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HERE AND THERE
Since the last issue of the Messenger, we
have added two more life members -- Floyd L.
Haight(formerly with the Dearborn Historical Commission and now retired), and Mrs. Jes sie Johnson(wldow of Rev. E. Shurley Johnson,
Who gained eminence in our conference as an
ex-missionary to India and as associate pastor
of Central Church, Detroit, for 23 years!) In
addition to these, we have received several
new memberships or renewals.
A regular membership is $3 for one year,
$5 for two years. A Sustaining Membership is
$10; Contr ibuting Membership $25; Life Membership $100. Send your dues to Rev. Allan Gray,
404 Seminole Dr., Tecumseh, Mi. 49286.
One hundred years ago Rutherford B. Hayes
(a good Methodist from Fremont, Ohio) was our
President. His wife Lucy,sometimes called
"lemonade Lucy", served no wine at White House
dinners.
In 1878 Central, Detroit, was the largest
Church In the Conference with 712 members. Ann
Arbor had 580 members, Adrian 525, Court St.
Flint 500, Garland St. Flint 32~,Pontiac 306.
On Dec. 31, 1886, The Fowlervtlle M.E.
.
Church held t~ traditional Watch Night Servtce.
The reporter wrote: At 9:30 there wi 11 be a
short Intermission when the ladies will serve
a free lunch. Let us all join in watch i ng the
old year out and the new year in." The following Wednesday the L.A.S. held a rainbow social.
"Each gentleman will be expected to sew something for which 2 prizes will be given, one for
the best and one for the worst. All are invited."
The Monroe Democrat in early January 1877
reported that ''snow 1i es deep in a 11 the roads
tnere there is excellent sleighing." At the
1875 Dundee Methodist Christmas program, Rev.
VanEvery was presented with a "beautiful buffalo robe'~ to keep him warm when sleighing.
The Tecumseh Herald in January 1893 reported,
"The lee crop Is being harvested. It took
s lx tc<tms four and one-half days to fi 11 Wi 1llamson's refrigerator, with 417 loads,
averaging one-and-one half tons each.
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MY FIRST CONFERENCE APPOINTMENT
- Rev. L. c. York
"One beautiful summer evening in 1856,
while teaching in Howell, Mich., I went to
the Methodist Church to attend a prayermeeting. I had thought for some time that
I ought to join a church, as I had been a
professor of religion for nearly twenty
years. Being pretty well acquainted with
the pastor (having given him private lessons
in Latin and Greek for nearly two years),
I asked him, as he was about to dismiss,
if he wou 1d accept me as a probat! one r in
the Church. The following Saturday morning he asked me to preach the next day,
and at a quarterly conference held soon
afterwards I was voted a license to preach,
and was recommended to the annual conference. W.E. Bigelow, then presiding elder
of Ann Arbor district, signed my license,
and presented my recommendation at the first
session of the Detroit annual conference,
held in Adrian. There I received my first
appointment.
It was a two weeks' c~rcMit, with
four small villages, where I was expected
to preach every alternate Sabbath, and two
country schoolhouse appointments, making
three services each Sabbath, and a ride
of over thirty miles. The Saturday following my appointment I went upon the charge,
visited a number of my stewards, and without any of their assistance, rented a
house, into which I moved my family.
At my second round I called a meeting
at my residence, of the officiary of the
Church, which was pretty well attended,
but as soon as I was formally opened one
of the brethren asked for a private room,
where they might consult together. In a
short time they returned, saying they had
decided not to accept me as their pastor,
and that I was at liberty to go when and
where I pleased. To this I replied: I am
here by the authority of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, and the Lord willing,
shall stay and preach at least in these
two churches, and I now notify you they
must not be closed against me. The schoolhouses I cannot control; neither can you.
Do as you please about my salary. My credit
is good, and I shall remain till the first
quarterly conference at least." Whereupon
one of the stewards said he thought they would
(Cont. on P. 2 )
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better hold another private interview, and after a few moments they returned, fixed my
claim and apportioned it to my six appointments.
"There was neither prayer-meetings nor Sunday school within the bounds of my charge.
After a little I gave notice that on the next Thursday evening there would be a prayermeeting at the church. The janitor was ordered to ring the bell and light the church and
my wife, with myself and the Lord(praise him!) were all that were there. Within a few
months, however, the room became pretty well filled on prayer-meeting evenings. At the
second quarterly c~ference it was decided to hold a camp-meeting, commencing on the
third day of June. It proved to be a very late spring, and when we went into the woods
on the third day of June, there was not a leaf on a tree there as big as a mouse's ear.
