De~1~H e~:n~~cr~nc;@
Me~tu~e,ssfr t..r~~:hiv,;i

THE DETROIT CONFERENCE

HISTORICAL MESSENGER
Published by The Friends of the Archives
Ronald A. Brunger, Editor
Volume XVIII, Number 2

March 1990

Here and There cnt i aaed
Our Central Church in Lan sing apHere and There
Page 1 & 3
peared in an attract ive three-page article
In Memoriam--Dr. Ben F. Holme
2
in Michigan History magazine, NovemberOur New Cane Holder
2
December, entitled "Central Centennial."
The Conference Cane
3
Elijah E. Myers was the architect for bo th
3-4
William Tuttle--Frontier PreWh£f
the State Capitol and Central Church, acThe Amazing Career of Dr. =Wtllfa:m' Cocker
ross from the capitol to the northeast.
in Michigan
5-8
When the capitol was dedicated on January
1, 1879, it drew a crowd of over 2,000.
~----,W;;-;;hen
the c hurc h was dedica ted on Apr il 20,
HERE AND THERE
1890, the sanctuary s e ated 1,100; over 400
We were glad recently to receive in
chairs were added and still people stood
the Archives, the new Carleton Church's
outside.
hi story, printed by the Michigan Christian
Architect Myers is famous for the
Advocate in 1989. This church has a comdesign of several state capitols, cou nty
plicated history with mergers and five
courthouses, and city halls, but Cen tral
antecedent churches.
The author and
Methodist is Myers' only known church
committee have created a clear and very
design. Incidentally, we need information
readable account, with enough details to
make it interesting. The book is well ilon architects of our churches in years
lustrated with pictures of buildings used
past.
and of church activities. A good job has
We have mentioned previously that
been done.
the Methodist Protestant Church was ahead
An interested member of the Millington
of the M.E. Church in the matter of accepting women as pastors. Indeed, when Anna
Church has asked for information on Rev.
Howard Shaw was graduated from Boston
L.F. Matthews, who served in the Lake
University School of Theology in 188 0, and
Charlevoix area in 1896, and on Rev. George
her M.E. Church still would not accept her,
Deacon, who was appointed to Millington in
she went to the Methodist Protestant
1868 and died soon after arrival. He was a
Church to be ordained. But soon she left
member on trial in the Conference; evidentthe mmistry to oecome a vigorous propoly because he was not a full member, there
was no mention of his death or memoir in
nent of women's rights.
1869. Does any reader have information
Hyrtl C. Feeman writes of his memory
about George Deacon? Rev. Matthews died
J anuary 25, 1949 at the age of nearly 100,
of a woman pastor who served the Plymouth
the oldest member of the Michigan ConMethodist Protestant Church in Adrian, by
the name of Leanna Starr, between 1907
ference.
and 1910. "She always wore a white robe
Rev. John Park and the archivist plan
to preach in. She was well liked and Dad
to spend a day soon reading microfilms of
seemed to consider her a good preacher."
the Western Christian Advocate, in the hope
Historian Homer K. Powell informs us that in
of finding data on the building of the first
the autumn of 1907, with the retirement of
church in Commerce in 1841-42.
Some
Rev. Earnest Evans, Rev. Lee Anna Starr
years back, the Friends purchased 20
became the pastor. She was followed as
years of this microfilm, covering 1834-53.
pastor by Rev. Frank Tottani, in the
It has proved valuable.
autumn of 1909. Her pastorate was commended as "having strengthened the
At present, the oldest members of the
church and having brought not a few to
Detroit Conference are Earnest 0. Davis, 97,
saving knowledge of Christ.
and Scott D. MacDonald, 96.
TABLE OF CONTENTS

- 2 I:n.

:Memor~m:

D r . Be:n.,ja.mi.:n.
Holder of the Conference Cane

F.

