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HERE AND THERE
We are happy to announce that the
outstanding paper presented by James
Dodd, Adr.ian College Library Director,
at our June 1986 Archives & History
meeting, will be published in Methodist
History in April 1987. The paper was
entitled "The Letters of Robert c.
Lanning to Henry w. Hicks, 1866-1888."
I t presents a touching and humorous
narrative of the life of a village
Methodist preacher in Michigan, a
century ago. The paper was 70 minutes
in length, and held the interest of
every hearer to the end!
Methodist History is a quarterly
magazine published by the General
Commission on Archives and History, P.O.
Box 127, Madison, NJ 07940. The cost is
$12 a year. This magazine ought to have
more subscribers.
One of our Friends announced that he
was moving from Bridgeport to Florida,
"but still enjoys the Historical
Messenger." He asks us to change his
address and signs himself as "an
enthusiastic Methodist." We like that.
One of our women ministerial members
recently sent $10 for a Contributing
Membership. She writes, "I read your
newsletter thoroughly and appreciate all
that hard work." We say thanks.
Assisting us at the end of the year,
The Friends of the Archives purchased
two books in early American Methodist
history-- Elizabeth Conner: Methodist
Trail Blazer, Philip Gatch, 1751-1834;
and Thomas Ware, A Spectator at the
Christmas Conference, William Phinney,
Kenneth Rowe, and R. S. Steelman,
editors. Two fine books.

STATE METHODIST HISTORICAL MEETING
AT DUPLAIN, APRIL 24
An outstanding event will be the
Area Methodist Historical Society
Meeting on Friday, April 24, in the
Duplain United Methodist Church, northeast of St. Johns.
Duplain is an historic site. In
1836 a group of people from Rochester,
New York, moved to Michigan, founding
the Rochester Colony here. When the
state capitol was moved to Lansing in
1847, Lansing was simply a point on the
Duplain Circuit. We were invited to
Duplain two years ago as our church
there is celebrating its sesquicentennial in 1987.
Our first paper will be "The History
of the Duplain Church" by Jeanne
Temple. Kenneth Ward will present "The
History of the White Pigeon Church."
White Pigeon is on Route 12 near the
Indiana line, the oldest church in the
West Michigan Conference.
President James Dodd, librarian at
Adrian College, will present his paper,
"Letters of Robert c. Lanning to Henry
W. Hicks, 1866-1888." This paper, touched with humor , reveals the life and
spirit of a fine Methodist village pastor a century ago. Dr. Ford Ceasar will
give a paper on " The Rise of Methodism
in Lansing," revealing the contribution
of our First and Central Churches.
To reach Duplain, proceed on M-21 to
a point 5 miles east of St. Johns (or
about 4 -miles west of o-vid), proceed
north with two westward jogs in the
road, going a bit over 3 miles on what
is first called st. Clair Road. Reservations should be made with Mrs. Jeanne
Temple, 4193 N. Harmon Road, Elsie, MI
48831. Her phone is 313/834-5179.
The Friends of the Archives also purchased two books for us in the field of
women's history--Margaret Bacon: The
Story of Quaker Women in America, and
Rosemary Reuther: Woman Guides. The
Friends last spring gave $200 to enable
us to purchase four rare and expensive
books in the field of Methodist Missions
among the American Indians.

- 2 MICHIGAN METHODISM 150 YEARS AGO!
--Reports from Michigan in the Christian Advocate in early 1837- [Editor's Preface: American society was very different 150 years ago; the
telegraph was a few years in the future, and much further were the telephone, the
radio, and television. There were 26 states; the nations population was
15,000,000. Most people lived on farms, villages and hamlets were many but cities
were few. Electric lights, plumbing, automobiles, and airplanes were in the
future. People traveled with horses or by ox-cart on la nd. In Michigan the first
crude railroads were beginning to be built. On Nov. 2, 1836, the first train from
Toledo arrived in Adrian on the Erie and Kalamazoo Railroad. Salt has been $15 a
barrel; immediately the price dropped to $9. On Feb. 5, 1838, the Michigan Central
Railroad was opened from Detroit to Ypsilanti.
