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AND

We have been thinking in our conference
commission meetings that it would be a
good idea to publish a Methodist Historical Map of our Conference, or of Michigan.
This would list and locate our official
historic shrines, old churches, churches
of architectural or other interest, graves
of prominent Methodist leaders, places of
special general historic or scenic interest. If this were to be well done, we
would need the thought and imput of a lot
of people. We would like your ideas as
to what places would be interesting for
travelling Methodists to visit.
The item in our last Messenger telling of Jane Maxwell Pritchard, member of
St. Mark's Methodist Church, Detroit, being chosen national Mother of the year in
1956, stirred up some responses.
Dr. William Quick has informed us of
Ella Kuhn, Michigan Mother of the Year in
1952. "Many people predicted that she
would be the American Mother but the chairman of the Michigan Committee failed to
send the National Committee her name. Then
of course, nothing could be done but I
understand.. the National folk said without question she would have been the American Mother."
Dr. Robert Horton informs us that Mrs.
Jean Bauman of the Elkton Church was the
Michigan Mother in 1978. Ralph Harper reminde U! that his sister, Marian Finkbeiner
of the Middleville Church in the West Michigan Conference, was the Michigan Mother of
Year in 1979. Are there other Michigan
Methodists who have been so honored? "
We suggest you might loan your Messenger to a friend who could be interested
in learning more about our Michigan Methodist heritage. Perhaps you can advertise
the Messenger. We need more memberships.
Regular memberships are $3 for one year;
$5 for two years. A Sustaining Membership
is $10; Contributing M~mbership $25; Life
Membership $100. Send gifts to Rev. Allan
Gray, 404 Seminole Dr., Tecumseh,Mi. 49286

GENERAL CONFERENCE Mml'S
NEXT MONTH IN INDIANAPOLIS
This year 1980 is not only our presidential election year, but for Methodists
it is the year of General Conference. The
General Conference which meets every four
years, meets this year in Indianapolis, Ind.,
from April 15 to 25. The 200tl'\ anniversary
of the Sunday Schools will be observed during the weekend at General Conference.
Our Detroit Conference ministerial
delegates or members, are Paul Blomquist,
William Quick, Carol Johns, Raymond Lamb,
Robert Ward, Carl Price, Tony Sitipley, and
John Grenfell Jr. Alternate: Edward" Duncan.
In 1976 we were entitled to nine delegates;
this year due to our declining membership we
have only eight. We are glad that for the
first time we have a woman ministerial member in our delegation; note that women have
only been eligible for full conference membership since 1956. For a second time we
have a delegate from the Upper Peninsula.
Our delegation has a broader, more representative geographical spread than m~ of
our delegations in the past.
Our lay delegates are Jane Schairer,
John Buxton, Shirley Cook, Evelyn Griffith,
Irene Norris, Donald Clark, Harold Karls,
and Joyce Stanton. Reserve: Wayne Middleton.
All these delegates have been prominent in
the life of our Conference. Jane Schairer,
former Conference U.M.W. President and first
elected lay member for the 1976 and 1980
General Conferences, has been honored by being elected chairman of our conference delegation to the 1980 General Conference.
As we approach the time of General Conference, let us pray for God's guidance and
blessing for our conference representatives,
and on the 1980 General Conference, that it
may bring a new inspiration and creative
leadership t 0 our denomination in this
troubled and needy time.
In 1880, Central Church Detroit reported
1072 scholars in its Sunday School; Simpson
Church reported 625; Calumet 575; Phoenix &
Central(Keweenaw Peninsula) 567; Hancock had
502 enrolled in two Sunday Schools. Ann
Arbor reported 485; Adrian 450.
A century ago Central Church had 769
members; Ann Arbor 531 1 Adrian 458, Court St.
Flint 440; Simpson Church 371; Ypsilanti 366.

