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RESOURCE ALERT!

WHY THE DELAY
"The
Historical
Messenger"
was
delivered late to many of you in
January.
The mailing was sent out
to the ministers of the Conference
but no copies were forwarded to your
archivist for distribution. When I
learned of the situation I printed
additional copies and sent them out
to the Friends of the Archives. The
Conference is now charging the
Archives budget for printing and
sending "The Historical Messenger"
to ministers.
This expense was
previously absorbed by the Service
Center and so our 1995 budget does
not cover this service.
We have
requested additional funds for 1995
and will resume this service if they
are forthcoming.
Members of the
Friends, please share your issues
with your pastor.

* * *
ANNUAL · MEETING

It has been announced that the
Detroit
Annual
Conference
will
commence on Monday evening June 5th.
The Friends of the Archives and the
Commission on Archives and History
will thus be meeting also on Monday.
Further details will be forthcoming
in the May issue of "The Historical
Messenger".
Please
mark
your
calendar and plan to attend.

* * *

Heritage Sunday falls on April 23
this year.
The 1995 theme is
"United Methodist Witnesses
for
Jesus Christ: Founders."
For the
past
few
years
the
General
Commission on Archives and History
have published a resource booklet
for
local
churches
wishing
to
celebrate Heritage Sunday.
This
year they are trying something
different.
The new resource packet is entitled
Celebrating Our United Methodist
Heritage.
The cost is just $7.00
plus $2.50 for postage and handling.
It can be ordered from:
General Commission on Archives
and History
P.O. Box 127
Madison, NJ 07940
Among other things it includes:
The Planning Guide will get you
started - with ideas for deciding
what special days to celebrate and
tips on organizing a committee,
budgets,
setting
goals,
and
publicity.
A Songbook of Ideas suggests
dozens of ways to
tell your
church's
story,
celebrate
your
heritage of music, honor special
people, reach out to your community,
and make history a ministry in your
local church.
Voices From Our Past brings you
the words of people like . . . John
Wesley, Mary McLeod Bethune, Francis
Willard, Chief Between-the-Logs, and
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many other women and men from our
past .
The Resource Directory gives
you ... addresses and phone numbers
of agencies that can help you,
titles of useful books, and advice
about finding historical information
about your church.

* * *
MARK THE DATE

The annual meeting of the North
Central Jurisdiction Commission on
Archives and History will be hosted
by the Illi noi s Central Conference
at Illinois Wesleyan University.
The dates are July 10 through 13.
More details about program and cost
will be available in the May issue
of "The Historical Messenger."

* * *
DIARY OF A CHURCH
Reverend Kenneth A. Kohlmann with
the assistance of Jean Pettypool and
Helen Mercier compiled the history
of the Hope United Methodist Church.
It
is
entitled
"A
Past
to
Remember. . . A Future to Mold ... "
Historical information is arranged
by the year and contains lots of
interesting facts and activities. I
enjoyed reading about their Oyster
Suppers.
How many churches have
successful Oyster suppers.
They
were resourceful and successful.
"The Hope United Methodist Church is
located on the west side of Van Dyke
one block north of 24 Mile Rd.
In
1849,
the hamlet of Disco was
platted. In 1850, the Disco Academy
was built on the southwest corner of
Van Dyke and 24 Mile Rd .
In 1890,
the Methodist Protestant Society of
Disco erected a sanctuary which is
still part of the current building."

