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We are very sorry to report tha~ the
Area Historical Society Convocation in
April, in Lansing, is cancelled. 7ne
officers have been unable to meet due to
ill-health and busyness of schedulesJ
now our president has resigned. We expect to get reorganized and accept the
invitation to meet at the Duplain Church
(site of the Rochester Colo~), northeast of st. Johns, in ~pril 1986 9 as a
part of their sesqui-centennial.
We rejoice to report that this winter we have received a large n~~ber of
renewals and gifts to the Friends of the
Archives, and a few new memberships. OUr
paid-up membership is now a little over
100, for the first time.
We are planning our pre-conference meeting of the Oommiseion and the Friends, on
June 4, with a program that will be different. Details in the May Messenger.
Did yo~ notice that the Advocate on
Jan. 28, pioked up and reprinted the last
two pages of our January Messenger, 'tiTi th
appropriate pictures. How attractive the
two reports of "Thin~ in the Michigan
Territory in 1835" became!
We have always dreamed of a day when the
Friends might be strong enough to print the
Messenger thus, or the Conference might be
interested to do it. In the Central Illinois Conference some years ago when an
Historical Society was organized with memberships at 12 a year, 2,000 people became
members. And the last we knew, their Conference office was printing a four-page
paper with pictures, monthly.
Albion 8ollege, chartered in 1835 b,y the
territorial legislature, this ye?,r is celebrating its sesqui-centennial. A fine new
history of the College by Dr. Keith Fennimore, is shortly to be published.

March 1985
FROM

'l'HE

FRONTIER

(In the 1870's the lumbering boom began in the
north. By 1879 two railroads were planned to
penetrate to the ltraita, and a railroad was
planned to span the eastern Upper Peninsula.
The 1!79 Detroit Annual Conference declaredt
"Jfo one •• oa.n fail to see the importance of
our iwmediately marching up to the occupancy
of that land." 'l'he Alpena District was established with several charges.
Meanwhile John We Hollowell, a located
Methodist minister, settled in Oscoda County
and on his own worked up a circuit with Methodist preaching. A report in the Sept. 10 ,
1881 Michigan @hristian Advocate, tells of
Hollowell's work.
"From the Frontier.--Thinking it might be interesting to some of the readers o~ the AdvoOAtl to hear a word from Northern Michigan
and the labors of our beloved pastor, J. w.
Hollowell, I will simply state that this circuit is kno~m as the Hollowell circuit, and
ia situated in the northwest corner of Ogemaw,
the southwest of Oscoda, the northeast of
Roscommon and the southeast of Crawford.
The first settlement was made in this town
in the winter of 1878-9, and consequently it
is new. We have sustained four public schools
during the present summer, and two labbathsohools. The attendance at our !abbath-schools
has been good, and a good interest has been
manifested, and still they are going on.
Our pastor, R@v. J. w. Hollowell, like
all the settlers, took up a homestead, and
is laboring very hard to make him a home,
laboring for himself or for some of his neighbore, breaking the new ground which never before has seen a plow, or at whatever_·hie
hands find to do, during the week, and when
the labbath comes hie team is so worn down
that they must have rest--but not eo with
himself.
~e starts out on foot to carry the news
of great joy to the people, and thus he has
been laboring for a little over two years-the time he has been here--travelling usually to and from his appointment on Sunday,
and making a walk of from eight to twenty
miles on that day besides preaching once or
twice. ije is a man well in years, and was
a superannuated member of the Michigan Conference. He informed me that in the past
two years he had traveled on foot over 2,000
miles in his ministerial calling. He also
- - - - - - - (Oont. on P• 4

-zSPECIAL CATEGORY MEM:BERSRIPS
IN THE FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES

