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Thirty Years of COSROW

This year marks the thirtieth anniversary
of one of the most significant agencies in
the history of the United Methodist
Church, the Commission on the Status of
the Role of Women (COSROW).
Growing concern among many in the
church led to the Women 's Division of
the General Board of Global Ministries
to argue for the establishment of a study
commission to investigate the
involvement of women in the complete
life of the church. The work of the
Women's Division involved four years
of thorough canvassing and
recommendations to the General
Conference.
The 1972 General Conference
established the commission ("There shall
be a Commission on the Status and Role
of Women in the United Methodist
Church" - Par. 1282, The Book of
Discipline, 1972) and mandated that the
commission work for four years under
the leadership of a female president. In
1973, Nancy Grissom Self and Judith
Learning-Elmer were elected
COSROW's two-person Executive
Secretariat. COSROW became a general
agency of the United Methodist Church
in 1976 following its report to the 1976
General Conference.
Perhaps the most important mandate of
Paragraph 1282 was clause 8, which
followed the general guidelines that
COSROW was to follow. Clause 8
directed COSROW to study the
extension and give support to women in
the ministry with the following order:
"Personnel recruitment agencies,
seminaries, responsible boards,

commissions and committees related to
the pastoral ministry, are requested to
establish guidelines and policies
directed toward specific recruitment,
training, andfull utilization ofwomen in
the pastoral and related ministries of
The United Methodist Church, including
the faculties ofseminaries, universities,
colleges, and other educational
institutions ofThe United Methodist
Church. "
COSROW's influence on the church was
seen rapidly and globally. By urging the
selection of a female bishop, Marjorie
Swank Matthews was elected the first
female bishop in the United Methodist
Church in 1980. More "firsts" followed,
such as Margaret Misal becoming the
first East Indian woman ordained elder
in 1981. Mamie Ming Yan Ko and
Mochie Lam in 1982 were the first
Chinese women received in full
connection and in 1984, Leontine
Turpeau Current Kelly was elected
bishop of the Western Jurisdiction, the
first black woman elected to that post.
In 1992, Rev. Susan Henry-Crowe was
elected to the Judicial Council and reelected in 2004 - she is the only
clergywoman to have served on the
Council. Bishop Judith Craig delivered
the Episcopal Address at General
Conference in 1996, and in 2005, Bishop
Rosemarie Wenner became the first
woman elected bishop in a Central
Conference, doing so in Germany.
COSROW continues to work toward
meeting the mandates set forth in the
1972 Discipline. While nearly 22 percent
of United Methodist clergy are women
and many are district and annual
conference leaders, female participation
in local churches has not grown very

much and salaries and quality of
appointments for female clergy is still
below par when compared to male
clergy, according to Carolyn Henniger
Oehler, author of The Journey is Our
Home.
As COSROW celebrates this significant
anniversary, it is incumbent upon all
members ofthe United Methodist
Church to recognize and appreciate the
contribution that women have made to
the church throughout our history, and to
continue to help facilitating that
contribution in all facets of church life.
BRUNGER PAPERS PROJECT

At this past Annual Conference, a group
of members of the Commission on
Archives and History met to discuss an
important project that will be of interest
to everyone who appreciates exemplary
scholarship and fine writing.
The Ron Brunger Papers Project is the
work of Commission members Jim
Simmons (Archivist Emeritus), Sharon
Scott and Jeanne Thomas. These
dedicated people are combing through
extensive files of diaries, back issues of
The Historical Messenger and the
published works of Rev. Ron Brunger to
produce a first-of-its-kind compilation
that is hoped to be published and
available by the 2008 Annual
Conference.
Ordained in 193 7, Rev. Ronald Alvord
Brunger graduated from Albion College
and earned a master of sacred theology
from Boston University before
embarking on his ministry in Michigan.
Rev. Brunger was the first - and only member of the clergy to serve in each of
the Detroit Conference's seven districts.

