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STA!Z METHODIST HISTORICAL MBBTING
IN LANSING, APRIL 30!
You are cordially invited to the
second Areaieihodist Historical_Societ~
Meeting to be held in the Asbury United
Methodist Church, Lansing, on Friday,
April 30, beginning at 10 a.m.
The Asbury Church is at 200 Lake Lansing Road, the first exit from 127 north
of Saginaw St. Turn west a half mile.
Obme early at 9:30 a.m. for the Coffee
Hour and a time of fellowship.
We held our first meeting a year ago
and had a fine response. About 55 people
were in attendance from widely scattered
places. One of our West Michigan Conference executives enthusiastically .declared
that it was the best historical meeting
he had ever attended.
The following is our scheduled program for April 30:
9:30 a.m.--Coffee Hour
10:00 a.m.--Devotions by Rev. Geoffrey
Hayes, host pastor.
Welcome b,y President Simmons.
10:30 a.m.--Paper,"The ·aerman Methodists
in Michigan", b,y Hilda Menger.
11:30 a.m.--Paper,"They Worshipped in a
Tar Paper Shack", by Pord Ceasar.
12:30 p.m.--Lunch.
1:30 p.m.--Business Meeting.
ls45 p.m.-"The Story of a Thriving New
Church--New Baltimore", by Rev.
Richard Andrus.
2:45 p.m.--Paper,"Bay View--Kichigan
Methodism's Chautauqua", by
Ronald A.Brunger.
3:45 p.m.--Summary, and Adjournment.
'11he cost of the meeting will be 14.00
which includes lunch. Reservations should
be sent to Dr. Ford Ceasar(3116 N. Grand
River Ave., Lansing, Mich.)
(Continued p. 2)

MICHIGANXE-:OUR FIRS¥ cAIPG!o ND
We are sorry that we failed to take
note that 1981 marked the 60th anniversary
of Michigamme, our Upper Peninsula c~p
site, the first in our Conference.
In the spring of 1921 Rev. George w. Olmstead, superintendent of the Karquette District, stopped in a Michigamme village
store and asked if the storekeeper knew of
any lakeshore property for sale. The result of that question was the purchase of
our 90 acre site. The only building at the
---first Institute(held later that year 1921)
was an abandoned barn. The hay-mow was
the girls' dorm; the ground floor the dining
room. The boys lived in tents.
The first summer the campers all had to
help with the cooking. 'Swatting your own
mosquitoes was the rule of each day •• they
were whoppers too!' The early c~mps at
Michigamme began on Saturday and ended on
the second Sunday when people came in from
all over the peninsula bringing their picnics. They always had a well known preacher, frequently a bishop, to highlight the
climactic SundS\Y'.
In the 1940's and 1950's when we had a
conference youth director who visited all
the camps, he would invariably remark on
the wonderful spirit of Michigamme, and the
singing. The stirring campsong epitomized
and furthered this spirit.
"Xiohigamme, 0 ~Michigamme!
Beautiful retreat,
W"n.ere the leade'rs of our la-rgest district
of our Methodism meet.
Here we gather every happy summer
For our vorahip, work, and plS\Y';
Here we dedicate our lives to service
In a needy world today!"
We had a query of late about a German
Methodist Chrch & Cemetery, out from Dexter on Lima Center Road. Can anyone tell
us about this Church?
We would like to have a list of all preCivil War church buildings still in use in
our Conference. We have thought of Clinton,
London, and Dixboro. Are there ethers?
In the spring of 1804, the first Kethodist preacher in Michigan, Rev. Daniel Preeman, came and preached in Detroit.
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STATE HIS!fORICAL DftiNG (Con.)

CHERRY HILL CENTENNIAL

We organized this state Methodist Historical Society last year, open to all
interested people. The dues are S5 a
year. The Officers are: President--Rev.
James G. Simmons; Vice-President--Louise
Morehouse; Secretary--Rev. Ronald A.
Brunger; Treasurer--Dr. Ford Ceasar. We
extend an invitation to all interested
people.
Plan to attend and enhance a great
meeting on April 30 in Lansing. Whether
you want to join the Society or not, you
are cordially invited to come to Lansing
on April 30 and enjoy the program there.

The Cherry Hi ll Church enjoyed an inspiring Centennial of its building on Feb. 7.