PROGRRSS IN' !'BE AROHlVES

Recently we learned of an unusual number
of rare books in the Methodist history field,
('Payment of $100)
and took a chance on ordering several. We
thought· we 'Were too late to get muoh of this
Floyd t. Haight
order.
To our surprise we received 7 of
Rev. Ralph D. Harper
these
books
on ?eb. 7•
Mary Esther Reed(Mrs. Marshall)
•ost
valuable
is a John Wesley Hymnal
Faye Stephenson{Mrs. Frank)
published in lristol in 176Jf This was considerably older than any that we had in the
SUPPORTING MEMBERS
Archives. And it cost us 170!
($25--5 year membership and a gift)
Again we got an official 1836 Methodist
Mrs • Robert H'". Briggs
Sunday iohool HYmnbooko We had nothing preRev. Ronald A. Brunger
viously, earlier than the 1850's. We were
James A. Dodd
delighted; this cost 128.
Jane P. Doerr
Also we received three early Methodist
Don Everett
disoiplines~he 1784 Discipline reprinted in
Rev. & Mrs. Roy c. Johns
178ff and 1790, the Second Edition printed
Rev. Howard Montgomery
in 178~1 We obtained further A Rock in a
Rev. P1oyd w. Porter
Wea.q Land, on the African MethodiS't liPisM. H. Richards
copal Church during the Civil War and ReconRev. Robert C. Strobridge
struction. Further we got a large bound
Vivian Struble(She has moved from 2086
book of Zion's Herald for 1869- 70, which was
Pound Dr., Flint. Does a.ny reader
published in Boston. Someone asked what we
know her address1)
wanted pf this? Your editor looked down on
Martin Bellinger(He has moved from 1872
the page that opened and here was an item on
Longfellow, Royal Oak. Can anybody
a new church built in St. Clair, Michigan.
help us with his address?)
Undoubtedly we can pick up considerable information on Michigan Methodism, as well as _ SUSTAINING MEil:mmB
New
lngland and national Methodism, from this
($10--2 year membership and a gift)
volume. w~ have no other Advocate for this
Mildred Augustus
period. As you can see we are enthused over
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Barke!
this order:
Rev. Reginald Becker
The bill was 1201.95, a record book bill
Rev. 'lersile Bentley
for us, and one t o overwhelm the Commission
Charlott e Felsted
budget at this early point in the new church
Dr. Keith c-.e;, Mrs • Fennimo-re
year . The Friends of the Archives have paid
Rev. Albert Rart oog
$98 for the two rare books first mentioned,
Vera Rartoog
thus cutting the bill in half~
Ralph Hileman
Also on Peb. 7, we received the gift of
Audrey Jones
a book from William Barkel, of the Roughton
Rev. Kearney Xirk~ ·
County Historical Museum. The book by Arthur
Rev. & Mr s. ltephen Meeks
Thurner is Rebels on the Range, about the
Louise Morehouse
Rev. Jewell Smoot
Michigan Copper Minere--ltrike of 1913-1914.
Ailene Nebel
Jeanne F. Thomas
A very significant book in labor history, and
lev. Ralph Pratt
V~rk Thomas
for the history of the Copper Country.
Stuart Price
Pearl Tuckett
In the field of lthnic Methodist History,
Harriett Sawyer
Mrs. Robert Ward
we have recently purchased-Rev. Arthur Smith
lfob Wi tkovslcy'
Kenneth ltowes BLACK METHODISM, An 2:ntroduo-~ Guide ~o the Literature;
Our Regular Membe~ship is $3 a year.
~tle
E. Felkner: In the Wigwams of .!h.!
We have 70 paid-up lay members, 29 minis~andots,
the Sto~ ~Jonathan Pointer;
terial members, and 4 ins titutional memWilliam
B.
McClaint
Black People ~!h!
bers. Our pa~!' t~ PJ'iatt:td in the ConferMethodist
Church.
ence Office and sent out to all our ministers and widows. The ministerial members
In December we purchased a book by
get the Messenger anyway, yet they want
three scholars , The Methodist Excitement
to do their part and support the historiin Tey~s, perhaps the best Methodist state
cal cause of the Conferenoe. we appreciate
or regional history that we have seen.
the gifts and warm expressions of support
received recently .
LIFE MEMBERS
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You may well be interested in a partial listing of the researchers in our Arohives
during the past year or so.
Oct. 1983--Eugene Keyes from Kentwood was in to obtein data on ftev. Thomas Seelye
