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HISTORIC CHURCHES MARKED BY
MICHIGAN HISTORICAL MARKERS
Recently we stopped in front of the
Cli nton United Methodist Church to look
at Its solid brick exterior, ponder Its
long history, and admire the triangle
sign(for the corner location) advertisIng the services In the side panels,
and in the center an official Mich igan
Historical Marker, which was installed
In 1977. The marker reads as follows:
"CLINTON UN ITED
METHODIST
CHURCH
Here stands Michigan's
oldest Methodist Church
building In continual use,
In 1835 members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church
of Clinton purchased this
land. They began construction In 1837 and by 1843
raised sufficient funds
for the completion of this
church with Its thick
brick walls and German
stained glass windows. In
1897 the tower was added;
twenty years later the
north wing was built. This
pioneer church remains an
Inspiration to Methodists
throughout the state.''
Another United Methodist Church which
boasts an official Michigan Historical
Marker out front, attached to the old
frame building, Is Lake Orion, Their
marker which was placed here In 1873
reads as follows:
"LAKE OR ION
METHODIST CHURCH
Methodist missionaries
preached here in the 1826's
and In 1833 1 class was
(Continued on p. 2)

OUR CONFERENCE CANE
Many of ou r younger ministers and lay members
new to our Annual Confe rence, may not be aware
that we have a unique conference cane. The cane
Is held by the oldest member of the Conference,
who has served at least 35 years In our Conference and is a resident of the Mi ch lgan a rea.
The Conference Cane dates from 1904, and
Is made of wood from ~he original Methodist
Episcopal chu rch In Adrian(bullt in 1840), In
whi ch the Detroit Annual Conference was organIzed In 1856. The Michigan Annual Conference
had previously met In this church In 1842 and
1849.
The eane has four small metal plates with
numerals; the No, 1 plate stands for the main
body of the cane, The No. 2 plate stands for
an inset of wood from the old log church on the
River Rouge, the first Methodist church in Michigan, built in the spring of 1818, It was secured from one of several canes made in 1851
from the remains of our first church.
The third insert of wood Is from the . bookcase of Seth Reed(1823-1924), Michigan Meth odism's centena ri an. In his early years Reed was
a circu it rlde4 on our frontier; in his later
life he was a l ead ing preacher, presiding elder,
and founder of Insti tu tions, a man highly
honored, The fourth insert of wood Is from a
tree near the resting place of Barbara Heck on
the banks of the St, lawrence River In Canada.
She was the fervent Method ist from Ireland who
in the 1760's stirred up her cousin Philip Embury, to do the first Methodist preaching in
New York.
Tne Conference Cane has been he1d tnrough
the years by many of the honored men of our
Conference--19 In all. It went first In 1904
to Francis Asbury Blades, who was pastor in
Adrian at the close of the Civil 1\War and was
a,presiding e lde r . It went in 1905 to Seth Reed,
who held i t for 19 years. Seth Reed answered
the rollcall of Conference for 79 consecutive
times, a record never to be surpassed. The
Cane has been held by David Casler, early leader
and presiding elder in our far north; by James
E. Jacklin who was long connected wlth the Advocate, a founder of the Chelsea Home, and who
died at the age of 97.
Another cane-holder was Addis Leeson, who
served churches from the coppe r country to Detro i t, was superintendent of the Marquette and
Flint Districts, and 6 years Superintendent of
the Che1sea home. And another cane-holder was
(Continued on p. 2)
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organized. Services were
held In homes and schoolhouses, and In 1853 several
denominations combined
to build a union church.
The cornerstone of the
present building was laid
In 1872, and the church was
dedicated on June 14, 1873.
Members donated time and
materials to reduce the
cost to $7,000. To escape
a noi s y railroad, the church
wa s moved to its present
location in 1901. 11
Are there other Methodist Churches in
our Conference which have Michigan Histori ca 1 rna rkers?
The Friends of the Archives have negotiated with the Michigan History Division,
and are ordering two Michigan Historical
Markers for two of our Conference Historic
Sites In the Upper Peninsula. A two-post
marker will be placed at the site of the
early Methodist Indian Mission at the Soo;
the Soo Central Church is aiding us to the
extent of $100 in this project. A onepost marker will be placed at the Zeba
Indian Methodist Church, formerly the Kewawenon Mission. We hope that these markers can be manufactured and installed by
early summer. We are excited by this proJect and trust our readers are also.
NEW YEAR'1 S WAS DIFFERENT YESTERDAY
In the Monroe Commercial Weekly for Jan.2,
1868, we read, 11 the old custom of making New
Year's calls was pretty generally observed
yesterday by the gentlemen of this city-more so, probably than for many years past.
It Is a custom which carries with It many
pleasant associations, and which ought to
be perpetuated." Our impression is that
this was an ancient French custom. Remember
that Monroe was founded by the French in
the 1780 1 s.
The Monroe paper for Jan. 13, 1870, had
an i tern from Petersburg. 11 Upon the eve of the
New Year, the enterprising people of the village assembled at the M.E. Church, to participate in the distribution of a great variety
of beautiful gifts. Among the presents were
nearly everything that could lure the eye and
p 1ease the ch 11 d ··en. Severa 1 persons spoke
In a mgnner very pleasing •• and occasionally
a pIece was sung. 11

