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t1nes of fork.
Bake at about 350
degrees. Do not brown.

COMMUNION BREAD

{Ann Burton who writes a weekly
column entitled "Genealogy G~ms" in
the Decatur Republican referred to
an article in the September issue of
the Historical Messenger. Ann also
publishes a quarterly "Links" for
the Craig family. She sent along a
recipe for communion bread which
appeared in a Presbyterian cookbook.
The following is the entry.}

{A fine family tradition. Let your
editor know of other stories of
family service · within the church.
Also, are there other recipes for
communion bread?}

*

*

*

A WOMAN OF SERVICE
~

Shiloh ARP Church, Lancaster, sc.
This recipe has been used for about
100 years -with changes in the name
of the shortening- to make the
communion bread for Shiloh Church,
which was organized in 1802. Eloise
Craig's grandmother made it from
about 1885 -1890 until her death in
1922.
Mrs. N. B. Cousar made it
until 195 5 , and Virginia Cousar
until 1969.
Catherine Cannon has
made it since that time. All these
are Craig descendants or "in-laws."
1 stick margarine or 1/2 c. Crisco

(margarine makes
yellow)
1 1/4 c. plain flour
1/2 tsp. salt
Ice water

it

slightly

Place flour and salt in large bowl.
cut margarine or Crisco in. Mix ice
wat e r into flour to make stiff
dough. Roll out to 1/4 inch thick.
Place on baking sheet.
Cut into
small squares with sharp knife or
spatula.
Prick frequently with

{February is Women's History Month
when your church might highlight,
during a worship service or in the
newsletter, a woman w!"lc hc.s been
important to the life of
your
church. I discovered such a tribute
in the file for Bishop Edgar Blake.
It was written by Mrs. Walter Fruit
concerning Mary Eaton Blake.}
It is very generally agreed among
the ministers' wives of Detroit who
have been pretty close to Mrs. Blake
during the eight years that she has
presided
over
our
episcopal
residence, that she is an ideal
bishop's wife. We believe that she
will treasure that tribute more than
any other we can bring.
We take pride in remembering that
she has been awarded an honorary
degree since she has been the first
lady of our Area and is entitled to
be addressed as "Dr. Mary Blake."
Mary Jane Eaton won a place of
prominence in Methodism as a beloved
missionary serving for eleven years
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as she leaves us that she has not
been able to know all the members of
all the churches in our great area
and been able to share with them
their joys and their sorrows.

under the Woman's Foreign Missionary
Society as the head of Crandon
Institute, Rome Italy. She was also
identified with the work of the
Woman's Horne Missionary Society in
h e r u a tiv e state of Ohio .

Mary Eaton Blake is not happy unless
she is helping folks who are really
in need.
It would take a longer
article tha n this to ment ion the
outstanding contribution she has
made to the sum total of human
happiness.
Her work
for
the
refugees in Italy, recognized by the
government of Montenegro with their
distinguished service medal award,
is but one chapter in a life of
devoted Christl ike service to the
needy of this world.

With this background of experience
in both Horne and Foreign fiel d s and
wi th her natu ral gifts of leadership
which are recognized in any group,
she has been a valuable asset to the
women's
organizations
of
her
husbands area. As a speaker she has
been in great demand.
Strikingly
original, magnetic in personality
and gifted with a rare sense of the
beautiful and telling phrase, she
has
charmed
her
hearers
while
instructing and exhorting them. She
has even been delegated by the
Bishop to take his place on a few
occasions.
Her brilliant mind and
ready wit served her in good stead
in these difficult assignments.

Mrs. Blake has won our love and our
admiration as she has accompanied
the Bishop about the Area, always
ready in her amazingly generous and
capable way of lending a hand or a
voice in any worthwhile undertaking.
It can be truly said of her that she
exemplifies in her life the Master's
teaching, "Whosoever would be first
among you shall be servant of all."

