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THERE

This Messenger is unique in t'hat
over 3/4ths of its material is taken
from early Michigan @hristian Advocates.
Our purpose in part, is to make unpublished materials on Michigan Methodism
available to present day re aders . The
Advocate material is published but we
have no complete file of the Advoc~te in
Michigan, and these materials are not
readily available. We believe you will
find this an interesting issue .
Sorry our November Messengers came out
so late. Our private copy mailed from
conference headquarters arrived on Nov.24.
The extras for our lay members did not
arrive until Dec. 3 and were sent out
that day.
In the November Messenger, we asked
information on the former Hickory Island
Methodist Church. rour people responded
and now we have a file on this Church in
the Archives. This was N.E. of Saginaw.
We did not have the same luck with our
query on the Dice Church in Thomas Township, west of eagina.w. Somebody should
be able to help us here as well.
Recently we purchased f ·' Jr the Archives
The _!4orks of John Wesley, Volume .I: Sermons 1-33, edited by Albert Outler(Abingdon Press~ 1008 pp., 149.95. The reviewer
in the Circuit Rider writes that it is
rare that "a scholarly book can be promoted as suitable not only for the ivory tower
but also for the parsona;e or private library. ~uch a book is this volume •• Too
often in the past, students of Wesley have
wandered through the sermons as a sort of
terra incognita, only to get lost with
the end result being that the reader never
sets foot therein again." He adds that
it is a venture of faith for Abingdon
Press to tackle this Wesley Works project
and hopes that Methodists will support it.
(Nov.-Dee. 1984, p. 19)

A lonely place is left in our hearts, our
Commission, and our Conference, by the passing of Dr. David M. Jordan at the age of 91!
What a lifetime of varied experiences was his!
The son of a black Methodist minister in
rural Mississippi, he was born Nov. 2, 1893,
the youngest of 13 children. His parents
were the children of slaves when the imancipation Proclamation was signed.
Re had a hunger for education and learning, never quenched in a long lifetime. He
received his B.A. and later his D.D. from
New Orleans University(Now Dillard), and his
seminary degree from Gammon~ H~ did speoi~l
studies at the Chicago ~raining School in the
city mission field. He did graduate work in
education at Oberlin College; in sociology
L~d psychology in the Universities of Minnesota, Iowa, and Cincinnati, and other work
at Northwestern University. He studied at
Garrett in the "City Church" field with Professors Leiffer and Smith and worked in the
Department of Iurvey and Research of the
Methodist Church.
Me was licensed to preach in 1917 in
the New Orleans District. He served in the
Lexington Oonference 43 years, 1921 to 1964,
and then briefly in the Detroit Conference.
He served in 6 different states; he was twice
a District Superintendent, and taught some
years at ~eacher•s College in Meridian, Miss.
He came into the Detroit Conference in 1964
and retired in 1966, remarking that he bro't
color to the graduating class!
He was a member of the Commission on
Archives and History, and faith~~lly attended the JurisdictionCCommission meetings from
1967 to 1982. In recent years he was working assiauously on a definitive history of
the Lexington Conference. The North Central
Jurisdiction gave a financial grant to aid
him in the writing. Cokesbury Press, and
eoores of Methodist leaders, were anxioue~~
awaiting it. But due to age, diabetes, and
failing eyesight, he was not able to complete his magnum opus.
In June 1973 David married the Rev.
Cecelia C. Learn, also a ratired member of
the Conference. Cecelia has actively worked
with ~avid on his project. It is anticipated that David 1s family will see to it
that his book is completed.
- Continued P• 2.
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't'd FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES
The membership of several •Jriends' has
lapsed. We hope these will renew, and
that other readers will subscribe. The
Messenger is printed ~ive times a year.
Regular memberships are 13 a year. Some
new subscriptions have come in. If all
renew, we have close to 100 members. nut
if we could double our membership, the
'Jriends' would be completely self-supporting and a strong aid in improving and upbuilding the Archives.