This is a picturesque brick building with a
cemetery to the side. The sign out front
announces--"Michigan Historic Site 1834"•
The sanctuary is love ly with new carpeting
and beautiful chandeliers. A fine addition
on the back gives good facilities for this
thriving country Church.
The Centennial was marked by two wellfilled services, featuring much special music
and a sermon by district superintendent
Robert Selberg. A bountiful ethnic potluck
followed. The afternoon program featured
the singing of oldtime f avor ite hymns, and
remarks by f ormer pastors and the conference
archivist. Rev. George Nevin who served 20
years(l936-56) and who is now 91 , spoke, to
the pleasure of the people.
Cherry Hill announced a series of events
for their Centennial Celebration. On Feb. 21
a sleigh ride; on Mar. 6 a Game Night; on
Apr. 24 a Box Social and Square Dane ; on
Apr. 25, a Homecoming ••• There is a great
spirit in the Cherry Hill Church.
(For their history see the Nov. 1980 Historical Messenger.)

OUR HISTORICAL LIBRARY AND ARCHIVIS

We have a fine Methodist and historical library at Adrian College which should
be used. We've had a number of researchers in this year. One fall Tuesday
three women from Brighton worked on the
hist ory of their Church, and had a very
good time doing it.
Obviously one can research the lives
of Wesley, Asbury, and other Methodist
leaders, Methodist history generally, and
Michigan Methodist or local church history
in particular. We have resources here for
research in church music, women's history in the church, Indian missions, black history,
preaching, temperance, evangelism, church socia! 1 7ife, church camping, our church institutions, etc. Our archivist, Ronald Brunger (45o-7992) is normally in the library on Tuesdays, or other days by appointment. Members of the Adrian College Library staff will also
assist you. The library an•'l. archives are to be used, and exist to serve.
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YEARS
OLD!
150
Our Dexter Church is 150 years old, and they are celebrating with a notable series
of events throughout the year, instead of the more traditional week or weekend of celebration for such a notable anniversary.
The year's celebration began with a Kickoff Celebration in October, and an old-fashioned Christmas in December. An Anniversary Dessert was scheduled for Feb. 6, the program to include a 150-year cavalcade of history, styles and entertainment, starring local
church celebrities. Due to the weather, this event had to be postponed. A current event
on March 13 was to highlight a Reception in honor of Ted and Ma rcy Halsted, a potluck,
and a performance by the Covenant Flayers.
Next on the list is a special Anniversary Worship on March 28, with Bishop Edsel
Ammons preaching. Then follows an Afternoon Musicale at 3 p.m. on May 16, and a Grand
Finale Weekend June 18-20 . And after this some of the youth and adults will be engaged
in a Work Camp at Henderson Settlement, the week of June 20. We think t he>.t this is a
notable and creative Anniversary Celebration.
DEXTER

CHURCH

And now let's look a bit at the early history of the Dexter United Methodist Church.
In 1824 settlers pushing west from Detroit and Monroe, over the swampy flatlands of Wayne
and Monroe Counties, began the settlements of Dexter, Ann Arbor, Dixboro, and Tecumseh.
That year Judge Samuel w. Dexter purchased lands on the Huron River around the site of
Dexter, and aettled here. He built his house on the present Huron Street, on the south
(Continued on page 3)
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side near the east end, and his barn near the site o£ the future railroad depot. The
next year he built a dam, grist mill and saw mill on Mill Creek. By 1830 the pioneer
doctor , Cyril Nicholson, the first merchant, and other settlers had come here. The
village was platted in 1830.
The Ohio Conference of the M.E. Church in 1828, had established the Huron Circuit
to cover the settlements in Wayne County west of Detroit and those in Washtenaw County:
The principal points in washtenaw that year were named as being Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor,
Boyden•s Plains(east of Dexter), Dixboro, Supe~ior, and Lodi Plains. The next year the
Circuit was enlarged to cover more territory. Appointments were visited once in 3 weeks
by hard travel. The circuit preacher was Leonard B. Gurley.
In the spring of 1830, circuit rider Gurley came to Dexter and preached the first
sermon. He included Dexter as a regular preaching point on his circuit. In September
1830, the Ohio Conference appointed Henry Colclazer and Elijah Pilcher to the same area,
now called_the Ann Arbour Circuit. It began with the original log church on the River
Rouge, 6 miles west of Detroit, and extended west to Dexter at leas~; by January~re~
ing had been extended to the new town of Jacksonburg.