and his son Rev. M. T. Seelye. He gave us pictures of these 19th century
preachers, a fine addition to our limited picture collection.
Sept. 1983--Clarioe Rose and Gla~s Tulla of Rose City were here working on the
Rose City church history.
Nov. 1983--Kike Weddle came to do research on Judson Oollins, first Methodist mission-ary to China. He was very complimentary of our material and help.
Jan. 1984--Jane Schairer and Mrs. E. Klump came looking for materials on B.U.B.
Women's 6rganizations.
Mar. 1984--Mark Kellar of Caro, did extensive research on the L•Anse Indians and was
grateful for the help of our Archives; later he spent a day working on
Caro Church history, especially the early Methodist Protestant Ohurch there.
Mar. 1984--~~Momany, oollege archivist, wondered what we have on Asa Mahan, first
Adrian College President. He was writing a paper on-Mahan. Re was fas- -cinated to find that we have all the Methodist Quarterly Reviews, and a
few books by Mahan, also books that were owned by him!
Apr. 1984--A student from the college John Wesley Class was in; she used Wesley's
Notes on the New Testament.
Apr. 1984--Ruth Staud~er-of Premont Avenue Church, Bay City, worked on the early
history of that Church . She returned to work during oonferenoe week.
May 1984--Rev. Cardwell Prout came to do researoh on Seth Reed.
June 1984--Jeanne Ransom in, doing research on Luther Lee. Earlier on the Salem Church.
Conference Week, 1984--Jeanne Thomas of Utica worked on the early history of Utica, etc.J
William Sanders on the Inkster Church history ; others also •••
Oct. 1984--Calvin Enders, history teacher at Central, did research on several Michigan
Conference ministers who were prominent in the 1920's.
Oct. 1984--Donna and Richard Hodge were here, working on Canadian Methodism, ·Barbara
Heck, and related topics.
Oct. 1984--William Sanders in to take pictures of former ministers of Inkster.
Nov. 1984--Michael McCormick, law student from the University of Michigan was working
on a paper,"How the Methodist Church Functioned as a Moral Court on the
Michigan Frontier." He did research here for two days on this subject.
Jan. 1985--A researcher from Adrian worked on Richard Allen and the African Methodist
Episcopal Church.
These notices are suggestive of how the Archives has been used. In
addition,the Archivist answers the many queries that come in b,y mail, or by phone.
In our Conference Archives one may research the lives and work of Wesley, Asbury,
and other early Methodist leaders, Methodist history generally in lngland or America, or
Michigan Methodist or local church history in particular. The researcher may read about
the circuit riders, or study lives of bishops. The main part of our archives roots back
in the Methodist Episcopal Church, but we have a large section on E.U.F. history including
German language papers, and we have much Methodist Protestant material, including rare
papers published back in the beginning of the M.P. Church. We have the Conference Minutes
for the Area; General Oonference Minutes of the M.E., M.P., United Brethren, and Evangelical Churches, albeit not all. We have a large collection of' hymnals and disciplines; the
history of individual Churches in our Conference.
We have resources here for research in ohurch music, women's history and work i n
the Church, Indian missions, home and foreign missions, black history, preaching, temperance, evangelism, church social life, our church institutions, etc. Our Adrian Oollege
library offers great reseurces close at hand. Our archivist, Ronald A. Brunger(517-4567992)(73 Water Wheel ~states, Clinton, MI 49236) is normally in the library on Tuesdays,
and other days by appointment. Or members of the college library s taff will help you.
The Archives exists to be used, and to serve. One note of caution: please note that files,
books, and materials cannot be removed from the Archives; generally they cannot be replaced.
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"FROM THE FRONTIERH -- The Hollowell Circuit in 1881

