THE

DETROIT CONFERENCE HISTORICAL MESSENGER
Published by the "Friends of the Archives"
Ronald A. Brunger, Editor

Vol, VI, No. 2
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Building up Our Archives at Adrian
Rev. Abel Warren--A Notable
local Preacher
How a Methodist Protestant Church
was Started In Saginaw

March 1978
Page 1
2-3
4-5-6

BUILDING UP OUR ARCHIVES AT ADRIAN
Are you aware that we are constantly endeavoring to build up and Improve our conference
historical library at Adrian? On behalf of
the Commission on Archives and History, your
editor has purchased several new books of late.
A notable addition to our Library will be
"Wilderness Christians, The Moravian Mi-s-sion
to the Delaware Indians" by Elma E. Gray. This
Is a haunting story of missionary devotion, of
a primitive people who received Christ and
took up the way of peace refusing to fight,
and of the persecution they suffered from
other Indians, the British military In wartime
and especially American fighting men and settlers. These persecuted Christian Indi ans
fled from Pennsylvania to Ohio to Michigan,
back to Ohio, and finally found refuge in
Canada!
Another addition Is "Major Black Ret i gious
Leaders, 1755 to 194011 by Henry J. Young (Ab i ngdon Press, 1977). A paperback that should be
of Interest Is 11 0ne In the Dlord" by Vernon,
Nanez, and Graham. This Is a history of ethnic minorities in the South Central Jurisdiction of the United Methodist Church. Another
addition l.s 11 The Story of Plymouth, Michigan:
A Midwest Microcosm by Sam Hudson. This is
a fine town history with a good number of
pictures, which giy_es a good picture of J lfe
and social conditions in a typical Michigan
town during the past 150 years.
We have acquired the notable series of
ten little booklets on Methodist leaders, published by our national Commission on Archives
and History. They range from 22 to 34 pages,
and can be easily read ~none sitting. They
are well written, meaty with facts, and Interesting. The subjects are John Wesley,
Susanna Wesley, Charles Wesley, Thomas Coke,
Francis Asbury, Philip Wllllam Otterbein, Jacob
Albright, Richard Allen, Frances E. Wlllard,
and Mary. Mcleod Bethune. We were fascinated
by the W111ard booklet. We quote one sentence
to pique your lnterest: 11 She now became a plaster saint, whose name was given to schools and
hospitals across the country, but whose restless, growing, Innovating spirit was denied."
(Continued next column)

Building Up Our Archives(Con. )
Ralph Harper, our Curator, reports th at
our Library has been given a number nf
books by Dr. John Dawson, president of Adrian College, and a number of books and
conference journals from the library of the
late Bishop Raymond J. Wade.
The editor has several interesting
small Items which are to go to the Archives.
One Is an 1892 Albion College Commencement
program. We learn that there were 12 seniors graduating In the Classical Course,
three In the latin Scientific, six In the
Scientific, 13 in the Conservatory of Music,
and four in the ~chooT of painting. Another
is a 50th wedding booklet for Rev. Elisha
and Harriet Caster, 1863-1913. Another is
a printed invitation to a 11 Sugar Social" on
April 6, 18~2, a very Interesting item.
These have been given us by Dr. Margaret
Macmillan

Also we have a letter of thanks written from 11 The Old People 1 s Home' ' In 1916,
and an official receipt with a picture of
an elderly couple at a table reading the
Bible. A picture of the old M.E. Church at
Unadilla. A picture of Rev. John Allen on
his horse fn front of the Monroe Church on
Mar. 21, 1966, as he prepared to ride to
the Bicentennial at Baltimore.
The heart of our Archives are the histories and historical materials relating
to our Churches, the annual conference minutes of our Michigan Conferences through
the years. We have books In the fields of
Methodist history and biography, a collection of Methodtst hymnals and disciplines,
and much, much more.
We invite you to come to Adrian(the Archives are In the Shipman College library)
to do research in your church 1 s history,
various aspects of Methodist history, or
simply to browse and read. All of us
should be proud and glad for the holdings
we have at Adrian.