Right now the Commission faces a heaVY
expense. Two shelves of special books
used for our clippings from the Advocate
on ministers and Churches and some conference leaders, are about full. We have to
purchase two new sets of books, ar go to
some new system.. Anything we do, will! 1:le
a heaVY expense • The l3udget of our Commission is a modest one. As you know the
support of the conference program has faltered this year; the payout on budgets is
not 100%. If we could increase the number
of the 'Friends', the Friends of the Archives could give greatly needed help in
the coming months.
Send your membership or gift to Sharon
Scott, our Secretary-Treasurer, at 214
E. Michigan Ave., Clinton, MI 49236 .
The Farmington Bicentennial project is
a success. The reprint of Pilcher 's His~ of Protestantism in Miohi~, a bOOk
fir~published in Detroit in 18 , and
mainly on the M.E. Church, is beautiful.
It is printed on acid-free paper, so these
books will be long-lasting!
The cost is S33. Address t he First
United Methodist Church, P. 0. BOx 2252,
Farmington, MI 48018-0252. Make your check
out to "First United Methodist Church of
Farmington."
cHRISTMAS -IN l874 -(co;tinued)
In the last Messenger, we noted that
this fall we were overjoyed to find a complete file of the Michigan Christian Advocate for 1875(the Advocate's second year)
in the w. Michigan @onference Archives at
Al bion. In the Jan. 7 issue, we read'
"A very pleasant affair occurred at the
Fort Street M.E. Church in thi s city on
Christmas eve, that was the presentation
of a beautiful and valuable dressing gown
to Rev. R. S. Pardington the pastor, and
to ftev. Dr. Pilcher the Presiding Elder.
Dr. Pilcher was requested to make the pre(to next column)

DAVID M. JORDAN--IN MEMOP.IAM(Cont.)
Dr. Davi1 Jordan was a man of many accomplishments, greatly interested in the
heritage and achievements o~is people.
HEL·gave many talks on the Negro spiri tua.ls,
and wrote several scholarly pape rs . •we give
thanks to God for Dr. Jordan's 91 years of
fruitful living and his 66 years in the
Methodist ministry .'
The funeral service lotas held in People's
United Methodist Church, Uetroit, on Nov. 29.
Taking part in the service were the Reverends
Frederick Moore, Alvin !urton, Anthony Shipley, Joy Arthur, Robert Hbrton, Bruce Brown,
Merrell Nelson, Herman Whiting, and Donald
B. Morris; also Karen Ramsey, soloist, who
sang "It is Well With ~y Soul."
The congregation was large, about half
black and half white. This was so fitting.
As David did in his marriage, he bridged
the raoial barrier in his friendships . As
one sreaker said,'David's plea was,"Let us
be one in Christ." '
Reme~ber thatour Michigan M
ethodist History, Volumes I & II, has been reduced to
t3 per book, or the two books for only S5.
This is a bargain--books worth t30 or more
in today's market, for only t5 . The trustees reduced the price, hoping to move them
during the Ricentennial Year.
Your editor has sold about 200 this past
year; Ford Ceasar in Lansing quite a number
more. We did have perhaps 1500 books in
storage. If a few people would work on this,
say our 13 District Superintendents in Michigan, the books would go easily in a year.
Every church library, every minister, historically interested people, and local
church leaders, ought to want these books.
Meanwhile the books can be obtained at
the Archives, from Dr. Ford Ceasar, 3116 N.
Grand River Ave., Lansing Mi 48906, or from
Ronald A. Brunger, 73 Water ~eel Estates,
Clinton, Mi 49236. If ordering by mail , add
t2 for postage and handling of two books.

sentation to Bro. Pardington who was taken
by surprise and while he was speaking he
(Pard~ngton) was requeste d to retaliate on
the Dr. b,y presenting one to him. The people enjoyed the surprises very much. This
was at the conclusion of a very successful
fair held at that church."
In the November Messenger we noted items
on six other church Christmas celebrations.
These suggest that the customs were changing
and the Christmas tree and gift custom was
coming in.