The women of small churches as we ll
as the women of large churches have
secured Mrs. Blake's help for their
devotional
services
and
their
_ programs and in many cases have
enjoyed the hospitality of her home.
The parsonage women have taken note
of the fact that Mrs. Blake puts
before any plans of her own, the
desire to be of assistance to her
distinguished husband in the duties
of his great and exacting office.
Perhaps her most endearing qualities
are her deep and sincere hurnili ty
and her genuine and all - encompassing
friendliness.
She is a friend to
all
her
neighbors,
to
every
minister's wife, to the very young
and the very old and to e v ery person
young or old or middle-aged who
needs any service she can render.
If we mistake not, she will regret

*

* *

MONTHLY HISTORICAL MOMENTS

~

{Some churches make it a practice of
publishing monthly in their bulletin
or newsletter a brief incident or
account of a part of the history of
the church.
Sometime ago the
Flushing United Methodist Church
printed "A BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR
BUILDING" as follows.}
A sawmill for a church, such was the
beginning of public religious life
in Flushing. The year was 1840. In
January,
1842,
a
Society
was
organized and became the First
Methodist
Episcopal
Churc h
of
Flushing Mills.
Then in 1848, a
fourth of a block of land was
donated by James Seymour and through
sacrifice
and
hard
work,
a
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Later on, services were held in the
old school house which now stands in
the rear of the Powers town hall.

building was dedicated in the autumn
of 1848.
On January 22, 1883, it
burned to the ground. The fire was
supposed to have started from a
defective chimney.
On July 16,
1883, the cornerstone was laid for a
new building.

During the pastorate of Rev. Edward
Bickford, which began Dec. 13th,
1893, Spaulding was a thriving
lumber town with quite a strong
church organization. Rev. Bickford,
therefore, resided in Powers, also
servicing the Hermansville church.
He was followed by Rev. Hudg~on and
Rev. Murdock.

The southwest corner of Main and
Hazelton now has its third Methodist
Church structure, all on the same
site. There were several remodeling
projects from 1883 to 1973. One of
these was financed by the building
and selling of three houses by the
men of the church. The 1883 church
structure was demolished July 12- 14,
1973.
The cornerstone of the new
church was placed, along with stones
from the 1883 church and the 1927
East Wing addition, on February 17,
1974. The first service was held in
the new centrum July 28, 1974.

* * *
HISTORY OF A CLOSED CHURCH
{Missing from the records of the
Archives are the histories of many
closed churches. The rich heritage
is lost. I rejoice when I discover
or have forwarded to the Archives
some information about the heroic
ministries of the past.
Last week
while looking in the file of a
church I discovered a booklet that
contained
brief
histories
for
churches that have no files in the
Archives: among these was a history
of the Powers Methodist Episcopal
Church. I assume it was written by
Reverend L.F. Merrell}
The Powers Sunday school and church
were founded and organized over 40
years ago by that brave pioneer,
Mrs. Minnie Haggerson.
Services
were first held in the old school
house on the old Hermansville road.