OUR

LONGEST

PASTORATES

The United Methodist Church traditiona.l.q
has believed in an i tiner~t or travelling
ministry. The hope has been that a ~ster
would work intensively, make his spee1.al
contribution to a Charge, and then move on
to make it again in another. The local .
Church meanwhile is enriched, and its f8.lth
and program enlarged by having a succession
of ministers who stay for limited pastorates. Both ministers and laymen are enriched in this process. This is the traditional and prevailing belief of our
leadership.
But on occasion, Methodist ministers
have stayed on to serve a Church for many
years; the Church and minister seemingly
agreeing to a more permanent marriage, so
to speak. And this has been allowed by the
bishop and the cabinet. Some ministers manage to keep growing administratively, intellectually, and spiritually, and keep out
of the ruts which are all too characteristic
of the majority of ministers probably.
In Michigan Methodism there have been
several notable longterm pastorates, which
were very fruitful. One was the 25 year pastorate of Arthur W. Walker(l905-30) at Ann
Arbor First Church. Another fruitful pastorate was that of Dr. Merton s. Rice who went
to North Woodward M.E. Church in Detroit in
1913, stayed on as it moved and grew, and
built a great cathedral church, Metropolitan.
Hd remained until his death in 1943, completing a famous pastorate of 30 years.
Dr. Henry Hitt Crane was the eloquent and
dynamic pastor of C~ntral Methodist Church i~
downtown Detroit for 20 years, from 1938 unt1.l
his retirement in 1958. Other long term pastorates in our Conference include t~ose of
William H. Collycot t who served St. Paul's
Church in Rochester 27 years, from 1915 to
1942; Fred R. Walker who served Lake Orion
25 years from 1920 to 1945; and Karl Hammar
who served Central Methodist Church in Escanaba and Cornell for 33 years, from 1930 to
1963! And today Lewis Redmond is in his 24th
year of outstanding service in the Cass Ave.
U.M. Church in Detroit.
Outside our state, Dr. Ralph W. Sockman
served as pastor of Christ Methodist Church,
New York, for 44 years which is said to be
the Methodist record.
In the West Michigan Annual Conference a
famous and fruitful pastorate was that of Dr.
Frederick Spence, who served First Church
Jackson 25 years from 19~3 to 1943. Dr. Spence
dramatically ended his ministry addressing
- - - (Cont. Column 2)

Our Longest Pastorates (Cont.)
the Michigan Pastors' School in Lansing on
the theme,"Lost Leaders", when he was fatally stricken. "Tall men were they and
stalwarts l"

-

LEI'TER FRG1 LUTH.ER WHITNEY ( Con1;..)
"1st qtly(quarterly) meeting resolved
to build a church. Asahel Bailey gave us
the lot. I spent some weeks circulating
subscription and collecting funds subscribed
the previous year ••
During the winter. • while laboring in
a meeting at Bristol, Brother Ab_le Warren
and I caught cold and went home sick. He
came very near dying, but I soon got up and
went into revival work in the north part of
Armada, forming a class there . Held second
quarterly meeting at Macomb, Feb. 15-16,
1840. Then held a meeting with my colleague
at Clifton Mills. Some 25-30 were formed
into a class there. Brother Gurden Hovey
dressed the stone during the winter and
spring for the basement of our church. In
May we had masons at work on the walls,
and the timber was mostly on the ground for
the frame.. Times were hard for raising
mOI}~.Y ~ 11
~Whitney's

colleague that year was Joseph
Reese. In 1840 they reported 551 members
on the Romeo Circuit!)
A century ago Rutherford and Lucy Hayes,
fervent Methodists from Fremont, Ohio, occupied the White House. They offered family prayers daily, and served no alcohol in
the White House. Hayes courageously ended
the military occupation of the south. He
stood for reform and eliminated Corruption
in the port of New York. His slogan was,
"He serves his party best who serves his
country best." Frustrated Republican
spoilsmen repudiated Hayes and nominated
James Garfield, a dark horse, in 1880.
A century ago the value placed on Central Church Detroit(the present sanctuary
but larger) was $150,000, by far the largest
in the Detroit Conference. The Ann Arbor
Church had the second largest value,$40,500;
Romeo, Simpson and Tabernacle Churches(Detroit), were each valuad at $40,000.
Central's salary was then the highest,
$3,000. Washington St. Church in Bay City
paid a salary of $2,300; Simpson Church paid
$2,200; Ann Arbor $2,050; Court St. Flint
$1,800; Adrian $1,400; Pontiac $1,400; Jefferson St., East Saginaw $1,300; Negaunee,
Port Huron, and Romeo, each $1,200.

