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members of General Conference. These are
Paul
Blomquist,
Russ McReynolds, Ed
Duncan,
Carol
Johns, Bob Ward, Jack
Harnish, Bill Quick, and Pat Myers.

It appears that if you are a full and
eligible
woman
minister in our conference, your chance of going to General
Conference is rather good, 1 in 12. If
HERE AND THERE
you are a black minister, you chance is 1
Think'
ove r Cecelia Jordan's ac- in 15. If you are a white male minister,
cormt of the early women ministers in your c ance 1.s
i1110~AI1Cl-you ·neea t 1 )
our Conference up to 1956, published in live in or near Detroit to have much of a
our last issue, we remembered two that chance of election.
Cecelia missed.
Mrs. Harriett Littell
The Upper Peninsula ministers pleaded
was the supply pastor for the Clinton- with us to elect a minister from the
Macon Charge, Ann Arbor District . Her north, and their candidate did make the
brilliant husband, Dr. Franklin Littell, Jurisdiction Conference delegation. The
head of the Wesley Foundation in Ann truth i s we have so many able people, but
Arbor, did most of the preaching.
only the few can be elected to represent
In the Upper Peninsula in the 1920's us.
and 1930's, we had a vast home missionFree copies are available from the arary work in the small villages across
chives
of Harlan Freeman's book, Francis
the peninsula, led first by sky pilot
Frank Leonard, and then by Alvin Doten. Asbury's Silver Trumpet, on the life and
From this huge circuit afterwards, there contribution of Nicholas Snethen, early
was in the east a small circuit of three Methodist Protestant leader.
churches--Trout
Lake,
Hulbert,
and
Eckennan.
From Jan.l, 1941 until June,
During the period 1968 - 1986 the Arm
1942, Fern M. Bedell was the supply Arbor District closed thirteen churches- pastor of the Hulbert Circuit.
Her Scofield, Rea, Oakville, Clyde, Willow,
predecessor was Forest Pierce.
Later Cohoctah,
Devil's
Lake,
Salem,
New
these two_were_ma.rried, _
_ ___
Boston, Cone, Lulu, Jas r, and Willis.
We are entering the year of General During this period one churcn was organiConference and soon we will want to zed--Arm Arbor Korean. More recently in
pray
for
divine
guidance
for our the Monroe area, the Frenchtown United
delegates .
The other day we were Methodist Church has been started, and it
thinking
of
our
clergy delegates-- is prospering.
DEA1li OF MADISQ.l AVENUE CIRJRCH, BAY CITY

"Let us cherish our memory of a Church great in its time."
With a pang we received a letter in July with the stark armouncement: ·"Madison
Avenue United Methodist Church in Bay City is now history. The service of deconsecration was June 14."
The fine layman writing us went on to write a thorough
acco~t of the
records and historical materials that the church had, asking what
~ter1als . we.want and need for the archives. We feel that his historic church, with
h1.s ~asc1nat1ng towered building erected in 1888, emblematic of the lumbering era,
and 1ts record of prominence and service, should not move from the scene without
recognition.

-2Madison Avenue Church was the original First Methodist Episcopal Church of Lower
Saginaw, as Bay City was called in the early years. It began with the organization
of a Methodist class of only four members in 1837. For 15 years ocoasional servioea
were held here, usually we assume by the circuit rider on the Saginaw Circuit. In
1852 the conference sent Rev. George Bradley to Lower Saginaw. He served only one
year, but what a dynamo of human energy he was! Bradley was a very zealous, hardworking circuit rider.
Most of his ministry was given in service to our I1xiian
missions in this area.
The year 1852 saw a terrible outbreak of cholera ; over 70
deaths occurred in Lower Saginaw.
George Bradley at once tmdertook the task of building a house of worship for
this isolated frontier cOIIIJI\.Uli ty.
He personally labored for weeks in the forests
near the Saginaw River or its tributaries, cutting timber for the church , He had
the promise of some men to be on hand to raft and run the timber down the river.