In September 1831, the Ohio Conference appointed Elijah H. Pilcher and Ezekiel s.
Gavit to a new circuit, the Tecumseh Circuit. To the east of Ann Arbor now was a new
circuit, the Ypsilanti, with two circuit ridersJ to the northeast, the Oakland Circuit
also with two circuit preachers. The Tecumseh Circuit when organized, covered most of
six counties. Towns included were Tecumseh, Clinton, Manchester, Saline, Ann Arbor,
Dexter, Grass Lake, Jackson, Marshall, Coldwater, Adrian, and many other places. There
were 27 preaching points. Each preacher went around in four weeks, so every appointment had preaching every two weeks.
Blijah Pilcher has described his hardships as he began traveling this new frontier
circuit, and trying to determine his route. On Oct. 13 he was on his way, trying t o go
from Jackson to Ann Arbor. He got his horse through Mill Creek in Lima, and beyond that
was a wide marsh. Halway to the hard land , the horse sank in the mire. Our intrepid
circuit rider resorted to prompt action. "Dismounting, I rolled up my sleeves, plunged
my hands down into the mud, pulled out his feet, and got them onto fresh turf, and assisted him up." We wonder what he was standing on? Now the circuit rider had to cross
the marsh on foot, get across the stream on the stringers of the bridge, and bring his
saddlebags and coats safely across to the east side of the marsh. He reached Ann Arbor
about 9 p.m., "wet, cold, tired and hungry." This incident suggests the hardships the
early •ethodist preachers endured on theJrontier oirouits in southern Michigan.
It was during this year tha.t the Methodist Society in Dexter was organized. we
have two accounts. One account tells us that in November 1831, Elijah Pilcher preached
a sermon in the east room of Judge Dexter's house. "Following the sermon it was proposed
to organize a class or society of Methodist Christians, and this was agreed upon." All
desiring to join, retired to the house of Dr. Cyril Nichols, where the class was organized, with ten members. Apparently this organization was premature, and the class had
not met regularly as these early Methodist classes were expected to do. So a reorganization was found necessary in ~rch.
The other account of the organization of the Society at Dexter, taken from the
earliest church record book, is as follows:"In the months of January and February 1832,
a revival occurred under the labors of E. H. Pilcher and E. S. Gavit, and a number were
happily converted and desired to join the Methodist Episcopal Church. In accordance
with thia desire, Rev. E. H. Pilcher preached in the East wing of Judge Samuel Dexter's
house, and organized a Methodist Episcopal Church in that room on the 15th day of March,
1832. The group, twelve in number, were as followsa Athalia Allen, Abigail Dunlavey,
and John Dean, by letterJ Dr. Cyril Nichols, Mary Nichols, William Hudson, Sarah Hudson,
Phelina Nichols, Silas Peck, Electra Pettengill, Samnntha Ri ~gs, and Osiah Phelps, on
trial. A number of these persons were baptized the same day.', No leader was appointed
\
(Continued on page 4)
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that day, but William H. Brockw~, who belonged at Ann Arbor, was appointed soon a~ter
ward. The spirit o~ revival continued ~or some time, in consequence o~ which this number was considerably increased." Evander Cooper was present on that day;"he gave in his
letter" in May 1832, and during the next 67 years was to be a very prominent member .
Let us note William H. Brockway, the ~irst class leader at Dexter. He was born
in Vermont, Feb. 24, 1813. As an adolescent he learned the trade o~ a blacksmith. At
the age o~ 18 he was on his own, and determined to go west to seek his ~ortune and ~arne.
He came to Dexter in the ~all o~ 1831 and worked in the blacksmith shop o~ A.D. Crane .
Much of that winter he shoed oxen in the open air without shelter. Evenings he employed
making the shoes and nails; sometimes he took care of six oxen a day. With the organization o~ the Methodist Society, he became the class leader. He is said to have taught
the first school in the village.
