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-Norman-- -barnard
forwarded to the Archives for the
Troy United Methodist Church file
the following report for 1992.}
The First United Methodist Church of
Troy may be the oldest Methodist
Church in Oakland County. This year
(1 992) marks its 165th anniversary.
The church dates back to 1827 when
it was known as the Troy Methodist
Episcopal Church.
Its membership
consisted of three families and the
services were held in a log cabin
schoolhouse.
Its pastor was the
Brother Elder Warren of Utica.
In 1862 a church building on 19 Mile
Road (now known as Square Lake Road)
near Troy Corners was purchased from
St. John's Episcopalians for $350.
The pastor was the Rev. J.R. Noble.
Uti-c-a wcrs- mad'e a parto f the cnarg--e
but this only lasted a year due to
fricti on over the time of the
morning worship.
In 1873
Big
Bea ver was added to Troy and
continued that way until 1954 when
each church went by themselves with
their own pastors.
·
In August 1875 the church was
remodeled and dedicated by Rev. Fox,
the presiding elder of the district.
In
1876
the
Women'
Foreign
Missionary Society was organized
with twenty-four charter members.
In
1898
the
Ladies
Aid
was
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reorganized and the name changed in
1940 to Women's Society of Christian
ervice. - - Now
called
United
Methodist Women.
In 1904 the church was remodeled for
the second time and the dining room
and kitchen added. In 1904 the Rev.
F. Faywolf organized the Junior
League. The Epworth League for the
older group was organized in 1908
while the Rev . E.A. Cross was the
pastor.
He was the first minister
to own a car, which was a bright red
Maxwell with a top speed of 25 or 30
miles per hour .
In 1939-40 four rooms were added for
Sunday
School
rooms,
a
small
basement under these rooms and two
coal furnaces installed . It was at
this time that the name was changed
to Troy Methodist Church.
In 1948
work was started on remodeling the
church for tne- third time ;- and
seating arrangements were changed.
A Hammond Organ was installed in
1950.
When Troy and Big Beaver were
separated in 1954 our pastor was the
Rev. Robert Paul Ward.
Under his
leadership the attendance increased
so that two services were held. on
November
6,
1955
a
financial
campaign was started and $51,259.50
was raised for the new site.
on
April 1, 1956, the first (sunrise)
service was held on the new site on
Livernois Road. On May 13, 1962,
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ground oreaking services for the
church were held and in 1963 the
builJ.ing was finished. On March
1963, the service was started in
old church and finished in the
church .

Rushville while attempting to reach
Canada in order to earn enough money
to purchase the freedom of his
sweetheart.
new
new
17,
the
new

There is much more that could be
included in this brief re~ort~-but
the visits this su~mer of the youth
groups and the woman's society to
the old church on Square Lakt . Road
was an opportunity for some of our
members to learn more of our past
history.
As you know the church
building on Square Lake Road is now
an antique shop ...
Another very significant report is
included ..• that we have two very
fine young people of the church who
have chosen to dedicate their lives
and service in the Methodist Church.
Lisa Okrie and Dean Prentiss-- and
another
Pastor,
William
Dale
Schoonover who .•• retired at the
Detroit Annual conference

In 1858 Benjamin Hanby graduated
from Otterbein College and two days
later married Mary Winter who had
graduated the year before in the
first graduating class.
Hanby became the pastor of the
United Brehtren Church in Lewisburg,
Ohio.
He was an eloquent and
scholarly preacher who did not use
notes and was highly regarded by his
parishioners .
After two years he
became the pastor of the united
Brethren Church at New Paris, Ohio.
He resigned because his warm and
enthusiastic
disposition
and
interest in music conflicted with
the approach to religion advocated
by the conservative parish elders.
He accepted a position with Root and
Cady music publishers in Chicago.
At the age of 33 he contracted
tuberculosis and died at his Chicago
home on March 16, 1867.

* * *

* * *

WOMEN'S ROLE IN UNITED METHODISM

DO YOU KNOW?

Patricia Sanford Brown had in her
possession a diary of Lizzie August
Sowles Dravenstatt (1855-1928) who
lived on a farm in Michigan and was
an active member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.