The M. E. Church, and other antecedent bodies of United Methodism today, was
different 150 years ago. Methodism was evangelistic. Mini~ters usually had limited
education. A country or common school education, capped with the conference course
of study, was the norm. John Wesley had insisted that his preachers must study and
cultivate a love of reading. Many of them became well educated, in terms of their
time. The class meetings (twelve people were regarded as the ideal number per
class) cultivated a spiritual life and close fellowship. The outstanding event in
the life of each circuit, or charge, was the quarterly meeting, held four times a
year over a weekend. It was like a little camp meeting, consisting of services and
meetings on Saturday and Sunday, perhaps from Friday evening to Monday. The
Presiding Elder was on hand to lead , and usually one or more neighboring ministers
to help in preaching. The officers, earnest members, and seekers from the several
preaching points and societies, gathered at the place of meeting. The fellowship
and inspiration of the quarterly meeting made it an event in the life of the
Church.]
Mount Clemens, Mich. con., Feb. 9, 1837
Dear Brethren: - - The second quarterly meeting for this charge commenced on last
Saturday, 4th inst., and closed yesterday evening. The opening and progress of the
meeting was not marked with that interest and extensive religious excitement so
desirable; yet it must be said that our labor was not in vain in the Lord . An
unpropitious apathy seemed to pervade the Church; and the effort made to wake up
feeling was not fully successful. ••
While we contemplate the state of things here, we are agitated with mingled
feelings of sorrow, joy, and hope. Surely the perishing state of sinners, connected
with the want of zeal and faith on the part of professing Christians, cannot but
excite grief in every benevolent bosom. Yet God has not entirely deserted the
Church. Even during this quarterly visitation we had proofs of God's willingness to
bless. Evidence of this is furnished in the fact of several individuals, at the
recent meeting, espousing the cause of Christ; and what is specially encouraging ,
these persons occupy a respectable rank in community in point of character, wealth,
and influence; and they will, no doubt, exert by the grace of God a happy tendency
in favor of religion. May God make them pillars in his Church, and waymarks to
heaven!
I am happy to state that special exertions are now making for the erection of a
suitable house of worship, which I have no doubt will be crowned with success.
Brow. Gering, to whose trust the interests of this circuit are committed, is fully
alive to this subject, and is evidently laboring to build up the cause of Christ.
Although he meets with some discouragements, he wearies not in sowing the precious
seed --and is sustained by the prQmise, "They that go forth weeping bearing precious
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seed, shall in due season return bringing their sheaves with them." 0 that the Lord
would cause his face continually to shine upon his servant, and let him see the
f r ui t of his labor!
Mount Clemens is an interesting and flourishing village; it bids fair to become
a place of some importance; and I do believe that even here Method ism, under God's
blessing, will flourish and triumph.
In haste, yours, &c.
w. Herr

Plymouth ct., Michigan, Feb. 1, 1837
Dear Brethren:--Permit me to say to the friends of our Zion, that the Lord is
r eviving his work with us on this circuit. Our late quarterly meeting was attended
with much of the Divine presence. Several were brought not only to bow as penitents
at the throne of mercy, but were also enabled to praise God, being justified by
faith, and having his love shed abroad in their hearts. There is among the members
also an earnest seeking for that holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.
Not only with us, but in different parts of the country the work of the Lord is
reviving , in some places with great power; and surely there is need of it, for here
infidelity and spiritual wickedness reign in high, and of course in low places. 0
may the good work go on till happy hundreds ••• shall rejoice in hope of life eternal!
Although the country is comparatively new, yet we are doing something for the
cause of missions . We expect to raise at least two hundred dollars on this circuit
f or this great and good object, a part of which has already been forwarded. We find
the people not only willing, but desirous to give. Surely nothing i s wanting but to
lay the case before our people as it is, and soon there would be a sufficiency of
means to carry on this good work. I am more than ever convinced that what is done,
especially in thi s branch of our work, should be done quickly.
William Sprague [Advocate, March 3, 1837]
Flint River, Saganaw Mission
Dear Brother:--In obedience to duty, I herewith forward you a short account of
the state of the work committed to my charge. Saganaw mission covers a considerable
extent of country, being partly in Genesee and Saganaw counties, Michigan. We have
on this mission seven regular appointments, and one organized class, with the
p rospect of three more. At present we have only fourteen actual members, but have
reason to expect soon to receive twenty-five or thirty more.
The general prospects of the mission are good. This country is rapidly settling
with an intelligent and enterprising people. Perhaps no part of Michigan presents
gre at er inducements to the emigrant who wishes to connect temporal advantages with
useful ness in the service of God. In this part of the work we need, especially
l ocal preachers. Here is a wide field opened, and I trust God will direct some of
our local brethren this way, who may assist to cultivate this part of Immanuel's
land .
Yours in Christ,
Oscar F. North.
