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Rev. Eugenia F. st. John
March is Women's History Month and
thought it appropriate to highlight
Eugenia F. st. John, the first woman
delegate to the Methodist Protestant
General
Conference
held
in
Westminster, Maryland in 1892.
She was born near the city of Elgin,
Illinois.
She completed the grade
and high school courses at the age
of fourteen. At this young age she
became a teacher.
In 1869 she
married Charles H.
st.
John a
Methodist Protestant minister. When
he became ill in 1878 she became a
licensed preacher and filled in for
her husband.
Eugenia was active in the Woman's
Foreign Missionary Society and for
four years served as its state
secretary.
She was also an active
temperance speaker.
Eugenia became the first lady in
Colorado to be elected to the Right
Worthy Grand Lodge of Good Templars
and was a delegate to the national
meeting in Washington, D.C. in 1833.
She was also elected to the World
sunday School Convention. As we can
easily see she was a very involved
woman and traveled to nine countries
and in most of the states and
territories in her own land.
In 1887 Eugenia was ordained as a
minister and evangelist.
In 1892

March 1994
Eugen1a was elected to represent her
conference at the General Conference
held in Westminster, Maryland.
Not only was she an active and
effective Christi an,
but as an
unknown writer wrote: "Mrs. st. John
has charge of her own house; can
slip into the kitchen and prepare
her own meals; is a housekeeper, and
believes it is the first duty of
women to make housekeeping perfect
in all its departments."
I am
positive the Eugenia F. St. John was
an inspiration for many people in
her day and even today.

* * *
HERITAGE SUNDAY
APRIL 24, 1994
The Book of Discipline indicates
that
"Heritage sunday shall be
observed on April 23, the day in
1968
when the United Methodist
Church was created by the union of
the Evangelical
United
Brethr en
Church and the Methodist Church, or
the Sunday following that date. It
falls during Eastertide, the season
in
which
we
remember
the
Resurrection and triumph of our
Lord.
Heritage Sunday call s t he
Church to remember the past by
committing itself to the continuing
call of God.
"
John Wesley, among other things,
insisted that God's saving love is
for all. Each United Methodist
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WATERTOWN CENTRE
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Church is challenged to celebrate
Heritage Sunday in one way or
another. The General Conference has
suggested a theme for this year:
CELEBRATING
PERFECTION.

OUR

HERITAGE

OF

Dr. John G. McEllhenney of the
General
Board
on
Archives
and
History has
written,
"United
Methodist Christians seek to love
God with all the physical , mental,
and spiritual energy that is in them
and to love their neighbors as they
love themselves. To do so is to be
perfect in love.
But remembrance
perfection is not static; it is a
moving target.
Wesley admonished
his followers:
'When ye have
attained a measure of perfect love,
think not of resting there.
You
cannot stand still; you must either
rise or fall.
Therefore the voice
of God to the children of God is,
"Go forwa rd."'
... Wesley wrote:
'There is no absolute perfection on
earth.
There is no perfection ...
which does not admit of a continual
increase.
So that how much soever
any man hath attained, or in how
high a degree soever he is perfect,
he hath still need to "grow in
grace," and daily to advance in the
knowledge and l ove of God his
Savior.'"
Suggestions for the observance of
Heritage
Sunday
are
in
the
Interpreter.
You may want to have
an older member tell of his/her
remembrances of the early days of
your church, you may want to c:t.e ate
a display, or a collage of pictures
depicting
the
his tory
of
your
church.
DO SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE
HERITAGE SUNDAY.