-:3ITEMS PROM JANUARY 18'75 ISSUES OF
CHURCH AT REESE DEDICATED
nThe new J!.E. Church at Reese was dedicat ed ~abbath, Dec. 27th. The building is
30 x 50 fee t in si~·, with a spire 75 feet
high. ~e whol e building is completed in
modern s t yle , with stained glass windows of
handsome design. The total value of the
pr operty , with lots, is 12,000. The indebtednes s • • at the time of dedication was
~500; 11050 was raised in good reliable
subscr iptions which will cancel the debt
and provide for a bell.
The Rev. J. s. Smart officiated, preaching in the morning and conducting the finances in hi s usual vigorous style. He was
assisted by Rev_. 0. J. Perrin_,_ Presiding
Elder who pr e ache d an able and eloquent
sermon in t he eve ning. Revs. D. F. O'Dell,
F . Gtrong, Rev. Mr. Griffin of the rree
Will Bapt i s t church, and J. H. Curnalia
were present and assisted in the services.
The enterprise was begun and completed
i n the las t three months. !he accomplishment of the undertaking in such a brief
s pace of time , is due largely to the enterprise and energy of the popular pastor, Rev.
J. H. Curn~l ia. The singing was conducted
by ~rof. Cady of Mt. Clemens, assisted by
Mrs. Castle of t he same place; and also
by the a ccomplished Misses MoRose of Vass ar and Mr . Sherwood of Reese. The aingine was among t he lhest that we have heard."
"Appea l t o t he Preachers of the l'l.int
District, for hel p for Williamston. "Don't
let a feebl e s traggling society be t urned
into the street, and the community de prived of the public means of grace for the
s mall amount asked." w. E. Bigelow, P.E.
On Fri. evening Jan. 15th, a goodly
number of the members and well-wishers of
t he Rol l i n @enter M.E. Church met at the
residence of Simon Chatfield, for the purpose of organi ~ ing a church social. A
permanent organization to be known as the
Rollin Cente r M. E. Church Social, 1 was
effec t e d. The follo wing named ladies were
chosen as officers. President--Mrs. Samuel Tingly; Vice President--Mrs. John W.
Allen; Secretary--Miss s. M. Green; Treas u,..e r--Miss M. A. Chatfield."
(Eaitor•s Note: The Ladies Social or
Church ~ooial was a name commonly given
to t he local church woman's organization
before t he name "The Ladies Aid Soc:Lety"
bec ame popul ar and prevalent everywhere.
It is sur prising tha t this name was used
as late as 1875.)

THE MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE
"Rev. J. B". Goss our pastor a t Laingsburg·,
Flint District, received at a Donation
~arty a few days since, 1160.
Rev. D. R. Dhier of Pinckney on returning with his wife ~rom a tea party given
in honor of their young son found a tea
set of gilt banded china awai ti~, also a
breakfast set of stone china with a lamp
and glass ware.
D.(Daniel) w. Hammond, pastor at Marlette has just moved into a new parsonage,
16 r 2?, with a wing 16 x 21, and ali the
funds have been collected , and all the
work done since Oonference. We have unpaid subscriptions enough to complete the
building, which we expect to do in the
spring, when the property will be worth
1550 •• The building stands directly opposite the M.E. Church ••
ftev. Leander Pilcher, missionary to
Peking, China, and son of Dr. E.(Elijah)
H. Pilcher, is now in this country on a
visit and to recuperate his strength .
There has been a very gracious revival
in the town of Romulus in this county,
during the past five weeks. On Sabbath
the 27th De~. at the quarterly meeting,
26 joined the church on trial.
A revival is also in progress in the
town of Grafton in the P1at Rock circuit
where quite a number have been conver t e d,
and they are looking for larger manifes tations of grace. j. H. Kilpatrick is
pastor.
Rev. W. Hagadorne of Plymouth has he l d
a successful series of meetings at Newburg ,
on his charge ••
The Medina Church on Adrian District
has been furnish~d with a new car pet .
The society at Deerfield , Adri an Di s trict, has just raised about t 800 to f i nish paying the debt on their church. They
also raised about sixty doll a rs at a New
England dinner which they have invested in
& Sunday-school library. Rev . t . J.Hudson
is pastor there and the church and Sundayschool are in a flourishing condition."