Michigan conf., Nov. 10, 1836
[Christian Advocate Mar. 3, 1837]
Livingston Mission, Mich. Con.
Our quarterly meeting was held Dec. 31, and Jan. 1st. Though somewhat
disappointed as to ministerial help, yet we were favored with the Shepherd and
Bishop of souls; and many found it good to go with the multitude to keep holy-day,
while they enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise.
The classes in general are in a prosperous state; and we have some omens of
good. Some have been converted, and some backsl iders have been reclaimed.
-Continued on Page 4

- 4 In the neighborhood of one of my appointments the Baptist brethren have now in
progress a good revival; a number have been converted .
Most of the appointments are well attended; and the Macedonian cry is still
heard from several places, "Come over and help us!"
I will name one instance. Jan 27th, I rode several miles to a new neighbo r hood,
through u very severe storm. I found a large congregation. After meeting, s everal
brethren took me by the hand; and upon inquiry I found that about eight or ten
persons had rode twelve miles distance to meet me, and to invite me to preach in
their neighborhood.
Yours, &c,
Livingston, Feb. 2, 1837
w. Jackson. [Advocate, Mar. 17, 1837]

Monroe, Ann Arbor dt., Mich con., Feb 16
Dear Brethren,- -! have some tidings which will make you and our Zion reJOlce.
The Lord hath visited his people, and powerfully revived his work among us. Our
v illage has lately been a scene of as great a revival of religion as have ever been
known in this place, or perhaps any other in the bounds of the state. Ever since
last October we have seen a manifest coming up to the help of the Lord on the part
of the membership of our Church, and several sinners were converted to God, and a
few backsliders were reclaimed.
But the great work of which I wish more particularly to speak, commenced with
our second quarterly meeting, on the 14th of January last. Such was the power and
work of Almighty God during this meeting, and especially on Sabbath evening, that it
was thought advis able to protract it; as the weather and all things were very
favorable --and so we continued it, day and night, for the space of two week s,
without intermiss ion. We held meetings three times a day, morning, afternoon, and
night. In the afternoon we held what we called a mourners' meeting --designed
exclusively for penitents. These meetings were, in general, numerously attended.
The number of souls converted, and the amount of good done, will remain for vast
eternity to disclose. It is, however, supposed that more than one hundred souls
found the forgiveness of their sins. About seventy have already joined our Church
on trial, and it is thought others will soon. Among those converted are a number of
f'l derly persons, but the majority are young persons, from fourteen to twenty - five or
thirty years of age. A number of young females of respectability have come out
publ icly on the side of virtue and religion, and promise to exert a salutary
i nfluence upon all their friends and associates--Also a large number of young men of
t alents and influence-- some of whom before could boast of their infid e lity, and, as
they said, curse the Holy Bible, and say many bitter things against the ministers of
the Gospel, have now publicly renounced their former principles, and profess to
believe and rejoice in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ and invite others to
taste and see that the Lord is good. May the Lord preserve the lambs of the flock
from the devouring wolf, and lead them by the still waters of salvation!
Many thanks are due to our Presbyterian brethren for their Christian kindness in
granting us the accommodation of their church, as our congregations were very large,
and could not be so well accommodated elsewhere in this village. Brother H.
Coldace, our presiding elder, was with us in good health and spirits, and labored
with much zeal and success for about five days in the commencement of the meeting.
After his departure we were visited by Rev. T. Sharp of Ann Arbor, and A. B. Elliot
of Romeo , and also by Rev. Dr. Thompson of Detroit--all of whom labored with
acceptability. We have now commenced building a meeting house in this place, fort y
by sixty feet on the ground, with a basement story, galleries, &c, which will cos t
when finished, about six thousand dollars- - four thousand of which is already
subscribed. May Zion s till ris e in this and all other places of the earth, until
sh e shall become the praise of the whole world. Amen.
J. F. Davison [Advocate, Mar. 17, 1837)
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE SAGANING INDIAN METHODIST CHURCH
by Ronald A. Brunger
[Editor's note: The Detroit Conference has only three Indian (Native American)
churches left from an extensive missionary thrust in the mid-nineteenth
century. These are Zeba, Oscoda Indian Church, and Saganing. Considerable
material on the Zeba and Oscoda Churches has appeared in the Advocate in
recent years, along with primary source material on Zeba in the Messenger.
Little has been done on the Saganing history. Pastor Devin Chisholm states that
they have no history of the church, hence we felt this start should be made. To
find Saganing, one goes south of Standish on M-13 four miles, or north of
Pinconning five miles, thence east three miles on Worth Road. The church is
about a mile west of Saginaw Bay.]