The PREFACE provides an interesting
introduction:
"One mile north of the geographic
center of Shelby Township, Macomb
County, Michigan, stands a hundredyear-old
symbol
of
the
former
village of Disco. As early as 1863,
the citizens of this stage coach
stop on the Concord Coach Line were
gathering to worship as Methodists.
It was about that time that those
folks
who
aligned
with
the
Congregationalists
and
the
Methodists formed a Christian Union
to share the upper floor of the
Disco Academy for worship ."
"In 1890, the Methodists dissolved
the
union
with
the
Congregationalists when they built
the Methodist Protestant Church at
Disco, about a quarter-of-a-mile
north of the Academy.
Through its
first century, this congregation has
been linked on circuits with other
Methodist churches: Clinton, Shelby,
Davis, and Mount Vernon. The former
two no longer exist, and the Davis
United Methodist Church is currently
linked with the Washington United
Methodist Church. The Mount Vernon
United Methodist Church is currently
linked church {with Hope} and has a
rich historical background of its
own.
There have been several
denominational name changes through
the years: Methodist Protestant ,
Methodist,
and
finally
United
Methodist.
In 1979, t h e Disco
United Methodist Church congregation
decided upon a name change after
being
lampooned
in
'National
Lampoon' magazine and became the
Hope United Methodist Church."
The diary method was employed in
this church history.
One of the
entries was for December 27, 1890.
"On Sunday last, wife and ourself
had the pleasure of attending the
dedicatory exercises of the new
Methodist
Protestant
Church
at
Disco, notwithstanding that we had
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quite a time in getting there, even
though it was but a drive of four
miles. After getting on our way for
about a mile and a half we met a
woman and a girl in a road cart, we
are giving over half of the road,
but woman fashion, she scarcely
turned out at all, driving at a good
smart gait and the result was a
collision of wheels the woman's rig
as well as ours being somewhat
injured. The little girl was thrown
out and her collar bone broken,
while one wheel of our rig was
completely
denuded
of
spokes,
letting the hub down unto the ground
with our horse ... we ... walked to
a farm house near by, borrowed a
plaeton (sic) and proceeded on our
journey ... We finally arrived at the
church
in ample time
for
the
services without any further mishap ,
where we found a perfect gem of a
church, full of people."

* * *
GIFT RECEIVED

Bill Barkell of the Houghten County
Historical Society forwarded to the
Archives two valuable resource books
that
deal
with
the
Keweenaw
Peninsula.
One of the books
is Keweenaw
Character by David Mac Frimodig. It
contains much color concerning the
Copper Country as indicated by some
of the chapter titles:
"Company
Town",
"Life on South Hill",
"Temple Jacob Congregation".
The
other book by Arthur W. Thurner is
entitled Strangers and Sojourners: A
History
of
Michigan's
Keweenaw
Peninsula.
It contains valuable
insights regarding Methodist work at
such
places
as
Central
Mine,
Keweenaw Bay mission, etc. It also
has
information
concerning
the

Sweeds, Finns and Native Americans.
They
promise
to
be
valuable
additions to our reference section.

* * *
HISTORY UPDATES
Several
churches
have
recently
forwarded to the Archives updates of
their
church
history
and
also
valuable
records,
booklets
and
newspaper clippings.
In January Lu Malmsten,
Church
Secretary at First United Methodist
Church in Escanaba sent materials
with the following letter:
"In response to the note in the
Historical
Messenger
regarding
church history, we decided to send
along some of the old and new
articles
regarding
our
church
history, since we are happy to be
celebrating the 125th Anniversary of
our local church this year."
As in the case of other churches
responding likewise, there has been
a
considerable
amount
of
very
interesting and valuable information
added to the church files of several
churches.

