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HERE AND THERE
We recently received from Rev. Gordon Nusz of
West Branch, a gift for the Archives of 90 Bible
Picture Cards used in Methodist Sunday Schools
from 1894 to 1923. Every pupil in Sunday School
used to get a 4 by 2 3/4 card with a colored Bible
picture illustrating the lesson. On the back were
verses of scripture and questions on the lesson.
Personally we believe our church lost something,
when we no longer gave these cards to the Sunday
School children. In 1894 these cards were published "Quarterly at 16 cts. per year" by Harris,
Jones & Co., Providence, R.I.
This trove of cards are a gift from Mrs. Hollis
(Helen Withrow) Miner of our West Branch_UM_C
where she has been a member since 1949. They
were collected by her father Mark Withrow who
lived at Bristol, Tennessee and attended the Anderson Street M.E. Church. Helen was Sunday School
pianist at age 12 for the class taught by Tennessee
Ernie Ford's father. She was a childhood friend of
Ernie Ford. We are very grateful to her for this
magnificent gift.
Chrysostom(~47 -407)

was a golden tongued
orator, supposed to be one of the most eloquent
preachers the Christian Church has ever known. I
was interested in the following quotation, indicating
that at least once he met up with careless indifference and inattention. "Please listen to me -- you
are not paying attention. I am talking to you about
the Holy Scriptures, and you are looking at the
lamps and the people who are lighting them. It is

"A saw mill for a church, a woman nearly 70
years of age for a preacher-- such were the beginnings of public religious life in Flushing. The year
was 1840. James Seymour owned the sawmill. It
was operated by Columbus Chilson, and his mother
waSffie preacfier~
This is an amazing picture. Women had little
place in Methodist Churches in the mid-nineteenth
century. They were not trustees, stewards, or
ministers. In the early 1870's several women in
Michigan had been granted local preachers' licenses.
The Presiding Elders and the Bishop clamped down
on this new trend in 1876. The M.E. General
Conference in 1880 refused to allow women graduates of a seminary to join the Annual Conference.
In 1888 the General Conference refused to allow
women to become members of General Conference,
even shutting the door on the famous Frances Willard.
Frontier society was democratic. The worth and
ability of the women who might ward off a bear
with an axe, was evaluated and appreciated. In
more than one town, women took leadership in
establisffingreligious services. In January 1842 a Methodist Society was organized at Flushing Mills, with 10 members: Mrs.
Chilson, her son Columbus, William Lockyer,
Ogden Clarke, Ebenezer French, Henry Frendh,
Benjamin Bowers, William Kent (a local preacher),
Andrew Hyslip, and Mrs. David Penoyer.
This year the Flushing Church is planning an
For a
extensive sesqui-centennial celebration.
Lenten potluck on April 1, the Editor will be
present to preach a historical sermon.
very frivolous of you to be more interested in what
the lamplighters are doing than in what the preacher
is saying. I, too, am lighting a lamp, the lamp of
God's Word."
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A CIRCUIT RIDER MOVES UP TO MICHIGAN IN 1832
Rev. James Francis Davidson (181Q-86) was one of the leaders of Michigan Methodism in the early years.
His parents were very (aithful to the church; their home was a home for the circuit riders. His father died
peacefully at 96 exclaiming, "0 what a blessed hope!" James was baptized as an infant and as a boy felt under
obligation "to be good and serve the Lord." He was converted at a camp meeting at the age of 16. The family
lived on the southern edge of Ohio, west of Portsmouth.
James felt called to the ministry and began a course of study to help him become a better minister. He was
licensed as an exhorter in February 1830, and given a local preacher's license May 14, 1831. He was received
on trial in the Ohio Conference and became the junior preacher on the Oxford Circuit. Within four weeks, he
had preached 30 sermons; at the end of the year over 300 people had been added to the churches within this
circuit.
In the fall of 1832 he was appointed to the far away Tecumseh Circuit up in Michigan. He told of his move
to Michigan in a letter to Editor James Watson, published in the first Michigan Christian Advocate on January

1, 1852.