Late in 1832, Brock~ was employed as the teacher of the school at the Methodis t
Indian Mission on the Huron River, just west o~ the site o~ Flat Rook. He was licensed
as a local preacher. The next year he joined the Ohio Conference on trial and was a ppointed to the Huron Mission, a two weeks' circuit including all the valley of the Huron
below Ypsilanti and the country ~rom 5 to 15 miles on either side. The Indian Mission
was an important point. At the end of the year Brockway reported 135 members, o~ whom
27 were Indians. He went on to work with the Indians in the Upper Peninsula, be come a
prominent man in the Con~erence, and ~inally an ardent promoter of Albion College . Hi s
was a varied and honored ministry.
During that ~irst decade there was no church building. Services were often he ld
in Judge Dexter's large barn, 30 by 40 ~eet, which had been built in 1826-27, when it
required about all the men in the county to raise a large barn. It was located on t he
west bank ofthe Dexter mill pond. There was no parsonage. The circuit riders were continually in the saddle, usually preaching in a dif~erent place each day. When in Dext e r,
they customarily stayed at the home of Judge Dexter. The obituary of Mrs. Dexter in
1899, tells us that she had been a member for nearly 60 years and that "the pioneer Methodist prr achers, Revs. Gurley, Pilcher, Brockway, Sapp, Baughman, T.C.Gardner, W.H. Collins, and J.S. Smart, if living, could bear testimony to her loyalty and hospitality,
for Judge Dexter's house was what was known in those days as a "Methodis t tavern" and
many a weary itinerant preacher found r est and refreshment there."
Luther Day Whitney, the junior prea cher on the Ann Arbor Ci r cuit in 1832-33, for tunately has le~t us an account of his ministry. He describes vividly his experience
in this area in that early day. "This cha r ge then included Ann Arbor, where one of us
preached every Sabbath morning and evening, Jacks on, Sandstone, Spring Arbor, Napoleon,
Grass Lake, Lima, Dexter, Scio, Lodi, Boyden 's Plains, and Whitmer's Lake with other
intermediate places. In visiting our societies and scattered membership we could travel
much o~ the way only on foot or horseback, guided by blazed trees or by ~ollowing I ndian
trails.
"The year was a pleasant and prosperous one ~or our church. The country was ~illing
up ~ast with emigrants, mostly ~rom New York state, New England, and Germany. Some days
more than ~ifty emigrant teams would be met on the road ~rom Ann Arbor to Jackson. There
was a steady stream of emigration that ye a r. We would follow up the settlers, gather
them in some pioneer's log cabin, preach to them, ~orm societies, organize Sunday
Schools, visit the sick, o~ which there were many in Dexter and Jackson in the summer of
1832, also in 1833. We attended many ~unerals at these places or around them.
"In forming classes at the newer settlements we took in many who had been members
of other religious sects. They were glad to hear the Gospel and help us establish in
their midst the institutions o~ our common Christianity. Everyone was glad to entertain the preacher, learn the news and cheer him in his work.
"Jfy salary received that year was abo~t $1-20. In the month o~ .Auguet ·j ~83~; 1!·: 1$a
sick four weeks with intermittant ~ever at the house o~ my good ~riend Dr. B. H. Packard of Ann Arbor. During the year we had some conversions at Ann Arbor, and our members in the church at that place were over one hundred."
(Conc luded on page 5)
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In 1837 the Dexter Circuit was established with George Breckanridg$ th~':pr.~aeker.
The circuit encompassed terri tory to the north and west. North Lake and Una.dilla ·were
two preaching points that year; where else the preacher went, we do not know. At the
end of the year Breckenridge reported a salary of $144.36, and 262 members. In 1840
Lorenzo David came to Dexter; he had the honor to stay for two years. Davis had been
a peddler of tinware and Yankee notions in the Berkshire hills. After joining the emigration westward, he clerked in a Ypsilanti store. He was converted and joined the
ministerial ranks in 1837.
The year 1841 was a very notable year in the history of Dexter, and of the Methodist Church. On July 4th the first train came to Dexter and a great celebration was
~eld to commemorate the coming of the railroad.
The whole countryside turned out. The
pioneers realized that the railroad meant an end of isolation, the opening of markets
for their produce, the lowering of prices of necessities, the heralding of progress.
At the exercises held that day, the chief orator was none other than our Methodist
preacher, Lorenzo Davis. The historian records that he "gave us a very fine oration,
suited to the day and to the occasion . " The railroad cut through the garden and orchard of Judge Dexter, and so it was that the n e xt year the Judge bulrt-nis--manslon,
Gordon Hall, to the northwest of the village, which for 140 years has been the pride
of the town.