Travelers on the St. Clair River in the 1830's were astonished by the gardens
and houses of the Wesleyan Indian Mission on the site of Sarnia, across from Port
Huron. During this period missionary Peter Jones, a half-blood Chippewa Can ad ian
Indian who had been converted and raised to leadership by William Case's mission,
received a delegation of Michigan Indians from the shores of Saginaw Bay. They
presented a plea to him to send a missionary to them. Jones relayed this request to
an American Methodist, perhaps the presiding elder. The American Methodists did not
respond to this early request.
Yet an answer to this request was in formation. In 1831 John Sunday, another
Chippewa Canadian Indian from Case's Methodist mission, began preaching to the
Indians at Sault Ste. Marie. Soon there were five of these Indians working t h ere.
They were very effective in reaching other natives. Peter Marksman, a n Indian
youth, living at the Soo, was intrigued by these men. He wrote long after, "I never
had an idea that any of our people could preach Jesus Christ ••• I was very much
delighted when I saw these preachers. They appeared good. Their dress was nea:J_ and
clean. The people delighted in their singing, the manner of their preaching."
A
little later young Marksman was converted.
Now the young Indian had an irresistible missionary desire to tell of his new
joy and faith. After apprenticeship preaching and two years at Ebenezer Seminary on
the Mississippi in Illinois, he became a member of the Detroit Conference. In the
fall of 1841, Marksman was astonished to learn that the conference had appointed him
to Lakeville, far south in the lower peninsula, in eastern Oakland County. But
Marksman went willingly. He later wrote, "I was willing to leave my nat1ve country
and come to the place where I was appointed, knowing that God was sending his
unworthy servant where he may be useful."
Starting this new mission at Lakeville, Marksman preached with Indian eloquence
and visited from lodge to lodge. The formerly demoralized natives, responded to the
leadership of one of their own race. The results were amazing. The Indians turned
en masse to the Christian life. The Indian preacher was to write, "The Lord blessed
the poor Indians who once lay along the streets of the white men. And now the
Indians are praising God in the streets and roads." The "fire-water" traders were
confounded, for the Indians joined a temperance society, and kept their pledges to
drink no more "fire water." A large Methodist society developed in Lakeville, and
Marksman has a school with thirty-six scholars.
The next spring he visited a village of the Nebesseng Indians in Genesee County,
34 miles northwest. He preached three times from Luke 15:18 with a dramatic
result. "And they all, men, women, children, rose up saying, 'We will arise and
embrace Christianity.' And Monday morning, they all brought their images and bad
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medicine to me. I took them all, and •••did burn and destroy them." He baptized 69
Indians in this place. At the end of the year he reported nearly 100 members for
this new mission.
From 1842 to 1845 Daniel C. Joakes served this Indian mission. Jacokes was an
intellectual genius, a man of great energy, who probably learned to preach in the
Indian language. In 1843-44 he had an Indian interpreter and preacher to assist in
the work, Joseph Bushy; the next year it was John Kahbeige (or Cahbage). Lakeville
Mission in 1844 reported 225 Indian members; in 1845, 3 white and 266 Indian
members! Jacokes made astonishing reports. He preached to the Indians on Black
River far to the east near Port Huron where the "work is promising." And again:
"My brother, I have some news for you. I visited those Indians at or near the
junction of the Flint and Saginaw Rivers. They are all converted, except one. I
baptized fifty-nine, mostly adults. This work is the most powerful and astonishing
I ever witnessed. They sung, prayed, and shouted, as though they would pierce the
very heavens, and enter into the presence of their redeemer." 2
In 1845 this far-flung Indian Mission was renamed the Flint River Mission.
George Bradley was the missionary from 1845 to 1848, and hereafter he gave his life
3
to work with and for the Indians.
John Kahbeige was his assistant. In 1846 the
mission reported 300 members and Joseph Bushay was added to the ministerial staff.
By 1846, if not before, the missionaries were working with the Indians on the
west side of Saginaw Bay. A principal point of the Mission was Ne- bis - sing, 7 miles
west of Lapeer. Another was the Black River Society to the east in St. Clair
County. There was a mission station in Genesee County, about ten miles from Flint
village, called Ko- pe-nekah-ning. Within Saginaw County, about 28 miles northwest
of Flint, was a station "embracing the Indians known as the Pe-wah - ne- going band."