The present church, which was made
possible very largely through the
untiring efforts of Mrs. Fry and
Mrs. Cann was dedicated in 1930. It
was paid for by subscriptions.
A stirring revival was held by
District Superintendent, Rev. W.E.
Marvin during the pastorate of Rev.
Jos. M. Pengelly.
The church was
improved in 1923 by some fine
concrete steps, a basement, and a
furnace.
The Sunday school ship was steered
for many years by Mrs. Ida Lawrence,
assisted by Mrs. John Green, Miss
Sophie Hansen, and Miss Theresa
Lutz.
Among the faithful church workers
are found the names of Mrs. Ida
Little, Miss Mary Carlson, Miss
Verne Fontana, Mrs. Margaret Fraser
Rushton, Miss Stella Peterson, Miss
Minnie Peterson, Mrs. Ellen Carlson
Brukardt, Miss Grace Lawrence, Mrs.
Ida Hansen Gentz and Mrs. Edith
Hutton.
In spite of the many members who
have moved away the church is
heroically struggling on.
At the
present writing, (1928), there is a
Ladies'
Aid Society,
a
Church
School, an Epworth League and a
Junior League.
The Powers Church
gave Rev. Ira E. Carley to the
Ministry of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
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SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE
250th BIRTHDAY OF BISHOP ASBURY
{The autumn iss.u e of "Action Memo"
published by the General Commission
on Archives and History included the
following
suggestion
for
a
celebration. A biographical booklet
on Bishop Francis Asbury may be
secured for $.75 by contacting Susan
Warrick at P. 0. Box 127, Madison,
New Jersey 07940.}
August 20/21*, 1995 is the 250th
birthday of Francis Asbury.
Born
near
Birmingham,
England,
he
answered John Wesley's call for
missionaries to America, sailing
from Bristol in 1771.
(*The exact
date is uncertain.)
He never returned to England. "The
Bishop
on
Horseback"
traveled
tirelessly, preaching the Gospel,
organizing churches, and serving as
chief administrator of the young and
growing Methodist Episcopal Church.
Asbury died on March 21, 1816, at
the age of 71. He did not refer to
his birth anniversaries in his
journals; the days were spent just
as
all
other
days,
preaching,
travelling, meeting with Methodist
preachers, and overseeing the work
of a growing church.
A typical
birthday was August 21, 1780, in
Virginia: "We rode to Carters' five
miles; I was unwell, and Edward
Bailey preached on 'We preach not
ourselves.' We rode on, and crossed
Dan and Stanton rivers at Sir
Peyton's ferry; there is a short
canal cut from one river to the
other. I rode through the woods to
our friend Crowder's, about ten
miles from Caster's; came in about
sunset."

* * *

ARCHIVES ACTIVITIES
Since the last report the computer
system has been working well.
I
think all the "bugs" are eliminated.
Emily Boley has mastered the system
and we are on our way to getting a
record of our holdings on the
computer.
Three researchers have
used our archives
investigating
differing
areas.
one
person
investigated the Methodist Church in
Michigan during the Civil War era
with special attention to slavery.
Another was seeking pictures of
former ministers .
A third person
was looking for memoirs of ministers
at the Tecumseh United Methodist
Church.
Again this period the inquiries were
varied. Here is a partial listing:
MINISTERS
John Martin
Josiah Pease Merchant
Martha Merchant
G.L. Nuckolls
Elias Pattee
William Pattee
M.T. Seeley
Frank Eugene Stowell
Christian Tews
William Ward
Angelus Merula Washburn
CHURCHES
Ishpeming, Wesley
Ishpeming UMC
Kochville
Norway
Plymouth
Riverview
Trenton
OTHER
Bay View
Central list marriages, etc.
Michigan Cemetery Index
Ora Labora Colony
Songbook's from closed churches
Periodical "Western Evangelist"
Wesleyan Methodist Church
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CAMP MEETING
ZEBA INDIAN MISSION
{The following article comes from
the "History of the Zeba Indian
Mission, United Methodist Church 150 years in Mission."}
The
camp meeting,
a
religious
experience which has been held
annually in this area since a Camp
Meeting Association was formed in
1881, had its origin when Rev. W.H.
Brockway was inspired to bring the
Gospel to a large encampment of
Indians at present day Pequaming in
1844.
A note in Rev. Pitezel's book,
Lights and Shades of Missionary
life, gives us that information.
Pietzel quoted a letter he received
from Brockway regarding the White
Fish Point Camp Meeting in 185 2 : "I
certainly held one six or eight
years before that at Quah-qua-wahming, four miles north of Kewawenon.
The
place
is
now
called
Pequaming .... "
During the 1860s and 1870s, camp
Meetings were held on and near the
present site of Pequaming.
Later
the meetings were held a l ong the Bay
Shore Road about one and one-half
miles from L'Anse.
About 1880, a
site near Pequaming was chosen and
it remained there until 1924, when
it was relocated on the present site
at Zeba.
The Indians used the camp for two
weeks.
They had services and
studie s all day and would sit around
a fire at nig ht reminiscing over
days past.
The chapel stood for many years
until the winter of 1969-70, when it
collapsed due to heavy snow.