If you are not now a member of the
Friends of the Archives, we invite you to
join and support our work. A regular membership Is $3 for one year, $5 for two
years. A Sustaining Membership Is $10;
Contributing Membership $25. Send your
check to Rev. Allan Gray, 404 Seminole Dr.,
Tecumseh, Mi. 49286.
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Local preachers were very important in early Methodism. John Wesley, despite his
early misgivings, had moved to harness the devotion and talents of outstanding laymen In
a notable way. There were class leaders, exhorters, and local preachers. The class '~~~er
met ,is class weekly, inquired into their religious experience, their problems and temptations. The early class meeting was a sharing group, marked by brotherhood and mutual aid.
The exhorter might l ea r· in prayer, or add his voice to the preacher, in exhorting sinners
to come to the altar ta oray. -He was not supposed to take a text and preach a regular sermon. This was the prerogative of the local preacher. On the midwestern frontier, the circuit preacher went on his daily round, preaching his way around the circuit; every two,
three, or four weeks according to the size of the circuit, he was back to preach in a given
neighborhood. A local preacher could give the people, preaching on Sunday, in the likely
absence of the circuit preacher, and could conduct the funerals. Methodism was then a missionary movement. The ministers' energies were spread thinly over a large territory. The
local preacher helped to fill the gap.
The Methodist cause during ~erritorial days in Michigan, was greatly strengthened by
the arrival of a group of able local preachers in the late 1820's, or early 1830's. Eminent among these were Marcus Swift, who came to Nankin, Abel Warren of Washington, Joseph
Bangs of Tecumseh, Allen Tibbitts of Plymouth, and Laban Smith in Bloomfield. The story
of the contribution of these early local preachers ln Michigan Methodism, has never been
adequately told. Your editor had hoped to run a series on these men In the Advocate. Let
us tell you here of one of them, Rev. Abel Warren of Washington.
Abel Warren was born in Hampton, Washington County, N.Y., onthe Vermont border near the
south end of Lake Champlain, Aug. 3, 1789. It is likely that his family j oined the migration of multitudes of people around 1800, from New Eng land and eastern New ~otk to western
New York. Society was yet rural, the east was becoming overpopulated, and people were moving westward in search of land or better opportunities. As a lad of 23, Abel Warren found
himself caught up in the War of 1812. DHe was in the army on the Niagara frontier in the
fall of 1812.
Abel Warren was in the battle of Queenstown Heights on Oct. 13, where he was wounded
and captured. General Van Rensselaer sent some troops across the Niagara River to attack
the British at Queenstown Heights. At first they were victorious; the English were driven
from their position and their able General Brock was killed. Van Rensselaer returned to
the American shore to bring over the rest of the army, but the militia denying the constitutional right of their commander to take them out of the state, refused to embark. The
English reorganized and took the offens ive. The soldiers on the Canadian side, "thus basely abandoned" as one historian puts it, "after a desperate struggle, were compelled to surrender.''
Young Warren was not well prepared for this dire experience. Long after he wrote,~ 1>1n
181 2, when on the Heights of Queenstown, approach in g the enemy, and when the carnage of
battle was all around me, my heart was deeply pierced with the arrows of conviction for stn.
As I heard the terrible exclamations of the wounded and dying calling upon God to have
mercy upon them, and for Christ's sake to save them, and being myself wounded and a prisoner,
I knew not but that myself, also, was soon to appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
it affected me very deep ly."
Warren recovered from his battle wound, and in time he was exchanged and released to
return home. Before the battle, he had often been convicted of living away from God.
11
Sometlmes I experienced this when thrown among those who were full 0f f rivolity and wickedness, but more particularly in the hour of imminent danger. Especially can I call to r·~mem
brance the anguish of mind that seized me when on one occasion It seemed certain that I was
being doomed to a speedy death by being swept over the Falls of N!a ~ ara. The terrible conviction of my sinfulness--my utter Inability to stand acquitted before the Almighty, pressed
upon me. I was overwhelmed at the thought of the folly and wickedness of the life I had
been 1iving. 11
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After his war experiences, Warren continued to seek religious peace. His spiritual
struggle, strange to us perhaps, was much like that of many others in that day. He records
that on the evening of Feb. 27, 1817,"1 went to the barn to pour out my anguish of soul In
prayer. On returning to my house, like Saul of Tarsus , I fell •• and for ten or fifteen
minutes, lay senseless in the public road. At length I arose, and on reaching the house,
I said to my wife, I am lost forever. But I was not left long in this condition. I fell
asleep, and on waking in the morning, I found myself at peace with God, and with a heart
full of praise and love." From this time forth he had vi.ctory. Pilcher records that "his
religion was of the cheerful, happy type."