Ho1ID.e

Benjamin Franklin Holme was born September 22, 1894 at Camden, New Jersey, the son
of Benjamin Franklin and Anna Reeves Holme. His father was a shipwright. His ancestor
Benjamin Holme was a Colonel in the Revolutionary War. He had a patriotic background; his
and his father;s names honored a great revolutionary leader. In old age, on his daily
morning walks, Ben saluted the flag. Young Ben graduated from Wesleyan University. He
served in World War I in the Bellevue Hospital in New York City, and for over a year in
France.
On December 27, 1920 he married Verna Mae Dall at Pitman, New Jersey. Verna shared
his student days at Garrett Biblical Institute and Northwestern University, where he received
his B.D. and M.A. degrees. Admitted on trial into the Rock River Confere nce in October 1921,
he was ordained Deacon, then Elder in 1923. He served a student charge at Elburn, then at
Wilmington, Illinois, 1923-25.
In 1925 he transferred to the Detroit Conference and served five years as associate
pastor at Det roit Central Church. His subsequent appointments were Monroe, 1931-36 (which
were depression years, and he was fondly remembered for the courage he imparted); Detroit
viestlawn, 1936-52 (a 16 year pastorate!); Superintendent of the Detroit District, 1952-58;
Executive Secretary of the Methodist Union of Greater Detroit, 1958-65. He was an able
preacher and executive, a prominent leader in the Conference. When a superintendent, he
preached in every church at least once. His ministry always seemed to be outstanding.
On retirement, the Holmes settled in Northville. In October of 1976 they moved into the
Boulevard Temple Home. This was appropriate as Ben had been a leader in the first plans
for the home. Here he assumed voluntarily the duties appropriate to a chaplain. His beloved
Verna passes away on April 11, 1984. At the 1984 session of Annual Conference, Ben was
presented with the Annual Conference Cane. Those present have long remembered the
eloquent speech that he made, following the presentation, on the problems of the aged.
Dr. Ben was an outspoken, vigorous man--a born leader. He was mentally alert in old
age, keenly interested in current affairs and many fields of knowledge. He was concerned
for justice and distressed over the decline of morality a n d modern attacks on the family.
Ben was a Mason. He was a poet. A favorite hobby was woodcarving. When one church was
remodeled and needed a section of reredos placed in a gap, he filled the need.
When Dr. Holme retired he gave credit to those who helped him along "the way." He
looked upon retirement as the beginning of another aspect of experience, saying, "There is
excitement ahead in things to do, places to go, and, I hope, opportunities still to be helpful
and of service. On December 8, 1989 Dr. Ben left this earthly life for a new Adventure!
The New Holder of the Conference Cane
Rev. Myron R. Everett
The new holder of the Conference Cane is Rev. Myron R. Everett. Myron and Esther
Everett live in rural Brighton, on Cady Road, and are in the fellowship of our Howell Church.
Myron served in the active ministry of the Michigan Conference of the Evangelical Church,
later the Evangelical United Brethren Church, for 43 years, from 1925 to 1968! They started
their ministr y in historic White Pigeon; they have served in three prominent Michigan cities:
Grand Rapids, Jackson, and Detroit. Myron also will be a worthy holder of the cane, symbolic
of our ministry in the Detroit Annual Conference.
At this writing on February 14, we are planning with Rev. Gary Damon, pastor of the
Howell Church, the ceremony of presentation of the Conference Cane, in the church service
on February 25. An account of this will appear in the Michigan Chris tian Advocate, probably
by the this The Messenger is published.
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- 3 THE CONFERENCE CANE
The Conference Cane dates from 1904,
the centennial of the first Methodist sermons preached in Michigan. It is made of
wood from the original Methodist Episcopal
Church in Adrian, built 1840, where the
Detroit Annual Conference was organized in
1856! The cane contains inserts of historic
wood. It has metal plates on which are
inscribed the names of the 21 honored men
in our United Methodism who have held it
and their years of possession. And now
the number becomes 22.
The Conference Cane is held by the
oldest member of the conference, who has
served at-least 35 years- in our con ference, and is a resident of the Michigan
Area. Thus the holder of the Conference
Cane stands as a symbol of our ministry, as
one who had a long and faithful record of
service in our conference (or antecedent
conferences), and who living in our midst
continues to be an inspiration to the active
workers in the Kingdom!
At the annual meeting of the Commission on Archives & History on June 5 at
Adrian College, archivist Ronald A. Brunger
will present a paper on "The Holders of the
Conference Cane."
You are welcome to
attend this meeting.
HERE AND THERE
Reba Robinson, Vice President of our
Commission, worked in the archives on
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Here and There coati aaed
February 8, getting data on certain pastors who have served Ann Arbor First.
We have held a preliminary session
with the Director of the Burton Historical
Collection in the Detroit Public Library,
relative to microfilming the Michigan
Christian Advocate, in as complete a sequence as possible. The Friends of the
Archives have designated $1,000 toward
this greatly needed project.
We were
received with cordiality. The project is
under study. We are hopeful. Pray with us.
We understand from the Secretary of
the Friends t hat a good number of renewed
-memberships and a few new ones, including
one or two gifts as memorials, have been
received. The Friends paid for two valuable used books recently acquired from a
dealer in Georgia.
One is The Autobiography of Rev. Heman Bangs, who was the
brother of Joseph Bangs, a local preacher
active in Tecumseh, Clinton, and the Saline
area in early years. He was also the brother of Nathan, missionary leader and historian. The other book is a history of West
Virginia Methodism. Fine additions.
On Feb. 6, Patrick Doss, student at
Ohio State and Adrian College grad, worked
in the Archives doing research on Methodist schools in China before 1910.
Donnett Bourke of Belleville researched Sunday School materials written by
Bishop John H. Vincent, the founder of
Chautauqua Institute, on January 8.
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William Tuttle was born in Niagara County, New York, December 12, 1828. He joined the
westward migration from "York State" to Michigan in 1844 and settled near Detroit. He was
converted in western Michigan in 1848, and became a student in the Wesleyan Seminary a t
Albion for a short time. He became a missionary and teacher to the Indians in southwestern
Michigan. His devotion and gifts were recognized two years later, and he was licensed as
a local preacher and sent to the Swan Creek Indian Reservation, near North Branch. He was
the first white teacher of the Indians in that section.
In 1855 he joined the Michigan Conference and was sent to Midland Circuit, where
settlement was beginning. At the end of the year he reported only 6 members and 8
probationers; his salary was a mere $100. One other preacher r eported such a low figure.
In 1856 he was sent to North Branch. At the end of a year there he had received only $75
salary on his claim for $100, and 15 members were reported.