"Up On The Housetop" and "Darling
Nelly Gray" were written by a former
United Brethren Church pastor from
Westervi lle, Ohio. Benjamin Russell
Hanby wrote the words and music for
these two songs.
His father was a
bishop and one of the founders of
Otterbein College.
In his childhood days at Rushville,
a small town near Lancaster, Ohio he
observed many runaway slaves being
helped in their flight to Canada by
his
father
who
maintained
a
"station"
on
the
"underground
railroad ." The inspiration for the
song
"Darling
Nelly
Gray
was
provided by Joseph Selby who died in

We are fortunate to know about
Lizzie Dravenstatt because Pat, who
is
one
of
her
descendants,
transcribed and published Lizzie's
diaries.
She
received
some
financial assistance from the "Women
In United Methodist History Research
Grant" which is sponsored by the
General Commission on Archives and
History.
Lizzie started keeping her diary at
the age of 14, then after --2. twenty-
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five year lapse res umed writing in
1897.
Her entries tell of daily
life in a period of great change the beginning of
rural
postal
delivery, the stringing of telephone
lines ,
and
the
purchase
of
automobiles.
The diaries also
indicate her intimate involveme nt
with her church.
This kind of day-to·-day record is of
tremendous value to those who ~ esire
to understand women's rol e t n - the
United Methodist tradition.
For
more information you may contact Pat
at 2050 Covert Road, Burton, MI
48509.

* * *
CAMP MEETINGS
Camp Meetings originated in Kentucky
and were a special evangelism and
missionary
thrust
for
the
Presbyterians,
Baptists,
United
Brethren and Methodists. According
to Pilcher the first Camp Meeting in
Michigan was held in June of 1822.
I came across a booklet used in
publicizing a Camp Meeting a few
miles from Howell.
It was very
interesting.
The lay people were
encouraged to attend for 20 cents
----=
w=n
"""'l~I
.-:e - pastors were
able -to come
free.
I
think there
are
a
lot of
interesting stories among Michigan
Methodists about Camp Meetings.
I
would like to receive them and will
include some of them in upcoming
editions
of
the
Historical
Messenger. SEND THEM TO ME.
A recent issue of the His torian's
Digest
included
the
following
account.
"But camp meeting in the off-season

was often reproduced in the inchurch revival . Such meetings could
go on for several nights. One such
revival i s recounted by Mildred c.
Hart of Mauldin, South Carolina.
Her source was an 88 year old friend
who was a little girl at the time of
the event.
"Quoting Mildred: 'It was the third
night of the protracted meeting at
the Methodist Episcopal Church South
and the only empty seats were on the
mourner's bench. The circuit riding
minister had pleaded each night
"with all the fervor of his soul"
ana yet n-not- one -sinner fiaa turned
from his wicked ways." "0 God," the
preacher prayed, "we need something
to shake up these people." And then
the lanterns began to sway, the
little pole building shook and the
congregation rose in confusion.
"It's a train wreck on the new
railroad," said one. "Oh no," said
another,
"It's the end of the
world."
As people crowded around
the door, the preacher spoke up.
"Let's not get exited," he said, as
he exited the nearest window.
It
was, in fact, the after shocks of
the Charleston Earthquake of 1886,
and those present in little Poplar
Springs Church never forgot the
experience.
It was reported that
they had a very successful revival
after that night."

--

SEND ME SOME MICHIGAN CAMP MEETING
STORIES.

* * *
WHO KNOWS MORE ABOUT THE CHURCH?
A lay person probably knows the most
about the history of a particular
church.
Some churches have a
monthly History Moment in their
worship
service
as
a
way
of
informing people about the heritage
of the church.
Jim Rupert, pastor
of the Attica United Methodist
Church asked Grace Calvert to
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presenr such a moment on Laity
Sunday.
The
following
is
a
transcript of her statement to the
congregation.
"Jim asked me if I would tell what
this church means to me.
It has
been like my home. I lived in I.e.
(Imlay City) a few years, but had
the same pastors there as h~r~ , Rev.
Warren and Rev. bear i .
After I
retired, vle moved t.o Columbiaville
for 6 years and I attended "1-}urch
there but never seemed comfor~able.
"Other than that I've been attending
this church for 70 years.
Now I
live in Lapeer and a big U.M. Church
is just around the corner from me,
but I've come home to "roost" here.
"I started coming here when I was,
no doubt, a couple weeks old.
Our
parents always sat in the same seat
where I sit now. And it was always
full of Ruddocks as there were 7 of
us, but not all at home at one time.
"The church at that time was the
main focal of the community.
Many
events, other than worship, were
held here. Attica school then went
to the lOth grade and the graduation
ceremony was held in the church. I
graduated from the lOth grade, here,
in 1923.
"Lela Chown, sister-in-law of Hazel
Chown was very talented in all
things.
So the church, for my
graduation, was decorated pretty
with daisies, which we went to the
fields and picked. There were 3 in
my class here.
" My mother, like Ruth Bitters, was
very talented arranging flowers.
Every Sunday, at flower time, she
fixed a big basket and brought it to
church.

