~i~torical Jtle~~enger
The Commission on Archives and History
Detroit Annual Conference
United Methodist Church
Fall2008

Annual Conference Review
Excerpt from Michigan Methodism, Methodists & More
Archives Disaster Planning
Russell Kirk in a Methodist Pulpit
Church History 2008 Award Entry Application
Join "Friends of the Archive"

Michigan Methodism, Methodists & More
At Annual Conference this past May, the Friends of the Archives released Michigan
Methodism, Methodists & More, the anthology of the writings of the late Rev. Ronald A.
Brunger, longtime archivist and history for the Detroit Conference. Sharon Scott, Jeanne
Thomas and Matthew May read excerpts from the book during a gathering of the
Commission on Archives and History at the Shipman Library at Adrian College.
The commission would like to express everlasting gratitude to Jeanne Thomas and
Sharon Scott for their tireless efforts in the research, compilation, and fundraising
necessary to complete the Ronald Brunger Papers Project. Many hours were spent sifting
through the prolific work Rev. Brunger left behind- deciding which articles to leave out
was most difficult. Sharon Scott, especially, worked tirelessly to obtain photographs for
use in the book, including the often-frustrating process of garnering permission rights.
Sharon also indexed the book and worked with our printer. Jeanne penned persuasive
fundraising letters, and the Friends obtained many generous contributions.
Copies of the book are available through the archives for $15 each. Checks or money
orders can be sent to the archivist at the following address:
110 S. Madison
Adrian, MI 48221
Thank you for all of your support.

JIM SIMMONS RECIPIENT OF 2008 CHURCH IDSTORY AWARD
This year's annual J .A. Baughman Church History Award went not to a church, but an
institution. The Commission wished to formally honor the devoted stewardship of the
archives by Rev. Jim Simmons and his lovely bride, Charlotte.
Jim was ordained in 1957 and has since served the Conference in a variety of ways as an
active minister, librarian, minister of education, and chaplain at the Chelsea Retirement
Community. In 1992, Jim began service as Conference archivist. His deep knowledge of
the Conference and librarian's exactness moved the archives forward. Charlotte
performed the often-tedious yet necessary work of organizing and adding to the hundreds
of records chronicling the lives and times of our ministers and churches. It is no
exaggeration to say that their dedication to preserving our history was absolutely essential
to the sustenance and success of our archival operation.
Jim stepped down as archivist in 2004; Nature's reaction to this decision was the great
flood that damaged a good deal of the collection. Even in so-called retirement, Jim and
Charlotte helped salvage what could be saved amid the damage. They continue to serve
with distinction on the Commission on Archives and History.

Brunger Book Project Excerpt
REV. MARCUS SWIFT: Pioneer, Circuit Rider, and Early Social Prophet
"Historical Messenger, " March 1989