The men did not show up. Bradley then secured the help of some Indians but he had
to oversee the work himself. He spent one night on the raft without fire, food, or
blankets, in inclement weather. He got the timber down the river. Then he managed
to borrow a horse and an ox, which he hitched together, and he personally hauled the
timber to the spot where the building was to be erected. Shamed by the accomplishments of this indomitable missionary, people rallied to the cause and a rather large
church was built.
It cost $4 7, 359. 31, and the organ $5, 100. The church was
dedicated in 1854, but a large debt of $5,000 hung over the heads of the small
society.
It took 9 years to pay off this debt, but meanwhile a parsonage was
built. The church was the first one to be built north of Flint!
In 1857 Rev. William Benson came here determined to win souls for Christ . With
much personal work and prayer, and repeated series of special meetings, results
came.
From a series of meetings in a school house at Portsmouth, thirteen people
were converted and a class formed which grew into the Fremont Avenue Church. And
our Washington Street Church was strengthened. After revival services in the mid
60's a class was formed which moved west of the river to finally become First Church
of Bay City. The original church became know as the Mother of Bay City Methodism.
This church in 1884 purchased three lots on the corner of Madison Avenue and
Ninth Streets. People were enthused over the proposed new location. The Ladies Aid
Society voted to pay this debt, and they added a fourth lot in 1885 which cost
$2,025.
A two months strike in the lumbering industry began July 6, 1885 and
paralyzed business, making building inadvisable that year. The fotmdation for a
grand new church was laid in 1885; the cornerstone was laid September 7, 1886. The
present church was completed and dedicated on November 11, 1888 by Dr. C .H. Payne.
Assisting in the service were Rev. James Potts and Rev. James Jacklin (of the
Michigan Christian Advocate) , and pastors White, Lyons, Caster, Venning, Richards,
and Woodhums. 'ntis edifice served the Methodists for 99 years.
Some time after the building of the Madison Avenue Church, the Ladies Aid
Society purchased lots adjoining the church on Ninth Street . In 1897 the church
built a beautiful, spacious parsonage, which bespoke the grandeur of the lumbering
era in the Saginaw Valley.
A half century later, a fine new brick parsonage was
completed and dedicated in Jtme, 1949. In 1959 an extensive remodeling program was
completed in the church with a new organ and chancel furniture. When the building
program was completed in 1961, it included a refurbished old parlor, a small parlor
adapted to women's meetings with an adjoining kitchenette, a small chapel, church
school and church offices. The total cost of this renovation was $330,000!
In its early years, Madison Avenue Church grew rapidly, The Washington Street
Church in 1880 reported 173 members and 20 probationers, with a building valued at
$10,000.
In 1888 when the new church was built, Washington Street reported 299
members.
In 1889 Madison Avenue Church reported 378 members and 50 probationers and
a church valued at $50 ,000 .
By 1890 Madison Avenue, tmder Rev. Edward Ryan's
leadership reported 439 members and 71 probationers. The large churches in the
conference then were Detroit Simpson with 840 members, Detroit Central 832, Adrian
687, Flint Court Street 685, Ann Arbor 565, Pontiac 460, and Calumet 402.
<Continued on Page 6>

-3JOON BAKER-- PIOOEER FAHMER AND METHODIST I.reAL PRFACHER
[We continually receive queries in the Archives concerning early Methodist
local preachers 1n Michigan.
Usually we have to respond explaining that if a
preacher became a regular member of the conference, a traveling preacher, and
remained here, at his death a memoir (obituary) was published in the conference
journal, thus giving some information. But unfortunately no centralized records
of the early local preachers were kept. The Michigan Annual Conference (M.E .)
in 1876 resolved that the conferences should publish the names and addresses of
their local preachers.
And the Mic higan Conference did this faithfully for 8
years, 1876-1883.
Unfortunately, the Detroit C~nference was not as pr ogressive.
Our conference in 1876 did publish a list of the local preachers on t he
Detroit District, and afterwards forgot about this helpful measure.
Now a correspondent has sent us some information on John Baker, an early
local preacher in Tuscola County and an ancestor of his. He wants more i.nformation on Baker.