(Oont. from p. 1)

informed me that he never had received ~ore than 115, about half being in money. We
have had our Presiding Elder, A. J. Richards, with us once(on the 26th of June last,
I think) and we long to see his faoe again. we have a class of 18 persons, Bro. Irving
Quackenbush, leader--also superintendent of both Sabbath-schools. We are all poor, and
nearly all are obliged to go into the lumber woods during the winter to get means to
live in the summer, and among the rest Bro. Hollowell... I think the people of this
vicinity would freely give if they had the means, but many can hardly procure the necessaries of life for their own families. The settlers are mostly from the Southern 'art
of the State, being made up mostly from the counties of Wayne, Washtenaw, Oakland, and
Lapeer. t. B."
-Michigan Christian Advocate, Sept. 10, 1881.
(For more information on this fascinating missionary, John Hollowell, see the Bditor's
article in the Michigan Christian Advocate ;.~Prom Sailor to Preacher", 9/27 & 10/4/197:J.)
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"OUR NORTHERN WORK, Its Of>ndition and Needs"

*

by H~ G. Persons
"W8, Methodists of Northern Michigan are looking forward to the coming year with
no little anxiety. What the Conference has done for us this year is apparent to all-painfully so to some of us. What of the future? is the question •• and if there is a
Methodist minister in the Conference who does not feel a lively interest in the solution
of this question, either he has departed e. long distance from the spirit of the fathers,
or has never drunk enough of their spirit to be worthy of the name "Kethodist."
In order that the present needs of this work may be understood, we will endeavor
to give an idea of its present condition ••• ~Ignace, toward which the eyes of many
business men are at present turned, was left entirely without a preacher at the late
Conference, and so remained until Bro. Lambly offered himself for the field about the
first of June. The Society, however, worked bravely, kept up the organization, and held
the fort until their leader appeared. Brother Lambly has done efficient work. His
membership, having considerably increased since June, is at present a~ ninety. This
is an important point.
Cheboygan Methodism is, in the words of Elder Richards, "on its feet." The untiring efforts and administration of Bro. Campbell have been greatly blessed in an
increase of membership and valuable repairs on the church.
Passing south as far as Burt's and Mullett Lakes, we come to Bro. Wewstead's circuit with six appointments and about forty members. Thirty-five miles south again bring
us to Gaylord and Otsego Lake. The Sooiety at Ga;rlord numbers twenty. There are two
other societies here, the Congregationalists and Baptists. The former have a small
church edifice. Otsego Lake has been in the hands of the Congregationalists until the
present year. They have given place to the Methodists, and we now have a society of
thirteen members. ~ere are three labbath-schools on the charge.
Grayling, the county seat of Crawford county, is the next point in order. Bro.
Edgecomb, the pastor, has labored hard all the year, and besides building up the society,
which numbers twenty-three, he has a Sabbath-school of which any church might be proud.
The regular attendance •• sixty-five ••
(Here a paragraph unfortunately has been cut out of the cop,r)
•• Pinconning •• several small societies, which complete the list. I have attemptod
only a brief sketoh of the work.. it is probably enough to enable every minister, with
his acquired knowledge of the peculiarities of new countries and the difficulties of
frontier work, to understand our situation.
Ottr Needs.
There are some things which are absolute necessities in order to carry on the work
in such a manner as to honor God and do credit to Wethodism. These pointe mentioned
(except for Cheboygan) are not self-supporting. The Conference declared that fifteen
hundred dollars was needed for this work, and promised to give that amount ~ but lees
than half of it is raised. We know not who is to blame, but it ooours to us that if our
people had this matter presented to them so as to convince them of the needy condition
of the work, more than seven hundred dollars might be raised. A very feeble effor t i n(Cont i nued next page)