- 4 WILLIAM TUTTLE -Frontier Preacher
I n 1857 William Tuttle was sent to Port Austin, at the no rthern tip of t he Thu mb of
Michigan, anothe r frontier situatio n . Young Joseph Varnum had preached h ere in 1854-55,
and all around the Lake Huron shore of the Thumb. Tuttle had the zealous seeking spirit
of Varnum and worked with great effectiveness. He had members at Port Hope, at Willow
Creek (now Huron City), at Port Austin, 26 miles from Port Hope, and at "Pennepeg "
(Pinnebog), 10 miles southwest. The conference gave a miserly $37 in missionary money to
Port Austin that year. Young Tuttle received his salary of $260 in full that year. He
reported 19 members, 18 baptisms, and two small Sunday Schools. He a lso claimed a b r ide,
Ellen Butterfield of Willow Creek.
In 1858 he was sent down to Vicksbu rg, soon to be renamed Ma rysville, just s ou th of
Port Huron, on the St. Clair River. Vicksburg was a lumbering town. In the earliest r ecords
at St. Clair, we find that the year before , St. Clair was to raise $34 1.50 on the salary for Rev.
Alanson Bartlett; Vicksburg was to r ai se $56.75, and Bell River (Ma rine City) $56.75. At a
Missionary Meet ing at St. Clair on De cember 16, 1857, five Metho dist leaders of the area
spoke, one was from Port Sarnia, Can ada. In the list of subscribers to the missionary fund
on that date, a very large list were from Vicksburg. In the handwrit ing of Rev . Bartlett is
a list of eleven members, and after several of them, the address "Vic k s burg." After the
g·rou p come s the notation "Removed by the division of the Ct. [circuit ] Sep t . 20th , 1858."
So William Tuttle had a small class at Vicksburg to start with . We have no description
of his work that year. But the conference statistics in 1859, if read with imaginat ion, tell us
much. in 1859 Vicksburg reported 95 members, 4 7 probationers, and two local preac hers ,
very impressive growth in one year. Vicksburg had no church or par sonage as ye t,
naturally. But it reported eight Sunday Schools with 51 officer s and teachers, 230 s c holars
enrolled, and 720 volumes in the libraries. The preacher had been co v ering some territory.
He had reac hed out and organized eight Sunday Schools, p robably in a s many country
schools. He had worked hard and effectively.
Before the end of Tuttle's first year here, the Methodists were p lanning for a building.
On November 9, 1859, the Methodist Episcopal Church of Vicksburg was le gally organized with
five trustees--Peter F. Brakeman, Nelson Mills the lumberman, Ainsley M. Griffith the class
leader, D. Carlisle, and William Smith. The trustees moved with d ispatch. Late in 1859 they
purchased a strip of land. In 1860 a lovely wh ite frame church began to rise. By September
1860 the church was up, not complet ely finished, and valued at $1200. Tuttle was up to the
two-year limit for Methodist pastors at the time and had to move o n . This time he went to
Lakeport. The next year he located.
Experiencing ill health, he moved to Minnesota and later to Iowa, where he preached
frequently , meanwhile trying a different climate for health's s ake. In 1870 he returned to
Michigan and resumed work in our conference. He served at Burton, Swan Creek, Lakeville,
Troy, Henrietta and the Indian Mission at Sterling, and Whitmore Lake. I n 1881, feeling
unable to carry on in the pastorate, he superannuated, but worked for the American Bible
Society for a time.
In 1903 he moved to Oklahoma where he lived with his daughter, Mrs. Ma ry House, wife
of a professor at the University of Oklahoma. The climate evidently helped h im and h e lived
to his 93rd year . He died at Norman, April 18, 1921. His daughter paid this tribute,
His life was one of utter devotion to God, his Church, and h is family. His great
effort to the very last was to be about his Master ;s business. The little children
loved him. When told that Grandpa Tuttle had gone to heave n , a little frien d of
three years asked, "Did Jesus call him?" Her mother replied, "Yes. " The little
[one] was not satisfied yet. "And did Grandpa say, 'Yes, J e sus, I a m coming? ' " she
asked again. The daughter felt that in spirit he surely s aid, " Yes, Lord, I am
coming gladly." For "while repeating aloud with his daughter the Lord' s prayer
he was not for God had take n hi m."