We think there is very i nteresting material here, giving a
partial picture of the family life of a pioneer Methodist farmfH' li.ud lcx·al
preac her, and of his wife's labors. Perhaps some reader· ea.n add informuLinn on
his service in the Church.)
John Baker was born in Sibertwold, England, near Dover, on March 20, 1822. He
emigrated to America in 1836 with his father and sister, settling in Whi~ville,
Genesee County, just north of the present Grand Blanc. On June 10, 1844 he married
Almira Van Steenburgh at Olive Branch; the offic iating minister was Duncan McGregor
of the White Lake Circuit. Almira was only 16 years old. Her father, Jacob, had
mo,red her family to Michigan from Olive, New York. Evidently Jacob was a fervent
Methodist; it is said that he started the Olive Branch Methodist Episcopal Church,
located three miles east of Holly.
Jacob and Almira Baker had seven children: !)Fletcher, born in Holly, September
6, 1846, 2)Whitfield, born in Bainbridge, Michigan, February 3, 1849, 3)Clark , born
in Hagar, Michigan, January 21, 1851, 4)Ma.rtha, born in Denmark Township of Tuscola
County, August 6, 1854, 5)Ma.ry Addia, born in Denmark Township, June 1, 1858,
6)Watson, born in Denmark Township, July 5, 1859, and 7)Mary, born in Denmark
Township, April 10, 1867.
John Baker spent two years in Lenawee County. In 1851 , succumbing to the lure
of the far west, he went out to Oregon and engaged in lumberi ng . He did not attempt
to move his wife and young family. After a year he returned , called on account of
sickness in his family.
One recora states -that the Bakers 1n -rsoz-movecr up to pl.oneer "i'h Denrn:a:rr
Township, Tuscola County. On October 27, 1853 John purchased land in Section 13 of
Denmark;
the first purchase had been made only in July. In September 1855, he
purchased a second parcel in this section. The Bakers lived their first month here
in a board tent, and then moved into a small board house that had been hastily
built.
On the frontier, hospitality was the rule; the latch string of every house was
out and it was understood that needy travelers would be helped with food or lodging.
One of the favored stopping places was the Baker house. "It seemed to be a
convenient point for land lookers and surveyors to stop, and Mrs. Baker's hospitali ty was taxed to such an extent that it became necessary to take pay from those who
ate and slept beneath her roof, as a means of replenishing the larder . Their house
has not larger than an average room in a modern house, but it was not unusual for
fifteen or twenty people to eat at a single meal and be provided with lodging for
the the night. The floor was a convenient and safe bed, and a tier of bunks around
the room furnished accommodations that were never grumbled at . "Mrs . Baker's"
became a well known stopping place, and although she was obliged to perform all the
varied duties of landlady, chambermaid, cook, waiter, nurse, mother and wife, her
guests were always provided with a bountiful meal and comfortable lodgings.

- 4"Sometimes the duties already mentioned were interspersed with garden work· On~
night, after digging and carrying to the pit twenty- one bushels of potatoes with the
help of her little son, three men came for supper and lodgings, one of whom was Mr.
Pettibone, a well known surveyor of that day. The meal was provided and the only
beds in the house given to the guests, while the family slept upon the floor. Mr.
Pettibone objected to such an arrangement, but was overruled. He declared that he
would not stop there again if he was compelled to occupy a bed while a woman who had
dug potatoes all day slept upon the floor, and he carried out his promise."
One day two men drove up to the Baker house and called for whiskey. They soon
realized that they were at the wrong place for such a coJml<Xii ty. Fervent Methodists
as they were, the Bakers were strong temperance people. "Mrs. Baker told her hus"band that something was wrong, or else whiskey would not have been called for at
their house.
At last she happened to think of the deer's horns that Mr. Baker had
put up in front of the house, and which were a well known tavern sign. Seeing them
the travelers supposed that a full assortment of the usual tavern commodities were
kept 'constantly on hand.'
The deer's horns were taken down, and were never more
seen adorning the front of the Baker premises."
(History of Tuscola County,
p.106)
The county history informs us that three or four years after the settlement of
the eastern part of Denmark Township, "Elder Mitchell made visits to Watrousville."