* * *

{In 1929 D.G.
Stubbs wrote
a
historical sketch of the Watertown
Methodist Episcopal Church. It was
located near Millington}
Earliest accounts of the work at
Watertown Centre lead us to believe
that it began sometime during the
fall or winter of 1858.
The first Methodist preacher on the
field was a man by the name of
Kilpatrick.
He is said to have
preached the first sermon in a
little log house belonging to Amos
Kinney, the father of Andrew, John,
George and Charles, on the farm
where Andrew Kinney now resides.
The country of course was very
thinly populated and hardly enough
persons were within driving distance
to make it worthwhile to attempt to
organize a society for several
years .
Howev~r, in 1866 we find a
little group worshiping in the log
school house on the corner where the
church now stands. A parsonage had
been built on what is now known as
the Carrie Markle farm and the
minister was supplying this group
and also the society in Deerfield.
A new parsonage was built about 1871
on what is now known as the Leon
Dawson farm.
This site was about
1/4 mile east of the church.
In the year 1875 this church was
made a part of the Millington
charge.
Robert L. Cope was the
first pastor.
He tried to arouse
the enthusiasm of the people to
build a church, but such an edifice
was not built till the coming of
Rev. Curnalia. He served the charge
_three years and in the last year saw
the present structure erected in
1880.
Presiding Elder Smart and
Brother
Atkinson
of
Bay
City
dedicated it.
Following Curnilia, Rev. McCune was
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a new church, but they were just
getting started themselves, and felt
they could not help at that time.

appointed to the Mayville charge
(Watertown in the meantime being
transferred from Millington charge
to Mayville charge).
The greatest
revival
in the history of the
community was held the winter of
1881.
Almost 100 persons were
converted, many of them being mature
men
and women.
This
greatly
strengthened the struggling society
and for years those added to the
church following this revival were
the principle supporters.

Court Street Methodist Church took
us under their wing, and that is how
we became Methodist
instead of
Baptist.
It about broke Miss
Carmen's heart.
I remember as a
child
that
we
had
Christmas
programs. Little girls were always
angels, and little boys were wisernen
and shepherds.
There was always a
Christmas tree, and a small box of
candy for each child.

A choir was organized when the
church
was
built
under
the
leadership of a man named Briggs,
who led it for a year or so.
Following him, S.H. Dwelly took
charge and led the choir for nearly
40 years.

*
FLINT I

* *
LINCOLN PARK

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
{Alta Small Lee is the member of
Flint, Lincoln Park United Methodist
Church who has been there the
longest and was asked to write her
memories.}
In 1919 Fenton Road was a two lane
dirt road, not too many cars, and in
rainy weather they were stuck in the
mud.
Lincoln Park Church was the first
church out Fenton Road.
Miss Emma
Carmen would gather the children on
Sunday and have Sunday School in her
horne, located where the South Flint
Plaza is now, on Fenton Road and
Hemphill.
As more people moved out Fenton
Road, Miss Carmen saw the need for a
church.
She hoped her church, the
First Baptist Church, would sponsor

By this
time we were
in the
farmhouse on the site of our present
church. Reverend Hoyt and Reverend
Ostrander were our ministers. There
were oil lamps with reflectors on
the walls to make light, and an
outhouse, and an outdoor pump by the
kitchen door.
Most of our meetings were held in
the daytime.
As I remember it,
church was held in the afternoon.
In summer the children played out in
the yard- until they got too noisy,
and our parents brought us inside,
they sort of yanked us in as we ran
past the door.
I remember spending many hours at
Miss carmen's horne and her beautiful
living room, and the grape arbor in
her yard.
She was an artist, and
had painted an angel border around
her living room. She had two poodle
dogs, and I was very fond of them.
At this time our young people
consisted of five young men and
seven young women, who were called
"Loyal Daughters."
In 1921 the
Loyal Daughters published a cook
book called, "Mother Hubbard's Model
Cupboard. " The secretary's name was
Edna Vasbinder.
Later this young
people's group was renamed "The
Epworth League."
I remember my sister, Nettie Small
married Cassius Taylor on August
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21,1921 and became the first couple
married in the church, though the
actual ceremony was held at Reverend
Ostrander's house.
Nettie and
Cassius Taylor's daughter, Marilyn,
was the first baby born to members
of the new church on January 28,
1923.
During these early years we had many
dinners -- cooked on a four-burner
oil stove.
People bought pots and
pans as the church had need.
, During my high school days we had
sleigh rides in the winter ending at
the
Hollingshead
home
on
East
Atherton Road.
We also had ice
skating parties that ended with hot
chocolate at the church.
My first Sunday School teacher was
Marjorie Taylor Lang, who was my
baby sitter.
Later teachers were
Mrs. Donnelly, Mrs. Edna Bradford,
Mrs. Lula Beebe and Mrs. Robinson.
In later years and in the remodeled
church we had fish suppers once a
month and I was chairperson.
We
would
clear
about
two
hundred
dollars, and oh, how the church
would smell of fish on the sunday
morning following. It did not smell
nearly as good as it had on Friday
evening.
During the depression years we had a
soup kitchen and sewing room, and
filled baskets at Thanksgiving and
Christmas time.
I am so happy my family joined
Lincoln Park M.E. Church in the
first year after it was chartered.
It is the only church to which I
have belonged.
I was on Miss
Carmen's Cradle Roll, and I feel the
influence of my mother, Lucy Small,
and of Mrs. Edna Bradford, Mrs. Lula