UNPUBLISHED DOCUMENT
LETTER from Rev. Luther Day Whitney of Hadley, .Michl.gan
to J. ·E. Day, Secretary of the Historical Society of Romeo. (No date)
(Luther Day Wkitney was born March 13, 1810, the 5th of 7 children, at Granville, N.Y., on
the Vermont border. His father died when he was 7 years old. At the age of 16, he walked
to western New York, where he learned the trade of a mason serving a three-year apprenticeship, and also taught school. At the age of 18 he was converted in a revival, and found
himself "a new man". He joined the M.E. Church and became a local preacher. In the summer
of 1832 he moved to Michigan Territory. He was admitted on trial in the Ohio Annual Conference that September, and for 12 years he preached on frontier Methodist circuits in Michigan.
His throat took on a chronic inflammation when he preached, and he was forced to retire. He
passed the test of the Oakland County Medical Society, received their diploma, and practiced
medicine. He settled at Hadley, and died at Grand Blanc Sept. 11, 1877.
The letter relates to his experiences in Macomb County, while on the Mt. Clemens Circuit
from 1834 to 1836, and while on the Romeo Circuit 1839-40.)
"Our worthy presiding elder, the Rev. James Gilruth, of noble presence, strong will,
musical voice, and corporeal weight of 200 lbs., . came around every quarter punctual as the
sun, but it took two large bay _horses to carry him, he riding one and leading the other_alternately. Our trips from Mt. Clemens to Romeo and back, then were made by keeping on the
west side of the north branch of the Clinton till we crossed at the junction of those streams.
There are still some old people living yet whom I often met in those days, going to and from
Detroit to market their crops, when their teams, themselves and wives, if along, looked sorry
and soiled ••
At that time emigrants were flocking in to find homes here. The Gratiot and Saginaw
turnpikes from Detroit to Mt. Clemens, and Detroit to Royal Oak, and the Paint Creek roads
were thronged with emigrant teams; the women often on foot, carrying a child and leading
one or two more. But being mostly young married people, they were sustained by faith, hope,
and love. I have often rejoiced since in seeing them own a good farm, make money and use
it well..
In many cases the "Circuit Riders" furnished the only gospel preaching that Christian
people of any sect heard for several years. But on this work I met good faithful ministers
in the Lord's service, viz. Rev. Father Taylor of Bruce, O.C. Thomas, Missionary, and Father
Ruggles of Pontiac of the Congregational , and - Elders Chase, Goodman, and Benedict of the
Baptist Church, Elders Cannon and Walworth of the Christian, and Rev. Able Warren of precious
memory, Lemuel Nobles, and Bro. Hickey, local preachers of the M.E. Church, all true men with
whom I love to meet and pray.
I and my colleagues found a hearty welcome among the people, whether church members
or not. We preached mostly in log school houses and private dwellings. There were no Methodist houses of worship on the charge, though before I left it, we appointed a board of trustees at Mt . Clemens, obtained a lot, and raised subscription for a church. The second year
my wife lived in a small log parsonage in Washington. I found time to visit her every two
or three weeks and stay two or three days. We loved our work, and the people turned out
well to hear the word, lev ed and enjoyed our class meetings, and showed their love to us,
and the master we served by giving us a comfortable living, between two and three hundred
dollars a year.
We held our meetings in the Court House at Mt. Clemens. In a frame school house at
Romeo, also at Utica and Troy. But we preached, ate, and slept, mostly in places made of
logs, rude in structure -the walls often adorned with the Michigan rose or other fragrant
flowers externallY .-while within was cheerful industry, frugality and neatness- with some
useful books and late periodicals, with refined culture -smiles and songs of loving parents,
with prattle of happy childhood ••
Romeo Circuit -Romeo where we preached in the schoolhouse every Sabbath morning and
Washington, Macomb, Ray, Armada, and Bruce in Macomb County; and Bristol(now Almont) and
Dryden in Lapeer County~ with Addison in Oakland County.
-Continued on page 2, Column 2.
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BISHOP THEODORE S. HENDERSON AND HIS CONTRI:SVTION
TO MICHIGAN MEI'HODISM (Part I I I) '
by Harry J. Lord.
(Bishop Theodore Henderson was Michigan's first resident bishop frqm 1916 to 1924. He
was a dynamic and extraordinary person, remembered fondly by. 9~r oldest ministers. This
is the concluding section of an excellent paper presented by H~~ry tprd to the Conference
Commission on Archives & History at its annual meeting on JUI\e 10, 1968.,)
"Under Henderson's leadership the rural churches were gi ven the best chance they have
ever had. Early in his administration he appointed D~. w~ W. Diehl from the Rock River
Conference, as Superintendent of Rural Church Department. The interest of this capable
leader in the rural church brought new hope and inspirati on to these churches. It was
badly needed as thousands of the finest youth in the rural areas had left and were leaving
the farms to seek employment and better paying jobs in the large industrial centers. One
of the retired ministers •• writes , "The rural depression hit in 1922 some •• years before
the crash. It was good for the rural ministers and churches to have someone in the administ ration who understood and listened. Never since have the social problems of the rural areas
had the attention they deserved. " A District Superintendents• report •• reads,"Our Bishop