As I was quite young and as my appointment was very distant from home, it was now a severe trial to bid
adieu to fond parents, dear brothers and sisters -- to the scenes of my boyhood, and all the pleasant endtMIIlents
and associations of home. I shall never forget the morning of my departure. Every member of the family
looked sadly. . When all w~s ready, I took my leave of the family. But so deep was the feeling that no one
could give utterance to that solemn and feeling word farewell. I walked hastily to the gate, where stood my
noble horse-- threw my saddle-bags upon_his back, mounted, and set out upon my journey to the far north.
II

And after performing a journey of some four hundred miles, I arrived in the village of Adrian, and put up
for the Sabbath at the house of Rev. Milton Foote, one mile east of the village. The house was built of round
poles covered with bark, and floored with bass-wood trees split in two and placed with the flat side up. The
prospect for earthly comforts was very small indeed; but such was the kindness of the family, and such the
spirit of goodness and piety which dwelt there, that it made a happy home for the weary traveler.
On the Sabbath, I preached my first sermon in Michigan. The meeting was held in the school house which
is still standing but is now .. a mechanic shop. After the public services were over, the society tarried for classmeeting -- at the close of which an invitation was given, to those who might feel so disposed to unite with the
church; when Nathan Comstock, a Quaker by birth and education, came forward, and offered himself to the
M.E. Church-- He was received; and he made a very useful member.
II

MEMORIES OF MINISTRY AROUND CLINTON IN 1836-37
John H. Pitezel who became famous for his missionary service in the Lake Superior region, came up to
southern Michigan in 1836 and was made junior preacher on the Tecumseh Circuit. Long after he wrote a few
of his memories of life here. "In 1836-37, I was brought into close relation and friendship with the Boynton
brothers, who lived then near Clinton, Lenawee County, Mich." The Boynton brothers, Jeremy and V.G., soon
went into the ministry and served on the west side of the state.
Early Methodism had an organization known as the Band. The Band was composed of persons of the same
sex for intimate personal confession and counsel; these people were very zealous, very religious. Our modem
historians like Sweet and Norwood seem not to know of them. Pitezel surprises us. "Band Societies as you
know, were then in vogue with the Methodists as a good institution only needed holy living to keep them in
countenance. As my records will show, there were three of these bands within the bounds of the old Tecumseh
circuit, which I had the honor to form and supervise.
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Ministry Around Clin..on(continued)
"One of these bands located at Clinton, met every Sunday morning at five o'clock, winter and summer. The
members were Jeremy Boynton, VG Boynton, Francis B. Bangs, Enoch Holsdock, now of the Indiana
Conference, and myself. When I came into that part of the circuit, I usually put up witl\ Father Joseph Bangs,
midway between Tecumseh and Clinton. This was one of the cherished homes of the traveling preachers.
Early Sunday morning Francis B., then an exhorter, and I, would saddle our horses, and go to Clinton to meet
with the band. Very precious were some of these sessions. Three times to preach, severdl miles to ride, dass
meetings, etc., filled up the day. Literally with us there was no melancholy voice: no moment lingered
unemployed, or unimproved."
l. Joseph Bangs( 1777-1848) was a brother of the celebrated Dr. Nathan Bangs. He was a blacksmith, a farmer,
and an active local preacher, a power for God and the Methodist Church in the area from Tecumseh to
Saline. His son Francis B. Bangs was to become a leading Methodist preacher on the west side of the st?te.
A RESEARCH EXAMPLE
Last September the archivist offered two workshops for local church historians, on the 19th and 28th. At
the latter, we had 12 people representing the Howell, Ann Arbor West Side, Saline, Rollin Center, Salem
Grove, Frenchtown, Deerfield, Allan Park, and Novi Churches. As part of the d ...y's program they wen~ paired
off and given the name of a church; they were to work on the early history of that church, using materials
which the archivist assembled for them, The twosome who ltad Dixboro were given the C .... ference Minutes
from 1851 to 1858, the year the church was built. They were to look for anything to illuwi··n te the early
history of Dixboro; it was suggested that they study the reports of the Conference t ' issionary Su-:i~ty .