-------

Michigan Christian Advocate , 6/23/1889
"Dundee.--Observed Children's Day here and
at Raisinville. Our churches were both
beautifully decorated. Great interest was
manifested. The churches were filled to
their utmost oapaoity, and yet many people
could not get in. Collection , S21 . 3'0 . "

~-

EARLY MICHIGAN' CHRISTIAN ADVOCA'rE REPORTS ON' CALUME'.r
( The editor on Nov. 17, 1984, visited our new national Methodist Archives building at
Drew University, a wonderful building indeed. We spent a day in research in early copies
of the Michigan Christian Advocate. They have some of our Advocates beginning in 1878,
and nearly complete files for 1879, 1880, and 1881. These ear ly reports on Calumet in
the copper country or Keweenaw Peninsula, were of interest. In the early years of the
20th century, Calumet ha d one of the largest congregations in the ~troit Conference!)
In the Advocate for Dec. 14, 1878 we read this account. "Wm Bath, a class leader,
writes from Calumet, Lake Superior: About 15 years ago(l863) there were no settlers here
but a wild forest onlyo Mr. Hulbert found a deposit of copper here, known to-day, the
world over as the Calumet and Heckla Copper Mine. The place began to be settled by the
roughs and scum of the country. No regard was paid to the Sabbath. So vile were they
thatit was called Sodom a nd Gomorrah.
Rev. J. M. Gordon pr eached the first gospel sermon here. Today we have a building
35 by 80 feet within. Our present pastor, ftev. G. w. Lowe, is meeting unprecedented success. Ivery Iunday since he came among us the building has been crowded with camp stools,
ohairs and benches in the aisles. We have pressed into this building 700 persons, and
over 100 have had t o ret urn home after coming to church because they Bould not find room
-co stand.
Bro. Lowe is a model preacher and is carrying such an i nfl uence on the people that
many that have not bee n in the habit of going to church for years are flocking to hear
him, and many more would come if they could get a place to sit down •• The present outlook is that we are going to have a glorious revival. Last Sunday afternoon, December
1st, Bro. Lowe lecture d on temperance to a large audience in §t. Patrick's hall. In the
evening he preached f rom St- Luke, xxiii, 42-43. To hear the responses in the midst of
the sermon reminds one of old- fashioned Methodism.
We are going to enlarge our church in the spring and give lro. Lowe, if not one of
the largest churches, one of the largest congregations in the Detroit Conference. Looking back over the past in other days and viewing the present we may t ruthfully say, Saul
hath slain his thousands and David his ten thousands. Our prayer for Bro. Lowe is that
Ood may bless hi10 and nis partner in life and that he may long wield the sword in Calumet,
and that the slain of the Lord may be many."
Next we jump• to the Michigan Advocate for June 14, 1879·
"A recent Sabbath spent at Calumet, in the Upper Peninsula, so impressed me with
the character of that work that I desire to say a word. Bro. Lowe's pastorate is proving both profitable and pleasant. His congregation has outgrown the capacity of hie
church, although it is the largest in that region. During revival services the past winter it was not an unusual occurrence for hundreds to turn away unable to get in. To relieve the pressure they a r e building a wing on either side, which will be made a part of
the audience-room(sanctuary), sufficient for the accomodation of several hundred more.
The Sabbath-school is very large, numbering about 500, and I venture the prediction that
they have the largest infant class, outside of Detroit, in the State.
One hundred and fifty were reported as present, besides some 15 or 20 who were detained at home through sickness and other causes, and their infant class was recently
contracted by the graduation of a class of 15. Nine-tenth of the membership are Cornish,
and they are wont to consider their obligation. to their pastor the most sacred they have
in point of business matters. The pastor's full quarter's salary is therefore settled
with the same promptness and certainty every three months as payday comes. In fact they
have reduced this matter to such a system that it will bear mention. Each quarter or
month the 6aptains of the mines, whether members of the churches or not, ask each man
how much he wishes set apart for his pastor, and the sums named are reserved from his
month's wages and placed in an account to the credit of the pastor, and each qaarter
t hese amounts are paid over by the company.