Also in that memorable year of 1841, the first Methodist church was erected. This
was made possible by the generosity of Judge Dexter. He donated the site. From the
forests of his estate came ~he timbers of oak, hickory, and walnut for the framework.
These timbers remained in excellent condition until the destruction of this pioneer
church by fire 84 years later. The brick for the foundation were made in Chauncey
Goodrich's brick yard in Lima, and were partly donated to the church. Men drew the
brick to the church site with ox teams, using what they thought of as fancy, two-wheeled ,
wide-tire ox-carts. When they unloaded the brick, they pulled the pin out of a big
clasp in the tongue, pulled the clasp from the tongue, and dumped the brick out at
the back end of the cart. Daniel :1oy drew the stone. No list remains of the pioneers
who worked on the building. It was remembered that Calvin Fillmore, and his son Calvin
Jr., were two of the workers; the elder Fillmore was the brother of Millard Fillmore,
i3th President of the United States from 1853 to 1857. We are sorry to state that in
effect Rev. Davis paid heavily for the b uilding of the church; he received only $25
salary that year, on a salary claim of $200.
In 1842 at the end of Davis' pastorate here, Dexter reported 200 members, and two
Sunday Schools with 75 scholars and 160 volumes in the libraries. The Circuit had
raised $20 for missions, and $13.09 for Sunday School expense.
A high steeple was added to the church a few years later. The bell was purchased
by popular subscription. During those days it was the only bell of large size in the
village, and was used to announce fires, funerals, or public gatherings of importance.
A gallery extended over the rear of the church. In the beginning there was a partition
extended through the center of the nave, dividing the women and the men. In the early
days the pews were rented to families and the revenue therefrom used in the support of
the church. This ancient aristocratic custom strangely often flourished on the frontier.
Methodist leaders like Gilruth fought against the selling of pews, and argued for a
free Church.
And so amidst storm and difficulty, with the great 1eal and faith of the circuitriding preachers, with the sacrificial devotion of the members and friends, the Methodist Church in Dexter was well established in its first decade.
1

Dr. Benjamin H. Packard was a strong Methodist leader. Tradition states that he
with Elijah Pilcher and Henry Colclazer initiated the movement to establish a
Me~hodist school of higher education, which finally brought Albion College into
be1ng. Packard was one of the found ers of the settlement of Jackson and soon
afttebr
~hhistmhov
cd ~o Sprin~ Arbor where he was involved
in the early ~ttempt to
es a l.S
e em1nary there.
.
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The Saginaw Ne\·IS one day in February 1968, had a picture of an artifact found
in a potato patch eaft of Bay City. It was an old bottle with the name "Ora et
Labora" on the side. The finder was mystified. Was this a religious or ceremonial
item? Investigation revealed that this bottle had belonged to a German Methodist
community by this name, located 40 miles northeast of Bay City, which flouri s hed in
the 186o•s.
Toward the middle of the nineteenth century, the United States saw the rise of
a number of socialist communities. "Wilderness utopias", they have heen called.
Ralph \-laldo Emerson made the remark that there was not na re~ding man" who was without some scheme for a new utopia in his "waist coat pocket... James Gilruth, Met hodist
presiding elder of the Detroit District in the 1830's, had a dream of "a community."
.He became obsessed by it, and in his last year in Michigan made himself somewhat obnoxious it appears, as he talked about it so much. In 1836 he left to try to implement his dream, but his community was a failure, and he soon retur n ·d to his ministerial calling.
Most famous of these communal societies was the one established by Robert Owen,
wealthy and idealistic Scottish textile manufacturer, at New Harmony, Indiana, in
1825. Historian Thomas Bailey observes: "Little harmony prevailed in l'Te ~~ Harmony,
which, in addition to hard-working visionaries, attracted a sprinkling of radicals,
1~ theorists and outright scoundrels.
The enterprise became a sinkin~ ship, w~thout
captain and trained crew, but with the passengers all shouting orders at once." Brook
Farm in Massachusetts and the Oneida Colony in New York, were other famous examples.
Some of these societies flourished well for a time.