- 5 THE A:MAZING CAREER OF
DR. BENJA:MIN F. COCKER IN :MICHIGAN
Editor's Note: In the January Messenger we mentioned receiving a delightful book, The
Cocker Connection, from the author, Rev. Mark Dalby, a r ector in Manchester, England.
We have had correspondence with him for several years. In 1987 he came over to
Michigan to visit the places where Dr. Cocker preached and he spen t two days in
research in our archives in Adrian. The book is the story of a Yorkshire weaver and
Methodist local preacher, and his five sons. Four sons wandered afar and died in
A ustralia, Tonga, Mexico, and Michigan respectively. One son, Benjamin F. Cocker, came
to Michigan from Australia February 1857, joined our conference and was very
succ:essful. The Rev. Mr. Dalby has given us permission to use and quote from his book.
We are happy to be able to give you this account of the amazing career of Dr. Cocker
in the Detroit Conference.
Benjamin Cocker was born in 1821 at Almondbury, in the west Riding of Yorkshire near
Huddersfield, the son of Benjamin and Martha North Cocker. The father was the second of
ten children, and at the age of six was "set tQ_wQ_rk ••• and~ver after it waa work, wo rk, _work.,
and no schooling fo r me." - He was a weaver at home, and later was described as "clothier,
fancy warehouseman, overlooker in a woolen factory, and woolen manufacturer." His father
was a Methodist class leader, who taught him to read a little. Converted in 1804, he began
following in his father's Methodist footsteps . He heard a missionary sermon which changed
his life. With the opening of a larger world held before him, his mind was stimulated and he
became an avid reader, and began to keep a journal. He became a Methodist local preacher;
meanwhile in 1814 he married a fellow Methodist, Martha North. They were to have nine
children, including five sons who grew to maturity.
Benjamin Jr. was sent to the Grammar School; he was intended for a learned profession,
probably the ministry. The minister who baptized him prayed, "God bless him and mak e him
a preacher." At the age of 18 he was training as a local preacher. But he was also attracted
to business. Presently he was an apprentice in a mill, and finally had a business as a woolen
manufacturer. In 1844 he married Mary Johnson. She came from a strongly religious
Methodist family, and their marriage was one made in heaven. In 1848 his mother passed
away, his father remarried and the pull of the home ties was lessened.
Now Benjamin Jr. and his younger brother David made "the momentous decision to
emigrate to Van Diemen's Land," as Australia's big island, Tasmania, was then called. It was
12,000 miles away. Conditions were unpromising in England at mid-century; in a few years
three million people left the British Isles. The majority went to the United States and
Canada, but the population of Australia quadrupled. A friend of theirs, Henry Reed, had
gone to Van Diemen's Land in 1826 and gained considerable wealth. The boy felt there were
better opportunities in the colonies than in England. The saddened father presented a Bible
to David. Part of his inscription read: "It is probable I shall see his [David's] face no more
in the flesh, and he will be beyond my counsels... but my prayers and this Bible shall
accompany him."
Benjamin Jr. and David settled on the northern coast of Tasmania in the area of
Launceston. David bought lands and engaged in various businesses. Benjamin's interest
was in trade. A gold rush was on in southern Australia; in February 1852, Benjamin left
Tasmania for Melbourne, capital of the new colony of Victoria. He had made a strong impact
as a preacher in several churches but had been less successful in business ventures. Early
in 1856 Benjamin's business failed in Melbourne in a time of depression. He went on a
trading voyage to the Fiji Islands where he was almost eaten by cannibals; he e scaped from
them, then had a narrow escape from shipwreck. On a later voyage to Tonga, his s hip struck
a reef and sank. Back in Australia he worked humbly as a clerk. He t hen determined to go
to America, and to return to his early calling to the ministry!
Benjamin Cocker , with his wife and four boys, finally made it to Chicago, where he failed
to find employment. In desperation he remembered that over in southern Michigan at Adrian