A.H.H."
·-A third report on Calumet follows, P• 5
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A third report on Calumet waa ·round in the Advocl'l.te for April 17, 1880.
"Galumeto--We had, on th~ afternoon of Maroh 26th, in the church of this place, a
"~ea meeting,ll and a Sunda.y-eohool concert in the evening of the same day.
The receipts
of the afternoon and evening were 1140. On Monday evening, April 5th, Rev. John Russell, Presidirtg Elder, gave us one of the finest lectures we have ever hearer. Subject,
"Trans-Atlantic." Receipts for the lecture, 15.65.
We are now turning our attention to a concert, from which we hope to realize a
good thing for the heroes of the "Northern work." Though that "Northern work" is about
500 miles south of Calumet, and about 1,300 feet below us, still this fact does not prevent our sympathizing with those who are down in Southern Michigan. We have raised
about $2,600 during the past year and a half, for the improvement of church property
and to pay small debts. We are nearly through this kind of work, with pastor paid up
to date and presiding elder paid a quarter in advance.
Geo. W. Lowe ."
In the Pe~. 14, 1878 issue, we find these further items on local churches-"The M. E. parsonage at Swartz Oreek is undergoing quite extensive repairs under
the direction of the pastors iiev. I. B., ..Goes.
Mt~ Bethel, formerly of the ~randon charge, has been transferred to the »avisburgh
charge.
Rev. S.(Salmon) Steele writes:"The condition of Bear Lake circuit is very encouraging. At every appointment the congregations are good and some are being converted."
A new Mason & Hamlin Organ, for the South Bay Oity M. E. Church, has been bought
and paid for out of tke proceeds of a course of lectures under the auspices of the
Young People's Literary and Musical Association. The second lecture of the course, by
Rev. C. T. Allen, December 6th, was a splendid success in every respect.
The Detroit Methodist alliance recommended that a aeries of temperance meetings be
held in the city under the auspices of the respective M. E. churches. At the meeting
at the Simpson Church one hundred and twenty persons took the pledge. At the Central ,
Dr. N~nde, D.(David) Preston, G. B. Gilbert and Mr. Gruffum spoke. At the ~abernacle,
Rev. C. T. Allen, T. C. Owen, Esq., and Geo. F. Beasley.
A regular old-fashioned "pound" party occurred at the M.E. parsonage , Flushing, a
few evenings since, ~ev. Wm. Taylor and family being the victims. It was a very enjoyable occasion. Arnone- the many "pounds" presented was a "pound" of silver which was
as good as any other ''pound".. Will good friends take notice?
Dear Advocate--! read with ~eat pleasure a letter from Ishpeming, by ftev. J.
Namilton. I congratulate the reverend gentleman, and in justice to the generous people
of Ishpeming, I wish towrite a statement of facts known to but few in the Lo~rer Peninsula. In 1869--I then being a ci +i ~en of Negaunee--!- stood on the height ove:t"lool<ing
the present city. It was then a dense cedar forest in its primitive condition. A Mr.
Nelson , an enterprising and generous man, had recently purchased the tract and boldly
concluded to found a city. 'rhe water wts deep over the entire wurface. He handed me a
deed of the lots on t·rhich the church and parsonage now stand. A few gentlemen met at
my request. There was no church in that vicinity--and we six contributed what we could
and concluded to build. A flag was placed ona pole in the s wamp where the church was
to be
~r. Uelsoz;, '~'ith remarkable energy, had a road constructed, then filling the roadway.and lots w1th stone fr om the Lake Superior Mine, and early in 1870 the rruilding was
ded~cated by Rev: ~. A. Blades. I camxn give the details in this article, but only s~
th a~ for generos~ty.the people of Ishpeming were and are pre-eminent. In the fall of
8 Conference ass1gned a preacher to that church, then in the center of a large
( ~..1'70
000) communi ·;;y .