Not many people know that 1-re once had a society of this type in Michigan. It
was called "Ora Labora", or sometimes "Ora et La.bora", meaning "Pray and Work." This
was a German Methodist colony in the upper thumb, on Saginaw Bay. And two or thre e
of our United Methodist Churches today have their roots in Ora Labora1 Today the
Bay Port United Methodist Church has a memorial window to Emil Baur. Who was he?
Let us see.
Emil Gottlob Baur was born in Wurtenberg, Germany, Feb. 2, 1812, the son of
Rev. Gottlob and. Fredericka. Baur. His father was a Lutheran minister. His ~cle,
Ferdinand Christian Baur, was the leader of the Tubingen School of Theology. Emil
was evidently a university graduate, and proba~iy was in classes taught by his uncle.
At a date unknown, Emil Baur came to t he United States, and here he became a German Methodist Episcopal preacher. How he camt to be a Methodist is unknown. He
preache~ in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Michigan.
He corresponded with the poet, Longfellow. He also corresponded with Rev• Erastus 0. Haven, who was a minister in New
York, and in 1853 moved west to teach in the University of Michigan.
Emil.Baur became concernedwith the sad conditions of life in the slums of the
growing cities. He visited the Harmo ny Society at Economy, Pa., and he read about
the Brook Farm. He began to dream of a religious colony, wher~ all would work together for the common good afid find the h~ppy life. Baur was in Detroit in December
1850. It is stated that he courted Bertha Herger from Grass Lake, and they were married. In time, they had seven children--Bertha(who became a musician with the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music), Bertrand, Frank, ~il, William, Adelbard, and Wanda.3
There is a tradition that Baur served in the Underground Railroad.
Befor~ Baur•s time in America, soon after 1800, a group of German immigrants
had settled at Economy, near Pittsburg. They came to America in search of religious
freedom, as the Pilgrims and many other groups had done, and ~hey built their community upon the concepts that all things belong to God and all men are brothers. They
(Continued next page)
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therefore held all their property in common.• 4 A spirit of contentment and notable
progress marked the colony. It attracted others. Wagon-makers(much in demand at
this time of westward migration), blacksmiths, soap-makers, oandlemakers, tailors,
and farmers were attracted here. Finally the colony of Harmony grew so large that
it was unwieldy. Members had to attend church services in relays. The nearby c ity
of Pittsburg, offered continual temptation to' lure away the young people. They
could not quy enoUgh land, to raise the desired food.
Agnes Boesch, author of an eleven page monograph on Ora Labora, states that the
Harmony colony now found it necessat.y to form branches. And that Emil Baur was chosen to establish one, and that he came to Michigan in 1847 to select a site for his
colony.4 Why did he pick his site in Huron County, then a wilderness? He needed to
b~ che~p land, from the government.
The southern four tiers of counties were becoming settled; he must go north a ways to obtain a large tract of land. Probably
he wanted his colony far from the temptations of a city.
Baur fbund this land that looked right to him. Tremendous white pines towered
high in---t-he --slt~y-;-it-s-eemed that this land must be very1'e-rtne. Wild fru1~ was
-plentiful here--plums, grapes, wild crabapples, both red and black raspberries,
strawberries, and cranberries. It appeared that tame fruit should flourish here.
Deer were plentiful in the area. The Bay abounded in fish. He found that lake
schooners would be able to come in close to the shore; he felt the site would have
the advantage of cheap shipping. There was plenty of government land to be purchased,
at $1.25 an acre. The colony could buy a large holding and have room to expand.
Baur brought back a favorable report. The Harmony congregation did not rush
to act; they acted with deliberate Teutonic thoroughness. The next year the state
of Michigan published a pamphlet in German, inviting Germans to settle here. A map
showed four railroad systems(largely in the planning stage), the rivers, and German
settlements around Ann Arbor and east of Saginaw at Frankenmuth, Frankenlust, and
Frankentrost. It was an effective pamphlet. The group deliberated over a constitution for the new congregation; Baur borrowed or composed most of it. The full name
of the society was "!h! Christian German Agricultural ~ Benevolent Society of Q!!
Labora." Two hundred and eighty-eight people fixed their signatures to the new constitution. The elders audited theiS books to determine the fair share of rnoey and
goods belonging to these colonists.
The colonists considered what they should take to Michigan. The men must take
skinning knives, axes, wedges for wood splitting, and hand spikes for rolling logs.