In 1851 the Michigan Conference began appointing a minister to "Ann Arbor Second Charge." In the t652
minutes missionary reports there is a mention of Dixboro. We give the complete report:
"Ann Arbor -- 2d Charge (Missionary clothing forwarded to A.C. Shaw, as follows:
From Loci & Scio Female Miss. Soc. in good or Nottawa Miss.
9 45
15 72
From Wxborouw Female M. & B.S.
From S.S. Children, Brock's Neigh.
300
From Ladies, Brock's Neigh.
6 50
From Female Sewing Society, Ann Arbor
23 00
From Children of S.S. 2d Charge
200
From Dixborou2h S.S. cash
200
From Sunday Collections
8 38
For China Mission, (5 00)
For Irish Mission in this State, (5 00)
Ten dollars to constitute Mrs. E. A. Hickey a life member of the Mich. Conference Missionary Society.)
1bis report reveals that Dixborough was a going Methodist Society in 1852 with a Sunday School, ar.·~ a
strong Female Missionary and Bible Society which had raised $15.72, a good amount for that time. Lodi is
the township northwest of Saline or southwest from Ann Arbor; Scio is the township to the west and northwest
of Ann Arbor. Their Missionary Society was strong. The Brock's Neighborhood had a Sunday School and
women' s group. In later years there was a Methodist Church in Lodi Township. Ann Arbor, Second Charge,
was a circuit around Ann Arbor.
The 1853 Minutes' Missionary Report reveals that Dearbomville covered Sheldon's Class, Prairi's Class,
Wood's Ctass, Homer's Class, Robbin's Class, Pullin's CldSs, Nankin Class(Garden City), Huron Class,
Delville, Wayne, and Rawsonville. We know the location of some of these classes; dol'.. '!ess researcJl would
tum up the locations of more. So we gain an idea of the large amount of country covered by this Crrcuit.
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HOW THE RISE OF THE RAILROADS
AFFECTED METHODIST MINISTERS IN MICHIGAN. PART II.
by Ronald A. Brunger
By the middle of the 19th century as more Methodist ministers had the chance to "take the cars" and travel
quicker and easier by railroad to Annual Conference, its easy to see how they would prefer to do this. In 1848
the Michigan Annual Conference met over on the western side of the state at Kalamazoo. The Michigan Central
Railroad now ran west from Detroit to Kalamazoo.
That year three Methodist min~1ers in the Shiawassee County Area, banded together and headed southwest
on horseback to get to Kalamazoo for Conference. The railroad was too far south to offer a practical alternative
to them. We have only one story from their journey, but it illustrates the hardships possible in the old
fashioned mode of transportation. The preachers were Eli Westlake of the Shiawassee Circuit, Seth Reed of
Bennington Circuit, and Thomas Wakelin. Reed writes that each was "riding a large, fine horse(and I would
not advise any Methodist preacher to own any other kind). " They had to cross the Grand River in a wilderness
area where there were few settlers and no sawmills. Presumably between the present sites of Grand Ledge and
Lansing.
Here they fell into difficulty as Reed narrates it. "The bridge across the river was made of tamarack poles,
built high to avoid the spring swellings of the river, and commencing far back from the shores to secure the
utmost level to the bridge. The abutments were square pens built of poles, with larger poles for stringers,
reaching from one pen to another, and the whole covered by the tamarack poles. Riding in single file across
this bridge, my horse first, and brother Wakeline's next, the poles under his horse's hind feet rolled, and he
struggling fell to the bottom of the pen, some seven or eight feet deep, but fortunately it was the last pen before
coming to the water. I rode on through the woods and found a man who would come with an axe and chop
the horse out. No serous injury resulted to the horse or to any of us. But we were intensely interested . .. while
at work, to find ourselves in the presence of a swarm of yellow wasps whose home we had thoughtlessly broken
up, and they seemed delighted in impressing their inverted blessings on us."
After they got the horse out of the pen, the men would have to rebuild the pen and the bridge sections on
either side. Certainly the trip to Kalamazoo must have consumed three days.