Mitchell was a Methodist circuit rider. In 1852 the Methodists had no appointments
east of Saginaw. But in the fall of 1853, aware that settlement in the eastern part
of the Saginaw Valley was beginning, the conference set up a Tuscola Circuit and a
Marathon Circuit.
But with a lack of preachers, these were left to be supplied.
The same situation prevailed in 1854.
In 1855 the 1uscola Circuit reported 90
members. Rev. Lewis Mitchell was appointed for the year 1856-57 to Tuscola.
Hearing of his preaching at Watrousville, John and Almira Baker wal ked over t o
the meeting, 3- 1/2 miles east of their home. They invited Mitchell to come to their
home and hold a meeting in their home. Like a true circuit rider, open to the
leadings made by the Spirit, Mitchell went home with them. He, of course, had a
horse.
He had Mrs. Baker ride his horse, while he accompanied John on foot. He
stayed over night and made an appointment to return and preach two weeks later.
This was the first public worship in that community.
About that time Mrs. Baker began to carry on a Sunday School in her home. The
children from the whole neighborhood assembled for that purpose. It was said that
she performed the duties of "superintendent, chorister, and teacher." At the end of
this church year, Mitchell reported three local preachers on the circuit; we expect
that John Baker was one of these. He reported a parsonage worth $400, and three
Sunday Schools with 110 students, but no libraries.
By 1858 the circuit had grown mightily.
It reported 185 members and 132
probationers!
Eighty-four adults and 9 children had been baptized. Evidently there
had been a religious awakening. Now there were 6 Sunday Schools with 128 pupils and
285 books in the Sunday School libraries! There were no public libraries in that
early day.
Even on the frontier where people were poor, the Methodists made a
strenuous endeavor to buy cheap and worthwhile books from their Book Concern, and
establish regular lending libraries in the Sunday Schools .
The Bakers lived and worked in Denmark Township until 1880, when they moved into
the town of Vassar.
Perhaps John felt the need to retire. He was active in the
Tuscola County Pioneer Society; in 1888 he was the treasurer of the society.
Do any of our reade rs have further knowledge of John Baker, especially of any
preaching that he did?

-5ME"llDDI3'1 IN 'l1IE UPPER PENINSULA IN 1874
[Editor's Note:
In the first year of our Michigan Christian Advocate,
1874, the Upper Peninsula was only partially developed and settled. Towns and
industry were found in the Marquette iron range, the Copper Country and the
Escanaba area.
The Methodist appointments in the fall of 1874 were: Marquette,
Negaunee, Ishpeming, Republic and Michigaumi, Escanaba, Fayette, and Monestiqu e,
Menominee, L'Anse and Huron Bay, Houghton, Hancock, Calumet, Phenix and Clifton,
Central and Copper Falls, Isle Royale, Rockland and Maple Grove, Iroquois I ndi an
Mission and Sault Ste. Marie; Kewawenon, Cedar River, Grand Island, and I ndi an
Mission.
Here follows a special report on the Lake Superior District by Pres i ding
James M. Gordon, found in the March, 1874 Advocate. Beyond that we give a f ew
more U.P. items found in other 1874 Advocates .]

"Lake Superior District
~~rquette,

Mich., Feb . 20 ,

Rev . 0. Whitmore:
Dear Brother--! thought I would write you a few items of news from various
paints on the District, whic h by the way, is a big t h ing. Taking Marquette as----a~~=--'
starting point, it extends in one direction 180 miles, in another 137 miles, i n
another 1$0 miles, and in another 124 miles. So you see my fi e ld of labor is quite
an extensive one.
My good brother, your Districts in lower Michigan are mere
stations when compared with mine. This is a Superior District, and the preachers
are superior preachers. But enough of this.
On the 23d of January I left home to attend my Quarterly Meetings "up the lake" ,
or in the "copper district." I arrived at the wonderful "CalLunet" mine on Saturday,
the 24th of January.
I found Bros. F. Porter and William Dawe, the pastors on
Calumet circuit, engaged in revival efforts. Preached for them on Saturday night.