Editor's Note: This article is the third in a series ofthree written by Rev. Brunger, which profiled
the life ofRev. Swift. This piece focuses on Rev. Swift's anti-slavery work and the dissolution of
his relationship with the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Rev. Marcus Swift ( 1793-1865) and his family settled on the northwest edge of what is now
Garden City and endured frontier hardships. Swift organized a Methodist Society, the first church
organization in Nankin Township, perhaps in 1827. Swift had been a local Methodist preacher
since 1819 at least; his license was renewed on September 8, 1826, and signed by Presiding Elder
William Simmons, of the new Detroit District. He became a traveling preacher in the Ohio
Conference in 1832, and served the Farmington, Ypsilanti, and Plymouth Circuits the next three
years. In 1835, involved in family concerns, he located. About this time he developed strong antislavery convictions.
More and more Swift agitated on the subject of slavery. Though not appointed to a circuit, he was
preaching often, since he was so popular. Often he directed attention to the sin of slavery and its
dire effects on the church and nation. He insisted that the Church should take a stand and show
the world that it regarded God rather than man. The Church should not drift in expedience by
tolerating apologists for slavery, slave-holding ministers or laymen. Bishop Hedding had stated
his astonishing belief that "slaves could be held in obedience to the golden rule." Swift tried to
exercise charity toward this leader who held what seemed to him a monstrous belief. But "his
heart burned in him like nature a fire and the wrongs and sufferings of the slaves stung every fibre
(sic) of his sympathetic nature with pain." With his strong integrity of character, he really could
not keep silent about the issue.
Marcus Swift's talents as a preacher made him eminent in Michigan, even if he was not holding a
prominent pulpit. He was a pillar of strength to the Methodists as an advocate and defender of
Arminian theology and Wesleyan doctrines. "Learned in the formulas of the churches, familiar
with ecclesiastical history and literature, he presented an impregnable front to the assaults of
infidelity" - this was his witness of one writer at the time. He was a builder of the Church. In
June 1839 a series of revival meetings were held in Swift's barn by Rev. John Kinnear, senior
preacher on the Plymouth Circuit; many people confessed their faith in Christ.
In 1839 the Michigan Annual Conference, which in that first quadrennium included northern
Ohio, met for the second time in Michigan at Ann Arbor. The Ann Arbor Methodists were just
completing their first church on Ann Street. The church was to be dedicated on the first day of the
conference session, September 4, in the afternoon. Jonathan E. Chaplin, our first Methodist leader
in education, preached the sermon. Bishop Joshua Soule, a native of Maine, a stem and hardhearted man, was the presiding bishop. On the way to the service, Presiding Elder Henry
Colclazer informed him that the choir had very special music for the occasion and would have
one or two instruments accompanying them. Quickly the bishop "whirled on his heel, saying, ' Go
on brethren, and dedicate your church. I will have nothing to do with it."' Elijah H. Pilcher, in his
memorable history, years later wrote in disgust, "This is the same Bishop Soule, who a few years
after, could affiliate with the South on the subject of slavery, and give his influence to a division
of the Church. He could strain at this gnat and swallow that camel." It was unfortunate for

Marcus Swift that Bishop Soule was the presiding bishop over the Michigan Conference that
year.

In the 1829 Annual Conference, Marcus Swift and Samuel Bibbins applied for election to elder's
orders and admission into the Conference. Bibbins had been a Methodist preacher in New York
State; he also was anti-slavery. Swift had more than fulfilled the disciplinary requirements and
proven himself an able Methodist preacher. In point of fact he was a leader in Michigan
Methodism. But his "open denunciation of the church polity, regarding slavery and episcopacy,
brought upon him the censure of the official boards of the conference, and they, together with the
bishop, refused to ordain him an elder, notwithstanding he had fulfilled the disciplinary
requirements and passed a complete examination." The Conference Minutes of that year simply
state, "Recommendations for elders orders were called for. .. Marcus Swift, and Samuel Bibbins,
though recommended were not elected." This was unbelievable.
A secular historian, Charles R. Tuttle, informs us that the leaders made an offer to Marcus Swift
on the condition that he "cease the agitation of the slavery question. For such a pledge on his part,
ordination was offered him, and the most inviting station in the conference tendered." Marcus
Swift spumed the offer. Position and gain in the church or the world was not to be considered if it
compromised one's duty to God. Conscience must not be stifled. All Swift's manhood rose in
rebellion, at the suggestion of such an infamous bargain. "He proclaimed persistently, trumpettongued, and in discussions with his opponents that stains of guilt and crime darkened the slaveholding churches. He contended that the complicity and even neutrality of the non-slave-holding
portion of the church was criminal, a sin against God and humanity, in direct violation of the
discipline and opposed to the spirit and teachings of the founders of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
An unbelievable storm of persecution was roused against Marcus Swift. He lost friends in the
Conference; he was threatened by mobs and individuals. Only a few ministers stood with him.
We are sorry to relate that the Christian Advocate, the proud organ of the Church, would not give
Swift a hearing in its columns.
Following the New Testament's teaching of forgiveness and long-suffering, Marcus stayed with
the Methodist Episcopal Church for another year and a half, hoping that it might return to the
original stands ofWesley and Asbury against slavery. In the election ofl840, his was one of two
votes in Nankin Township for the Liberty Party presidential candidate, James G. Birney. He
would continue to vote for the Liberty Party until it merged with the Free Soil Party in 1848, and
with that the formation of the Republican Party in 1856.