was living Rev. Edward McClure, a minister who he had rescued from want in Melbourne and
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- 6 who h a d promised to befriend him in return. He took the train for Adrian confident of
friendly help. Tragedy befell our couple; their 17-month-old son Benjamin died on t he
journey. Cocker arrived on February 9, 1857 in Adrian "with fifty cents in his pocket, a n d
a dead c h ild in his arms." McClure was no longer a Methodist; he had become a rector of the
Episcopal Church in Adrian. He pretended that he did not know Cocker and offered him no
help.
Fort unately, there were warm-hearted Methodists in Adrian with Jesus' spirit of
comp assion. One family saw this down-and-out family from Australia and took them into
their home. Cocker soon came to the notice of the three Methodist ministers in Adrian-William H. Perrine the Adrian pastor, Thomas C. Gardner, agent of the American Bible s ociety ,
and Elijah H. Pilcher, Presiding Elder of the Adrian District.
Pilcher gave Ben Cocker the position of supply preacher on the Palmyra Circuit
Palmyra then, as now, was a sma ll village, i miles southeast of Adrian. In September 1857,
Benjamin Cocker was one of the fifteen ministers received on trial; Pilcher had interced e d
for h im. The Palmyra Circuit in 1857 had 180 members and included three churches valued
at $2500 and a modest parsonage valued at $600. There were four Sunday Schools on the
circuit with 195 scholars enrolled, and libraries with the total of 612 volumes. It was a g ood
country circuit with a salary of $500, paid partly by the Presbyterians who shared the
church in Palmyra. Of 16 reported salaries on the Adrian District, Palmyra's ranked t hir d!
The salary gave Cocker a financial security he had. no known since his early days as a
clerk. And the work of the ministry brought a fulfillment and success which had eluded him
in the business world . He said later that in the little low-roofed chamber of the pars o nage
of Palmyra he did the hardest and most profitable work of his life and "he was cheered b y
the f r iendship of many ·worthy men ... who recognized his ability and predicted for him no
o r dinary future." Evidently in 1857-58, the circuit was cut down so that it reported o n ly
one church. The small work must have given Cocker invaluable time for study, h elping him
to p r epare for bigger things.
In 1858 Benjamin Cocker was appointed to Adrian. He certainly had made his ma r k in
an ast onishing way. Adrian, the s eat of Lenawee County1 was an important t rade center; with
a p opulation of 8500 it was the third largest city in Michigan. A fine brick church had been
e r ected here on Toledo Street in 1840, and now claimed 236 members. In Adrian "Benjamin
a t once attracted attention as a preacher, lecturer, and writer, a n d he sent three of his
sermons to his father. Long extracts from one still survive in a letter from old Benjamin to
Da vid. It is thoroughly evangelical in content, but rational rather tha.n ranting in style. I n
September 1859 Benjamin was admitted to full membership of the Conference, and he was als o
appointed to its committee on Tract Causes. By now the church building could hold only h a lf
the people who wanted to attend, especially on Sunday evenings 7 and writing to Davi d in
Decemb er, he enthuses about the people--so well educated, so .refined and noble hearted and
e ven the farmers so much of real noblemen."
Benjamin further wrote enthusiastically about his children and their educational opportunities. "My little Willie is a member of the church and I have no doubt he has experienced
a c h a nge of heart, he is an example of diligence and prayerfulness and is advancing rapidly
i n h is education. He is now you are aware, 12 years of age. Henry is also going to s c hool ,
a nd Boswell Dean is also attending school. We have here superior s c hools to any you ca n
co mmand in Australia and free. I have not this term to pay anything for their education."
I n his joy and exaltation, Benjamin wrote further to
happy, so contented, so truly comfortable in all our days.
my proper orbit and am now where providence would have
I s hall never see you again on this side of the grave in a.ll
you will so live that we may meet in heaven. "