The Lord was with us . Sabbath morning, during the love feast, one soul was happily
converted to God, and throughout our entire Quarterly Meeting services seven pers ons
found peace in Jesus. I remained with the brethren nearly a week. Up to the time I
left, thirty-five souls had sought and found the Saviour. The brethren [Porter and
Dawe] are doing a noble work. Our church is too small to accommodate the people .
It is a large building now, but 40 feet should be added to its length. I think this
will be done before Conference.
Our Congregational brethren are building a very
nic e church at "the Calumet."
Above I spoke of the wonderful Calumet mine . It is indeed a wonderful mine--the
greatest copper mine in the world.
It produces one thousand tons of copper per
month.
The price of copper ranges from twenty-five to thirty-five cents per pound;
~~~
the___average price would be about thirtY. cents
The mapagerq_have_just
declared their quarterly dividend of $400,000. Fortunate is the man who owns stock
in that mine.
Sabbath, Feb. 1st, I held my second Quarterly Meeting at Central mine, Central
and Copper Falls circuit. Rev. T. G. Qnans is pastor. Bro. Qnans is an excellent
man, a fine preacher, and is doing well. During the servic es Sabbath morni ng one
soul emerged from darkness into the glorious light of the children of God . We
thanked God and took courage. This was the first conversion that had taken p l ace at
the "Central" for a long time. Bro. Qnans felt so much encouraged that he concl uded
to conunence special services from that date. The Central mine is another of our
dividend paying copper mines.
Sunday eve n i ng, Feb. 1st, held my second Quarterly Meeting at Pheni x mine,
Phenix and Clifton circuit. Rev. P. J. Wright is pastor. We had a crowded hous e.
The religious interest is good, and there are s i gns of revival. Bro. Wr ight is
doing well.
Returned to Hancock Feb. 5th. Found Bro. Thomas Wilkinson, pastor of our church
engaged in a blessed revival. On Sabbath, the day of the Quarterly Meeti ng, seve n
were brought to the Saviour. I am looking for a great work at Hancock. Old de bts
of long s tanding have bee n cleared off since Confe r e n ce through the personal e f for ts
of Bro. Wilkinson. Rev. I.I. Hodge , supply at At lanti c mine, was assisting Bro. W.
in his meetings. He is a good young man. He has now c oumenc ed special services on
his own c harge , and I think he wi ll have a good work .

-6Also held our second Quarterly Meeting at Houghton on Feb. 8th. Rev. JoseJil
Frazer is pastor of the church there. In some respects Houghton is a hard field of
labor, but Bro. Frazer, who is an able preacher, is succeeding in holding the
people.
What Houghton needs is a thorough religious aHakening, and for this Bro. F.
is praying and preaching,t The Lord bless his efforts.
During the past week I have been helping Bro. Barnes, pastor of our church at
Ishpeming.
The Lord is pouring out His Spirit upon the people. Last Sabbath we
held our second Quarterly Meeting at Ishpeming. Several persons were at the altar
seeking, and some found the Saviour. We have a fine church at Ishpeming, but j t
should be enlarged greatly in order to accommodate the people.
We have had a blessed work here in Marquette this winter. Bro. J"o hnston, pastor
of our church here, has been holding special services since January 1st, with good
results.
The church has been greatly quickened, and between thirty and forty have
been added to the church.
The churches of Marquette are now holding union
services.
The religious feeling is constantly increasing. We trust the "tidal
wave" of salvation will roll all over this Upper Peninsula.
Our beautiful little church at Escanaba will be dedicated March 1st. Dr.
Ives2 will be present.
Rev. T. H. Baskerville is the pastor. Bro. B. has worked
hard to bring this enterprise through, and has deserved success. It has been a work
of faith from the first.
If you can make anything out of the above notes, you are welcome to them. I
shall leave in a few minutes to attend a Quarterly Meeting some forty miles from
Marquette. I trust you are having a glorious time on your District.
Your brother in the good work,
J. M. Gordon."
tit

will be noted at once that there was a very strong evangelistic emphasis in
Methodism in this era, perhaps especially true in the Upper Peninsula.