In these years Marcus had many concerns with his family. His son, Osband, in the summer of
1837, made a kiln for brick on the Swift farm, along with his father and uncle. In 1840 Osband
was on his own farm trying to improve it. A terrible affliction befell the family; his two little boys
suddenly died. In 1840 Marcus was fmally able to build a frame house and move his family out of
the log house which had served as home for 15 years. We can imagine Anna Swift's great
happiness with this accomplishment. By the spring of 1841, Marcus finally withdrew from the
M .E. Church in protest. The Swift and Osband families unanimously followed his lead, and many
neighbors and friends likewise. All this undoubtedly was too much for Anna.
Tragedy befell the family when Anna Swift died on March 11, 1842. She had patiently endured
the hardships of pioneer life, the labor occasioned by a large family, the responsibility of raising
the children and overseeing the farm during the years that Marcus was on the Circuit and later
was so busy preaching and laboring in the Kingdom. She was worn-out by the hardships of her

life. Her relatives and friends had admired her as a devout Christian. Her earnest prayers in prayer
meeting, her sympathy for the slaves, were long remembered. Her funeral service was conducted
by their friend Samuel Bibbins, now serving the Baptist Church, with a large crowd in attendance.
The Methodist Episcopal Church seemed obdurate, and unwilling to change. For five-and-a-half
years Marcus Swift had waited, but not passively. He had labored and preached eloquently and
constantly, and endeavored to change the course of the Church, but to no avail. He had been kept
out of the Conference unjustly; the door continued to be closed. Finally, in the spring of 1841,
Marcus withdrew from the M.E. Church. Other people had been enraged at the action of the 1839
Conference in refusing to ordain and admit Marcus Swift and Samuel Bibbins. Individuals had
been withdrawing. One of these was Rev. W. W. Crane in Eaton County. Down in Monroe, Ohio,
thirty people seceded from the church in 1839 because of similar pro-slavery tyranny in their
Conference. At Williamsfield, Ohio, a similar secession occurred in 1840.
About the first of February, 1841, five classes in the western side of Wayne County withdrew
from the M.E. Church, numbering about 80 members. A little later, a class of25 members in
Manchester seceded from the M.E. Church, and a class of 16 at WolfCreek, Lenawee County.
Presently about 50 Methodists in Hillsdale County withdrew, and several small classes in Jackson
County.
In Nankin, Marcus Swift with his relatives and neighbors drew up and signed a formal document
addressed "To Minister in Charge of Plymouth Circuit, Michigan Conference, Methodist
Episcopal Church." They stated their belief''with the venerable founder of Methodism that
slavery is the sum of all Villainies" but that it existed to an alarming extent in the M.E. Church,
"with the consent of a majority of Bishops and most influential Ministers of the Churches." The
petitions of the people had had no effect on the leaders. Therefore ''we felt ourselves called upon
to leave and withdraw from the Church. We the subscribers do hereby inform you that our
relation as Ministers and members of the Methodist Episcopal Church is considered to be
dissolved this 6th day of June A.D. 1851." Thus a majority of the Nankin or Perrinsville (as the
budding village on the Rouge just north of Swift's farm was coming to be called) Church
withdrew. There was also a large secession from the Northville Church. But these people were
not left to wander in a spiritual vacuum.
A convention of the anti-slavery Methodists had met at Thayer's Comers in Plymouth Township
on May 13, 1841. As a true minister, Marcus Swift was exerting vigorous leadership. The
convention adopted the name of"Wesleyan Methodists." A Discipline was adopted, largely
modeled after the familiar M.E. Discipline, but with bishops eliminated. The organization seemed
to follow that of the Methodist Protestants.
An Annual Conference of the Wesleyan Methodists was held at Thayer's Comers on February
28, 1842, with only five ministers. But the movement was about to grow. A second Annual
Conference was held at Lapham's Comers in Salem Township, Washtenaw County; the ministry
was increased to 15, not all of them active. A call had come for an anti-slavery Methodist
convention at Utica, New York, on May 31, 1843. Marcus Swift and William E. Sullivan were
elected ministerial delegates to this convention. The Utica meeting was attended by 150 ministers
from nine northern states. The delegates readily adopted the name of Wesleyan Methodist, and
rejoiced to learn that one Annual Conference was already functioning in Michigan, with 20
ministers and 600 members.