"We
always
had
hl..g
Christmas
programs and all children and adults
took part. I remember one Christmas
when my Dad was one of the shepherds
and his costume was made of burlap
bags.
Santa Claus always came at
the close of the program with a box
of candy and nuts for all children.
"At Easter we also had a big program
with
the
church
decorated
beautifully. I remember once I was
an angel with a beautiful halo and
wings.
I wasn't the only angel
there.
"Most of our entertainment centered
around the church.
We had Sunday
School parties, sometimes at homes,
taffy pulls and all sorts of fun
things.
"We came to church in nice weather
in a two seat surrey with the fringe
on top.
In the winter, if buggies
couldn't make it, my Dad would hitch
a team of horses to a bob-sled, put
straw in the bottom, a buffalo robe
to cover us.
We'd stop, pick up
Chown's and theirs, as we went
along.
"At the back of the church, and to
the south, was a church shed for
horses during the service.
The
church service lasted an hour and
Sunday School another hour. As long
as I can remember, when our Dad was
around,
he
was
Sunday
School
Superintendent.
"The Chown' s, the Russel's (there
were several Russel families) and
the Ruddocks were the pillars of the
church.
We had a singing trio,
Clayton and Mae Russel and Ray
Chown. Sometimes my Dad would join
in a quartet.
One song I remember
him singing so beautifully, without
music,
was
'Life's
Railway
to
Heaven.'
"To me, the church looks the same as
ever, the ladies then too, had a big
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Fal l dinner and Bazaar , c h ick e n
ra'thPt ' th3n turkey at first.
The
dinner , bazaar and fish pond were
all done in the dining room, the
same as now.
I read in one of my
Grandmoth er Brooks' diary, in the
40 ' s, about the dinner.
She said
they did .§Q good.
They took in
$456 . 00 .
"People af;k me where I go to church,
and when I tell them Attica the y
- say , 'Oh, that pretty white cnurcn
on the hi l l.'
"We used to have seats like those on
the side, but some church, probably
I. e . (Imlay City) got new ones with
c u shions, and our church bought the
one 1 s we now have.
We 1 iked them
better a s we could slide along
better.
"Even thcmgh I was away for 11
years, I 1 ve always called thi s my
church. I t has so many memori e s of
our parents, the best in the world.
My Dad was born the year the
cornerstone was laid, 1873.
"Since our parents have passed away,
we seven and our husbands and family
have made donations in their memory
and some before they left us. Like
- - - me , - t h is was- their worshipp1ng home.
"Thi s chur ch has not only been my
church, b 'lt for several months my
school r oom.
I was teaching in
Attica when the school burned.
I
had the primary classes and we had
school in the now dining room unti l
the new school was built.
"I look forward to every Sunday to
hear Jim's interesting and inspiring
sermon.
I hope he stays here, at
least as long as I am around."