But we held the meeting, and two boys were converted. One of them died on the battle
field in our Civil war, and the other is now a superannuated member of the Detroit annual
conference. We held a continuous meeting from the third of June till the first of September, at different points on the charge, and during that time I was, in addition to my
Sunday labor, engaged every evening of the week save one. Over two hundred joined our
church as the result.
I served this charge the full disciplinary term, and was frequently asked toreturn again, which I did after about fourteen years. By way of explanation: My first
official board was composed of good reliable Christian Men, all t j them now in the
spirit world; but they had been prejudiced against me unseen and unheard, and their
first impulse was to act on that prejudice. I now rejoice in saying they became my
warmest, klndest~frtends, and ever so remained. In less than one year we had four
weekly prayer-meetings and four Sunday schools, all well equipped.
Late in the fall of the first year my wife accompanied me to a village evening
appointment. The house was well filled, although I had but one member at that place.
During service we had a hard rain storm, which did not close with the meeting. Ten
miles from home, dark night, roads rough, and still raining. My thought was, what
shall I do? This was soon settled by my wife telling me that we were invited to stop
over night at the doctor's whose wife and some of the children were there with a lantern. On reaching the house the boys assisted me in caring for my horse, and waited
on me into the house, where I was introduced to the doctor, who very indifferently
shook hands with me, without so much as saying, "Good evening." (I learned afterwards
that he had said that he would not pay one cent toward the support of any Methodist
preacher or go to hear me preach.)
Thinking that I must be social whether others were or not, I opened on the doctor,
saying to him: "Well, doctor, this is a dark stormy night." "Yes," was the brief answer. "Have you much sickness about here this fall?" "No." "Hope you will not have a
professional call to go out in such a storm as this. You have a beautiful home here,"
"Good enough" was his answer. "How long have you lived here?'' "Over thirty years,"
and rising, left the room unceremoniously. In due time, after a few words of prayer,
we were shown to our room, when my wife with some earnestness said "Mr. York, if this
was my case, I should hitch up the horse and go home to-night." "To which I replied:
"My dear, this is not your case. It's mine. That doctor is an intelligent man, and
I'm going to have a visit with him before I go home." She replied:" I don't see how
you can, when he won't talk." I said; "He will talk in the morning. Guess he's tired
tomi ght.
After a good night's sleep, I awoke in the morning, hearing someone kindling a
fire. Quickly dressing myself, I went into the room with "Good morning, doctor," to
which he responded, without looking at me. The rain storm was over, which I talked
about again, and his nice home; then asked him which was his native state. "Well,
doctor, I find a good many here in Michigan from New York state. I am from central
New York. Who did you read medicine with?" He replied: "Dr. White, of Cherry Valley."
In a moment my wife rul!hed into the room with a "Good morning, doctor. I understood
you to say that you read medicine with Doctor White. He was my father's preceptor."
(Cont. on P. 3)
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"What was your father's name?'' he asked. On being told, he rushed ta-~ard her with
hand outstretched, saying ''lets us shake hands. Your father was my chum.••
The doctor's tongue was unloosed, and my wife monopolized the conversation till
late in the afternoon, when, as we were leaving for home, he said to me:' 'Whenever you
can conveniently do so, come and stop over night with us. If I am not here, you kna-~
the way to the barn. There's plenty of room and plenty of feed. Help yourself.'' More
than once after this he loaded my buggy with bags of wheat, keeping his word but having
his wife pay the money.••
(Editor's Note: This autobiographical fragment ends abruptly, a bit further on. We wonder
If any reader has knowledge of a further autobiographical sketch by York? The circuit referred to above, was the Brighton Circuit.)
A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF REV. LODOWICK CLARK YORK
Lodowick Clark York was one of the eminent Methodist preachers to rise from the ferment
of the early Michigan frontier. He was born in Brookfield, Madison County, N.Y., Dec. 22,
1817. His parents were devoted Christians, who took their chkldren to religiou s services
and trained them in the Christian way. At the age of 19, young York went to a Methodist
campmeeting. Here he gave his heart to Christ, and consecrated himself to His service. A
great peace and a warm joy filled his heart.
As a boy he was "an apt student of books'.' At the tender age of 15 he was selected as
teacher of a country school. He was so successful, that school trustees in the area, vied
for his services. He taught for over 20 years, taking brief periods to attend school himself. A fine school building was erected in Brookfield, and he was secured as principal of
the academy, as it was called. In August 1845, he married Frances Collester, daughter of a
physician In a nearby town.