There was no parsonage, and no house could be found for the pastor. Again a meeting was called, about twenty (people present?).. The meeting resolved to build a parsonage worth Sl,800, at once •• Capt. Mills was to canvass the Cleveland Mine, Ca.pt.
Johnson the. Superior, S. Vivian ·~he Lake Angel:j.ne, Etc. At noon the next day work vras
begun, and J.n the evening nearly th,e entire sum was provided for, and the parsonage,
(Next page)
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"t'he most convenient,n was enclosed and ready for plastering in four weeks.
I write from my ~igh regard for those friends and to let the Methodist people
know how liberal that portionof the prosperous people were. Capt. Mills reported t600
for his days work, mostly the gift of laboring men. ~e Swedish people, though poor,
were munificent in their gifts. S. P. Ely of Marquette, presented the church bell.
The church was frescoed by Chicago parties, in a neat and beautiful style. Thie was
the beginning of the pleasant surroundings of our people at Ishpeming, for all of which
we are indebted to a generous people, but no one contributed more than one Stephen
Vivian, a blacksmith of noble soul •• I shall be pleased to have you put this in your
paper if it is worthy a place there.
c·. C. Yemans, M.D."
"Rev. A. J. Richards(Presiding Elder) writes from Marquette, November 27th: I have
nearly completed my first round of quarterly meetings. I found the brethren all at
their posts doing faithfully the work of these called of the Holy Ghost and sent of
the church, namely,"Spreading Scriptural holiness over these lands." The brethren who
are serving their first pastoral term-within the bounds of this district are delighted
with the climate, the country, and their respective charges.
Bro. Russell, a.t Marquette, is getting a. favorable hearing and filling up_Ji:is
~hurch with attentive and serious listeners, he is steadily holding the people to a candid and serious consideration of gospel themes. It was the privilege of this writer to
be one of a large party that met at the M.E. parsonage and totally surprised the pastor
and his good wife a few evenings since. It was an enjoyable time; there were many articles of a substantial character left at the parsonage in the shape of cash, fruits,
provisions, etc., besides that other and more important thing that is dearer to every
true pastor then all else, a~ssurance of a h~arty welcome.
Rev. J. Hamilton, at Ishpeming, has captured the town; his headquarters are the
M.E. Church a.nd the Temperance Hall.
Bro. Lowe, at Calumet, has struck a very rich vein, not of copper ore, but of
Christian sympathy; he has got the hearts, a.nd is finding the homes of his numerous
parishioners.
Bro. H. Palmer(Central a.nd Copper Falls) is delighted with his work, the people
like him much. The work upon the district is not greatly impeded by the hard times
and the very low price of copper and iron, as might be supposed, but is moving on gloriously. We are expecting great things; the spirit of revival is among the people.
OUr great loss at ~canaba, of the church by fire, is a serious drawback to us
there, but a.lthough,HCast down we are not destroyed." The pastor, w. H. Thompson,
stands firm and steady to the work. The moral heroes are not all dead yet and I am
sure you would have thought so if you had heard the noble, manly words of the pastor
to his almost distracted and disheartened church the Sabbath after the fire, pledging
$100 out of his already small salary towards the payment of an old debt against the
church now in ashes, and ::~,dding,"I will stay with you and preach to you for this Conference year, if I have to work on a gravel train to give my children bread." The worst
feature of this whole affair is, for want of attention by thP- trustees the insurance
on the church had expired a few days previous to it being burned. It was the work of
an incendiary, beyond all question. We are hoping to rebuild in the spring. There is
very much more of interest I might write, but I have already wearied you I fear.
Other brethren in other. places will be spoken of in due time."
The Universalists of New Hampshire, at their recent convention, unanimously resolved that "this convention disapproves and condemns the use of tobacco by any of our
ministers, as a. habit inconsistent with the purity and temperance of the gospel, which
every minister is called upon to proclaim and praotice,and that no one should be ordained a minister of this gospel of purity and temperance who is addicted to this habit.""