Please contact the archives to order a copy ofMichigan Methodism, Methodists &
More; copies are $15 each

Disaster Pia:nYJ.in..g at "'the ..A...:rch..i:"V"es
As everyone associated with the Detroit Conference Archives knows, the summer of
2004 was indeed one of sorrow. A clogged flood drain turned our basement archives into
a wading pool, and at least twenty percent of our collection was unable to be salvaged
despite the best efforts of former archivist Jim Simmons, then-archivist Matt Herbst, and
several volunteers and friends of the DAC Archives.
It is obviously paramount to avoid another catastrophe and the following steps are being
taken presently that both help protect the existing collection as well as create another
place for researchers to access our papers and books:
1. Rearrange materials currently placed on the lower shelves near the floor. Such
materials can be moved to our annex on shelves well above ground level. Annex will be
used especially for items such as
Disciplines
Annual Conference Journals
NCJ program guides/Annual Conference program guides
Hymnals
2. Make certain oldest books are as high off the ground as possible
3. Digitize paper records of ministers/churches, including records of past and deceased
ministers
4. Remove/organize all extraneous files currently on the floor of the archives office
It is hoped that these steps will prevent water damage in the event of another flood, or at
least as much as it can be prevented at the basement level. Any and all movement of
books and papers will be recorded and saved on the archive database and further backed
up on a portable hard drive that will be stored above ground. A guide will also be
produced to assist researchers and future archivists as to the whereabouts of the collection
not housed in the main office.

Russell Kirk, T.S. Eliot and Plymouth First UMC
Twenty years ago this autumn, Plymouth First United Methodist Church heard a unique
address from a unique individual on the religious ruminations of one of the most famous
poets of the twentieth century.
On October 16, 1988, congregants at Plymouth heard from one of America's most
lettered men, political philosopher, historian, social critic, and writer of ghost stories. Dr.
Russell Kirk addressed the congregation on the subject ofT.S. Eliot's Christian
imagination.
Earlier in 1988, Plymouth First United Methodist Church lay leader Jim Person asked for
and given permission by Plymouth senior minister John N. Grenfell, Sr., to invite Dr.
Kirk to be the guest speaker for Laity Sunday. Mr. Person had been in correspondence
with Dr. Kirk regarding a reference book Mr. Person was editing and for which Dr. Kirk
contributed the introduction. Dr. Kirk accepted Mr. Person's invitation and spoke to
worshippers attending the early and late services that Sunday before flying out to another
speaking engagement in the South.
For the uninitiated, Dr. Kirk burst onto the literary scene in the 1950s with the
publication of his doctoral dissertation, The Conservative Mind: From Burke to
Santayana. After a stint teaching at his alma mater, Michigan State University, Kirk
headquartered himself at his family' s ancestral home in Mecosta, Michigan. From there
he embarked on a most prolific literary career, publishing in highly-regarded academic
journals, political magazines, and a steady stream of books. He also served as a lecturer at
colleges and universities all over the nation.
In 1972, Dr. Kirk published the influential Eliot and his Age: T S. Eliot's Moral
Imagination in the Twentieth Century. Dr. Kirk's interest in the work ofT.S. Eliot was
more than academic. The two enjoyed a warm personal friendship, forged during Dr.
Kirk's days as a doctoral candidate in Scotland.
Dr. Kirk used as his text a lecture he had delivered to a gathering of the T.S. Eliot
Society; Mr. Person assisted Dr. Kirk in tailoring the speech so as it was slightly more
accessible to the Plymouth congregation. In his message to Plymouth First, Dr. Kirk
declared:

"More people may apprehend Eliot's meaning, and concur in it, in this year of1988 than
could understand Eliot on sin and evil in 1933 ...Eliot's poetry and prose have done more
than a little to renew that painful awareness ofthe Adversary ofour souls offeeble
human nature, readily corrupted "
Dr. Kirk's address to the congregation at Plymouth aimed to demonstrate that while Eliot
did not posit that poetry could, as Dr. Kirk said, "do duty for religion," but that a clear,
creative religious imagination could awaken and sate those individuals pursuing truth.
Perhaps to the amusement of the audience- though maybe not any clergy on hand- Dr.