* * *

CONTINUING AUTOBIOGRAPHY
REV. PHILIP HENRY POHLY
{Philip Henry Pohly was born in
Detroit on December 1, 1859.
His
parents moved to a farm in st. Clair
County,
Michigan.
He was
an
Evangelical
United
Brethren
Minister . This is his story as he
wrote it.}
My first recollection is of services
held in our community, I am happy to
note.
Rev. Bro. Fuchs of Capac,
Michigan was our first minister. He
came mostly on horseback, once a
month, s ome2 0 miles , to preach t he
blessed Gospel to us poor people in
the woods 1 preaching in the woods
and in our various homes. Later we
built a little log church, four
miles from our home.
We attended
when we could get there on account
of bad roads.
Those were the days when the people
appreciated the preacher and his
sermons.
A few years later, in
1875, Rev. John Orth, also of Capac,
be came our pastor and held a revival
in the little log church.
Brother
John and Fred Keehler of Lexington ,
Michigan, my brother Fred, myself
and many others were converted.
I
think 21 in all were converted and
joined the church. My, my, but that
was a happy time in the little log
church in the woods.
--Rev. William Keehler, who attended
the revival, was converted , if I
mistake not, at the Capac
Camp
Meeting a few months before.
The
three Keehler young men, William,
John, and Frederick, were called to
the ministry and were successful
workers. The Lord , however, removed
John and Fred to the realms above in
middle age.
"God doeth all things
we ll." William lived to a fair old
age and is also gone to the Gloryland. Praise God for salvation.
I served the Lord and worshipped in
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the little brown log church until I
was 21 years old .
Then, as per my
promise to father, I left and said
goodbye tc the fine little farm, and
to my dec:.r father and mother who
were the means of leading me to the
feet of Jesus and to the church in
my youth. No one ever had a sweeter
or more pious little mother than I.
God bless her dear soul forevermore.
Both father and mother have passed
to the SW(:!et Beyond where I ' ~xpect
to meet them some sweet day, Bye and
Bye, Hall€·lujah!
I went to Detroit, Michigan, and
worked for the following business
men:
Berry-Selladine, Fort st.
East; Miller, the grocer, Jefferson
Ave
E;
Lichtenberg
and
Sons,
Woodridge
st.
West;
and
the
Metropolitan Life Insurance co. of
New York.
I won fir~t prize of all the agents
in Detroit for writing the most
policies during a certain period.
After whic h the superintendent of
Detroit offered me the appointment
of
assistant
superintendent
of
Detroit.
However, I had met Mr. E.F. Young of
Howell, M:'. chigan, who persuaded me
to enter 2nto business with him at
Howell.
I felt impressed to do
this. The Lord wonderfully blessed
us and our business.
After a few
years, quite suddenly, the call came
for me to preach the Gospel.
But,
excuse me, I must return to my
experience as a young man.
My first Sunday morning was spent in
looking up our First Church in
Detroit on Hastings Street.
I
walked over two miles and arrived in
good time for Sunday School and
Churc h Service. I was received and
welcomed
very
kindly
by
the

minister, Rev. Saunders, and the
people.
I am sure that I did not
miss
a
prayer
meeting,
Sunday
School, or preaching service unless
I was sick or unable in some way to
attend.
I helped to build the
little brick church and worshipped
in it.
These were days of real
worship
for
the
Lord's
true
children.
Praise God forevermore,
Hallelujah!
Jesus
is
mine
forevermore, in all eternity.
Back to Howell business.
During
the time of a flourishing business,
there was a call for a minister.
Brother Krueger was obliged to give
up his field of labor and retire
because of ill health. The quest i on
was, who can fill it, as there was a
shortage of ministers. At once the
dear Lord said to me,
"You go. "
But how could I leave my business
and go? My dear wife said, "No, we
can do enough without going right
out. "
But the Lord, whom we were
serving, said,
"Go right out,
I
need you."
One night as I was sleeping very
soundly, my wife awakened me and
said, "I am very sic k." I jumped up
and lighted a lamp, and to my
fright , she was white as death.
I
called for a doctor and then for
another , but none could help her.
She could hear all that was said but
couldn't speak. She then p rayed and
said, "Why must I leave my husband
and family." The answer was, "You
are disobedient, you are re f using to
do my will.
I have need of thee.
Will you obey or disobey?"
She
said, "Oh Lord,
forgive me.
Thou
knowest that I dare not disobey
Thee.
Thou art my only r e fuge and
strength, my help in time of need."
Her life and strength at once
returned and the doctors said that
they had never experi enced such a
case before.
The whole town was
stirred about it and the Lord had
His way with us.
We at once began
to make arrangements to go to the

::
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next Conference, and offer our
service, ready for work.
They
chee ~ fully gave us a large field of
three
appointments:
Caro,
Fairgrove, and Freemont. This meant
to preach three sermons each Sunday
and drive 14 miles one Sunday and 18
the next.
This frightened me so ~hat I said I
could never do it.
But that brave
and faithful wife of mine, wit n that
wonderful experience of God L~tween
10 DO
life and d~ath said 1
ilOt be
afraid, dear husband.
Jesus will
help you through." After spending
one whole day in prayer with God, I
took courage and said,
"Amen, Thy
will be done." Onward we went to do
His will.
In 1899 we loaded our household
goods
and sent them to Caro,
Michigan. The dear Lord wonderfully
blessed our work in the salvation of
precious souls so that in the three
years that we labored there, there
were 75 to 100 souls saved and added
to the church. The collections were
all taken in full, the Lord be
praise for all. {TO BE CONTINUED}

* * *
HERITAGE SUNDAY
APRIL 24, 1994
{The following is taken from the
Winter 1993 edition of Historian's
Digest.}