2Dr. Benoni I. Ives, a prominent preacher in the Oneida or Central New York
Conference, had served years as chaplain of the Auburn prison, and now was an
officer of Syracuse University.
He often appeared at church dedications i n
Michigan at this period, and in other states. He was famous for this; it was
said that "his appeals to congregations for subscriptions of money have been
very successful."
Madison Avenue Church Death, continued from page 2
Through the years Madison Avenue Church supported the missionary cause and many
benevolent causes of our church faithfully.
For the Centenary drive in 1920,
Madison Avenue gave $2473, the second highest amount on the district . A large
membership c lass of 27 youth was confirmed in 1966; this class on its own initiative
raised over $65 for India Relief.
In its long history, many outstanding ministers have served the Madison Avenue
Church, including George Bradley, R.S. Pard.ington, John McEldowney (second president
of Adrian College), James Jacklin, George Elliott, Edward W. Ryan, D.H. Glass, Allen
B. Rice, and many others.
Five times this grand old church hosted the Detroit
Conference.
In 1880 with Bishop Edward Andrew presiding, in 1889 with Bishop Cyrus
D. Foss, in 1901 with Bishop Henry W. Warren, in 1920 with Bishop Theodore S.
Henderson, and in 1935 with Bishop Edgar Blake.
For most of a century the Madison Avenue Church was a strong church. In 1960
the membership was 598; in 1970 it stood at 585. But by 1980 it had fallen to 316,
and at the beginning of 1987 it had declined to 233, a loss of 35 in one year. It
was decided that the membership had become too small to maintain and repair their
big old building. The church voted to close its doors and merge, as they called it,
with six other United methodist Churches in the area. The former members continue
to serve in the Kingdom.
But let us with gratitude and a spirit of rededication
remember Madison Avenue Church, and the sacrifices of ministers like Bradley, and
multitudes of lay people, who made her great!

-7A HISSIOOARY RElUli' FIO't 'lliH sex> IN JULY, 1835

[Editor's Note:
John Clark was sent out by the Missionary Society of the
M.E. Cburch to the Indians of the northwest, in the sunmer of 1832. He settled
in Green Bay.
But hearing of the remarkable revival among the Indians at the
Soo, led by Methodist Indians from William Case's Mission in Canada, he moved to
the Soo in 1833 and promoted the work at the Soo and Kewawenon, 250 miles west,
with remarkable results.
One of our purposes with the Messenger is to publish
primary source material which is scarcely available to our local church
historians.
We are happy to have the opportunity to publish this letter from
Clark at the Soo, dated July 8, 1835. He here explains his move back to Green
Bay, that it was due to his wife's ill health.
For other reports from Clark on the early Upper Peninsula mission work, see
the Messengers for November 1978, May 1980, May 1981, November 1982, May 1985,
and March 1985.
"SAULT ST..,._ -MARIE- MISSiv,,._ _ -.,---~
To the Corresponding
Church

Secretary of

-~-

the Missionary Society of the Methodist E.

From the fact of my absence from this place the past winter, at Green Bay and
its vicinity, I have not been able to give you any very direct or definite account
of this station since November last. I am now preP6red to present the following as
a report of our state at this mission.
The houses, 13 in all, built here for the comfort of the Indians, were all
occupied less or more during the past winter, and the most of them were occupied
constantly.
But even those most anxious to have a house to live in find it no easy
matter to abandon all their erratic habits at once, and become permanent, like the
white man, and when in want of food, seek it himself alone, instead of taking the
whole family along with him.
In this respect, however, there has been much
improvement during the two years past, but still there is so much of this habit
rema1n1ng as to prove an embarrassment to us in our labor in the wann season,
especially with regard to our school.
Those families who have been the most
permanent in their place of residence have given much of the appearance of
civilization to the internal arrangement of their dwellings, civilization in infancy
at least. From the fore part of November last until the time for going to the sugar
camp- this spring, meetings for - wership and ins.t;Fuctien--:-weFe wel:-1-a~teadeG-,- and-a
good state of religious feeling prevailed through the village. Seekers of salvation
came forward for prayers, and it is believed were much blessed in so doing. Members
of society were active in prayer meetings and prompt to attend class.