This Dec. 14, 1878 Advocate reminds its readers of resolutions passed by the 1876
Methodist General Conference "which should be read in our churches: Resolved,
1. That we advise all our ministers and members to abstain from the use of tobacco
as injurious to both soul and body. Resolved,
2. That we recommend to the Annual Conferences to require candidates for admission to
1
be free from the habit, as hurtful to their acceptability and usefulness amoag our people.'
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To tho Corresponding Secretary of the Mieeioaary Society of
the Methodiat E. Ohuroh
{This report by the pioneer missionary in the Upper Peninsula, John Clark, appeared
in the national Christian Advocate and Journal for Friday, January 16, 1835, and gives
hi s impressions of Methodism from Detroit west to Spring Arbor, on a trip in December
1834. For his subsequent journey from Spring Arbor to «reen Bay, see the Historical
Messenger for May 1983.)
"I wrote to you a few weeks since from Mackinaw, saying I was then on my way to
Green Bay; but not finding a passage by water this s'ason, after waiting several days,
I got my family into good quarters for the winter, and determined for myself to take a
different route, viz. by Detroit, Chicago, and thence to the bay. I arrived in »etroit
on the 5th inst., and after recruiting a little from the effects of violent sea sickness which I suffered in crossing Lake Huron, I purchased a snug-built pony-like horse
and equipage, and started slowly on my route.
On leaving Detroit, :had some ~efleotions, which I take the liberty to mention,
s•1bject to your disposal, either to give to the public, or to be cast to the moles and
bats, as you think proper. Detroit, notwithstanding all the alarm ann desolation it
has suffered from the cholera in 1832 and 1834, is rapidly improving both in its appearance, and its commercial and general business character. Each of the four Protestant
denominations has a large and commodious church for public worship, two of which, however, are not quite rea~y for use. The Methodist church, as well as others, is now
in a very central place--has a basement story under the whole, all above ground.
The Catholics have a church of long standing, and they are striving to go ahead
through all this country with might and main; and if the true friends to all that is
dear in the civil and religio~s institutions of our country are not, to a man, awake
and at their post, and united1fctive, each in his proper sphere, they must not murmur
at others, if by and by they find themselves trodden under foot and driven over roughshod! To counteract thmtendency of things in the vicinity of Detroit, a union female
academy is about to be opened in a spacious edifice just completed for that purpose in
the city; and thus all Reoessity of sending Protestant ladies to a numnery to gain a
polite education will cease. The present population of Detroit is about 5,000. A railroad route has just been surveyed from this place to the mouth of the lt. Joseph river.
"Religion pure and undefiled," is judged to be on the advance in Detroit.
After slowly riding from Detroit two hou.s and a half, I came to Dearbornville, a
small pleasant place, one mile from the river Rouge. Here a U. States arsenal is locatea. Continuing my course on west, the next day I came to, just at sun setting, the
pleasant village of Ypsil~1ti, and found good quarters in a pious private family. Here
I found our people were finishing a small brick church, the pulpit to be in range end,
i.e. toward the street, between the doors. So it is, fashion often governs, sense or no
sense, convenient or not convenient.-- In the evening I was present at a temperance meetin~, and lis tened incognito to all that was urged, uttered, or declaimed; and I guess,
sir, had you been present, with all your self command, you would have smiled a little as
ot hers. I have space on my sheet to share only to give you one anecdote. A gentleman
with but one leg, of some years, and of high standing in community, with considerable
tact as a temperance orator, arose, arldafter several pertinent remarks said, he thought
the sign of the rum-seller ought to be exchanged for one painted after the manner of
the barber pole, with an inscription upon it in capitals, thus: Half shaved for six
pence, shaved for a shilling, whole hog twenty-five cents. After the meeting broke up,
about 40 signed the pledge.
After eontin~ing my course west for a short time I came to the flourishing village
of Ann Arbor, the seat of justice for Washtenaw county, which •• is situated on both sides
of the river Huron, with good water power, which is already considerably imp~oved. This
village is said to embrace a population of 1,200. Here I spent the iabbath, and in the
(Continued next page)
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evening presented the subject of miesicns 9 especially among the Indians, to the good
people assembled, nearly to overflowing i~ ihe Presbyterian church, a small edifice.