not only has roused new interest in the importance of this work but also has tramped the
country with us. There is scarcely a preaching appointment, no matter how remote or poor,
that he has not seen and made an object of his special care."
The building of new churches had his backing •• This was an era of rapid shift of population from the rural areas to the great industrial centers which brought with it the need
for many new churches •• Most of these building enterprises were started with the feeling
that the Bishop was back of them and would somehow see them through. Money raised by the
Centenary campaign helped in many cases.
He had a concern for points farthest out. In the Conference Minutes of 1920, Dr. Addis
Leeson, Superintendent of the Upper Peninsula District, speaks with gratitude of two extensive visits of the Bishop on the District that year. One in midwinter "mid snow and ice,
encountering the hardships of night travel, our dauntless Bishop made a great itinerary of
the peninsula, holding seven important and inspiring meetings touching every pastor and
charge on the district personally and imparting his dynamic spirit to us all."
At the Conference session in the fall of 1923, Frank Leonard and George Sanford were
appointed to the "Marquette District Pari sh" which included 18 preaching points and a number
of lumber camps. Some of these places, though having a church building, had had no regular
preaching services in years. One place was Grand Marais, 26 miles from a railroad yet with
an accredited high school, but with no preaching service for six years. That year in midwinter
the Bishop planned a trek with "sky Pilot" Leonard as he was called, to visit the lumber
camps a~ound Newberry as part of his itinerary. (In those days no roads were kept open in
the winter months for auto travel.) Many of the lumber camps had to be reached by logging
train or sleigh. A bad blizzard made it necessary to change some of his plans so that he
preached at Newberry, where the writer was pastor, one evening instead. This took nothing
away from the demonstration of his concern for the man farthest out.
~ Methodist Educational Advance was another campaign that engaged the time and energy
of the Bishop. In 1922 the Conferences accepted the challenge to raise $2,000 1 000 for the
Educational Endowment Campaign in Michigan. Albion College was to receive $1,500,000;
Wesley Foundation, Ann Arbor, $250,000; Wesley Foundation Albion $100,000. Also $1 50,000
was to be divided among the following interests,"The Church at M.A.C.(now M.S.U.), Western
Normal College at Kalamazoo, State Normal College at Ypsilanti, ~entral Normal College,
and the Normal College at Marquette. As in other drives, the Area staff and the Bishop were
big factors in its success. It was said that the Bishop never worked harder than in the
last two weeks of the campaign. He expected every minister of the Area to give it his full
support. It is reported that he said to the ministers at a district meeting,"There is
nothing that you have to do that is as important as this.·" Then to the minister of one of
the large churches and calling him by name, he said,"And that goes for you too."
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BISHOP THEODORE S. HENDERSON • • • (Continued)
A word used in an editorial in the Michigan Christian Advocate at the end of the
Bishop's first quadrennium in Michigan well describes the full eight years. That word is
UNUSUAL. To quote:"Looking backward, the record of these first four years" -we say eight"is unusual in its intensity. Our fathers talked about intensive cultivation and we have
had it. It is unusual in its scope, for no quadrennium has seen so many lines of endeavor
worked all at once. I~ is unusual in its statesmanship, for many things have been done
with an eye upon tomorrow. It ::i..s unusual in its quantity as well as quality, for no other
bishop had a chance to give us all of his time. It is unusual in its abandon, nothing
has been kept back that would help Michigan."
Near the end of the second quadrennium the following resolution was drawn up and
adopted at a joint meeting of the district superintendents of the Area at their March meeting at Battle Creek and adopted at the 1923 sessions of the Annual Conferences. "These
have been eight swift winged and eventful years. Our Bishop and Brother, Theodore S. Henderson seems to have come to our Kingdom for such a time as this. His evangelistic passion
has kindled in us an ever deepening desire to win men for Christ and His Church. His understanding love of youth has set new life service streams flowing within the churches of the
Area. His daring dreams of Kingdom conquest have unlocked deep fountains of missionary zeal
and vision. His tireless energy has brought him into every nook and corner of this vast
territory in personal visitation. His dynamic personal touch is felt and known by every one
of the 868 pastors of the Area. His administrative skill has guided and quickened all our
educational and philanthropic institutions. In short, his has been an inspiring, brotherly
leadership."
Leader
The Dynamic
It is obviously impossible to describe a man's activities without saying a lot about
the man himself •• We purposely focused attention upon the Bishop's achievements in order
that ~orne picture of the Bishop might already be in mind before asking what manner of man
he was~ for a man is known by his works •••
Theodore Summers Henderson was born in Milburn, New Jersey, May 14, 1868. It is very
appropriate that this paper should be presented almost exactly 100 years later.. He graduated from Wesleyan University, Connecticut, in 1892, and from Drew Theological Seminary in