Our Conference Cane (Cont . )
Charles Bragg(l877-1967), onetime Presldent
of the Methodist Protestant Conference, and
their leader who worked so hard in Michigan
for Methodist Union in the 1930's. Yet another holder of the Cane was Henry Voelker
(1881-1975). He began his min i stry in the
Michigan Conference of the Evangelical Church
in 1904; he was a presiding elder of two districts, conference treasurer, and thrice a
delegate to the Evangelical General Conference.
The holder of our Conference Cane since
1975 has been Russell D. Hopkins, who joined
the Detroit Conference of the M.E. Church in
1908, and served the Conference for 58 years
before his complete retirement. (See page 5)
At the death of the holder of the Conference Cane, the Cane comes back to the Co~
mission on Archives & History to be presented
to the next proper holder, either at the Annu al
Conference or In an appropr iate private ceremony.
The Cane is a symbol of the ongoing min istry of our Conference, a reminder of the labors
and sacr ifi ces of faithful ministers who have
served our Conference effectively and well in
the past.
BOOKS FOR SALE
Paul Branzburg of Royal Oak(313-549-2755) ha s
a copy of 11 The Doctrines & Discipline of the
Methodist Episcopal Churc~' published in 1856
by Carlton & Porter, for sale.
Vernon Wylie of the Beaverton Church has the
"ENCYCLOPED lA OF METHOD I SM11 by Matthew Simpson
(1856) for sale.
Remember that we have copies of our two
volume History of Aichlgan Methodism f or sale .
Copies are available from members of the Conference Commission, or the editor.
New Year•s Was Different (Cont.)
We wonder If this Item indicates that Petersburg followed a French custom of giving gifts
on New Year's eve rather than Christmas? Or
if the people just did it on this New Year ' s
eve for some special reason? Can anybody throw
1 ight on this?
On Dec. 31, 1886, the Fowlerville M.E.
Church held the traditional Watch Night Service.
The reporter wrote: 11 At 9:30 there wi 11 be a
short intermission when the ladies wilt serve
a free lunch. Let us all join in watching the
old year out and the new year in. 11
Our Church at East Milan(Azalia) held a
Watchnight meeting on New Year•·s Eve, 1876.
11
Snow 11 es deep in a 11 the roads, and there
is excellent sleighing." Yes, it was different!