Rev. Brunger served predominantly in
rural and small town appointments
during his career.
Throughout his ministry, Rev. Brunger
cultivated his interest in the history of
the Methodist Church in Michigan. He
was an acknowledged expert on the
circuit riders and those who served as
missionaries to Native Americans in the
frontiers of the state. Along with the able
assistance of his wife, Florine, Rev.
Brunger was instrumental in the
continued development and maintenance
of the Detroit Conference Archives at
Adrian College. His tireless work
provides the foundation upon which
each subsequent archivist has been able
to assist researchers and others interested
in the history of our church in Michigan.
Many of Rev. Brunger's articles
appeared in the Michigan Christian
Advocate and covered a wide array of
subj ects pertaining to the history of the
Methodist Church in the state of
Michigan. His profiles of leaders such as
Elijah Pilcher are valuable histories that
reveal much about life as a circuit rider,
as well as the indefatigable research
conducted by Rev. Brunger to produce
such valuable work.
In the February 20, 1964 edition of the
Michigan Christian Advocate, Rev.
Brunger describes the life of the circuit
rider supported with the words of Elijah
Pilcher. The following is an example of
the descriptive way in which Rev.
Brunger wrote in all of his articles:
"This circuit rider often had to ride with
wet feet and limbs, and his limbs would
become so chafed that it was necessary
to wind a silk handkerchiefaround them
so that he could ride with some comfort.
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This circuit (Tecumseh to Co ldwater)
had two long stretches where there were
no houses. On the long trip from
Coldwater to Adrian the itinerants had
to stop en route at a tavern overnight
and pay their bills. Long afier Pilcher
wrote: 'The people of this day can form
no idea ofthe labor, inconvenience and
suffering incident to traveling a circuit
here in 1831-1832. What was the
pecuniary compensation? One hundred
dollars a year and board around. We
had to share with the people in the
coarseness and scantiness of their fare,
and sleep in their cabins. It is difficult
for even myself to realize the change
which has come over the face of the
country.. ,

'Pew rent seems to us today to belong to
aristocracy, and to be.fundamentally
undemocratic, and indeed un-Christian.
A pew was purchased for I he use of a
certain family; only they were supposed
to sit in it and those whom they might
invite. Pew rent presupposes a static
church and community, for with the
pews all owned and reserved by the
families of the church, where would
strangers sit? Pew rent seemingly was
fundamentally opposed to the evangelic
genius and spirit of early Methodism and
its desire to bring everyone to Christ. I
think that here in the Midwest the system
was not completely carried out. If the
owners of the pew did not appear.
visitors might be seated in their pew. ··

Rev. Brunger did not limit himself when
it came to historical writing. One of the
more intriguing articles in his collection
is a 1956 piece - again appearing in the
Michigan Christian Advocate regard ing old and new methods churches
utilized in raising funds. As was the case
with this piece, Rev. Brunger's focus
was on churches in the Tecumseh area.
As the Advocate pointed out in a sidebar
to Rev. Brunger's article about
fundraising, the church history in
Tecumseh largely mirrored that of other
Michigan communities and had
significance throughout the state.

At each church where he served as a
minister, Rev. Brunger took the time to
painstakingly research, record and write
that particular church's history. These
histories are on file at the Detroit
Conference Archives at Adrian College.
Many of the histories were revised by
Rev. Brunger as the years went on.

Rev. Brunger's writing was not limited
to the stultifying recitation of facts and
figures; he often utilized what he found
in his research to amplify his own
writing style and take on history. The
following excerpt from his article about
church finance illustrates the point when
discussing the strategy many churches
employed of renting out pews in their
sanctuaries:

It is hoped that the prospective collection
of Rev. Brunger's papers will introduce
his work to the uninitiated and serve as a
compelling collection for those who
have long enjoyed his work. As noted,
hopefully the collection will be available
at the 2008 Annual Conference, and that
you look forward it as much as members
of the Commission on Archives and
History are looking forward to the Ron
Brunger Papers.
Rev. Brunger died September 29, 2001
in Chelsea, Michigan. He was 90 years
old. It is hoped that through the
Commission's work with his papers, his
memory and his impact on historical
preservation on behalf of the Detroit
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Annual Conference will be honored and
furthered. If your church would like to
donate to the Ron Brunger Memorial
Fund to further this project, please
contact the Archivist.