'Women stored a~ needles and thread, garden s eeds, a6root of rhubarb or horse
radish, and a bit of dried catnip for the baby's celic~• They would n~ed to purchase
machinery for a saw mill and grist mill in Pittsburg; they must have a tannery and
be prepared to make shoes. When they were ready tg leave, a service of worship was
held in their behalf. They were "to go with God."
The colonists probably went down the Ohio River to Marietta, then north on the
Muskingum River to Steubenville, and by canal to Cleveland. They chartered a sailing
ship, which was cheaper than a steamer, and stowed thir goods aboard, including a few
animals. ~~en they reached the Detroit River, they looked with interest at the log
houses of the early settlers, interspersed with frame houses which had sprung up. At
the bustling port of Detroit, there were many kinds of ships. The city streets were
crowded with two-wheeled carts, high-wheeled farm wagons, and the Conestoga wagons
of immigrants heading west. Baur and s ome 9f the elders went to the land office,
and made their final payment on their land.
From Detroit they sailed up across Lake St. Clair, and ascended the St. Clair
River. The colonists were astounded by the sight of giant pine trees towering 70
feet into the air, before the lowest branch appea red. They had not seen the like in
Pennsylvania. .,The wind in the h i gh branches made a continual whispering sound ••
The huge s tumps that remained when g i ant trees had been cut for masts were unbel i evable ...?
(Continued next paee)
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What was the year of this migration? I cannot say with certainty. Our sources
do not agree. A collection of historical essays on Huron County entitled "Thumbs Up¥
written by ~ Central Michigan College Class at Bad Axe in 1934, states that the colonists came in December 1862. Agnes Boesch in her seemingly coherent history, states
that the year was 1857. The Sebewaing Methodist Church history states that the year
was 1848; this is clearly too early. The WPA Writer's Guide on Michigan, makes the
year 1847. The Pigeon United Methodist Church History also makes the year 1857. This
fits in with an assertion that the colony endured 10 years.
Tradition states that the colonists came off-shore on Wildfowl Bay, near the present site of Bay Port, during a storm. The animals were brought up from the hold,
the cows and oxen, and pushed overboard to swim to shore. In the lee of an island,
the ship weathered out the night. Morning brought a calmer sea. The schooner stood
in close toward shore. Boats were lowered and sailors rowed the passengers to shore.
When the water became too shallow for the boats, the colonists went overboard and
waded up to the beach. Each picked up a stone. First the pastor, then each colonist,
laid a stone upon a pile, forming an altar on the shore. The stones were tokens to
symbolize a pledge not to leave the colony; the altar was meant as a praise-offering
to God. The Constitution had ordered that this be done. "'Prayers were said, as the
vompany knelt together on the shore. The pastor pledged their devotion to God and
invoked His blessing upon their undertaking." It was a simple and moving ceremony.
Then the people shouldered bundles and boxes and follow~d the pastor in single file
through the forest toward the site of their settlement.
Their site was a half mile inland from Wild Fowl Bay, in section 29 of Caseville
Township as it is now known, a mile or two northeast of Bay Port. The people were to
form a socialist community; they would live in a village. Rev. Baur and a few leaders determined where the main street would be. The land on either side was divided
into lots. The men fell to the task of felling trees and sawing logs into the desired lengths. They built their first log houses.
The oxen had ~afely to shore. They were yoked to haul the heavy logs. At
night they ate the prairie hay which grew abundantly along the shore, and in the marshes. 'On Sundays the oxen were loosed with the cows to ramble where they pleased.
They could not damage the neighbors' crops because there were neither neighbors nor
crops.' As soon as a minimum of shelter had been procured, the men moved to erect
their sawmill. Then the task of building became easier. Tables and benches appeared
in the homes. The children gathered stones from the shore for the chimneys; the
chimneys were plastered with mud. The men r~ofed the houses with wide, handhewn
shingles called shakes, split from oak logs.
The women had their many tasks. They had brought vegetable seeds and flower
seeds. Potatoes were planted in open ground. Corn was planted where it could grow.
The men plowed an open glade to provide some ground for wheat for the coming year.
With their scythes, they cut the hay in the marshes. With wooden rakes, the women put
it into piles for drying. Later as the hay was cured, it was hauled to the village
and stacked for winter fodder.
(To be eoneluded in May)
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