Before long, Abel Warren became a class-leader, serving thus several years. He often
'felt impressed with a sense of duty to preach.' In 1821 he received his exhorter's license.
In the meantime in 1820, he made a trip west to Michigan Territory; he went north from Detroit as far as Pontiac, then a new town. He decided presently to move to Mlchlg•n, and In
1823 he located land here. In 1824 he settled near Washington. He purchased 80 acres, the
west-!- of the southwest i;th of section 4, in Shelby Townsbtp, Macomb-CouPty.
Abel Warren was licensed to preach at a Quarterly Meeting held In Detroit In June 1825.
He was the first m~n licensed by the Methodists in Michigan. There was then only one Methodist circuit here, the Detroit Circuit; the circuit preachers were Elias Pattee and Isaac
c. Hunter. The Circuit was on the Sandusky District of the Ohio Conference; the Presiding
Elder was James B. Finley. He had first visited Michigan In the spring of 1821 encountering
unbelievable difficulties. As he no.-~ 1 ived in northern Ohio and the Conference was In the
summer. it is likely that he was present to pass on Warren's character and give him his
license.

Abel Warren proceeded to become a very active local preacher, meanwhile making his livPilcher writes of him,"He was a man of very respectable talents as
a preacher, but it was his warm sympathy which gave him such a strong hold on the affections
of the people. He always had a tear for the afflicted and bereaved, as well as a word of
hearty good cheer for the joyous. He was very Industrious as a preacher and very useful."
The historian states he Warren "labored so effectively" In a revival In Washington at one
time "that his name deserves to be embalmed in Its records."
In the fall of 1825 the Detroit District was set up. The Presiding Elder took care of
the Detroit City Church. From 1826 to 1828, there were three other appointments--Detroit
Circuit, Monroe Circuit, and either St. Clair or the Wyandotte Indian Mission. The Presiding
Elder got Abel Warren to preach for him In Detroit once a month, while he was awey conductIng Quarterly Meetings In one of the circuits.
Warren would leave home on Saturday, riding horseback 35 miles south, reaching Detroit
in the early evening. On Sunday he would -preach- and then hold chfss meeting for fhe Detroit
Methodists. After dinner he would start homeward, but he could not arrive until late In
the evening. His road north In Macomb County was mostly through a dense forest.
ing on his small farm.

One time he was ne~rin~ home on a very dark night. His little horse came to a stop
and seemed fearful to proceed. The preacher peered into the darkness before him as best
he cou!d, and di~covered an object standing in front of his pony, and nearly as large. He
recogn1zed that 1t must be a very large bear! What could he do? He could not go all the
way back to Detroit. There was only one way home, and that was straight ahead. Something
must be done to frighten the bear from the trail! "So he made a sudden move throwing himself forward in his saddle, and leaning towards the horse's head he gave a ;udden scream
when Bruin, wondering what the man was made of, turned upon hfs haunches, ·and disappeared••
Into the forest, and gave the pony with his rfder, the exclusive right of way."
(To be concluded fn the May Issue)
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The Founding of the Sheridan Avenue Church
Quite a number of the city churches in our Conference, were started as outpost Sunday
Schools, by an older mother church. For example, the Warren Avenue Church In Saginaw
started as an outpost Sunday School fran the Jefferson Avenue Church. In the early years
of th is century, the population of Flint was growing with amazing rapidity and the Methodists were endeavoring to keep pace. Historian Floyd Porter writes:"Most ~f the new congregations followed a rather stereotyped pattern of Sunday School meetings In a home followed
by moving to a school or store, construction of a basement and finally their fir;t church
building."