By 1850 railroad traffic was becoming a little faster, better and safer. Editor James V . Watson wrote in this
"Family Favorite and Temperance Journal" about a recent trip he had made to Cincinnati. He had taken an
Erie and Kalamazoo train from Adrian down to Toledo, where he supped "At Thayer's, the only good Inn in
the place." He got on a boat, the Clinton which conveyed him through the night to Sandusky. There he took
the train and described it thus: "whence with a whistle and a jerk--a kind of hop, skip, and jump process of this
age of progress, we found ourselves at nine o'clock of the evening of the day we left the Lake, entering the
Queen City by the light of the conflagration of one of its steamboats."
He tried to express his wonder at traveling so far in one day! He felt that the agricultural resources of Ohio
were equal to the "deltas of the old Nile that stored the cribs of Joseph." He marvelled to think that there were
140,000 people in Cincinnati. He felt that many of the streets of the big city were too narrow and filthy. He
was impressed by magnificent public buildings and splendid private residences on the hills. He rejoiced to visit
the Methodist Book Concern, "the frequent resort, the omni.um gatherum of the Methodist City Clergy and of
visiting preachers." He met a number of western Methodism and hated to leave the happy fellowship he found
in Cincinnati.
Michigan had been unfortunate in floating its railroad loan in a time of deep depression. She received little
more than $2,500,000 in cash but incurred a debt of $5,000,000 plus interest. By 1845 Michigan's resources
seemed exhausted. The ' interest charges on the debt were three times greater than the highest tax that had ever
been collected in the state.' Many people decided that the state must sell the railroads and get out from the
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The Railroads and the Methodist Preachers(continued)
burden of debt. Perhaps private investors could do better at building more railroads. In 1846 the Michigan
Central which had reached Kalamazoo, was sold for $2,000,000. The Michigan Southern which had reached
Hillsdale from Monroe, was sold for $500,000.
The new Michigan Central Railroad Company managed to start construction west of Kalamazoo in 1848.
Sensing the coming importance of Chicago, the company was able to veer the line southward, reaching not
towards St. Joseph but to New Buffalo in the southwest comer of the state. Michigan's peninsula had been
spanned.
Stage coach lines began to spring up to carry passengers and freight out from the railroad to important
centers. Before 1849, stage lines had taken passengers from the west end of the railroad to St. Joseph, where
passengers took a boat to Chicago. Several lines of daily stages meeting the trains at Jackson, were established.
Jackson was connected with Adrian, and with Grand Rapids. In 1849 a new route ran up to Lansing, after the
state capital was e~-tablished there-in tfie Wilderness.-.At Marshalf Davia Hendrys used 25 to 30 horses and etght
stages for his lines that connected Lansing to the north and Coldwater to the south, with the Central Railroad
there.
The stage coach had an iron railing around the top where extra baggage, or an extra passenger might be
stowed. The driver occupied a high seat in front. Under his feet was a place for the mail; on each side of his
seat was a lamp to light the way somewhat in the dark hours. Inside were three seats, which seated nine
passengers. Usually four horses hauled the stage. The driver was the monarch of the road, and everything was
supposed to get out of his way. As the stage neared a tavern, post office, or a town, the driver drew a tin hom
from the sheath at his side and blew a blast to announce the arrival of the stage. It was dramatic. The road
was less so. Often the passengers were asked to alight and help pry the wheels out of the mud. There was a
saying that "if you ride the stage, you will have go to foot and carry a rail."
A possible remedy for poor roads now seemed to appear. In the late 1840's and in the 1850's, the plank
road craze hit Michigan. With lots of woods, and sawmills being constructed wherever there was considerable
settlement, the production of planks in quantity became feasible. Planks used for roads were generally eight
feet long and three inches think. They were fasted to runners laid parallel to the roads' direction. A plank road
was a toll road. When new, the plank roads were wonderfully smooth. The trouble was that they deteriorate
rapidly, and in a few years lumber became more scarce and expensive. For a few years the plank roads were
important. A plank road built in 1850 to connect Grand Rapids with the railroad at Kalamazoo, was very
---important until-the railroad reached GraiKfRapids in l858.