1895. He married Miss Dora Mooney in 1896. He joined the New York M.E. Conference in 1893
and was elected bishop in 1912 at the age of 44. He served the Detroit Area in the full
vigor of his manhood.
Bishop Nicholson described him as "a man of most tremendous energy, and a driving
force in whatever he undertook." He had a powerful speaking voice. He was in appearance
every inch a bishop•• (He was) a preacher of ability. He was an executive of unusual force.
He was an organizer of marked ability. No one who knew him doubted his sincerity, his complete consecration and his absolute devotion to the work of the ministry."
pynamic was the word used more often than any other adjective in describing him. This
is what some wrote:"The word dynamic describes him well. He came with abundance of energy
and we all felt his influence." "He was a strong dynamic personality, and made a strong
impression on me as a young minister." "I recall his dynamic leadership. Many strong men
and women respo~.1ded in personal commitment through his challenge." "He bound me to him.
He was a magnetic leader." "When he preached, people were always eager to hear him, not only
because he was a bishop but because he had something worth while to say."
~ ~.! tireless worker. One writes:"The fastest train was hardly fast enough for
him." Wouldnlt he have loved our jet travel? "It was said that no one could stand his
pace for more than thirty days. If anyone in the Detroit Conference needed a vacation,
it was he; yet he took none." This from Dr. Phelps,"He has toiled terribly and the volume
of the work he has turned
over would make GEneral Motors envious. He has done
too much work·t
•
'
he has played too l1ttle and rested too rarely, and at times has had to make decisions under
too high pressure •• We have tried our best to kill a bishop, and he has tried hard to
(Concluded on page 6)
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Bishop Theodore Henderson
kill himself with hard work." This from a retired minister,"My impression is that of
all the bishops that have served the Detroit Conference in the fifty years I have known
it, none could excel in the consecrated activity of Bishop Henderson. I say this without
' reflection on any other bishop."
He dreamed great dreams. No lazy preacher or quiescent church could feel comfortably
at ease under his leadership. He had a program for his men, and he played the game with
us and not as one who stood apart. The writer remembers well being at Michigamme Institute
where the Bishop was present. In talking informally at a meeting of the ministers he said,
"I have been dreaming dreams while I have been here." Immediately he was interrupted by
one of the ministers who remarked half jokingly,"But Bishop, when your dreams get to us
they look like night mares." There were quite a few who tired of so many programs and campaigns.
He was evangelistic. He introduced the techniques of personal evangelism. This from
BishopNicliolson,"He had varied interests and was an all-round Methodist preacher, but
throughout his ministry his dominant passion was evangelism." As Secretary of Evangelism,
1906-08, "he went throughout the nation •• He saw immediately the strategic and far-reaching
character of our colleges, universities and secondary schools. He began to plan ways and
means for reaching every institution with an evangelistic campaign•• The result was thousands of conversions."
~ ~ human. He had his faults.
Someone said,"Faults come as naturally to bishops
as the spa~ks fly upward." In his zeal to get things done he used methods that were
thought to be autocratic by many even though some of them believed in the goals striven
for. He could use his Episcopal power to discipline a church or a preacher when he thought
it necessary ••
His near virtues •• (Dr. Phelps wrote of him) "He had a very poor memory for insults
or personal attacks •• He was too kind to his enemies. He fought too hard for men who
fought against him. He always seemed to respect, not hate, his opponents. Again and again
did he take a man who had worked against him and trust him with high responsibility. He
had too much faith in men. Even if they stumbled and fell, he still believed that with
another chance they would redeem the past.. His near virtues explain why we all loved him."
He ~ ~ Christian Warrior. In no eight years •• have there been as many "crusades"
and "campaigns." "Dying on the Field of Battle" was the appropriate caption of the editorial written by Dr. Phelps at the time of his death at the age of 61. He had served the
Cincinnati Area nearly five years after leaving Detroit. He had been warned by his doctors
to "slow down" but he often said he wanted to die "with his boots on." His strenuous pace
no doubt contributed to his death of flu-pneumonia, Feb. 11, 1929.
In conclusion we would refer again to the Bishop's article in the Michigan Christian
Advocate on "The Waning Passion." In it he was making a plea to the ministers for greater
dedication to the main task of the ministry and referred to the epitaph on the tombstone
of Adam Clarke, the famous Biblical scholar of earlier Methodism. The words were:"In living for ' others he burned himself away." Then he challenged the preachers to be able to say:
"In praying for others I am burned away.
In laboring for others I am burned away.
In preaching for others I am burned away.
In suffering for others I am burned away."
These words could well be the fitting testimony of the Bishop's own life and his epitaph.
His creed often stated was,"All that Jesus means to me, I owe to every other man.·""
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