In June of 1970, Rev. Howard Shaffer
secured funds for a new building,
help coming from far and near. Men
from
the
local
church
worked
diligently, donating their labor
during the evenings and weekends.
Within a short time their efforts
were fully realized and the Camp
Meeting was held during August in a
beautiful new outdoor chapel.
The
refreshment
stand
was
also
renovated.
Today the Camp Meetings are held in
the evenings for one week in late
July or early August.
Indian
ministers and speakers from area
churches
preach
each
even ing.
Special music, often in the Objibway
language, is presented. A highlight
of the week is the closing service.
As the people march out of the
chapel they sing "Marching to Zion"
and after forming the circle around
a large bonfire, they sing "God Be
With You Till We Meet Again."
Spiritual
growth,
inspiration,
renewal and good times are t he rule
o f Camp Meeting.
Humor has always
been a part of the experience.
At
the Camp Meeting held in 1981 , a
voice was hea rd crying in the
wilderness.
A faint cry for help
drifted
through
the
forest.
Answering the plea, one of the Zeba
members found the pastor's wife
locked in the outside toilet.

* * *
ENCOURAGEMENT
{Edith Boese, chairperson of the
Historical Committee at Aldersgate
United Methodist Church, sent a
letter
describing
how
their
committee was
inspi red
by
the
response of the congre ga tion.
Our
efforts are not for nothing!
The
following is her letter.}
Aldersgate United Methodist Church
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of Redford, Michigan celebrated 50
years on Sept. 24 & 25, 1994. The
charter membership class of 38
members was received on September
24, 1944.
The Historical Committee worked many
hours preparing the history.
One
year of history was printed in the
bulletin weekly for 50 weeks before
the celebration.
Our interest grew and requests were
made to us to put the information
into booklet form. Mrs. Ruth Turner
edited and designed the cover. Art
Hamilton
took
printing
responsibility.
The booklet was
presented at a dinner Nov. 24th.
Those on the committee:
Warren
Barget, Evelyn Berry, Edith Boese,
Marie Brownell, Art Hamil ton, and
Ruth Turner.

* * *
EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH
HISTORY FOUND

{Marie Fenton, widow of Ellis,
forwarded
some
materials
for
inclusion in the Archives.
Among
them was a history of the East
Raisinville EUB Church. On checking
the
file
for
that
church
I
discovered
that
its
file
was
completely empty. The following was
written in 1963.}
The history of the East Raisinville
Evangelical United Brethren Church,
celebrating its 100th anniversary of
its congregation, dates back to
186 3 . At this time the society was
organized with the late Rev. E.
Loose and family, Darius Loose and
f a mily, Jacob Brost and family,
Lewis Klein and wife, C.H. Kring and
wife, Jacob Netcher and wife, and

Jacob Brightbill and wife as charter
members.
Other members who joined
in the next two years included the
Charles Loose family, William Stahl
and family, John Kemmerling and
family and Henry Moses and wife.
Ten years later, 1873, a brick
building was erected by the late
Jacob Brost, whose descendants are
present members of the church and a
Mr. Lanison.
Mr. Brost completed
the building's outside wall, Mr.
Lanison did the inside work.
During the early years of the
society, it was part of the Monroe
circuit
which
included
South
Raisinville,
Strasburg,
Lasalle,
Erie
and
later
Ida.
East
Raisinville appears to have the
distinction of being the oldest
preaching place of the Evangelical
Church in Michigan with a continuous
history to the present.
The white
frame building in which they first
worshiped was near the site of the
present church.
After 1887 Conference granted t he
privilege o f families b e ing seated
together rather than men on one side
and women on the other. {Editor ' s

emphasis}
The first remodeling of the present
building was in 1923 when the church
floor was raised and a fu ll basement
was added.
Remodeling of the
chancel was in 1955-56, and a major
improvement in the basement in 1957.
In 1958 the
and Ida and
separate
Raisinville

Ida Circuit was divided
East Raisinville became
churches
with
East
purchasing a parsonage.

* * *
00 YOU
HAVE A WRITTEN HISTORY OF
YOUR CHURCH? IS IT UP TO DATE? IS
A COPY ON FILE IN THE CONFERENCE
ARCHIVES?