The Michigan Southern Railroad ran its first train into Chicago on February 20, 1852. A little later in May,
the Michigan Central had reached Chicago. The business of each railroad rapidly expanded. The Michigan
and Pontiac Railroad early charted, finally reached Pontiac in 1843. This railroad was the butt of many jokes
in early years for its slow and inefficient operations. Plans were made for a railroad west from Pontiac to Lake
Michigan in Ottawa County. Financing was difficult. Construction didn't start untill852. The road was only
opened to Fentonville, 50 miles from Detroit on October 2, 1855. By July 1856 it reached Owosso.
By 1860 a total of 799 miles of railroad had been built in Michigan, consisting mainly of the three lines
spanning the Lower Peninsula from east to west. The Michigan Southern had a feeder line connecting Toledo,
Monroe, and Detroit, and a line from Palmyra through Tecumseh and Clinton to Jackson completed in 1857.
Congress let down the bars in 1856 and began giving large grants of public land to assist in the building of
railroads. Usually alternate sections of land within 6 miles of the railroad's route, were given to help finance
the railroad. This ultimately made possible the building of the railroads in northern Michigan.
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The Railroads and the Methodist Preacher(continued)
Peter Marksman(l915-92), our famous 19th century Indian preacher, in 1856 was serving the Janesville
Indian Mission, centered at Kawkawlin, just northwest of Bay City. He had been in souther Michigan three
years, was a bit homesick, and decided to visit "his country" as he cal1ed the Upper Peninsula. Travel now
was a little easier with the hope of better and more steamships and railroads. He and his family took a
steamship from Bay City to Detroit. He attended to business matters and on July 15 took passage on the
steamer North Star for the Soo. Three preachers were fellow passengers, all bound for the Lake Superior
Indian Camp Meeting--James Shaw, the presiding elder of the Lake Superior District, Wellington H. Collins
(brother of Judson, the China missionary, and presiding elder of the Detroit District), and Manasseh Hickey,
who had served much as a missionary to the Indians of the Lower Peninsula.
The Indian Camp Meeting was held at the mission at Pt. Iroquois, about 20 miles west of the Soo. The
preachers "from below" were warmly greeted, especially Peter Marksman for he was one of their own. "Here
were gathered Indians from L'Anse .. and from the north shore of Lake Superior; able preachers from Canada,
besides the strong men from our own side." The meeting was one of great power and greatly enjoyed. After
this meeting the Marksmans joined a party who procured a large boat and set out for the second Indian Camp
Meeting held at Kewawenon(now the Zeba Indian Church just north of L'Anse). There they enjoyed the
familiar scenes, fellowship with old friends, the inspiration of the meeting.
Returning home alone, Peter went up to Eagle River to catch a steamer for the Soo. Thence he took another
steamboat to Detroit. Then he traveled out of Detroit on the Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad to Fentonville.
There he took a stage to Flint. Then on to the local Indian Camp Meeting in the Saginaw vaHey, which had
an attendance that summer of about 1,000 Indians, and a considerable number of whites. His colleagues were
happy to see him safely back.
We notice that going north in 1856 the railroads didn't help Marksman much. There were no railroads north
from Bay City. But when Peter found a railroad going his way, from Detroit to Fentonville, a 50 mile stretch,
he bought a ticket. For a long time the Upper Peninsula was virtually unattached by railroads. The Negaunee
iron mines were connected by rail with Marguette in 1857. During the Civil War, a railroad was built from
Marguette down to Escanaba so tbat iron ore could be shipped out from there in 1864. In the late 1870's a
railroad was pushed east from Marguette and the line was open to the Straits in December 188 1. About the
same time two railroads reached the Straits from the south, and the two peninsula were united by rail, using
a ferry at the Straits.
In the late 1860's the railroads were busily building branch lines to other towns. They solicited financial
aid from these towns, usually with success. By the late 1870's most of the southern Michigan was covered with
a network of railroads. Most of the Methodist preachers now went by train to Annual Conference.
