He returned to Michigan to commence his career in 1937. Shortly after that, he
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met his wife, Florine Lebirda Hurst in Ann Arbor, they were married on May 19, 1940. Florine preceded Ronald in
death on December 6, 2000. There are three living children: Richard, of San Antonio, Texas; Robert, ofTallashassee,
Florida; and Bonnie Beth Reed, of South Boardman, Michigan. Through Bonnie Beth, there are two grandchildren,
Holly Beth and Andrew Lee Reed. Ronald's three surviving siblings are: Clarence Brunger, of Grand Ledge; Michigan; Harry Brunger, of Claremont, California; and Alice Bouknight, of Savannah, Georgia

The funeral .. . (was) held at 11:00 AM on Friday, October 5, in the Chelsea Retirement Community Chapel, with Reverend Richard Dake officiating...At the request of the family, memorial contributions may be made to the Chelsea Retirement Community, the United Methodist Outdoor Education Fund, or the Friends of the Archives.

BRUNGER MEMORIAL
The family suggested that memorial
gifts may be made to the Friends of
the Archive. If you are so inclined
you should make a check out to
"Friends of the Archives" and forward it to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer,
Friends of the Archives,

uted. It appears that the front running consideration is being given
to the publication of some of his
writings. No decision has yet been
made as to what will be included
or the way it will be presented. If
you have some suggestion, please
forward them to Sharon.

"It is our hope that the
memory ofRonald
Brunger's contribution
will live on . "

316 E. Michigan Avenue

It is the hope and desire of the
Friends and the Committee on Archives and History that the contriThe Friends have been considering butions made by Ron may live on
several uses of the money contrib- and continue to inspire others.

Clinton, Michigan 49236

VALUABLE RESOURCE
Recently your editor has received several requests concerning how to go about creating
an archives in the church and what should be
saved for this collection.
There is one resource which stands out as
being extremely valuable for those just beginning or those who have been active for a long
time. I am referring to the booklet available
from Cokesbury for $2.50. It is a real bargain.
It is a part of the Guidelines for Leading Your

Congregation series and is entitled, "Church
Historian Remembering the past and inspiring
the future."

Putting the Pieces Together
Writing Your Church's History
Resources

The Table of Contents:
Our Identity, Call, and Mission
Using This Guideline
This is Your Job
What Are Archives?

The thirty one pages are packed full of helpful
suggestions on how and why we preserve all
types of records and how they are important
for the future of the church.
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2002 North Central Jurisdiction Convocation
Houghton, Michigan
The Committee on Archives and History has been having extra meetings
as they solidify plans for our hosting
of the 2002 North Central Jurisdiction Convocation on July 8-11, 2002.
The theme illustrates the Cornish
Connection to Michigan Methodism.
Bishop Linda Lee will bring the message at the opening worship service ..
We will experience a Cornish Tea.
Susan Pellowe, a Bard of Cornwall,
will be our main presenter.

The Copper Country bus trip will include the Quincy Mine, the Houghton
County Historical Museum, Laurium
United Methodist Church where we
will enjoy a catered Pasty Lunch, the
Copper Town Museum and Calumet
Theatre , and the Central Mine Methodist Church.
We will eat, sleep, and meet in the
facilities of the Michigan Technological University.
Our preliminary estimate of cost to
the participants is $160.00.

PLAN NOW
to attend the
July 8-11, 2002
exciting
convocation!

Everyone is invitetl to bell pllrt of
this exciting historical event.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE POWERS CHURCH
The Powers Sunday school and church
in the Upper Peninsula were founded
and organized many years ago by the
brave pioneer, Mrs. Minnie Haggerson.
Services were first held in the old
school house on the old Hermansville
road. Later on, services were held in
the old school house behind the Powers
town hall.

During the pastorate of Rev. Edward
Bickford, which began December 13,
1893, Spaulding was a thriving lumber
town with quite a strong church organization. Rev. Bickford, therefore, resided in Powers, also serving the Hermansville church. He was followed by
Rev. Hudgeon and Rev. Murdock.