'
Tne Metho~ist Protestants in the early years of th is century, had two churches in
Saginaw ~irst Church and Stevens Street. In 1924 they moved to found a third. Bu t the
i nitiat.ve in the matter had not been thei-rs.
In 1923 or e arly 1924, a Sunday School was started in the home of Jay and Anna Johnson
at 1938 Sheridan Avenue. It is said that Mrs. Johnson had met t........ hoys playing on the
street on a Sunday, a · ~ asked them where they went to Sunday School
They answered that
there was no Sunday School to go to. This startled and troubled her. She was moved by the
thought that a Sunday s _:,ool was needed in her neighborhood. She and her husband graciously
opened their home to the children of the neighborhood, and to the parents, for Sunday School.
Classes were taught by Dr. Huntsberger, Miss Cole ,
Anna Johnson served as superintendent.
and Mrs. Alice Knight. Interest mounted and the attendance reached as high as sevent y persons. And that was .; crowd' for a modest sized home with a basement.
Mrs. Johnson contacted the Methodist Episcopal pastors of the city, and none of them
were Interested in conducting an extra worship service here. She then contacted Rev. Ell
Richard of the Stevens Street Methodist Protestant Church, about a mile and a half west,
across the river. He was interested and anxious to help. Richard was a young minister who
had just come to Saginaw in August, filled with youthful vigor and zeal. In September 1924
a three-week tent meeting was held on the northeast corner of Wfbber and Sheridan Avenue.
The meetings were conducted by Ell Richard with great success. After the tent meeting
closed, he conducted worship services every Sunday morning in the Johnson home. 'Enough
enthusiasm was s hown in these meetings to definitely prove to the communitythat a home
church was neede d.'
The Saginaw News on Sunday, Dec. 7, 1924, had an art i c 1e, "NEW M.P. CHURCH IS ORGAN I ZED
HERE." 'With wo r k on the organization of a new Methodist Protestant church pastorate, to be
known as the Sheridan Avenue M.P. church, beginning to take definite form, the first of a
series of cottage prayer meetings will take place within a week or two, It was announced
Saturday, by Rev. Ell D. Richards of the Stephens street M.P. church
The women, as Is usually the case, quickly rallied to the new cause, and In November
1924, a Ladles Aid Society was organized with the following ten charter members: Mrs. Elizabeth Rieder, Mrs. Dora Hibbler, Mrs. Poppy, Mrs. Lena Oswald, Mrs. Anna Johnson, Mrs. Tll\a
Felcher, Mrs. Alice Knight, Mrs. Mina McGivern, Mrs. Irma McAlpine, and Mrs. Ella Hillier.
The Aid began immediately to raise funds to purchase a church site. The first payme nt for
the church site was raised by a Ladies Aid Bazaar.
Trustees were soon elected--Jay Johnson, James Hibbler, Robert Hillier, Henry Felcher,
Fred Rieder, and Fred Poppee. At eight O'clock Sunday morning, Feb. 28, 1925, Rev. Richard
broke the ground for the construction of the new church. Work began the following Wednesday
on the contruction of a 26 x 40ft. basement. A dedication service followed its comple tion
on March 25, 1926. It had taken a year to complete the project.
The Sheridan Avenue appointment first appeared In the Minutes of the Michigan Conference
of the Methodist ~rotestant Church for 1925. Joseph Dlbley was Chairman of the Second District(there were three) and the three Sag naw appointments were: First- -F. L. Crandall; Stevens St.--E.D. Ri chard; Sheridan Ave.- - E. D. Richard. The message of the Presiden t to the
Conference made significant mention of Sheridan Avenue. "The Sheri-ian Ave. church In Saginaw
is coming slowly. This is not the fault of pastor or people- -the contractor who took the job
(Continued on p. 5)
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has failed to finance the project, so it has been held up for a time but we trust that some
means may be devised by this Conference to help In the matter, as a church Is much needed
in this growing part of the city... I feel that whatever we may be able to do for them will
be many times repaid in the future.•• Rev. F. E. Kunsman was President of the M.P. Con fere:lce
from 1922 to 1927, and took a real Interest in the Sheridan Avenue project.