The Detroit Annual Conference in 1867 met at Saginaw City, and passed two resolutions thanking the
railroads, and also the street car company in Saginaw, for their generous policy relative to the Conference.
"Resolved, That we appreciate highly the liberal policy of the D. & M., F. & H., and F. and
P.M. Railways for their generous conduct in extending half fare to the members of the
Conference, and we hope their noble precedent may save other lines of road from the disgrace
of withholding from religious bodies the prerogatives granted to demoralizing public amusement.
J .S. Smart, L.R. Fisk."
"Resolved, That our thanks are due and are hereby tendered to the Saginaw City Street
Railway Company for their generous and unprecedented liberality in granting free passes to the
members of the Conference. J.S. Smart, L.R. Fisk."
John H. Pitezel(l814-1906) was an outstanding Methodist missionary in the Lake Superior region for 9
years, 1843 to 1852, serving the last four years as Presiding Elder. He continued to b~ - ery interested in the
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The Railroads and the Methodist Preachers(continued)
Upper Peninsula and its progress. His health was poor and he had retired early. In 1882 he was able to go
north again, returning to his beloved Upper Peninsula.
This time he was able to simply take trains northward. He wrote articles for the press entitled, "Breezes
from Lake Superior". "I left Three Rivers, Michigan, the last day of May for the country of the great "unsalted
sea", was trundled rapidly over the air line of the Michigan Central Railroad to Jackson, and thence via Lansing
to Bay City. As we reached Saginaw City, twilight threw over us her benignant mantle and for some twelve
miles to Bay City the whole valley, containing about 100,000 people, seemed to be lighted with gas and electric
lights, giving a weird enchantment to the scene. I paused for the night and spent the next day pleasantly with
Dr. J. McEldowney. Dr. J.S. Smart was off doing the presiding elders' convention at Minneapolis."
"Taking a night train we landed next morning at Mackinac City--the city was yet, mostly on paper. At St.
Ignace I found a pleasant retreat for a stop over .. about 2500 inhabitants. Rev . J.B. Russell had recently left..
Rev. G.C. Squire, an evangelist from Canada. He secured a hall on State Street, where he opened artillery in
the midst of tlu! twent)' or more sa oons of the town. Himseff and wife are excellent vocalists, and with o rgan
accompaniment presided over by Mrs. Squire, they attract the crowd by the charms of sacred song. I was at
the second meeting, when the hall was nearly filled, and a large number stood and listened from the street. .
I preached Sabbath in the Methodist Church to a fair audience. "
"Marquette reached by the D.M. and M. Railroad, June 8th. The next day I spent in the city now claiming
8,000 people.. At night I went to the Methodist Church to hear the lecture of J.C. Ambrose of Evanston,
entitled "The Sham Family." The lecture, cutting right and left among all kinds of shams while largely caustic,
was laudatory of all true reform and progress, . At the M. E. Church Children's day was fittingly observed in
the morning, and in the evening, a beautiful tribute was paid by Rev. P.R. Parrish to J. Howard Payne."
Pitezel went on to visit Norway and Menominee, and then to a Methodist camp meeting near St. Paul. He
met an old friend there and reminded her that 32 years before they had eaten bear meat at the Sandy Lake
Indian Mission in northern Minnesota. As the capstone of his trip , Pitezel attended the Lake Superior Camp
Meeting at the old Kewawenon Mission beginning July 31, 1882.
The Camp Meeting wa on a beautiful site overlooking Keweenaw Bay, "well shaded and watered by several
living springs. " Pitezel informs us that there were then plans for development. "A mimber of lotS have been
sold, arrangements are made for street grading and the erection of a commodious hotel, and cottages will be
built in the near future." Presiding Elder John Russell and his family tented on the grounds; most of the
_preachers of the district were there~5 iq _number that year. "The meeting w_as spiritually and ~verywa_y
profitable. But the sympathy and interest nowhere centered more than among the Indians in the neat wigwams.