Considering all the circumstances of this people at the time the mission was
opened, with the thousand snares that still surround them, with the Jesuitical
influence of foreign priests, under the direction of the pope of Rome, which is
constantly exerted to induce them to abandon Protestant instruction--! repeat,
considering all these things, I cannot but feel encouraged with the present state of
this mission.
Beside a good state of religious feeling, there has been an evident
improvement in industry and economy. In both these respects, however, much remains
to be accomplished.
The past season has been highly favorable for the Indians to make sugar, and
each family is pretty well supplied with that article, which by an Indian is deemed
of great importance to the comfort of his family. From the 16th of November, 1834,

-8up to March 12th, the school has embraced 32 Indian children. The average number in
daily attendance during the same time is 20. Their conduct in school was generally
quiet, and all manifested a desire to learn to read, and in some cases considerable
improvement has been made.
The improvement made by the two young men t o whom I
rendered some little assistance last fall , by way of provision, has fully satisf ied
me of the soundness of the policy, and which I shall wish to pursue in f uture to
some extent, if permitted.
As we carmot, I am fully convinced, too soon bring an
efficient native agency into this vast Indian harvest field, to scatte r the seed of
the kingdom, and gather fruit rmto life eternal.
Our native class m.unbers the same as when reported last fall, with a prospect of
some increase.
The present number of the class at Fort Brady is 8. They are doing
quite well--class and prayer meetings good--some prospect of an accession to their
number.
The system of weekly class collections for the cause of missions is in
successful operation among them. Milton Bourn, an exhorter, from Paulet , Vt. , who
had charge here the past winter, has acquitted himse 1f with honot·--htl has had n
heavy charge, being a single man, and had to keep house f or h i msel f , btuddP.
attending t o the school, with all the duties of the mission. Henry Snake has been
active as an interpreter and in other various duties for the benefit of the Indians.

The feeble health of Mrs. C., which rendered it necessary, with o ther reasons
assigned, to remove my residence last fall to Green Bay, is too feeble s till to
think of having the care of the mission family at this place devolve upon her. With
her, permit me to say, "The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak, " the b:xiy is
weak.
And penni t me to add that I have regretted much that I have seen the name of
no minister, with a healthy family, announced before this as appointed t o reside and
labor wholly at this place. Such labor is greatly needed; and without it we cannot
long maintain our present influence and carry forward the work. Are none wi lling t o
come?
I
trust this is not the case. Is the treasury too empty to sustai n the
additional weight? and the Church too poor to fill it? I cannot yet believe that
this is the case. But even this need not hinder, for I am prepared, if nece s sary,
to live on half rations, rather than have this place remain without the r egul ar
ministry of the word. Let a man of enterprise, piety, with some experience wi th men
and things, come to this place, and there is no fear of his going hungry. But he
should be a married man, whose wife cherishes the true missionary spirit, and
success awaits them in this part of Christ's dominion.
Although my name on the minutes of the New-York conference is put to this place,
still my instructions to extend the work and trure an oversight of the whol e,
precludes t he possibility of devoting myself to the care of this station that it
requires, in the absence of all other ministerial assistance here. I am the s e rvant
of the Church, and am ready to go and labor anywhere, even to the ends of the earth;
but being on the spot I present our wants at this place according to the best of my
judgment.
I have just returned from a trip up lake Superior of 26 days, and shall
give you the r esult of my visit by the next mail.
Peter Jacobs, from the Oredit mission, U.C., is expected here daily, t o ass i s t
as our interpret er for the ensuing year.
Yours, in the Gospel of peace,
July 8, 1835."

John Clark.

'fuscola County Methodism in 1874
"Tuscola is the oldest village in the county of Tuscola. We have ten charges in
the county, with an average of four preaching places for each, making an aggregate
of forty congregations. Methodism is flourishing in this section of the State."
-Michigan Christian Advocate , April, 1874