Beebe and Mrs. Robinson chartered my
life.

*

*

*

CONTINUING AUTOBIOGRAPHY
REV. PHILIP HENRY POHLY
{Philip Henry Pohly was born in
Detroit on December 1, 1859.
His
parents moved to a farm in St. Clair
County,
Michigan.
He
was
an
Evangelical
United
Brethren
minister.
We pick up his story as
he is appointed to Waterman in
Detroit.}
Against the wishes of our beloved
Presiding Elder, Rev. John Kirn, we
were sent to Waterman Ave, West
Detroit. It was said that Rev. J.A.
Frey, P. E. , made the statement to
the Stationing Committee that, "if
you will not give me Brother and
Sister Pohly for Waterman Ave, we
will be obliged to sell the property
and go elsewhere".
Thank God the
church was not sold but built up in
a most holy way. Fifty-two members
were added to the church the first
year and so the work went on, in a
most pleasant and holy way , as t h e
Lord saw fit and best to lead. His
name be praised for all.
What a
blessing it is that the Lord can use
the weak things of earth to build up
His work and cause.
We had the
pleasure of building up the Young
Peoples
Society
-Y.P.A.,
in
Detroit ...
After we had the young people of
West Detroit organized, they did a
most wonderful work in the church,
for the salvation of others.
They
would go out in small groups o f two
and three during the week and pray
with the people and invite the m to
the services.
There were but two
Sundays from August until the next
Conference session but there would
be souls at the altar seeking Jesus,
their Saviour, for salvation.
Why
not such workers in every church!
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The world would be won for Jesus in
ten years.
So Wesley said many
years ago, "Give me ten men that are
afraid of nothing but sin, and I
will save the world in ten years."
... so we were sent to Owosso after
being but two years with the good
Washtenau people.
I must make mention of one of the
most powerful and demonstrative
revivals that we held, in which
God's wonderful help and power was
shown at the Sharon Church. Rev .- A.
Frey, a local minister, said, when I
spoke to him about a
revival,
"Brother Pohly, there is no use
trying.
You will just spend your
time in vain."
I said,
"However,
dear Brother, I feel impressed to
try. I know the Lord, the dear Lord
Jesus, will be with us."
I announced the meetings and for
three weeks the big Sharon Church,
seating about 200 people, was filled
most of the time.
Thank God,
between 40 and 50 people confessed
to being converted and joined the
church
during
the
two
short
conference years.
... we
were
sent
to
Carleton,
Michigan, where we did some real
hard work for a few years and were
obliged to ask Conference for a year
or two rest, which they gladly
granted. We thought some of moving
to Naperville, Ill., as Glen was
ready for his college course.
But
as soon as Mrs. Sweitzer, Mrs.
Pohly's cousin, heard that we were
going to move to Naperville, she at
once sent us word that she had been
praying that God would send some one
to her home to help her.
She was
about giving out and must have some
one to help her and that we would be
just the people to fill the bill.