Rev. Kunsman assisted in organizing this church according to the Methodist Protestant
practice, on Sept. ;o, 1925. The ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION OF THE SHERIDAN AVE. METHODIST
PROTESTANT CHURCH stated in part:
'THIRD The members of this Church or Societv shall Worship together, and Labor together
according to the discipline lrules of the Methodist Protestant Church of the United States
of America.
FOURTH The officers of this society shall be as follows, Three Trustees, Two Stewards,
a Class Leader, a Secretary anda Treasurer. The Trustees shall be elected, first election,
One elected for a term of one year, one for a term of two years , and one for a term of three
years. The Annual election of trustees will take place the first Monday of Janu~ry in accordance with the laws ~f the State of Michigan. The other officers shall be elected at
the last quarterly Conference of each conference year.
We the undersigned Charter members of the said Sheridan Ave. Methodist Protestant Church,
do hereby affix our name and seal of our ONn free will and accord.••
Then follows the names of the 23 charter members: Mrs. Elizabeth Rieder, Mr. Fredrick
Rleder, Mr. F. c. Poppe, George H. Fetcher, Mrs. Chrlstena Fetcher, Charles E. Wodlln, Jay B.
Johnson, Mrs. Inez Counselman, Fred Counselman, Mrs. Chas. Dietz, Mrs. lena Oswald, Mrs.
Josephine Watt, Edward Burns, Mrs. Jessie Burrill, Elizabeth Hood, Minnie J. 0 1 Day George
E. 0 1 Day, Anna D. Johnson, Dora S. Hibler, James s. Hibler, Arther E. Shepard, Mrs. Fannie
Wilkins~>
Of these, only Fannie Wilkins remains a member In 1978.
It appears that construction of the basement church began before the lot was actually
purchased by the church. Evidently the lot had been.promtsed. On Jan. 25, 1926, Charles and
Anne Sommers conveyed to the Sheridan Avenue Methodist Protestant Church.of Saginaw lot.number Ten in the Homelawn Addition for the sum of one dollar. The address IS now 2000 Shertdan
Avenue; it was the second lot south of the Johnson home.
The basement church was finally completed and dedicated on March 25, 1926. President
Kunsman reported in 1926 to the Conference: 11 March 25 the basement unit of the Sheridan Avenue
church was dedicated. This is another victory for the church of Mutual Rights. When this
enterprise was started some of the older churches seemed to think we were trespassing on
their territory and said so in no Indefinite way, but we have heard such things before and
so were not frightened from the field.•• Now there was a rapidly growing membership and Sunday School. Classes were held In the Johnson home, as welj as the church basement. On Feb. 4,
1926, three of the Trustees had signed a document stating that the trustees were authorized
to borrow $650 by unanimous vote of the members of the church. The mortgage was given on
March 1. Enthusiasm was high, payments were made frequently, and the debt was liquidated
on Apr! 1 15, 1927.
Rev. Eli Richard served the church as its beginning pastor for a year and a half. Apparently it became evident that his two churches were too great a responsibility. In the
spring of 1926, Rev. Clyde Baldwin was secured to pastor this church until Conference. In
1926 the first statistics of the fledgling church appeared in the conference minutes. Sheridan Avenue had had 38 members in 1925 we learn(13 juveniles and 25 adults), and now had 57
members(24 juveniles and 33 adults). The pastor had received a salary of $590, his full
claim. The Church had paid $80 for ordinary local expense, $50 for extraordinary expenses(!),
$784.64 for building and improvements, $275 on debts, $16 for interest, and $37 to Conference
funds, a grand total raised of $1,832.04. The Church reported 9 conversions.
In 1926 Rev. William H. Smith came to Sheridan Avenue to serve two years. He lived at
2004 Maplewood, near the church. During 1927 he pushed the completion of the upper story of
the little house church or 11 the auditorium. 11 This was done at some cost. Mrs. O'Day, who
had been the pianist and teacher of the adult class, got into an argument with Smfth over· the
(Concluded on page 6)
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building project. She felt that things didn't look good and that it was not a good timP to
be building, and she left the church. The building project went ahead triumphantly. The
Church contracted with Ernest Krause to do the building for $1968. But there were extras:
spindles on the stairs to the basement cost $2, wiring and fixtures cost $70, a Kalamazoo
stove $7. A btll for $2 152 was marked "Pald11 on Dec. 5, 1927 Tha Church had a cons fut::rable mortgage. The mort9age payments were to be assumed by the M.P. Michigan Conference.