-5OUR NOR'.l'HERN' T{ORK (Continued)
-duced three churches in the wyoming Conference to give us seventy dollaTs for this
work, notwithstanding their great distance from us, and that they know comparatively
little of the situation. Surely our preachers and people here at home must be troubled
with either a lack of interest, or a convi~ of having been outdone by the brethren
abroad. If they are troubled with the latter feeling, we think it should move them to
take up a rousing collection at once.
You have entrusted this northern work to Elder Richards, thinking him able to conduct it wisely, for a man with less faith, Christian zeal and untiring effort would have
long since been disheartened; for even the presiding elder cannot conduct a work with
the desired effect without the means.
BUt what of the ensuing Conference year, so close at hand, the demands of which
are to be met? Hints from reliable sources make us believe that the Northern fund will
not exist after the expiration of this Conference year; and it is perhaps uncertain
what aid will be derived from other sources.
There is, however another eonsideration besides that of missionary money, which
we believe has no little to do with the future success of Northern work. It is the
class of men who shall be sent to take charge of it. Shall they be all youn~ men, or
shall men of age and experience be sent to some points where the necessities of the case
demand it? No one will question the importance of this work. If Methodism does not occupy Northern Michigan, some other ism will, and right speedily, too. The past year has
witnessed some strong competition in more places than one. Catholicism, too, has already
moved some of her forces in this direction, and is asserting her authority. A fifteen
hundred dollar Catholic church has just been erected at Gaylord •• "
(Editor's note: The closing paragraph has been deleted from our one copy of this issue,
as found in the Albion Archives~ Obviously ecumenism was not in vogue in 1881; it was
an age of strong denominational rivalries. But the aarnestness of the writer moves
our hearts; he felt the great need of the early settlers in the North.)
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IIICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE REPORTS ON THE CHURCHES IN 1879!
"Thank the good Lord. MY careful, conservative church in ~aginaw City is moving.
Since Conference they have put a new roof on the church edifice, have repaired the ceiling and frescoing, have put new gas burners upon the lamps, have cleaned the building
thoroughly, have laid a new oarpet over the entire floor, have rebuilt the pews making
them more comfortable, and have raised a subeDriptwn of twenty-two or three hundred
dollars for a new parsonage! Keep still, let them move.
S. REED."
"OUr Church at Tecumseh has been much refreshed and strengthened by a series of
meetings held by its pastor, Rev. A. J. Bi«elow. The spiritual life of many has been
quickened, the whole church revived. As the members have come nearer Christ they have
met in closer Ohristian :fellowship and unity. Quite a number have joined on probation."
"Our five weeks' meeting at Eaton, Potterville Circuit, has just closed. About
seventy profess conversion, sixty-one have been added to the class--eight by letter and
fifty-three by probation. The spirit reached every class. Sixteen were under twenty
years of age, while ten were over fifty."
"The M.E. Ohurch at Kalamazoo, where we had the pleasure of spending last Sabbath,
is prosperous. Few churches in the itate are in a better posture. Out of debt, with a
large membership of about five hundred, in a most thriving community :fortified in its
intelligence and morals by two institutions o:f learning, they can fill their large
church by plain, earnest preaching. The pastor, Jno. Graham, is heartily sustained by
his officiary, and fills the house. Thirty have been added since Conference by probation and 17 by letter. The Sunday-sohool seems flourishing, numbering the day we were
taere, about three hundred in all. Good blackboard illustrations were given, and earneat teaching was apparent. But every Iunday-schoo! should be equal tn numbers to the
church in which it belongs. Kalamazoo has a fair representation of ~ethodist periodicals. The Northwestern circulates seventeen, the New York Advocate twenty-two, and
the Michigan Advocate fifty-eight."
"Napoleon charge is still alive •• Congregations large on ~abbath. Sunday school
large •• The pastor and his family have been remembered on the Ohristmas tree and by donation s at appointments. We have just let the job to build a church a ·t Prospect Hill ."