* * *
METHODISTS ON MADISON AVENUE

David L. Rappel recently forwarded a
copy of his valuable manuscript
entitled
Methodists
on
Madison
Avenue,
The
Life
Cycle
of
a
Congregation in Bay City, Michigan.
It is the story of the church from
1837 through 1987.
He writes "It
has been a
long time in the
production.
I hope that it may be
of some use in the struggle to
understand how we got to where we
are today."
It is true that our
knowledge and understanding of the
past greatly enhances our ability to
plan for the future.
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LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIAN
The Guidelines published by the
General Commission on Archives and
History
includes
a
statement
entitled "THIS IS YOUR JOB" which
contain the basic responsibilities.
1.
Encourage the keeping
of
accurate church records, including
minutes of business meetings of
various committees and groups.
2. Provide for the preservation of
all records and historical materials
no longer in current use.
3.
Promo te the understanding and
appreciation
of
the
local
congregation's history.
4.
If a written history of your
church does not exist, arrange for
the preparation of such a history.
Plan to update it regularly.
5.
Encourage interest in the
history and heritage of The United
Methodist Church.
6. Assist the pastor and others in
the annual observance of Heritage
Sunday.
7.
Serve as a member of the
Commission on Records and History,
if one exists.
"The local church historian is
elected by the Charge Conference on
nomination by the Committee on
Nominations and Personnel, or from
the floor, for a term of one year.
It is also recommended that the
his tor ian be
a
member
of
the
Administrative
Council
or
the
Council
on
Ministries.
The
historian may hold another office or
offices in the local church."

be added to their church file.
She indicated that some of the
information came from the following
sources: the Utica Sentinal and
newspaper clippings in a family
scrapbook.
A portion
of
the
material follows.
"Over 150 years ago worship services
for the early settlers were held in
a log school house, one mile north
and one-half mile east of the
present Church. At that time their
preachers were Circuit Riders.
February 4, 1844, the Church was
organized, Trustees were Joanathan
E. Davis, Duncan Gass, John Inman,
John Gass, Jr. , William Lyons, Robert
McGregor, and Horace Myers.
September
6,
1850,
land
was
purchased from Hiram Steele and a
church was built, which stood for
over 50 years.
The last services
held in the old church were May 9,
1895, before it was moved to west
Romeo Plank Road on the north side
of 27 Mile Road about one hundred
yards
from
the
present
corner
Church. Due to decay the old Church
building was torn down during the
last 4 months of 1992.
May 22, 1895, ground was
a n e w Church.

broken for

May-October, a new Church was built,
William Russell, a local building
contractor, hired a large force of
workmen. The structure is of Queen
Anne Victorian architecture.

DAVIS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

October 13, 1895, over 500 persons
attended the dedication of the new
M.E. (Methodist Episcopal) Church.
Cost of the new structure including
the bell, etc. was $2,700.00. Horse
and buggy sheds were built east of
the Church.
Some years later the
sheds were removed.

Queenie Fuhrman the Historian at the
Davis United Methodist Church sent
along seven pages of information to

The first parsonage was located in
Davis. About 1917 the Pastor moved
his residence to Washington. The

* * *
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Parsonage was on Van Dyke, which
burnt in June 1945.
In September
1945 the Pastor moved to Lind
Street. On May 12, 1965 purchase of
the present Parsonage at 59310 Van
Dyke was made.
1967, Church interior was remodeled
at a cost of #3,322.95.
1 968 , The Methodist Church merged
with the Evangelical United Brethren
Church to form the United Methodist
Church.
April 11, 1979, a new model
Allen Digital Computer Organ
instal led.

301
was

April 25, 1980, State Historical
Commission
listed
Davis
Church
building on the State Register of
Historical Sites."

* * *
GOING'S ON IN THE ARCHIVES
In addition to presenting the budget
request for 1996 to the CF&A your
Archivist attended a meeting in Holt
which brought together leaders of
the
West
Michigan
and
Detroit
Conference to hear information and
to discuss the proposal to each
Conference
regarding
possible
merger. Emily Boley has been moving
right along on the project of
inputting our materials on the
computer. The inquiries started out
slowly but picked up momentum. The
following represents the nature of
some of the requests.
MINISTERS
Charles Austin
William Brockway
Andrew Wellwood Burns
Henry Hitt Crane
Louis DeGrazia