At the close of the service we lifted a collection of $16.75 for missions, which you
will please credit to the citizens of inn Arb~r, and charge the same to Saut St. Marie
mission. The next day a lady of the Presbyterian Church presented me a large valuable
woolen blanket for the Indians, which I lash on before me and take it through the woods.
I write you from Spring Arbor, which the Ohio Conference, at its last session determined on as the location for a fu·ture seminary for Michigan. The place is but recently
settled--is declared to be as healthy as a1.J other section of the territory. Land ia
good, and nearly all taken up in the immediate vicinity for actual settlement.
The present population of the place a~·'-' fully awake to the cause of temperance.
The contemplated site for the institution is ple~sant. A snug farm of beautiful land
is to be connected with it; and within a. mile and. a half is a very good mill privilege,
which z· visited yesterday, as also the farme
Now if all sectional :feelings and interests orJ. this subject are merged into one
common interest, the good of the Qhur-~~ the intellig~nce and sound moral feelings of
the rising generation, then the plan will doubtless succeed; for divided we f~ll by our
o·m weakness. At present the Methodists in thj.s territory, in general, are not a whit
behind their brethren of other names , in point of numbers, talent, and wealth •• Jr:lohi"gan will soon become a state; and shall not we as a Church contribute our full share to
give current form to its religious ani literary character! Certainly this ought to be
done. May all be awake, and all a-c it, and at it all'td.yso I move the pen of one deeply
interested in the advancements of Christ's kingdom in the rising west.
Aftectioaately Yours,
JOHN CLARK
Spring Arbor, Mich., Dee. 19."
l. The first Methodist church in Detroit, bu~lt in 1823 and after, was poorly located
in an out-of-the-way place, ac~oss the oommono See Macmillan: The Methodist Church
in Michigan: The Nineteenth Oentu;y, pp. 63-64, 66. The second church had just
been built inW34, in a more central location.
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(This report in the Christian Advocate, Feb. 27, 1835, gives some idea of the location
and work of the Oalhoun Riseion in 1834-35. ~ Ohio ~onferenoe that year had only
9 charges i~ Michigan--Detroit, Tecumseh, Ann J.rbor 9 ,armington, Mt. Clement, St. Clair,
Ypsilanti, Plymouth Mission, and Calhoun Missit~ with two circuit preachers.)
"This :field of missionary la;,be:r embraces a. part of Hillsdale and Branch counties,
and all of Calhoun county. ~ese counties lie directly on the St. Joseph and Kalamazao
rivers, affording many exc~llent privi_eges 1 sucl1 as mill seats, eto. etc. The land is
also rich, and will suppori; a very dense populat:J.on. It is now filling up very fast
with an intelligent ana most enterprising set of inhabit an~s. ~en I came to this mission I found on it .2 classes, oonsistin.g of 8~ merrt~, n.nd 12 Ere aching places. To
these we have added 2 ~ classes, and 3 2!?~ appointments; so that now we have 10 societies, and 18 standing appointments. We have had ~~ increase eo :far, of 64, so that we
number in all at present 150 members .
The distance round this mission is about 230 miles. This we perform once in ~
weeks. But while we sometimes travel the al~ost trackless forest and ride the Indian
trails, to carry the gospel of Jesus Ohrist to a perishing people, we :feel that the God
of missions is with us; and while we thus travel and labor in the vineyard of the Lord,
we sing with the poets-AWaft, waft, ye winds, h:i.s story. !nd you, ye waters, roll, Till
like a sea of glory, It spreads from pole to pole.H
We shall be able shortly to establish perhaps about 6 Sabbath schools, or more,
this year in the bounds of this mission . And there are Bow also several temperance
societies, which appear to be doing some good~ I b~lieve the work of the Lord is progressing with us. We have generally large e.nd. a. ttentive congregations and there appears to be a coming up to the help of the Lord against ~he mighty.
Respar~·l;fully Yours,
J. F. Davison
January 1, 1835·"