The fen:or of their devotions disarmed adverse criticism. As out of the common order, Monday, August 6th,
was celebrated as the semi-centennial of the introduction of Protestantism among the Objibways of Lake
Superior." We note that the railroads made it"possible for the Pitezels to have an extensive trip to the Upper
Peninsula and Minnesota in 1882. How they enjoyed it and marveled at the progress which had come.
In 1894 for the first time the Detroit Conference went to the Upper Peninsula to attend Annual Conference
at the Soo. A branch line of the D. S. S. & A. Railroad had been built from Trout Lake to the Soo in 1887.
Probably before the Conference made the decision to go so far north, they consulted the railroads and steamship
companies to be assured of cheap rates for the delegates. On the evening of the Sixth and last day of the
conference, a resolution of thanks was passed, pres_ented by Rev. William H. Shier:
"Resolved that the thanks of this Conference be and are hereby extended to Rev. J.E.
Whalen, the Presiding Elder of the Lake Superior District, to Rev. C.M. Thompson, the pastor
and to the members of this church, and to the citizens of Sault Ste. Marie, for their generous
hospitality in entertaining the Conference; also to our beloved Bishop for his able and impartial
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The Railroads and the Methodist Preachers(continued)
Presidency; to the railroad and steamboat companies for reduced rates for travel, and to the Sault
Ste. Marie Savings Bank and Loan Company for accomodations and courtesies to our
treasurers.--Simpson W. Homer, W.W. Washburn, W.H . Shier."
It is hard for us in 1992 to realize that in the early years of this century up to the 1920's, railroads tied
together nearly every town in the state, and people travelled by train. The late Charles Bragg entered the
ministry of the Methodist Protestant Church in Michigan in 1906. Rev. Bragg was on the Goodland Circuit
in 1911-12. His Conference had published a "Pastor's Record Book" in 1911. In this book he recorded his
pastoral visits, sermons preached, baptism, members received, funerals, weddings, prayer meetings, Sunday
School Sessions, and Ladies Aid Societies attended. Very interesting to us is the fact that in 1911-12 Bragg
recorded: "MILES DRIVEN(by horse and buggy) 2,561 MI. Traveled by Rail418 Miles." He would have
traveled by train to the M.P. Conference at Midland Park, near Kalamazoo, about 300 miles round trip. He
preached in some other towns in the Thumb and probably took the train. The train was important if one were
in a hurry, or had a distance to go.
Within a few years the way of living changed. After World War I the Methodist preachers moved from the
horse and buggy to Model-T Fords or other cars, and before long the trains were forgotten and began to
disappear. But for many years the railroads were very important to the Methodist ministers.

The First Michigan Christian Advocate 1851-52
"Revival. -- We are happy to report the Second M.E. Church in Adrian in a high state of spiritual and
numerical prosperity. From a membership of 60 it has advanced to 100, since Conference--unruffled harmony
of feeling pervades the entire Brotherhood. . our Sabbath School numbers 100 scholars. Our colleague, Brother
Davidson, is also laboring with success and brightening prospects in the 1st Church. His congregations are such
as evince .. a high appreciation of his ministry. -(Ed." Michigan Christian Advocate, January 8, 1852)
(Note: In 1851 the Adrian Methodists were prospering so much that it seemed wise to organize a second
Methodist church. It went well for a few years and then faltered, and in 1858, the second church was
disbanded.)
-

-

-

- .

- -- -- - -

- - - ----

In Adrian on January 8, 1852, wheat was worth 58 cents a bushel; corn cost 37 cents; flour was $3 a barrel,
oats 20-22 cents a bushel; cheese 6.25 cents a lb., eggs 18 cents a dozen, butter 14 cents a pound; hay $7 a
ton, porK $3.50 or 4.00 per hundred weight; wood $1.25 a cord, barley 50 cents a bushel, rye 45 cents a
bushel, cranberries $1.25 a bushel; salt $1.50 a barrel, potatoes 45 cents a bushel, and beef 2.5 to 3.5 cents
a pound. Michigan Christian Advocate, January 8, 1852.