-6JO:CHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE REPORTS IN EARLY 1879!
"Three new ohurohes have been dedicated within the bounds of the Port Huron Dietriot since Conference, and eleven others are in progress, some of which will be completed
before our next Conference."
"Providence seldom works out better results than were accomplished in that concurrence of events that sent ftev. G. S. Rickey to Albion. The community is attracted to
his ministrations--the students are delighted with his oratory and matter of discourse,
the Church is stirred up to labor, and many souls have been converted. A temperance
address of~ his, delivered last Sabbath, is highly applauded •• n
"The Doroases of Kalamazoo have been employed during the winter in. preparing a box
of clothing for the families of our ministers in the "regions beyond," and have been
sent to Northern Michigan a box valued at from 175 to 1100."
"Oxford, February 17, 1879 •• Rev. Luther Lee, D.D., spent lundS\Y the 9th inst.(ant)
in this part of the State. He preached at Orion, for Bro. Wilkinson, Sunday morning,
and lectured there on temperance on Monday evening. On Iunday evening he delivered his
lecture on the "Bvils of Intemperance," in Oxford, to a crowded bouse. I hardly need
say(exoept it be to those who think that the Doctor only lingers) thAt the sermon and
lectures were able, well delivered, and well received. Though we have had some very
able lectures here within the lastt~ee months, it was thought by many t hat we had not
had a. better lecture among them all ••
••• permit me modestly, as one of the members of the Detroit Conference, to call
the attention of my brethren in the ministry to a resolution of the last Conference,
relating to Dr. Lee •• We hope that so many of our preachers will "find it practicable"
to invite him to their pulpits that he will not have another vacant Sunday between this
and Conference time. I know something of the Doctor's oircumstances, and oan assure you
that he needs what would be freely contributed by the people if he is permitted to speak
to them. ~f the Doctor should come before·your people and throw you a little into the
shade by his superior ability, as you are p.o mparatively young, you will have time to recover from it. As the brethren have been a little dilatory in regard to their resolution the forepart of the year, let the invitations now pour in apon the Doctor thick
and fast. o. Whitmore."
(Editor's note: Luther Lee was 79 years old and regarded as very old in that day. He
took an early stand as a Methodist preacher against slavery, met up with much persecu-tion, and left the X. E. Churoh to help establish the Wesleyan Methodi~t Church, with
an uncompromising stand against slavery. After the Oivil War, he oame baok and joined
the Detroit Conference . He had lived very generously; now in his old age he was impoverished. There was no ministerial pension. Retired ministers received small and
uncertain amounts from the profits of the Book Concern. When Mrs. Lee died in 1885,
friends donated m0ney for the funeral expense and purchase of a burial place. The
Glenwood Cemetery Association in Flint offered a large lot for half-price. This was
deeded to the Conference. There are lots there still available for the clergy. See
the Messenger, Nov. 1980. Orrin Whitmore was the first editor of our Advocate.)
"Rev. Wm. Fox of Port Huron, held the third quarterly meeting in the Rochester
Jt.E. Church, Saturday and Sunday, .Tune 7th and 8th, preaching to the great delight of
all his o~d friends in this place. It was a quarterly meeting of great religious power.
The churc~ in this place is in a very healthy religious state. It is prospering as
never before, notwithstanding all our opposition and persecutions. There have been
six accessions to the church during the last quarter by letter.
Last Thursday evening about three hundred of the friends of Rev. John Armstrong
gathered in the church as a surprise party and to express their confidence in him as a
faithful pastor •• %twas one of the most pleasant oooasions we ever enjoyed. Hearty,
earnest speeches were made by the citizens, and response by the pastor. They presented
the Rev. Armstrong and family with one of the finest silver water sets we ever saw,
beautifully inscribed. Strawberries and ioe cream were then served, and about 1~ o'clock
the happy crowd departed. The Rochester Brass Band furnished the music upon the oooasion."