his brother: "We were never so
I feel that I have at last f ound
me be ... O my dear brother David
human probability but I do hope

In 1860 Benjamin had a midweek lecture, "A P lea for the Widow and Or phan Against the
Tr affic in Alcohol," printed. His work in Adrian continued to prosper and by autumn of 186 1,
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Adrian had become the second largest church in the conference with 340 members; its
ministers' salary had risen to $720. Methodist law at this time permitted only a stay of two
years for a minister in a charge.
In September 1861, Cocker was moved to Ypsilanti, then the largest church in the
conference with a membership of 368. Ypsilanti, on the Huron River 33 miles west of Detroit,
was an industrial commercial, and farming center. Its second Methodist church, a white
frame New England style church, was erected in 1843 on the present site, and had recently
been enlarged. Benjamin was as happy here as he had previously been in Palmyra and
Adrian. In October 1861, he wrote bluntly to David: "I want you to sell out and come to
Michigan."
Benjamin was rapturous over American education in his letter. "This is the place in
which to have your family if you should die soon or live long. You need have no fear, I
would not move my boys from America on any account. Here we have such schools as are not
to be found in England or the world and all free. William is in the Academic depar tment of
our Town Seminary studying Latin, Algebra, etc. and in 2 y~ar_§_he .¥ill be ready fo.r. t he
State University where in four years he will graduate as B.A. and M.A. and it will just cost
me £2 for his entrance fee, all the rest is FREE. And any boy in America can go to a trade
and learn it, receiving wages from the first day he steps into the workshop or store. For
your children' s sake you ought to come."
Evidently David had raised the question of the Civil War. The war had just begun.
Cocker shared the optimism of many that the war would be quickly won by the wealth and
population of the north, and that it would not affect Michigan too much. "We are 1,500 miles
away. [This was quite an exaggeration.] We have all the money in the north, we have an
army of 500,000 men well armed, fed and clothed. The rebels are poorly fed, they are
shoeless and penniless." Our recent emigrant was poorly informed in this matter, a poor
prophet indeed. No one foresaw the long agony and struggle of the Civil War.
In this college town, Cocker's reputation as a preacher was spreading and he was
making many influential friends. He was also acquiring a reputation for scholarship. A
treatise on the Greek verb, apparently his first academic publication, was highly praised.
In April 1862 he published the first of a series of able articles in the Methodist Quarterly
Review. His subject was the "Metaphysics of Watson's Institutes," and he upheld the validity
of natural theology against an entire reliance on revelation. He signed this article, "Rev. B.F.
Cocker." He had been christened plain Benjamin. Now he took the second name of Franklin.
Benjamin Franklin was a well known and revered leader in nineteenth century America. This
name seemed more distinguished and more American than "2!_ain Benjamin. From this point_on
his letters to his brothers were signed "B.F. Cocker" and the new initials appear in the
Detroit Conference Minutes after 1864.
In September 1862, the conference moved Cocker to Ann Arbor. The Ann Arbor c hurch,
erected in 1837 on the southwest corner of Fifth Avenue and Ann Street, reported 335
members that year, and the salary was $1,000, second to Detroit's Woodward Avenue. Cocker
served on the conference committee on Sunday Schools. In 1863 he was made chairman of
the important committee on The State of the Country. In 1864 he published another essay
on Watson's Institutes, and he was awarded an honorary M.A. by Wesleyan University. The
General Conference in 1864 extended the possible length of pastorates to three years. So in