Kirk argued that "Eliot possessed imagination in the highest degree, dreaming the high
dream; and many preachers, no matter how good a man they each may be, are not so
endowed with imagination."
Dr. Kirk took his listeners on a journey into Eliot's mind, arguing that Eliot's imagination
was not an "Inner Voice," but the illative sense, as a jigsaw puzzle comes together in tiny
pieces to form the whole. What may seem intuitive is really the work of the "reproductive
imagination" (the illative sense). Dr. Kirk was very careful to emphasize that Eliot's
imagination should not be confused with mystic power. Referencing many of Eliot's
works, Dr. Kirk revealed that Eliot's verses taught skeptics (which at one point included
Dr. Kirk himself) that "one is not a fool to suspect the existence of a transcendent realm
of being."
Near the end of his address, Dr. Kirk aptly summed up Eliot's contribution to religious
philosophy thusly:

"If indeed our civilization goes soon into the dark,

disorder ofspirit resulting in social
collapse, may some memory ofEliot 's insights survive the crash of empires? For in the
long run, it has been said, great poets shape the culture into which they have been born.
This may be less true that it was in Vergil 's time or in Dante 's; yet surely Eliot will be
read, and his imagination work upon minds and consciences, long after the literary
foibles ofthe twentieth century have been well and thoroughly forgotten. Without
bravado and without equivocation, Eliot restored religious insights to poetry, and
restored imaginative power to formulas offaith. "

Following his address (which was received by the congregation quite positively) Dr. Kirk
and his wife, Annette, joined Mr. Person, his wife, Lista, and Rev. Grenfell at the latter's
parsonage for luncheon and a surprise birthday cake for Dr. Kirk. Mr. Person drove Dr.
Kirk to the airport to get him away on time for his next speaking engagement.

Dr. Kirk's address will be of great interest to those who admire Eliot's writing and enjoy
religious philosophy. A copy of the address can be obtained by contacting the archives.
Plymouth First member Jim Person contributed the background information regarding
Dr. Kirk's visit

J.A. Baughman Church History of the Year Award
Application Form
Detroit Annual Conference Commission on Archives and History
Deadline: March 31,2009
The Commission on Archives and History is sponsoring its annual Church History of the
Year competition. Send in a written history, a video history of your church or even the
link to a website detailing the story of your church. You may also nominate an individual
or group of individuals who have made a significant contribution to the preservation of
the history of you church. The Commission will recognize the best entry at Annual
Conference.
Contestants are under no strict guidelines: Past entries have included formal written
histories complete with oral histories, video interviews with longtime congregation
members and church historians, photographs, building histories, video/audio recordings
of sermons and special services, and all of the above. The only limitation is your
imagination.
If your church would like to participate in the Detroit Conference' s church history
competition, please fill out this application and submit it to the Historian/Archivist at the
address listed below along with your church's most recent history. Questions and
comments may also be sent to the Historian/Archivist.

Church Information:
Name of church:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
Church website (if applicable):
Contact Person/phone, e-mail:
Format (circle all that apply): Print

Video (DVDNHS)

Website

Other

Date history was compiled
Submit application and entry to:
Matt May, Historian/Archivist
Archive of the Detroit Conference of the United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, MI 49221
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Newsletter of the Commission on Archives and History
Detroit Conference of the United Methodist Church
Diana Miller, Chair
Matthew May, Historian and Archivist
Unless otherwise noted, all original material within has been written by Matthew May
Questions about the content of this newsletter and research queries may be directed to the
Historian/Archivist at:
Archive of the Detroit Conference ofthe United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, MI 49221
517.546.2730
E-mail: matthewtmay@yahoo.com
On the Web at: http://v.\\W.adrian.edu/librarv/resources/archive.php
Donations to the archive collection may be made by contacting the archivist/historian.
Monetary donations are welcome in the form ofjoining the "Friends of the Archive"
group, which sponsors memberships of one year for $6, two years for $15, five years for
$30, and a lifetime membership for $100. Payment by check (payable to "Friends of the
Archive") and member information can be sent to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer
214 E. Michigan Ave.
Clinton, MI 49236
"Friends of the Archive" is a non-profit group that supports the Archive and the mission
of historical preservation of documents and material pertaining to the Detroit Conference.
Your support is necessary to sustain the Archive and bridge the past, present and future.