"jfrom ~abblebag~ to ~atelliteg"
As the 2006 Annual Conference got
underway at Adrian College, the
Commission on Archives and History
was proud to present a lecture by Dr.
William K. Quick, delivered at the
Shipman Library on May 18.
Commission members and friends of the
Archive crowded into the meeting room
and sat outside the room to listen to Dr.
Quick's recitation of"From Saddle Bags
to Satellites," a fascinating history of the
evolution of the Methodist Church from
its earliest days in the United States to
our rapidly-changing world today.
Dr. Quick's lecture was filled with
memorable historical anecdotes and
humorous asides, such as the following
story:
"One of my favo rite circuit rider stories
comes out of the late 1830s in a remote
section ofMississippi. A Methodist
preacher named Nolley saw fresh wagon
tracks across a field, and overtook a
settler just unloading his goods and
placing his family on a new homestead.
"After learning who Nolley was, the
settler claimed in disgust: 'Another
Methodist circuit rider. !left Virginia for
Georgia to get clear of them. There they
got my wife and daughter, and I came to
Mississippi and here's one before I get
my wagon unloaded. '
" 'My friend, ' said Nolley, 'ifyou get to
heaven you will find Methodist preacher

there; ifyou go to hell, 1 am afraid you
will .find some there,· and you see how it
is on earth so you had better make Lerms
with us and be at peace. '"
Dr. Quick reviewed in detail the history
of the church in the burgeoning city of
Detroit and the hurdles the church faced
in gathering support and enthusiasm, a
problem for all Protestant denominations
in the city. Dr. Quick also described the
division of the state into two conferences
and the celebration of the Methodist
Centennial in 1866.
As all good history does - and must do,
Dr. Quick's lecture intertwined the
happenings of the church with the
economic, political and social trends
occurring in Michigan and the United
States, as well as the changing face of
the state from an almost entirely rural
state to one of industry. The effects of
two world wars and The Great
Depression on the Methodist church
were also studied in Dr. Quick's lecture,
as was a detailed accounting of the
unification ofthe church, revivalism and
the temperance movement.
Dr. Quick made special mention during
his lecture of the influence Bishop
Dwight Loder had on him and many
others in the United Methodist Church.
Dr. Quick reflected:
"Dwight is the bishop who enticed me to
come from North Carolina to
Metropolitan church in 1974. Pastors
have described him in myriad ways: 'a
man who could sell ice to
Eskimos .. .possesses such charm that he
could persuade a mule to try out for the
Kentucky Derby ... has wit enough to
entice an amateur checker player to
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challenge Bobby Fischer to a chess
game.'
"I found Dwight to be a sensitive and
caring pastor, an insightful, forceful and
inspiring preacher and a prophetic
witness. He easily put people at ease by
his sensitive caring, pastoral concern
and human compassion. How many
pastors and laity in the dark night of
their soul answered their phone and
heard on the other end: 'This is Dwight
Loder and I just heard about. .. and I
wanted you to know of my and
Mildred's love and prayers for you."'
Dr. Quick then reviewed each bishop
who followed in Dwight Loder's deep
footsteps before tying the past to the
present challenges of the church. His
talk was impressive in its breadth,
historical review and levity.
The Commission is extremely thankful
that Dr. Quick took the time to prepare
and deliver his fascinating account of
Methodism in the United States and
Michigan. All who heard it were suitably
impressed and learned much while
simultaneously being entertained and
engrossed.
A copy of the entirety ofDr. Quick's
lecture may be obtained through the
Detroit Conference Archives. Please
contact the Archivist/Historian for
details.
jurisdiction History and Archives meet in
Wisconsin
By Diana Spitnale Miller

The Annual Convocation of the North
Central Jurisdiction Commission on
Archives and History met in Dayton,
Ohio, July 10-13, at the United