September, Cocker was continued at Ann Arbor for his third year. He was also made
chairman of the conference committee on Lay Representation. The Methodist Episcopal
Church was beginning to discuss the possibility of laymen taking part in the governance of
the Church .
Benjamin Cocker was happy for his success in Ann Arbor and for the chance to remain
in the university city. In December he wrote his brother Joseph in England of his plans to
build a n ew Gothic church at a cost of $40,000. He expressed his gratitude that d ivine
prov idence had brought his family to America. He rejoiced that Ame rica was b eing redeemed
from slavery, and that liberty would prevail.
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During his last year in Ann Arbor, Cocker was busy with plans and subscriptions for
building the new church, which now would be located on State Street, north of Washington,
and close to the campus. Cocker was not able to get the new church built, but by 1865,
$12,000 had been raised. His ministry had been clearly successful. The membership had
risen to 381, the salary to $1500, and the enthusiasm was high for the planned new church.
In 1865 Cocker was sent back to Adrian for a second pastorate, three years this time.
Adrian then had a membership of 430, and was again the second largest church in the
conference. A fine new church in a free Gothic style had been build during the Civil War
at a cost of $36,000, on the northeast corner of Broad and Maumee, with seating for 800
people. The imposing church with tall steeple, was a block east of the end of the business
section, and close to the Baptist and Presbyterian churches. But these churches had no
problem of parking scores of automobiles; proximity did not appear as a problem. Cocker
continued to be very popular in Adrian, as before.
He was now busy authoring a large two-volume work. He was the chairman of the
conference committee on Popular Amusements. In 1868 he received his first doctorate, and
honorary D.D. from Indiana Asbury University (now DePauw). In May 1866, Cocker was
invited back to Ann Arbor to give the address on the occasion of laying the cornerstone of
the new church, which Cocker had worked on so zealously. By 1868 Adrian membership had
risen to 478, the salary to $2,000, but Cocker's time was up.
In 1868 Cocker was returned to Ann Arbor. With the new $65,000 Gothic church near the
campus, the membership had soared to 508. Benjamin was happy to be back in Ann Arbor,
and to enjoy the lovely new church which he had planned. He had a happy year and the
people raised the salary to $2300. He was proving to be "one of the best-loved pastors and
lecturers" in the history of Ann Arbor. Normally he would have stayed a further two years.
But in 1869 there was a vacancy at the largest church in the conference, Central Church in
Detroit. The Congress Street and older First or Woodward Avenue had merged in 1864.
Central Church's building had been erected in 1866-67, a truly magnificent structure for
Methodism of that day. It was a most prestigious place, with 673 members and a salary of
$3,000. The conference appointed Benjamin there, but he was destined not to go.
There was a vacancy at the University of Michigan in the chair of Mental and Moral
Philosophy. It had been filled by President Erastus Haven, a Methodist, who had just left.
The regents unanimously elected the scholarly pastor of the Methodist Church to this
professorship. Benjamin was challenged and over joyed. He exclaimed, "I would rather
occupy that Chair than be President of the United States, by the grace of God I will teach
philosophy in that institution as it has never been taught."
Benjamin F. Cocker now went to the University of Michigan to begin an outstanding new
career. Before long he was very popular with the students. And he continued to s erve the
church in a notable Way,
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