-7'AN. 18 34 REPORT ON THI '"RARLY MISSION WITH THE L'ANSE ThTDIANS
(In 1832 ~ohn Sunday, the Chippewa Methodist Indian missionary from Canada, came from
the Soo to Kewawenon, an Indian settlement north of present day L'Anse, and spent the
fall and winter. He began educational work with two small girls. Soon he had 15 scholars, and taught them the Lord's Prayer, the Apostles' Creed, and the Decalogue in Chippewa. Curiosity conquered prejudice, Christian love overcame hostility,and finally
adults came to hear Sunday. Soon a medicine man accepted Christianity, and the mission
began to progress. This was the beginning of the Zeba Indian Church of today. Here
follo1~ a re port from John Clar k 1 mission~ry at the Soo, written on July 7, 1834,
which appeared in the Christian Advocate on August 8.)
"'l«>RK OF GOD AT KE-WA~-WE-NON.
To the Corresponding Secretary of the Missionary looiety of the Methodis t C.Church
I had the pleasure, some months since, of presenting to the board of managers a few
facts connected with the commencement of the work of Ood among the poor benighted Chippewways at the above place. This work commence~, it will be recollected, under the
labors of John Sunday, from Grape Island, u. c.
He was succeeded by the labors of
Thomas M'Gee and Thomas Frasier, the latter of whom spent the pa~t winter there laboring to sin souls to Christ, nor did he labor in vain.--When they left Ke-wa-we-non in
September last they left a class of 14 persons, who met together for prayer and praise,
endeavouring to give their hearts to God and to serve him in sincerity of mind. But on
the return of Frazier in October, he readily discovered that in his absence the devouring wolf had been prowling around the little fold; but in the name of Him who promised,
"Lo, I am with you," he again set up his banner. He exhorted in public, and from camp
to camp; he prayed muoh and wept in secret before Ood; and after a few }~eks of hard
toil, he once more saw the work revive.-The first case that came under his notice he relates as followss--"One morning I
visited the camp of a very old squaw, who by reason of age and infirmity, could not
walk. On reaching the place I felt an uncommon sensation through soul and body, and
as soon as I began to speak to her, she felt the same. This woman had been a great
medicine juggler among the Indians, and as all such have great influence, she had not
failed to use it to oppose the way of the Lord. BUt when I spoke to her about her soul,
she felt, as she afterward said,'as if some one had taken hold of her heart and turned
it right about.• She brought forth her mush-ke-moot(i.e. medicine sack) and cast it
away the self-same hour, and said she would try to give her heart to the Good Spirit.
She did eo in good earnest, and is now a devoted worshipper of the Christian's God.
She often says in class,'Could I walk about, I would go and tell to all my friends
what I have found, and would exhort them to go and hear the good word.' .••
Until the 1st of January, brother F. did what he could to teach tae children ~o
read, and memorize the decalogue, the apostles' creed, and the Lord's prayer; and most
of the adults professing religion have also committed these to memory. From Jan. until
the opening of spring, he spent his time mostly in holding meetings from camp to camp,
some of which were ten miles apart in a roadless forest, with deep snow, but mountin~
hie snow shoes, he passed cheerfully along, doing his Master's will. During one of
these excursions, he says, his only food for one week was maple sugar and .the flesh of
porcupines, which he took with his gun, and indeed so zealous was one of the subjects
of this work in doing good to others, that he travelled from camp to ca mp for four days
without a morsel of food, telling the Indians 'what a dear Saviour he had found.' He
with two others •• promise much usefulness in the future in advancing the glorious work
in the Chippeway nation.
When Sunday arrived at K., in lovember, 1832, he was told i~ open council, by the
head chief, that they di d not want him to labor among them, nor would they listen to
his talkf but now so mightily has the word of Ood prevailed that all open opposition
from the Indians has ceased; and although several do notae yet attend public meetings,
still all are willing to have meetings in their camps, and a spirit of grea.t inquiry
is spreadin~ among them.-- May this leaven leaven the whole lum~.
~Continued ne xt page)