Theological Seminary. Attending from
Detroit Conference were Diana Spitnale
Miller, Caro, chair of the Detroit
Conference Commission on Archives
and History, and Linda Schramm, ViceChair of Commissions and Historical
Societies Section of the Historical
Society of the United Methodist Church,
Archivist Emeritus Rev. James Simmons
and his wife, Charlotte.
Speakers during the four day event
included Rev. Ruth Stambach, retired
clergy, West Ohio Conference, who
spoke about going from "EUB to UMC"
as clergy; Rev. Timothy Binkley, curator
for the EUB Heritage Center and Dr.
Ritter Werner, organist, who led us in a
Moravian Love Feast using hymns of
Charles Wesley and playing an historic
tracker organ built by Pfeffer & Sons;
Rev. Binkley, who spoke moving the
EUB Heritage Center from the old
campus to the new campus of United;;
and Dr. Sarah Blair, director of the
Library at United, who discussed more
history of the move of the EUB chmch
to the United Methodist Church.
Historical Tours
On Tuesday we took a tour of historical
places in Ohio. We drove to Zanesfield
to visit the Dr. Earl S. Sloan Library and
the Ebenezer Zane Cabin, "the Cradle of
American Methodist Missions", relating
to the Native Americans in the area. We
toured the Village of Zanesfield and had
lunch at the Zanesfield UMC.
Then we went to Springfield to visit the
Clark Country Museum and the
Springfield Heritage Center.
On Wednesday night we had a visit from
Georgia Harkness discussing the 1956
General Conference where
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Clergywomen received full rights of
ordination.
Throughout the rest of the time, there
were meetings of the Commission where
conference representatives of the
Commissions on Archives and History
reported on their activities over the last
year. The next Convocation will be
held July 9 - 12, 2007 in Des Moines,
Iowa.
World Methodist Council Museum
While on a trip to Lake Junaluska in
August, Diana Miller was able to visit
the World Methodist Council Museum,
the Museum of Methodist and Wesleyan
Heritage. Rev. LaVere Webster is a
visiting curator adding artifac;ts and
giving tours. Rev. Webster will be the
guest lecturer at our meeting of the
Friends of the Archive, May 16, 2007.
His subject will be the life of Charles
Wesley.
A special exhibit at the museum was the
Ebenezer Methodist Place Collection.
The Collection has been shared by
Barbara and Thomas Southwell and
features about 1900 plates of which only
about 600 were on display.
The quinquennial meeting of the World
Methodist Council was hosted by the
Korean Methodist Church and the
Chung Dong First Methodist Church of
Seoul, July 18-19, 2006. At present, 77
member churches in 132 countries make
up the World Methodist Council. For
more information, go to the website http://www.worldmethodistcouncil.org/
2006WMCmeeting.html

Diana Spitnale Miller is the chair ofthe
Commission on Archives and History.

Methodists and Hermits: A Brief
Note*
By Matthew T. Herbst
*Part of a larger study of the subject, in
progress