This place originally called Pewonogowink, was soon renamed Kazier, and then
'T'aymouth (the name of the township), five miles west of the present site of Birch
Run, and the west side of the Flint River.
The report for 1846 goes on. "Some twenty- five miles north of Sagenaw City, on
the shore of Sagen a w Bay, is another station, or society, known by the name of
Oh-pe-kah-kah-ning," later to be known as Kawkawlin. "In a northerly direction,
down the Sagenaw Bay, and about thirty miles from the mouth of Sagenaw River is
another preaching place, known by the name of Ah-tah-was, the Indian name of the
chief of that place; the Christian name of this chief is Edmund s. Janes." Ahtahwas
was Saganing; Janes was the name of the Methodist bishop who was soon to take a
<J r eat interest in this Indian mission. "On the east side of the bay, about forty
miles from the mouth of Sagenaw River, we have an Indian station called Sand
Point." In early times there were a series of Indian villages along the shores of
Saginaw Bay.
Missionary Bradley claimed that the distance around the circuit was 500 miles!
The missionaries were striving to visit all stations once every six weeks. Bradley
suggested that the Mission should be divided; it was too big. He reported that
there were then 5,000 Indians in the Lower Peninsula, of these 1400 lived within the
limits of this mission circuit. John Kahbeige was living at Pe-wah - ne-going. A
frame schoolhouse was built there at a cost of $150; a small room partitioned off
was the residence. Mrs. Kahbeige taught the school. Bradley resided at
Ne-bis-sing, where a schoolhouse and parsonage both had been erected, built of
logs. There was a third schoolhouse at Ok-pe-kah-kah-ning, also built of logs at a
cost of only $50. The three schoolhouses were used as churches. Bradley, in
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January of 1847, staterl sadly that two of the schools were in operation that winter,
but would probably have to be suspended in April for lack of funds. · Pe-wah-ne-going
would not be affected since Mrs Kahbeige was in residence there. The schools
averaged 25 pupils in attendance. The pupils were said "to be very anxious to
learn, and to be making considerable proficiency in their studies. A few adults
attend occasionally."
Bradley gave an interesting comprehensive report on the state of the mission in
January, 1847. "I think the spiritual state of the mission is good, and becoming
better. Very few backslidings have taken place among us ••• The Indians connected
with the Church are directing their attention to agriculture and the arts of
civilized life. A great desire prevails among them to live like the good white
man. Some of them are obliged from necessity to spend some time in hunting, that
they may gain a subsistence. All of the societies, however, have bought land on
which they intend to locate. The band at Ne-bis-sing, where I reside, now own about
five hundred acres of land. When I first came among them they all lived in bark
wigwams. Now, they have seventeen or eighteen good log-houses, and they will erect
ten or twelve more this winter and spring.
"Since I came to the mission ••• at three different places societies have been
formed where a sermon had never been preached before; and at one of these places we
now have a school in successful operation. In conclusion, allow me briefly to refer
to our difficulties and our wants. First, our difficulties. We receive some
opposition from the Indian party. But compared to the deleterious influence exerted
by Indian traders, and some officers of the government, this is trifling. The evils
introouced by white men are worse than any to be found among the Indians themselves.
Secondly, our wants. We want hymn books--Peter Jones' translation--with the
English on one page, and Ojibway on the other. We need five hundred copies, and I
do not think there can be found twenty-five, in all, within the limits of the
mission. We want a quantity of primary English books, for the use of the schools,
and seve ral Harmonists and Indian Melodies, with patent notes."
In 1847-48 George w. Brown joined Bradley and Kahbeige on the circuit. Brown
had servoo in the Indian missions at Kewawenon and the Soo previously. Marksman
called Brown "a most worthy man, methodical, diligent, and industrious, a good,
though not great preacher; a devout, holy man." He added greatly to the effectiveness of the mission, which in 1848 reported 455 members and 3 local preachers.
The society 25 miles north of Saginaw, called Oh-pe-kah-kah-ning in 1847, was in
1849 called "Oh-gah-kah-ning" or Janesville Station. It was now the head of a new
mission circuit with a resident missionary on the Kawkawlin River, "a river where
there is plenty of fish at all seasons of the year." There were 44 enrolled in the
day school there. Bradley stated that the Missionary Society owned 178.82 acres of
land at Janesville, and at Ah-tah-kuss the Indians owned 80 acres.