Heritage Sunday is one of eleven
Special
Sundays on
the
United
Methodist calendar.
According to
The Book of Discipline, Heritage
Sunday "calls the Church to remember
the past by committing itself to the
continuing call of God."
Each year, the General Commission on
Archives and History develops a

resource booklet for local churches
around a specific theme.
The 1994
theme is "CELEBRATING OUR HERITAGE
OF CHRISTIAN PERFECTION."
The
booklet offers ways to explore this
distinctive Wesleyan concept through
worship,
music,
and
devotional
study.
The booklet also includes
ideas
for
children's
messages,
quotations
by
John Wesley
and
Scripture passages about Christian
perfection, and a reading list.
There
are
also
a
variety
of
suggestions for making history a
part of your church life all year
round.
The booklet will be available in
late January, but the Commission
will accept pre-orders. The cost is
$4.75 per booklet (includes postage)
Make your check payable to
General Commission on Archives and
History and mail to GCAH, P.O. Box
127, Madison, NJ 07940.

* * *
ARCHIVIST'S ACTIVITIES
Early in December your Archivist
spoke at the meeting of the Oakland
County
Historical
Society
in
Birmingham. I was surprised at the
size of the group gathered there
that evening.
The topic for the
evening was Church Records.
I
presented the situation from the
perspective
of
working
with
Protestant Church Records . Roman P.
Godzac, Archivist for the Roman
catholic Archdiocese of Detroit
spoke about the methods of working
with Roman Catholic Church Records.
The
members
present were very
attentive and the question and
answer period extended after the
meeting was officially over. I had
brought a number of Historical
Messenger's
and
they
quickly
disappeared. I have been requested
to send to them additional copies
for members who wanted but were
unable to obtain them.
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Requests
for
research
by
your
Archivist have continued to inundate
me.
Unfortunately I was unable to
be of assistance to three persons
who were seeking verification of
their baptism at churches which are
no longer open.
The Archives did
not contain the membership records
nor the baptismal records. PLEASE,
ANYONE KNOWING THE WEEREABOUTS OF
MEMBERSHIP
RECORDS
FOR . CLOSED
CHURCHES
LET
ME
KNOW .
The
Discipline requires that membership
records f or churches which are
closed are to be located in the
Conference Archives.
One
inquiry
involved
the
Palo
circuit in the West Michigan United
Methodist Conference. The daughter
of a deceased minister had heard
about the Conference Cane and wanted
more information.
A request about
the Bible Christian denomination
which was in the Upper Peninsula led
to
some
interesting
research
regarding it and into the Cornish
Methodist involvement in the Upper
Peninsula.
There was an inquiry
about our holdings for the Methodist
Recorder.
I was pleased to report
that we had what the person desired
and a very good collection of the
Methodist Recorder periodical.
Inquiries resulted in research on
the following:
CHURCH
Detroit,Euclid Avenue U.B.
Detroit, Kirchieval U.B.
Detroit, St. John M.E.C.
Detroit, St. Mark Methodist
Detroit, St. Mark U.B.
Highland Park, Trinity
West Deerfield U.M.C.
MINISTERS
Wesley W. Dale
Samuel M. Gilchriesse
Fergus O'Conner Jones

James Hugh McMillan
Alexander MacDonald
James R. Pascoe
Arthur Crippen Thompson
John M. Young

* * *
FIRST METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH
FOURTH AND FARWELL STREETS
SAGINAW
{In a book of clippings made, I
believe, by Frank Stephenson I came
across the following account.}
For many years the First Methodist
Protestant Society occupied the
First Ward Mission Chapel, keeping
up the needed repairs, taxes and
insurance.
This society grew until it became
one of the recognized forces of the
city.
1he
First
Ward
Mission
was
originally given the land and one
thousand dollars by the late Jesse
Hoyt for the purpose of building the
chapel and keeping up Sunday School
and public worship as a mission,
until such time as the mission
should develop into a church.
Early in the spring of 1889 our
brothers and pastor,
Rev. C. W.
stephenson,
began informing the
members of the need of a larger and
better house for worship.
The
subject was discussed more or less
until at the annual meeting of the
First Ward Mission, held on the 24th
day of May, 1890, a nearly unanimous
vote giving the Trustees power to
sell the chapel property to the
First Methodist Protestant Church
Society for three thousand dollars,
said amount to be expended upon the
property within one year from date
of transfer. This the M.P. Society
gladly agreed to do, and on the 19th
day of December following, a deed
was given, signed by the full Board
of Trustees of the mission.