l
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Kalamazoo Mission
Dear Brethren:--Havlng been appointed to this mission, and my first quarterly meeting havIng passed, It becomes my duty to glve you some Information respecting the field in which 1
labor. My mission Is chiefly confined to the counties of Cass and Kalamazoo, Michigan territory. These counties are rapidly populating, and bid fair to rise to some degree of eminence •• There have been a few accessions to the Church, and In the strength of the God of
hosts, we are rsolved to labour for more. May they be such as shall be added to the triumphant Church.
The official members of the mission, at the above named meeting, associated themselves
Into a Bible, Sunday school, tract, and missionary society, auxiliary to these several societies of the Indiana annual conference. We have not a meeting house in the bounds of the
mission: and very sensibly feeling the want of them, we are resolved to try to build a few
the present year; consequently we shall not be able, consistently, to do much in the above
named institutions at present. However, as we heartily acquiesce in them, we hope cheerfully to do what little we can toward their promotion.
Richard c. Meek.
Indiana Con., Jan. 31, 1834.11
(Editor's Note: We are charmed by some of the expressions of this circuit rider, and glad fo
learn what territory was included in the Kalamazoo Mission then. Remember that southwestern
Michigan was a mission field of the Indiana Conference until 1840. We note his determination
to build some meeting houses(churches) that year, and his feeling that this rated a higher
priority temporarily, than the support of conference benevolent causes .)
Green Bay Mission
11
0eer Slr:--Accordlng to the Instructions which I received from Rev. John Clark, ou r missionary who Is at the Sault de Marte, more than 260 miles from this, It becomes my duty to make
the third quarterly report of this part of his mission.
1. We have two preaching places, one at New-Smithfield and one at the Duck Creek settlement,
about four miles from this.
2. We have one school, one teacher, twenty scholars; seventeen of these are natives.
3. We have twenty-nin~ Church members; twenty-five are natives ••
5. We have o~e native preacher, brother Daniel Adams, who can read and speak some English.
There Is a native exhorter who can read and speak some English ••
6. There has been no special revival •• though our congregations are increasing and attentive.
According to the treaty made, one year ago last fall, between the six nations and the
government of Michigan, the Indians have sold a large tract of land on the Fox river. The
most of the Oneidas •• have left •• and have located about twenty miles from their former home,
on a small stream called Duck Creek •• At this new location, a school house, 16 by 20, and a
mission house the same size, were built by order of brother Clark, into which we moved on the
25th of November •• I recommenced the school on the 9th of December. Besides these, ten new block
and log houses are built and building, and the most of them are well finished, with good doors,
large glass windows, window casings, &c, which work the natives have done themselves, beside
clearing and preparing to clear from four to six acres each ••••
We formed a temperance society on the 31st Dec. 1833: we have seventeen members; there is
much said about It, but we hope and pray that the cause of temperance will prevail until the
monster Intemperance, which has swept so many Indians In the drunkard's grave, Is driven out
of tme settlement and out of the world. At the settlement we have a preaching place at the
house of one of our most re9pectable members, who is an exhorter and a very pious man. Either
brother Adams or myself preach every Sabbath evening, and the congregations are so large it
is difficult for them all to get in.
I have offered all who can read in the Mohawk, the Gospels Matthew, Mark, and luke gratuitously. Not more than forty or fifty of each kind have been given out; but the hymn books
are in great demand, and we have none to give them. We hope that one hundred or more will
be printed and sent on as soon as may be. We should be glad to have the pictures on large
cards, to teach the Indian children on the plan recom~ended by the infant school manual.
••• We are about thirteen miles from Green Bay, at which place is a fort and garrison,
with about one hundred and fifty soldiers •••• Seth Crawford, New-Smithfield,M.T.,Jan 2,1834"
(Note that Wisconsin was then part of Michigan Territory. John Clark was head of an ambitious mission to the Indians at Green Bay, at the Soo, and at Kewawenon.)
11
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In the early days, Methodist classes, and even societies, were small. On the
frontier people were scattered, the faithful people who responded to the zealous preachIng of the circuit riders in rural neighborhoods, settlements, and towns, were usua lly
not large In numbers. Often as the church building era began, two classes might unit e
for the building of a rural church. As the 20th century came on the scene with bet t er
roads and automobiles, many country churches withered on the vine, and many Methodist
Churches were merged. Who can guess how many Methodist Churches we had in our Conference
80 years ago? Certainly many more than today.
From time to time through the years, we have read that the Methodist denomination
across the country is predominantly made up of small Churches. Frequently the comp l aint
has been made that delegates to our General Conferences think too much In terms of the
large Churches with which they are . familiar, and that the ordinary Methodist Church is
not well represented. rhinklng along these 1 ines some months ago, we got the urge to
get a clearer picture of the ~izes of the Churches in the Detroit Annual Conference. We
thus attempted a study of the 1978 minutes, to give a profile of our Churches as of Dec . 31,
1977. In the table below we have moved from south to north from the Ann Arbor Dis t rict
(A.A.), to the Detroit West(D.W.), Detroit East, Flint, Port Huron, Saginaw Bay, and Marquette Districts, with the conference total in each sized category.
It is clear that we have far more small Churches than medium sized or large Churches,
and we suspect that our picture may be fairly representative of our denomination across
the country. We believe this chart is descriptive, and challenging to one's thought .
THE
D.

w.

SIZE OF
D.
E.

6

5

CHURCHES
P.

·s.

H.

B.

4

3
3

148
513

Conference
Tota l

Above 1 ,000

A.
A.
4

600 to 999
400 to 599
300 to 399

6
5
10

8
8
8

6
9
9

9
6

1
3

7

9

5
7
11

200 to 299

14

8

11

14

8

10

100 to 199
1
to 99
Total

17
l8
74

14
4
56

13
3
56

18
28
83

29
47
101

25
24
85

6
14
24
58

1778

1804

3653

1267

1187

2709

1032

3653

35

58

71

26

14

9

9

9

Median Church

212!