The Methodist work was picking up on Saginaw Bay. In September, 1849 Bradley
reported that Sarah Patterson had taught school at Janesville and received $77
salary; John Iron had taught at the Ah-tah-wah Band and received $55.55. In 1848-49
Bishop Janes raised and sent $941.60 for the purchase of land and finishing the
parsonage at Janesville. The mission had maintained four schools; the incidental
expenses of these schools for stoves, pipes, repairs, etc. had amounted to $127.55.
In 1851 the Janesville Indian Mission (the northern half of the former circuit)
\ reported 157 members; the Kazier Mission reported 270 members. Michigan churches
were increasingly giving missionary gifts or good to the various Indian missions.
Almont Circuit sent "thirty dollars and fifty-six cents in goods" for the Kazier
Indian Mission. From the Shiawassee Circuit by Rev. George W. Brown (former Indian
pastor) came "twenty dollars and eighty-eight cents in goods from Female Missionary
Society for Saginaw Indians."
Rev. Peter
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Johnson (an
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INDIAN CHURCH continued
here there was "a fine school-house, with a good parsonage and small barn." "This
was the most miserable and degraded band in all this country, and consequently were
very poor. Drunkenness was their prevailing besetment, and they are surrounded by
traders and others, who seemed to delight in their misery; but the gospel has been
the power of God unto their salvation. There are a few of this band that are
habitual drunkards, but as a band they are temperate. They strictly observe the
Sabbath, nnd considering their former ignorance, their conduct is noble." Through
the aid of Bishop Edmund Janes, who visited this place on the Kawkawlin River in
1849 and later preached at the Saginaw courthouse, lands had been purchased. The
Indians had perhaps 50 acres under improvement with several good log houses. Nine
months of school were kept in 1851 with a native teacher, John Smith, from the
Canadian Methodist mission, who had attended a Normal School near Toronto.
Now the 1851 Missionary Report reveals that further north on Saginaw Bay at
Pe-sa-i-a-ga-ning, or Ah-tah-wah's Place, the missions had helped the Indians
acquire 140 acres of land. The mission had a log schoolhouse, "rather a poor one,
and a small log parsonage for the school teacher to live in, who is also
interpreter; here we have had a school in all about two years, and a very excellent
school too. The teacher lives here and spends most of his time, but occasionally
visits other bands and reads the Scriptures to them." The teacher, John Iron, had
24 scholars here.
The 1853 missionary report gives a new variation of the name here, Pe-see- gun ning. The gospel had met with a great response here and had become the law of the
village. The school was promising; anything like intemperance was unknown. Part of
the year the village was cut off from the outside world; it was difficult of access
at all times. Situated on the Bay in what was then a swampy area, the only
communication was by water, and in winter, on the ice. The school was a problem.
There was no family where a white teacher could board; the small missionary stipend
would not induce a white family to settle there. Bradley wrote, "The only remedy
was to send a young man (native) that could live as the Indians do somewhat. This,
I know, is bad policy, as they need the influence of a good family as much as ••• a
teacher. The mission owns no land here, and only a poor and old log school- house
and parsonage on Indian lands."

-....../

A new mission point now appeared in the report--Pine-con-ning, on the Bay
between Janesville and Pe-see-gun-ning. There was a small band or village here, and
a Methodist society of 18 members. The mission had developed another mission point
at Ke-che-as-sin-ing, on the Tittabawasse River. John Irons had gone over there to
begin a school in the summer of 1853 in "a large bark wigwam (such as the native can
build) without windows or doors. This will not answer for the winter and answers
poorly for the summer," was Bradley's comment. A fifth point of the Janesville
Mission was Ta-tab-wa-sa, 15 miles higher on the Tittabawassee River. There were 15
members there, but they were preparing to move down to Ke-che-as-sin-ing.
At Pinne-con-ning a frame schoolhouse was built in 1854, and the village grew
At Pe-see-gun-ning, the Indians were reported as stable in religion, and reliable,
but they were without a teacher. Their last teacher, John Street, had left during
the year to visit his friends on Lake Superior and had failed to return. The schoolhouse was dilapidated; the teacher's residence was but a poor log house. Education,
so important to the mission's purpose, just now was at a standstill.
(To be continued in the May issue)
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Western Book Concern, 1893), p. 45. The su sequent matenal on Marksman is
drawn from this work.
2
Twenty-Fifth Annual Report of the Missionary Society of the M.E. Church, 1844.
Subsequent material is largely drawn from the Annual Missionary Reports and from
the yearly Minutes of the Michigan Annual Conference, M.E.
3
~he Memoir of George Bradley, in the Michigan Annual Conference Minutes for
1871 gives a partial picture of his devotion to Indian Missions and welfare.
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