-8'-

An 1834 Report of the Beginning
of the Kewa\'1enon Mission ( Cont ~)
Between 25 and 30 adults give good evidence of a saving change in heart and life,
15 of whom received baptism at this place yesterday. Afterward, to about 40, I broke
bread in the name of · the Lord Jesus; and indeed it was a time of much interest. The
above 15, with several others, followed brother F. from X. to this place, unwilling to
part with the man that God has honored as an instrument in2 their salvation. Brother F.
will, in a few d~s, return to his family, at Grape Island, u.c., but I devoutedly hope
Providence will open his ~ to this country again another year. He is truly a devoted
and successful laborer in reclaiming these men.
A school is muoh desired, and which I hope to have opened the~e the present season,
under the care of a white male teacher. B.1 the permission of Providence, I hope ~o
visit Ke-wa-we-non some time next month.
One excellent brother writes me from the east,"! fear you will cover more ground
than you can cultivate well." Well, what shall be done? §hall I hang up the Gospel
sickle, while the distant fields are white to the harvest? MY heart, my soul, every
Christian sympathy of my nature says, no! But I will thrust it in on every hand, as
the Lord gives me strength, trusting tha.t the Church will send forth some of her numerous sons to assist in binding the sheaves, and gathering them to the garner of God.
With these feelings, I remain yours truly in the Gospel of Jesus Ohrist.
Saut St. Marie, July 7.
Sohn Clark."
1 u.c. stands for Upper Canada, the province known as Ontario today.
2 Grape Island was a Canadian Methodist Indian mission established b,1 William Oase
(1780-1855), who preached on the ~etroit Circuit in 1809-1810 and became the Father
of Michigan Methodism. After years of service as the Presiding Elder of the Upper
Canada District,he gave his life to the Canadian Indians and was eminently successful. He raised up converts like John Iunday and Thomas Frazier, who won the admiration and hearing of their fellow Indians and were remarkably effective.
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(Methodist work with the Indians on the Huron River near presentday Flat Rock, began
with James B. Finley's trip north in December 1823. This was the first Methodist
Indian Mission in Wichigan. B.1 1823 the Methodists had a Huron Mission Circuit along
along the river below Ypsilanti and out from 5 to 15 miles on either side. The Indian
Church and school was its mcst prominent point. We have already given a history of
this Mission in the Messenger(See Jan. & March 1984, and a report in Jan. 1983). In
1834-35 Elnathan c. Gavit was the circuit rider. Huron and J(o~oe Circuits were on
the Maumee District, with LeonardB. Gurley the Presiding Elder.)
"The period has arrived when it becomes my duty to give you some information respecting this mission. I arrived at this place the last of September and met with a very
kind reception by all, and am particularly indebted to them for their kindness to me.
I found on this mission 116 Church members, 8~ whites and 28 natives; have received on trial 4 whites and 2 natives; have admitted 10 whites into full membership,
and three have joined by letter--1 has withdrawn, 1 discontinued, 1 expelled, 7 have
been dismissed by letter; and 3 children have been baptized.
Our quarterly meeting closed the last of November. We had a very interesting
and profitable time. Brother Gurley, our presiding elder, was with us, though in poor
health. The. mission school, taught by brother Kulbert, is doing well. Our religious
prospects are good in general. Tours, &c.
Elnathan Gavit.
Maumee dis., Ohio con., Dec. 8."
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"The kickers on a farm are not as hard to get along with as the kickers in town.
On the farm there is the kicking cow and our long eared friend, the mule, while in town
there is the old mossback who is never satisfied with anything. The cow can be sold
for beef and the mule can be traded for a shot gun, but nothing short of a funeral
can get rid of the kicker in town."
-Prom Bygone .J&!, publis hed by the C~pfire Girls
of Bri tton.