Mrs. York's father owned 320 acres of "wild land" in Livingston County, Michigan, which
she soon Inherited on his death. A few years later the Yorks moved to Michigan, settling in
Hewell, which was near their land. He opened an advanced school in Howell, which was soon
thronged by eager young people. There were no public high schools as yet.
During this time the church at Ha-~ell lost its pastor, and York was secured to preach
and fill out the year. The request brought a crisis; he had long been resisting a call to
the mini s try. He yielded to the "inward pressure of the Spirit. and the outward summons of
the church." After preaching in Howell some months, he applied for admission to the Conference that fall. In this year 1856, Michigan Methodism was being divided into two Annual Conferences. The organizing session of the Detroit Conference met at Adrian. Here York was
received on trial, and sent to the Brighton Circuit.
His subsequent appointments were Corunna, Ontonagon, Monroe, Holly, Flushing, assistant
pastor Flint, Medina, Clayton, Brighton(second time), Wayne, Denton, Williamston, Dearborn,
Denton(second time), and Belleville. It was said that in "all these charges he served with
success, edifying the church, witnessing conversions and improving the church property." For
two years he was ~enesee County Superintendent of Schools, and served a nominal appointment
in Flint. He possessed a sweet disposition; he "excelled as a pastor, and his visits among
his people were veritable benedictions. He was equally skilled as an administrator of the
affairs of the church."
York retired in 1886 after 30 successful years of ministry, and lived with his son Bertrand, finally in Detroit. He died there May 31, 1907, and was buried at Holly. He was survived by his wife, then an invalid, his daughter the wife of Rev. James Joslin, his son Bertrand who W£1S an attorney, and his ·son Francis, organist of Central Church and director of the
Detroit Conservatory of Music. In a notable funeral service, four ministers spoke of his
life and character qualities; four others assisted in the service. He was the oldest member
of the Conference at the time of his passing, and died triumphant in his faith.
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THE BEGINNINGS OF METHODISM IN STEPHENSON
Let us travel in imagination to the Upper Peninsula town of Stephenson, In midMenominee County, and backward in time over a century ago. It Is fairly likely that
the first white men to stand on the site of Stephenson were the U.S. Surveyor and his
party. The surveyor was Henry Floyd: his chainmen were Robert Brevoort and Appalin
Goun, and the axeman was George M. of Southfield. On Nov. 11, 1847, they were working
South of Stephenson. Floyd reported " the land except swamp rolling 3rd rate. Poor
sandy soil west of Stream (the little Cedar). Timber Hemlock Beech Maple Birch Sugar
& s are few W. P i ne. ' '
Possibly other white men had preceded the surveyors here. louis Chappeau, a
French Canadian in the employ of the British-American Fur Co., established a fur trad ing post at Marinette as early as 1796. William Farnsworth and Charles Brush established a post at Menominee in 1823; Chappeau proceeded to build a new post up-river
five miles. Farnsworth and Brush in 1832 began a primitive swamill, powered by a
water mill, and also began a fishing business. In 1854 a sawmill was star ted near
Cedar River; In 1856 three sawmills were begun in Menominee-Marinette. In the 1860's
with the vast demand for lumber created by the Civil War and the growth of cities
In the midwest, the logging boom on the Menominee River began. By 1870 the county
had over 1,000 white people concentrated about Menominee. A crude road, the Bay De
Noc, was scratched through from Menominee along Green Bay, to Cedar Rive r and Escanaba
after 1865. On Oct. 7-8, 1871, came the tragic Peshtigo forest fire. Menominee and
Marinette were saved by strenuous efforts. When the fire was over, 1,280, 00C acres
had burned and about 1500 persons had perished; Peshtigo,Wis., and Birch Creek (5 miles
north of Menominee) had been wiped out.
In 1872 the Chicago Northwestern Railroad was striving to punch a railroad
through the wilderness from Menominee to Escanaba as fast as it could, in order to
hold land grants which had been made on condition that the road should be bui It by
Jan. 1, 1873. The grading was done in a haphazard manner; almost anything went, if
only the railroad could drive an engine over it to Escanaba by the end of the year.