This house church was built wi th the idea of using it for a parsonage In the future, when a
new and larger church would be built elsewhere. The auditorium was dedicated Dec. 4, 1927
by Rev. Charles Bragg, president of the Conference from 1927 to 1930. Bragg was a fervent
and folksy preacher, a native of Dundee. He was later a leader in the M.P. fight for FMethodist Union in the 1930's, and before his death was the holder of the Detroit Conference cane.
The new Church continued to make progress. In 1928 it reported paying $1200 on the debt ,
and $700 salary to the pastor, out of a $900 claim. Daniel Ryan was pastor here in 1928~29.
In 1929 he reported 79 members, 16 conversions, and 26 baptisms. Surprisingly Sheridan Avenue was already the largest M.P. Church in the city. The Sunday School was large and overflowed the littl e house church. Mrs. Otto Witt, the Superintendent, carried on a strong,
old-fashioned Sunday School, which put on a Christmas program, an Easter Program, a Children's Day program(Second Sunday in June), a Rally Day program in September, and a Thanksgiving Day Program. There was always a Sunday School picnic in the summer. Sometimes they
would take buses to Bay City; again they traveled by cars.
In 1929 the Methodist Protestants were evidently short of ministers. No appointment
was made to First Church(later Tuscola St.); Frank Kunsman was appointed to Stevens Street
and Sheridan Avenue. He was ageing and apparently not able to give vigorous leadership. The
membership of Sheridan Avenue fell to 36; the Sunday School enrollment fell from 170 to 110.
The depression was beginning; ev idently the Conference was not able to make the mortgage
payments as planned.
The minister here from 1930 to 1933 was Earl J. Plumb. He was young and active: he
had th e two churches, but Sher idan Avenue was now moving ahead again. With the deepening
depres sion finances became a problem. In his last year Plumb received only $1b9 salary here
instead of the $400 he was supposed to receive. But with $787.14 from Stevens Street, his
was not a bad salary for the times. It was said that 11 1n a time of depression, he did much
to care for the material needs of his parishioners, as well as to provide a spiritual ministry'.'
In 1933 the Conference sent a young, single minister, Shirley D. Kinde, to Sheridan Avenue to serve as fulltime pastor, and he stayed 7 years. The Sunday School again was large.
The young pastor is remembered as visiting the poor In shanties by the river, and taking them
food. The Church had an active athletic program, with a baseball team, softball team, girls'
softball team, and a basketball team. The latter practiced in the Salvation Army gymnaslum.
Shirley was very popular with the youth. There was a large Christian Endeavor: the youth
went to large sub-d ist rict rallies in various places. One of the girls on the girls' softball team was loretta Wessel. Shirley began goingwith her; they tried to keep it a secret
and this amused the other young people. Presently they were married.
The first reed organ was purchased about 1936; it had a motor so that the organist would
not have to pump furiously with her legs. Shirley Kinde was the fir st mlnlster to wear a
black robe. Many conservative minded people were quite shocked; this smelled of popery to them.
The Choir had black robes wit h a white collar; the choir was excellent. Harry Simon c ould sing
a very low bass. A large black woman came to sing bass. They had a competition : she went
5 or 6 notes !owe~ ~han he could go. The membership was still sma11(147 In 1936) bu t they
supported thetr mtntster and a strong and varied program.
The Saginaw News early in 1934 carried an article,"SHERIDAN M.P. CHURCH HAS GROWN
RAPIDLY.•• It had a picture of the popular young preacher and of the house church
The
, church has been developed
•
ar t .tc 1e began, 11 1n 1ess than ten years, Sheridan Avenue M.P.
from
a Sunday School to a thriving congregation, and under the leadership of its young pastor
Rev. Shirley D. Kinde, its progress is ~ontinuing.
'