So we decided to go to Chicago and
give ass istance to this work.
But
let us turn back to Carleton and
notice
some
of
the
work
we
accomplished there before we moved
to Chicago ...
When we arrived in carleton, things
looked very bad and discouraging.
The parsonage was anything but
inviting. It was the next thing to
tumbling down and we said to the
Trustee Board that we would not
think of putting our furniture into
a building of that kind. They said
that the times, on account of the
war, were so bad that they could not
possibly think of building a new
parsonage . There was a small frame
house across the way and it was
empty. We saw the owners of it and
they were very kind and said, "Just
put your furniture into the house
and stay there as long as you need
it and it will be all right."
We
did that,
and as soon as our
Evangelical people saw that we meant
business, they went to work and
began tearing down the old rickety
parsonage . . . . they went right at it
and bui 1 t as fine a house as the
people did in owosso . . . . All the
people were happy and pleased to
have such a fine parsonage for their
minister.
The people said that no
minister but Brother and Sister
Pohly, could get the people started
to build. They know how to get them
started.
•tsomeone said that it couldn't be - done,
But he with a chuckle replied
That "maybe it couldn't but he would
be one
Who wouldn't say so till he'd tried.
So he buckled right in with a trace
of a grin
On his face. If he worried he hid
it.
He started to sing as he tackled the
thing
That couldn't be done--and he
did it!"
--Edgar
Guest
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ARCHIVIST'S ACTIVITIES

CAMP MEETINGS

In the last issue of the Historical
Messenger I requested stories and
information about Camp Meetings here
in Michigan. Reverend David Snyder
the pastor of the Zeba Indian
Mission
United Methodist Church
forwarded
some very
interesting
information. He sent along a letter
which in part reads as follows:
"Anin!"
Ojibwa ...

Greetings

or

Hello

in

I'm writing in response to your
request for Camp Meeting information
in
the
most
recent
Historical
Messenger. Our Zeba Church and the
Native American community at Zeba
has a long history of camp meetings
as you will learn in reading the
orange
history
booklet.
I've
included two copies of Camp Meetings
from earlier in this century ... I
don't know how lllflch more of this
kind
of
valuable
historical
information we may have squirreled
away in trunks, attics and dresser
drawers - but my best guess is that
there is more available - i f we
would just get serious and ask and
look! ...
We are still meeting every summer
for a week of Camp Meetings - - as I
understand it, these meetings have
been
continuous
since
their
inception in the 1830's ...
{We will have more on the Camp
Meetings at the Zeba Indian Mission
in
the
next
edition
of
the
Historical Messenger.
PLEASE SEND
ALONG YOUR STORIES AND MEMORIES OF
CAMP MEETINGS. }

* * *

January started out as a slow month.
That was good since I became snowed
in in New Hampshire and was delayed
in
returning
to Adrian .
The
inquiries have picked up and are
interesting and challenging. There
were three persons doing research in
the Archives.
There continues to be a large number
of requests for verification of a
persons baptism. We were fortunate
in
being
able
to
provide
certification for about half of the
requests.
fiE DO NEED THE RECORDS
FOR CLOSED CHURCHES. IF YOU KNCM OF
THEIR WHERE-ABOUT'S, PLEASE SEE THAT
THEY ARE FOIMARDED TO THE ARCHIVES.

There have been some interesting
inquiries.
One person asked about
the stand of the Methodist Church
on abortion during 19th century in
Michigan.
Another person inquired
about the Evangelical Church in
Michigan.
Other inquiries resulted in research
concerning the following:
CHURCH
Cass City, MPC
Detroit, East Grand Blvd. MEC
Detroit, Whitefield
Flint, Central UMC
Garden City, UMC
Monroe, First EUB
River Rouge, Epworth
MINISTERS
Carl Adolph Philip Halmhuber
George w. Maddox
James Ralph Wooten
Henry Worthington