The hermit has long been a part of the
Christian tradition. Antony of Egypt (ca.
250-356) was the pioneer who
abandoned the settled areas for the I ife
of solitude in the desert wilderness. He
turned away from the comforts of the
world and its quest for possessions,
power, and prestige, for the experience
of utter dependence on and
contemplation of God in the wasteland.
Though isolated, the hermit remained
connected to the wider church, for: "The
body is one and yet has many limbs, and
all these limbs, though many, form a
single body." (I Cor 12:12). The hermit
served as spiritual guide, arbiter,
witness, and fortress of prayer. The
eremitical (or hermit) tradition continued
throughout the middle ages and into the
modern world. It is often overlooked
that the father of the Reformation,
Martin Luther himself, was a member of
the Augustinian Order of Hermits.
Admittedly, as a result of Luther, the
Protestant tradition became largely
resistant to the eremitical life.
Despite this, this tradition took root in
the United States. Perhaps the most wellknown American experiment with the
solitary life was that of Henry David
Thoreau who for two years (1845-47)
lived on Walden Pond in MA. He
viewed his withdrawal as an attempt to
"live deliberately." He saw his
withdrawal " for humanity more than for
myself." He contrasted his own acetic
life in nature with those in the world
who unknowingly led "lives of quiet
desperation."
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The hermit phenomenon thrived
afterwards and by 1900 a Methodist
Newspaper observed: "All over the
United States those who travel in out-ofthe-way places may find hermits, who
have withdrawn themselves from the
society of their fellow-men and ... spend
their lives in absolute loneliness."
(Christian Advocate, Apr. 12, 1900).
The hermit presence disturbed Methodist
sensibilities which rejected this form of
Christian life as antithetical to
Christianity itself. Michigan Professor
E.P. Evans, writing for a Methodist
periodical, argued pejoratively that:
"Stern and gloomy souls like St. Antony
retired to the desert in order to gratify
more fu lly their ascetic cravings. Their
example was imitated by crowds of
admirers; and thus the waste places
became peopled with hermits whose
lives ... were those of beasts rather than
of men ... Domestic and civic virtues
were despised and crucified; hurtful
macerations and selfish sloth were
canonized." There was no place for such
a life today for: "it is an anachronism,
and a stumbling- block in the way of
human progress" and" ... antagonistic to
society and to the family, is necessarily
and logicaJly a foe of civil and political
liberty."[Zion 's Herald and Wesleyan
Journal, Nov. 21, 1867] Methodists
contrasted their own active spirit with
that of the "passive" hermit.
Methodists considered it their duty to
engage in the great political and social
issues of the day for "[n ]o Christian can
shirk or shift his civic duty without sin."
[Zion's Herald, Dec. 30, 1903] While
the Methodist worked for the
community, the hermit, they argued, was
concerned only for himself. Moreover,
it was believed that hermits rejected the

very social nature that was installed into
humanity by God: " It was never the
purpose of God that any of his creatures,
created in his own image, should spend
their days in the hermit's cell, or shun
society of their own spec ies. Our
heavenly Father implanted in the human
mind social qualities capable of being
greatly improved and strengthened by
careful cultivation." [Zion 's Herald
March 7, 1866]. Methodism, on the
other hand, exemplified this social
element through its class meetings,
societies, committees, and conferences.
Methodists also rejected the hermit' s
desire to be alone with God.Writing in
verse, Rev. John Scarlett explained:
"The hermit in his solitude immured
Is but a feeble specimen of man;
His sinful malady cannot be cured
But by the social, saving Gospel plan.
[Christian Advocate, Sept. 4, 1873.]
Despite the overwhelming antipathy,
Bishop John F. Hurst wrote in the
Michigan Christian Advocate (January
10, 1903 ), that "one cannot mistake the
place which the recluse occupies in the
history of the church." While he did not
agree with some of the reasons that the
hermit chose to live this life, he admitted
that "some of his work does need
imitation. He saw danger in the madding
crowd. His glory was to endure and say
nothing. He knew nothing of strife and
friction of controversy ... We need
something more of the same calmness."
Around the same time, Methodists in
Michigan and beyond were discussing
the related question of the role of
asceticism in the Christian life some
seeing it as essential, others as wrongheaded.
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While some Methodists may have begun
to see the value of the eremitical life,
there was still no place for the hermit in
the Methodist way. This has, sadly,
remained the case to the present. Today,
a great champion of the hermit life is W.
Paul Jones (see his, Teaching the Dead
Bird to Sing, 2002). Paul Jones was born
and raised a Methodist in Appalachia.
Overcoming an underprivileged
background, he went on to earn his
doctorate degree, to become an ordained
Methodist minister, a Professor at a
United Methodist Seminary, and a
zealous social justice advocate who
chose to live (with his family) in urban
poverty with those in need rather than
safer and more comfortable parts
elsewhere. Professor Jones took students
to visit monasteries as part of their
learning experience and this had a
profound impact on the teacher. He
began to spend time in monastic settings
and eventually became a Trappist Monk
and then, a Catholic Priest.
Today, Paul Jones is a hermit in the
Ozarks and author of numerous books on
his journey and spiritual practices.
Interestingly, W. Paul Jones noted that it
was only when he entered monastic life
that he was able to live out the Wesleyan
tradition in which he had ostensibly been
raised.