The church building was made possible
largely through the untiring efforts of
Mrs. Fry and Mrs. Cann and it was
dedicated in 1930.

A stirring revival was held by District
Superintendent, Rev. W.E. Marvin during the pastorate of Rev.
Jos. M.
Pengelly. The building was improved
in 1923 by some concrete steps, a basement, and a furnace.

The Sunday school ship was steered for
many years by Mrs. Ida Lawrence, assisted by Mrs. John Green, Miss Sophie
Hansen, and Mrs. Theresa Lutz.

CONTACT US
Committee on Archives and History
Detroit Conference
United Methodist Church
II 0 S. Madison
Adrian, Michigan 49921
E-mail: jsimmons@adr ian.edu
Telephone: 517-265-5161 ext. 4429
Archivist Reverend James G. Simmons
MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

Regular

$ 6.00 per year

Sustaining (2 years)

$ 15.00

Supporting (5 years)

$30.00

Life (one time)

$100.00

Mail the check with your name address, and
church to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer
316 E. Michigan Avenue

SUPPORT THE FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES
The Friends organization supports the Archives in many ways. It
underwrites The Historical Messenger, it helps plan our annual
Pre-Conference Day Annual Meeting, it is playing an important
role in the July 2002 Convocation in Houghton, Michigan.

They provides an expanded base for the Conference Committee
on Archives and History made up of a dozen persons. They are
hopeful that in the near f uture The Historical Messenger may be
circulated to every church in the Detroit Conference thus helping
them to preserve their histories and enlarge the understanding of
their unique mission.

You are encouraged to enlist others in support of the work of the
Committee on Archives and History. All that is needed is for you
to spread the word about the Archives and urge a friend or a Local Church History Committee to become a member. Choose one
of the membership categories and make a check payable to
"Friends ofthe Archives."

Clinton, Michigan 49236

Background of the First G e neral Con f er e nce of the
Methodi st Protestant Church
[This information was extracted from
"Methodist Protestant Church, 1928 Centennial Volume"]

Methodist began in America with the coming
of Robert Strawbridge of Ireland, to Frederick
County, Maryland, and Philip Embury of Irelan, to New York City, in 1769. Mr. Wesley
sent Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmoor,
and in 1771 Francis Asbury and Richard
Wright.

These and others traveled constantly and labored so abundantly that in 1784, although the
work had been seriously interrupted by the
Revolutionary War, the number of traveling
preachers in America was about eighty, and of
members about fifteen thousand.
Up to this time no Methodist Church had been
organized. Methodist preachers and members

of Methodist societies in America, as in England, were mostly members of the Church of
England. But as this church ceased to exist in
America it became necessary to organize the
Methodists into a church, for they were as
sheep having no shepherd.

Mr. Wesley, although refusing to the last to
consent to a separation from the Church of
England, saw the necessity in America and
gave his consent in a letter via Dr. Thomas
Coke. He gave permission for Mr. Coke and
Mr. Asbury to be Joint Superintendents in
America. At a conference in Baltimore, Maryland in December 1784 the Methodist Episcopal Church was organized and Thomas Coke
and Francis Asbury were elected Bishops.

The church was organized so that the unli mited exercise of the legislative, executive and
judicial powers of the church was vested in the
traveling preachers to the entire exclusion of

all the members of the church. There was no
provision for any layman to vote on any question in any church meeting.
This became a source of increasing dissatisfaction. Mr. W. S. Stockton, a lay member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church of Philadelphia began in 1821 the publication of a periodical called, "The Wesleyan Repository," for
the purpose of giving an opportunity for lay
members to have a free discussion about reforming the church. At the General Conference of 1824 and 1927 there were many petitions requesting lay participation in the
church. After three weeks they were denied.
Union Societies were created to unite the reformers. On November 12 tlley met at St.
John's Church as the First General Conference
of the Methodist Protestant Church. It elected
a lay man, Dr.. S.K. Jennings, a distinguished
physician of Baltimore as Temporary President.