328

323

177

lo4

156

135

178 or 177

Average Church

304

449

5e3

255!

176

272

202

292

Largest Church
Sma 11est Church

Fl.

M.

24

3

7

38
41
61
71
130

Churches Gaining
32(43.2%) 19(33.9) 21(37.5) 36(43.4) 43(42.6) 36(42.3) 22(38 %)
Members
Churches Staying
1(1.8%) 4 (7. 1%) 4(4.8%) 13 ( 12.9) 5 ( 5. 9%) 7 ( 12%)
5 (6.8"/o)
Even
Churches Losing
36 (64. 3) 31(55.4) 43(51.8) 45(44.5) 44(51.8) 29(50%)
Members
37(50%)
In the Annual Conference, 209 Churches(4o.rlo) Gained Members
39 Churches(7.6%) Stayed Even
265 , Churches(51.rlo) lost Members
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RUSSELL D. HOPKINS -- HOLDER OF THE CONFERENCE CANE
We invite you herewith to become acquainted with one of the grand older ministers
of the Detroit Annual Conference, Russett D. Hopkins, holder of the conference cane.
Your editor was privileged to meet with Russell and his lovely wife, In their comfortable
apartment fn the Whittier Towers~ Detroit, on the bank of the Detroit River. The apartment was pleasant with Its furniture, plano, books, papers, and pictures. At the age of
94, Russell Is keen of mind, with a pleasant and affable manner, and a good voice; he bears
the marks of leadership and of much experience In living. He has had a long and dlstlngulsed ministry of 58 years In our Annual Conference!
I