Jfyou have a story of hermit life in
Michigan (or elsewhere) or are
interested in the subject, please contact
Matlhew T Herbst at
mtherbst@ucsd.edu or 858-822-4859 or
write to him at: 9500 Gilman Dr.
#0546, University of California-San
Diego, La Jolla, CA 92093-0546. Dr.
Herbst is a former Historian/A rchivist of
the Detroit Conference.

Editor's Note:
The Historical Messenger welcomes
submissions of original articles for
publication. If you are interested in
submitting an article regarding
historical research or even a unique
anecdote that pertains to the history of
the Detroit Annual Conference and ·
would make interesting reading,
please do not hesitate to contact the
Archives for information on
submission information.

Paul Jones is following in the path paved
by Thomas Merton who was the greatest
American defender of the eremitical life
in the 201h Century from his Trappist
monastery in Kentucky. They have both
worked to clear up much of the
misunderstanding of the eremitical life
among those not familiar with this
tradition.
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A MYSTERY IN KINGSTON
By Mark 0 . Ke ller
Tiny Kingston, in Tuscola County, in
Michigan 's Thumb area, has a mystery
on its hands. An antique store there, now
long out of business, acquired a bronze
plaque with the names of some 78 World
War I-era servicemen on it.
The title of the plaque said "Honor Roll,
Central Methodist Church 1917-1918."
It was indeed an honor roll for World
War I soldiers, but how had it gotten to
Kingston and where did it rightfully
belong?
With the assistance of the Kingston Area
Historical Committee, the research work
of Am Vet Post 1072, Dean E.
Sadlberger Post and VFW Post 5317 especially the work of Don Lottersome of the mysteries have been solved.
Yet not of the questions have been
answered.
The most lingering query that still needs
to be answered is how did the plaque get
to Kingston?
Through the efforts of former Kingston
UMC pastor Rev. Terry Butters, and
questions raised among delegates to the
Detroit Annual Conference, it was
determined that the Central Methodist
Episcopal Church was located in
downtown Pontiac. The church had
merged with a EUB church there - and
the ME church was tom down some 45
years ago. The congregation is now part
of the Waterfol"d UMC, whose present
pastor is Jim Kellerman.
With the research of Don Lotter, who
took some four trips to the Michigan
State Archives in Lansing, we know that

almost all of the men on this plaque were
from the Detroit or Pontiac area, and
almost all served in our military during
World War I (19 17-1918). The state
archive records li st their home of record
at the time they served. Yet the central
question of how and why the plaque
found its way to Kingston remains.
On August I 9, 2006, the plaque was
turned over to representatives of the
Waterford UMC congregation at the
Kingston Depot in the Park. This depot
serves as the headquarters for the
Kingston Area Historical Committee.
Appropriate military honors for the
occasion were given by AmVet and
VFW posts, taps were played, and
salutes rendered. The plaque was going
home.
Through the efforts of Richard and Jan
Peter, and other members of the
Kingston Area Historical Committee, a
theory was developed on how the plaque
arrived in Kingston. It seems there were
several families from Kingston who
lived in Kingston, but worked in Pontiac.
It is possible one of these families
brought the plaque from Pontiac to
Kingston. Of particular interest Coan.
Jim Coan was a World War I veteran.
He would have known many of the
persons whose names were inscribed on
the plaque. Possibly he or his daughters
"creatively acquired" this plaque at the
time the Pontiac Central ME church was
tom down about 1960 or so.
The original antique dealer, Clayton
Vanriette, never told anyone exactly how
this sign came to be in his store. He had
the sense not to sell it - but eventually
donated it to the Kingston Area
Historical Committee. One assumes that
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he acquired it at an auction, but we know
nothing more.
If anyone reading this can add any more
information to this saga, please contact
the Archivist of the Detroit Conference.
We would like to know the rest of the
story. If only the plaque could talk!
Mark 0. Keller is a professional
historian and genealogist, and serves as
the historian for the Caro United
Methodist Church. Mr. Keller
specializes in Michigan Indians and the
history of Caro/Tuscola County. He is
also a member of the Detroit Conference
Commission on Archives and History.
INMEMORIAN
Dorothy Reuter
It is with great sadness that the
Commission on Archives and History
report the death of Dorothy Reuter, who
died September 21, 2006.