A young lad of 17 by the name of William J. Oberdorffer had come from Germany the year
before with his widowed mother and her five other children • . He worked on the railroad
The job was let out in sections of 100 feet, and William and his partner completed
3 or 4 of these. They "made the grade by cutting tamarack about 16 feet ~ong, laying
them crossways and piling the brush on top and then cutting great squares of sod,
turning them over with the grass underneath to make a grade of 5 to 6 feet. Nigh anything went." William wrote long after. In the last week of 1872 the crews working
north of Menominee and the crews working west f rom Escanaba met on the bridge between
Powers and Spalding. A train was driven over the rickety track to Escanaba with a few
days to spare.
The railroad worked all during 1873 with gravel trains to make it bed usable. The
track dropped through the bog south of Powers, and had to be moved to one side on new
ties, That spring Barney Nadeau took the job of boarding the crews of the gravel trains.
He built a large frame camp at Bagley with 12 inch white pine boards (which would be
worth a small fortune today) standing upright, in a crude barn constructi on . For some
months there was a crew of 100 men in this camp. The sawmill companies which were now
logging along the Menominee River. hauled supplies up the old State road(County road
577 today) along the east side of the river. To the west of Stephenson, the Relay Farm
was cleared and establiahed by the Ludington, Wells, & VanSchaick Lumberin g Co. of
Menominee in 1874. The farm was to provide a stopping place for loggers and haulers
going north to the camps on the upper Menominee and its tributaries. The farm served
as a relay; here fresh horse~ were provided. Here foodstuffs for horses and men were
grown. In 1886 the Relay Farm raised 75 tons of hay, 800 bushels of potatoes, and
several hundred bushels of oats, onions, cabbages, and other vegetables.
The trains in those days were drawn by "wood- burners." They required enormous
quantities of fuel wood, and furnished impetus immediately to settlements in the midcounty area. In 1873 Mellen Smith build a mill in Wallace. In 1874 S.A. Benjamin

-5built a small mill at Ingalls. Late in 1874 Harlan P. Bird built a small mill at Stephenson, and then a general store around which a cluster of houses appeared. A village
was platted by James B. Goodman. That quite a number of settlers came to Stephenson
Immediately Is shown by the fact that school as held for three months In 1875-76 with
27 pupils; In a log house. In 1877 a frame school building was erected at a cost of
$500 and school was maintained for six months.
The new town didnot yet have Its present name. When the railroad was being built
through the trackless wilderness, the stopping places for the construction crews were
only distances from Menominee, and were named in terms of miles. Number 22 was presently called Wausedo or Waucedah. When William Oberdorffer moved here in 1876 to clear
his farm, two miles northeast, this name was on both sides of the depot. The People
didn't like the name. Samuel Stephenson had been a prominent lumberman who logged most
of the pine in this area and was finally elected Congressman •. His brother Isaac became
the Marinette millionaire, and brother Robert had a hotel here in the early years; both
had Interests In this area. The majority of the people petitioned the railroad to
change the name to Stephenson. The change was made before 1880.
In the winter of 18-76, the vt11age consisted of a station, a section house, a
general store, and a steam sawmill on the west bank of the river, north of the present
bridge. Lumber was piled along a railroad siding; there were a number of small company houses. Soon there were Jogging camps scattered throughout the woods around.
There was a camp on ~he east side in Stephenson in the fall of 1879. In September 1878,
Father Martin Fox of Spalding said the first Mass in Stephenson in the school. The
next year a quaint small church was built on the present Catholic site. The Stephenson
Catholics had a church building before the Methodists, but the Methodists were to have
a resident pastor two years before the Catholics.
In the early days of the vi II age of Stephenson, "when this village was just an opening in the vast forest" with "a few houses scattered -along by the railroad track, a
mi 11, a b 1acksml th shop and a store,'' some of the Protestant women "got together and
decided they must have worship and Sunday School privileges for their children." They
met turn about in their homes on Sunday afternoon. Once in a while they would have a
minister from Menominee or a missionary. It wasn't unusual for them to have a service
or prayer meeting In a nearby lumber camp. Often times in winter, when snow Jay deep
upon the ground, and foot travel was impossible, a sleigh would go from home to home
gathering up whole families, take them to the meeting and return them to their respective homes when services were ended." These services were being held as early as
1876, and possibly even in 1875. After the new frame schoolhouse was built In 1877,
the services were held there. That year Mr. & Mrs. Joseph E. Laycock arrived in
Stephenson, and Immediately became leaders in the community church.
In this schoolhouse the first community Christmas tree was held. Was it In 1877?