I

James Fowler
John Granade
Samuel Graves
Josiah Pease Merchant
John Wesley Mulholland
David Munger
George W. Olmstead
William Pace
Cauley Perrin
Oliver Jacob Perrin
Edward Ramsdell
Dwight Ramsdell
Lewis Ramsdell
Stephen Ramsdell
Arthur C. Thompson
Daniel Braxton Turney
Henry Worthington
CHURCHES
Bay City, Salem Evangelical
Bay City, Zion Evangelical
Cheboygan, St. Paul
Cliff Mine
Detroit, East Grand Boulevard
Freeland
Pleasan t Va lley
Pontiac, Aldersgate
Pontiac, St. James
Port Huron , Gratiot Park
Rivervi ew
Waterford Central
OTHER RESEARCHES
Adrian College
Deans of Schools of Missions
Deans for Mission Institutes
Early American Method ism
18th Century Michigan Methodism
Illinois Conference MEC, South
Keweenaw Peninsul a
Methodist Protestant Church
Methodist Recorder
Missionary, Estella Forsyth
Quarterly Meetings
Society Methodists

* * *
151 YEAR OLD SHAWL
Marion Briggs Lilley is the great
granddaughter of Martha Elizabeth
Bishop Merchant .
She now lives in
Harrisville.
Recently she donated
to the Archives a shawl which Mrs.
Merchant brought over from England
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about 151 years ago. She also sent
an account of Reverend Josiah and
Martha Merchant that had appeared in
the Centennial
History
of
the
Harrisvi l l e Uni ted Methodist Church.

I hope you find it as interesting as
I did .
"The Detroit Methodist Conference
was
o rganized
in
1856.
The
Presiding Elder, i n the Port Huron
District of this Conference sent
Reverend Josiah P. Merchant to do
missionary work along the shore of
Lake Hur on .
His charge was from
wha t is now Tawas City to Alpena.
Reverend Merchant,
a
native of
Maine, worked diligently in the
villages within his charge. He was
instrumental in establishing several
Methodist Episcopa l churches.
" In 1861 he brought his family to
Harrisville, where they made their
home .
"Mrs. Merchant was from England and
having accepted Methodism proved
herself a good missionary .
She is
r emembered for her untiring work
among the sick and lonely people.
"When
the
Merchant's
came
to
Harrisville they had three children,
Francis, William and Almeda. Their
daughter
Edith
was
born
in
Harrisv i lle.
"Reverend
Me rchant
walked
from
village to village.
He was often
accompanied by Indians, who carried
mail along the shore.
In winter
they traveled by dog sled.
An
incident is recited concerning one
of his walks,
possibly by his
grandson, Ralph Briggs, who resided
on a farm southwest of Harrisville
until his death in 1961.
Reverend
Merchant would walk to the AuSable
River, where he would call until

someone would come to row him
across. He would do the same on his
return trip. One day, after calling
for some time without success, he
was appr oac hed by several drunken
men.
These men taunted and abused
him.
They threatened to make him
swim across the river. He was soon
rescued and rowed across the river.
This was his last trip that he made
to that area.
That was Oscoda,
Michigan
"Reverend Merchant continued his
ministry in Harris ville under the
direction of the Presiding Elder,
Reverend William Bigelow. He formed
membership classes,
organized a
Sunday School, and held regular
preaching
services
in
the
schoolhouse, where he taught without
thought of pay."
One of the centers where Reverend
Merchant apparently had a great
influence was in Alpena. From Mrs.
Lilley comes the information that
Merchant Street in Alpena was named
after him.
She also relates that
Josiah often traveled by canoe and
that he wore moccasins.

* * *
BEGINNINGS OF RICE METHODIST CHURCH
On April
30,
1954
Dr.
Gordon
Phillips met at Eight Mile Road and
Beech-Daly Road
with Dr. Albert
Gage a Baptist, Dr. Edward Wilcox a
Congregationalist and Reverend E.H.
Schaukauser an American Lutheran for
the purpose of the
viability
of
developing a Methodist Church in
North Redford Township.
The
first
worship service
was
November 7 , 1954 in the old Burgess
Public School with 34 persons in
attendance.
Deaconess Mary Belle
Steward
assisted in the worship
service and faithfully served them
until 1958. The Church received its
charter on December 12, 1954.