Dorothy, a longtime member of Mt.
Olivet United Methodist Church in
Dearborn, dedicated her life to teaching
and the study and writing of history and
truly defined the term "friend of the
Archives." Many of you are familiar
with her comprehensive work Methodist
Indian Ministries in Michigan, 18301990, published in 1993. The book was
commissioned by the Michigan Area
Historical Society following Dorothy's
work in producing a 32-page booklet
promoting interest in the ten UMC
Indian churches in the state of Michigan.
D01:othy grew up on a farm in westcentral Indiana. She earned both
undergraduate and graduate degrees
from Indiana State University and taught
for 24 years at the junior high and high

school level in Indiana and Michigan.
Dorothy was extraordinarily active
within the local churches she attended in
addition to her exhaustive research work,
personal interviews and indefatigable
writing efforts that culminated in
Methodist Indian Ministries in
Michigan.
It is perhaps fitting to quote from
Dorothy's own writings to properly
honor her devotion to telling the story of
the Methodist Indian ministry in our
state. From the Introduction of her book:

"A disadvantaged Michigan United
Methodist is one who has not learned of
the sacrifice of the· early missionaries in
the area today identified as the state of
Michigan, the mistreatment given the
Indians by fur traders and others with
their whiskey, or learned about the great
efforts put forth by the Indians
themselves to spread the Gospel ofJesus
Christ among their own people - the
Chippewa, Ottawa, and Potawatomi. "

J.A. Baughman Church History of the
Year Award
Application Form
Detroit Annual Conference
Commission on Archives and History
Deadline: February 1, 2006
The Commission on Archives and
History is sponsoring its second annual
Church History ofthe Year competition.
Send in a written history, a video history
of your church or even the link to a
website detailing the story of your
church. The Commission will recognize'
the best entry at Annual Conference.
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Contestants are under no strict
guidelines: Past entries have included
formal written histories complete with
oral histories, video interviews with
longtime congregation members and
church historians, photographs, building
histories, video/audio recordings of
sermons and special services, and all of
the above. The only limitation is your
imagination.
If your church would like to participate
in the Detroit Conference's church
history competition, please fill out this
application and submit it to the
Historian/Archivist at the address listed
below along with your church' s most
recent history. Questions and comments
may also be sent to the
Historian/Archivist.

Church Information:
Name of church:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
Church website (if applic~ble):
Contact Person/phone, e-mail:
Format (circle all that apply): Print
Video (DVDNHS) Website Other

'{l!;bt ~~~torital :flt~~tngtr

Newsletter of the Commission on
Archives and History
Detroit Conference of the United
Methodist Church
Diana Spitnale Miller, Chair
Matthew May, Historian and Archivist
Unless otherwise noted, all original
material within has been written by
Matthew May
Questions about the content of this
newsletter and research queries may be
directed to the Historian/Archivist at:
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, MI 49221
517.546.2730
E-mail: matthewtmay@yahoo.com
On the Web at:
http://www.adrian.edu/library/resources/
archive.php
Monetary donations are welcome in the
form of joining the " Friends of the
Archive" group, which sponsors
memberships of one year for $6, two
years for $15, five years for $30, and a
lifetime membership for $100. Payment
by check (payable to "Friends of the
Archive") and member information can
be sent to:

Date history was compiled
Submit application and entry to:

Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, MI 49221

Sharon Scott, Treasurer
214 E. Michigan Ave.
Clinton, MI 49236
"Friends of the Archive" is a non-profit
group that supports the Archive and the
mission of historical preservation of
documents and material pertaining to the
Detroit Conference. Your support is
necessary to sustain the Archive and
bridge the past, present and future.
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