Mr. Laycock "solicited gifts from Menominee merchants and it was a great event. There
was a gift of some kind for everyone, including the squaws, and some dissatisfaction
because one squaw's length of calico was perhaps of a brighter hue than another's.''
Down in Menominee, a Methodist Church had been organized in July 1872, and in
1873 the Methodists erected a building. The Menominee Methodists came into a difficult time around 1880, with periods in which they had no pastor. Their Fourth Quarterly Conference held Aug. 19, 1881 passed a resolution- -"That we request the Presiding Elder to supply us with a pastor as best he can during the ensuing year.•• It was
not until March 18, 1882, that Rev. A.R. Crittenden came and enter~d on his work. It
was a fortunate day for Stephenson.
Rev. A.R. Crittenden had the true spirit of the circuit riders. With a zeal
for the extension of Christ's kingdom, a hunger for souls' a compassion for his fellowmen, he sought to reach the people of the area. He didn't have a horse; he walked,
as did many of our other pioneer preachers ·in the north. The hay and oats for a horse
were expensive In the north, and the snow in wintertime too deep. A man could traverse
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deep snow with snowshoes. Crittenden walked up the railroad, and visited the settlements and logging camps. Obviously he soon had a schedule and plan.
Already at the Quarterly Conference held In Menominee on May 22, ltl82, Crittenden
could give this amazing report; ••preached at Menominee ten times; Stephenson seven times;
Daggett three times; Wallace two times; outside this circuit four t imes; and organized
a class at Stephenson.•• Records indicate this class was organized in early May. We
do not have a list of the Charter members, but we know that they included Mr. & Mrs.
Joseph Laycock, and some, if not all. of the following: Conrad Gould, Mr. and Mrs. David
Edgerly, Sarah Churchill, Mrs. Isaac Gould, and Mrs. M.J. Carr. The reports from the
Fourth Quarterly Conference in August 1882, indicate that Crittenden had raised some
money towards a church building in Stephenson.
The Annual conference in September 1882, sent Rev. Alfred Phillips to Stephenson,
a new appointment. James Goodman, the real estate man who had platted the village,
now donated the present church lots to the Stephenson Methodist Episcopal Society, with
the provision that a suitable church be built on them by July 20th, 1884. Rev. Phillips'
task was clearly laid out; he had to build up membership and interest, obtain enough
financial support to keep him, and get a church built. He did not get the church
built, but a foundation of stone was laid for It, and money raised, and this effort
apparently satisfied Goodman and kept the church site safe.
At first Quarterly Conference on Nov. 10,1883, Rev. William Dowlman reported
that $550 had been raised by subscription for the new church. The next summer he was
able to report: 11 Church building enterprise is succeeding admirably, and the few who
wish well to our beloved Zion are to be commended for their work and labor. Our Sabbath School is maintaining Its Interest with an average attendance of five teachers
and thirty children. During this quarter we have organized an efficient choir with
Mr. Norwood Bowers as 1eade r. ••
Rev. Alfred Phillips was returned to Stephenson in September 1884. Many different fund-raising events were held. The newspaper often reported news of the sawmill
and lumbering interests (sometimes of tragic accidents) and news of church socials.
On April 23, 1885, we read: 11 There have been extensive preparations made for the
exercises at Laycock's hall on Friday night. This entertainment promises to be an
excellent one, the admission is 25¢, reserve seats 35¢. There has been a great deal
of preparation for this entertainment and the tableaux Is said to be more beautiful
than any that has ever been shown In town. This entertainment is to be for the benefit of the church and those attending will be well entertained. Our people are noted
for giving good entertainment and this we are assured will be the most attractive of
any.•• Obviously this little group of Stephenson Methodists were working hard to raise
money to finish their church building.
On July 23, 1885, much of the business section of Stephenson burned; Phillips'
home and possessions were burned also. The early church records were lost. The losses
suffered by the people, mad the financial problems of the church more severe. But
the church was completed in December 1885, and dedicated on Feb. 21, 1886. With the
completion of the church, Rev. Phillips apparently felt that his work at Stephenson
was done. In April 1886 he left to return to his native England. His two and a half
years here, in two pastorates, were crucial years, ln the late '80's the church grew
rapidly in membership, financial support, spiritual power and influence. Then with
the collapse of the logging industry, the church and community experienced spiritual
and economic depression in the '90's. But though dimmed in difficult times, the light
of faith kindled here when Stephenson was a primitive logging community a bit over a
century ago, has never died out.