Russell Hopkins was born in Elkhart, Indiana, Dec. 31, 1884. He remembers Presidents Cleveland and McKinley. His father had several teams and contracted as a hauler of
coal and other goods, and was later a salesman. Russell as a boy was "nursemaid to several
horses." The family moved to Detroit in January 1900, and Russell graduated from Eastern
High School In January 1903.
He worRed for a year and a half at the old Olds Motors Works at the foot of Meldrum
at Jefferson, before Olds moved back to Lansing. He ran lathes, milling machines, drill
presses, anything that they wanted him to do. He worked 10 hours a day, six days a week,
and walked two miles each way, to and from work. The streetcar fare was only 5 cents, but
the streetcar would involve going downtown and a transfer and the ride would have taken
nearly as long as the walk. He thinks that his wages were $10.50 a week! He saved little
money as hIs wages we r;e "cont rl buted to the domestic men a rge."
He wanted a college education and In the fall of 1904 he went to Albion College. On
leaving for college his mother handed him a $10 bill. In Detroit he had attended the
Gratiot Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, now East Grand Boulevard. In Albion Russell
was Influenced by Professor Frederick Goodrich, renowned professor of Bible, and other able
teachers. He was a member of a Deputation Team. "Somewhere along the line I decided to go
Into the ministry." Near the end of his college career, he filled a vacancy in the Michigan Conference and preached at Camden In Hillsdale County. He went down there on weekends
and then spent the summer. There he began to pay off his college debt.
In September 1908, Russell Hopkins was appointed by the Detroit Conference to the
Oak Grove Circuit, consisting of Oak Grove, Deer Creek(now Cohoctah, 5 miles north) and
Parke r(4! mile s east of Oak Grove). First he had to buy a horse and buggy. One Sunday he
would preach at Oak Grove in the morning, at Parker in the afternoon, and at Deer Creek in
the evening. On the next Sunday he would Oreach at Deer Creek in the morning, at Parker
In the afternoon, and at Oak Grove in the evening. Oak Grove and Deer Creek had alternate
Sunday morning and Sunday evening services. In the winter he travelled by horse and cutter;
he always got through. Wednesday nights he had a prayer meeting at Oak Grove. His salary
was $700 a year, rather good for the time.
In October 1909 came a climactic event--the wedding of our bachelor preacher to Lulu
Smith. During his pastorate he was taken ill with appendicitis and was in the hospital in
Ann Arbor three weeks. He was off seven weeks. Coming back he was handed money and a long
1 1st of names of people who had contributed 75 cents and $1, enough altogether to pay for
his hospital bill.
In 1910 Hopkins was sent to the Ninde Church in Detroit, named for Bishop William
Xavier Nlnde(1832- 1901), onetime pastor of Central Church. Going to Detroit, he sold his
horee and buggy and bought a bicycle! He rode the bicycle a great deal In his calling,
and the street car and interurban on occasion. He had an out-appointment, Ford Memorial.
He t ook the interurban out West Warren. Church people met him at a certain crossing, and
drove him three miles to the church for the afternoon service. This church was named for
William Ford, an unc le of Henry. He met Henry once while on a call and remarks,''he never
gave me a car." Before the days of automobiles, when most people had chores to do in the
morning, preachers could get out a congregation on 'Sunday afternoons. He had an evening - - - service back at the Ninde Church.
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After four years In Detroit, Hopkins was moved fa r northwest to Menominee , In the
Upper Peninsula, where he had just one church. He thinks that he remembers the f i rs t
automobile to come to town. It made quite a sensa t ion, quite a noise puffing down the
street. It was an Olds with a curved dash body, and a steering handle. In Menominee he
bought his first car, a classic Model T Ford, color black, with a "brass nose", 3 Inch tires
In front, 3! Inch tires In the back, equipped wi th side curtains, and a crank by wh ich the
car must be started. It was hard to start at times, In the winter espec i ally. Cranking was
a bit dangerous; sometimes an engine would kick, and a man might break his arm. Russell
thinks that he still had his btcycle In Menominee. They drove to Detroit one vacation, by
way of Chicago; the trip on mostly gravel roads took two days.
After four years In the north, Hopkins was moved back to Detroit in 1918, to the
Mary Palmer Church. Now he drove his car mostly in his calling, and did not use the stree t
car very much. During this period their son Frederick and daughter Ruth were born.
In 1921 the Hopkins fami ly moved to Jefferson Avenue Church , Sag inaw, to begin a
five year pastorate. Russell described it as a "wonderful pleasant Church.'' He entertained the Annual Conference here in 1924. In those pre-Adrian College days for the Conference, it was a mark of distinction for a minister to have entertained the Annual Conference; it meant that he had a strong Church and that he and the church people had been put
to a lot of work.
From 1926 to 1928, he served Flint Central Church. Russell thinks that "a coup l e of
the boys didn't 1 ike me"; this was a new and different experience for him as he was generally universally liked. He served the Det ro it Preston Church four years for his next pastorate. located on 23rd Street near Jefferson, this was a good sized Church and he loved
his situation.
From 1932 to 1936, he served Bl rmlngham Fl rst Church, a good Church but much smaller
than It Is today. The depression hit the church hard. It cost the preacher $1200 in salary.
He had his two children In college. He remarks drlly,"We didn't Invest In many diamond rings! "
In 1936 Russell Hopkins went to Christ Church, Detroit, and he served there 18 years!
During this pastorate a beautiful church was bu ilt and completely paid for. He received
many honors there. He also knew sorrow; June 23, 1950 brought to an end the radiant and
beautiful life of Lulu Hopkins. It was sa id that she had 'brought comf ort and hope to thousands of people.• A glad day came on Christmas 1953 when Russell was married to Estelle
Moore. The Hopkins were proud to say that he has been invited back to Christ Church, as
recently as two weeks before, on the occasion of hanging a beautiful new picture of him
In the church.
In 1954 Hopkins was moved to Detroit 14th Avenue. It was a beau tiful old church , not
as large as Christ Church. 11 1 had a marvelous time at 14th Avenue," he says. He could
only serve there 3 years for he was forced to retire in 1957, since he was 72t years old.
(The mandatory age of retirement is now 70 years.) But Russell was too active to think of
retirement earlier. Nor could he think of it now. He went to Ferndale as Associate, and
served 9 more years, and was beloved there as in other Churches.
In 1966 he says, "I finally quit after 58 years!'' Truly this is a record ministry
for modern times. During his mini stry he travelled to Europe four times, for peri ods of
3-4 weeks. He wrote extensive reports of his travels for the papers, in an age when not
so many people had been abroad. Twice he went with ·~erwood Eddy Sem in ars. These were
outstanding tours, very educational , with prominent religious and polit ical leaders lecturing to them at every major stop.
Russell and Estelle Hopkins have lived in the Whittier over 8 years. He is officially
connected with Ferndale, but doesn't d rive anymore. He usually walk s up to the corner now
to attend the Jefferson Avenue United Presbyterian Church. This senior preacher is alert
and interested in church and national events, genial and charming in conversat ion. Certainly
our current holder of the Conference Cane is a true representative of our Methodist ministry
at its best.

