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METHODIST HISTORICAL GLEANINGS
The Friends of the Archives were k
happy at our last meeting to find ourselves tn a financial position to pay
for a Michigan Historical Marker for one
of our historic sites. We are working
with the Soo Central United Methodist
Church and hopf.ng that the marker on the
site of our early Methodist Indian Mission there, can be manufactured and
placed on the site, so that we can have
a dedication service for the marker this
fall.
We have been held up on this project
by red tape in Lansing and lake Junaluska. For instance, a picture of the
site is required. We had to walt for
the snow to get off the golf course, so
that a proper picture of the site might
be taken. It was near the end of April
before the pictures could be taken. We
are looking forward to the Installation
of this marker, the first of several
that we envision.
The North Central Jurisdiction Convocation on Archives & History wil l be
held at DePauw University, Greencastle,
Indiana, July 11-13. Papers will be
presented on "Hymns of Early Methodlsm1;
11 The United Methodist Church ln Putnam
County"," The Hymn In the Class Meeting"
"The Methodist Image in the letters of
the American Home Missionary Society",
"The Historian and the Missionary." An
historical tour will come on Wednesday.
Workshops in oral history, archives, and
church records, will be presented. The
cost is $40. If Interested, send to The
Archives, Roy 0. West Library, Greencastle, Ind. 46135.
We are glad to inform you that the
Norlth Central Jurisdiction Commission on
Archives and History is doing something
significant In the field of our Ethnic
History. We have ordered the microfilming
of the Journa 1s of the fonre r lexIngton
and Central West Conferences, and these
(Cont. next column)

May 19?8
OUR ANNUAL MEETING--June 6
The Annual Meeting of the Conference Commission on Archives & History, and the Fr!~ ;, ds
of the Archives, will be held at Adrian College
on June 6, beginning at 10 a.m. This is ~ preconference meeting, held the day before the convening of the Annual Conference, for the convenience of most of our members. The pl~ce is the
Frank Stephenson Alumni Lounge in North Hall.
All dues paying members of the Friends, are most
cordially invited to be present.
A fine program has been planned which should
interest lovers of our Michigan Methodist heritage. rhe tentative ~rogram is as follows, subject to change:
10:00 a.m.--Devotions by Either Kim of Chelsea.
10:15 a.m.--"Bishop Thomas Nicholson", a
paper by Rev. Allan Gray.
H:15 a.m.--Business Session.
2:00 p.m.--Devotions by Sharon Scott of Clinton.
2:15 p.m.--"Bishop Edgar Blake", a paper
by Rev. Ralph Harper.
3:15 p.m.--Business Session.
4:00 p.m.-- 11 Black Methodists for Church Renewal"
a paper by Rev. David Jordan.
7:00 p.m.--"rrhe Rise of M- thodism In 0f!kland
Count~', by Rev.Ronald Brunger.
8:00 p.m.--Business Session.
8:30 p.m.--Slide Program by Rev. Helen Royce,
"Wanderings in New England and the Adirondacks."
We think you will agree that this is an
outstanding program this year, and the Executive Committee Is hoping for a good attendance.
If you are a conference member, check on your
registration forms, Tuesday lunch and dinner and
overnight lodging. If you are not a conference
member, we believe you can pay for your meals at
the door. Or you may send for tickets to Dores
Bishop, Registrar, Detroit Annual Conference,
1435 Meadowview Ct., Adrian, Mich. 492?1. Luncheonk is $2.20; Dinner $3.50. Let us look forward to a fine and interesting day on June 6.
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microfilms will be placed In the archives of each
of our Annual Conferences. lake Junaluska does
not have all of these journals, and is trying just
now to complete their file. We expect this project to be completed within a few months.
Reminder: "The Methodist Church in Michigan",
our two volume set sells now for only $8.00--a
real bargain. We would like to sell these books
and return the money to the Conferences.
Our Conference will entertain the Jurisdiction
Convocation In July 1979!
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ABEL WARREN
A NOTABLE LOCAL
PREACHER
(Concluding the Biography began In our March I ssue)

(II)

We noted previously that local preachers were very Important in early Methodism, espec!·
ally In frontier situations. Abel Warren was one of a group of able Methodist preachers who
came to Michigan in the late 1820's, or early 1830's. Abel was the son of Caleb and Rachel
(Webster) Warren, and was born Aug. 3, 1789 In Hampton, Washington County, N.Y., on the Vermont border. His family soon joined the migration from the New England area to Western N.Y .
Young Abel was In the War of 1812; he was severely wounded and captured In the battle
of Queenstown Heights. After a time he was paroled and returned home. On Jan. 16, 1814, he
married Sarah Hooker(1792-1873). She was the daughter of Samue l and Elizabeth (Martin)
Hooker, and a descendant of Rev. Thomas Hooker, one of the founders of Connecticut Colony,
who led a group of Puritans from the Boston area to Hartford and began the westward movement
across the cont inent.
Abel and Sarah Warren had nine children: Caleb born in 1815(died in Infancy), Laura
b.1816(dled In 1835), Elizabeth b.1818; Lafayette b.1820;(died in 1854); Olive b. In 1822;
May b.1823; Squire b. 1825; he became a minister and died In 1900; Samuel P. b. in 1831
(died in 1907); lucia R., b.ln 1829(dled In 1843).
When the Warrens were married, Abel was going through a spiritual search and st ruggle.
He had been shaken by his wartime experience, and by a narrow escape from death at Niagara

Falls. On Feb. 28, 1817, he awoke to find himself "at peace with God, and with a heart full
of praise and love. 11 Henceforth he had victory. Elijah Pilcher records that 11 his religion
was of the cheerful, happy type." Before long he became a class-leader. In 1821 he became
an exhorter. In June 1825 he was licensed as a local preacher by a Quarterly Meeting held
In Detrolt, the first man licensed by the Methodists ln Michigan.
looking for a llvellhood for himself and his grow ing family, Abel Warren had cons idered
the possibility of moving west to Michigan Territory. He came west in 1820 to see the country, going out north from Detroit as far as Pontiac, then a new town. In 1823 he located land
here. fn 1824 he moved hls family to an 80-acre tract of wilderness near Washington, on the
western border of Macomb County. In this frontier situat ion, as he gradually cleared his farm
and made his llvlng there, he became very active as a local preacher. He preached in the area
and one time led an extensive revival series of meetings in Washington. He responded to ca lls
to conduct funerals all over eastern Michigan (chiefly Macomb Coun~) and became well and
favorably known. Pilcher described him thus: "He was a man of very respectable talents as a
preacher, but it was his wann sympathy which gave him such a strong hold on the affections of
the people. He always had a tear for the afflicted and bereaved, as well as a word of hearty
good cheer for the joyous. He was very industrious as a preacher, and very useful." Again
Pilcher described him as 11 one of the noblest and best local preachers we ever had the privIlege of associating with. It was, indeed, a privilege to be associated with him; he was so
full of love to God and man, and of kindly, good words, that one could hardly be with him
without feeling a strong desire to imitate hls Christian virtues, and to j oin with him in his
Christian work. His memory ls like ointment poured forth."
A Macomb County Histor ian states that "he preached at more funerals and married more
couples than any other minister in Macomb County."
Fifteen people had bought land in Shelby Township before 1824, but not al l settled here.
Warren was one of 13 purchersers of land in 1824.
Abel Warren was apparently active in Methodist c irc l es, and well known to; and conversant with the full-time ministers. James Gilruth, Presiding Elder of the Detroit Distr ict
from 1832 to 1836, tells of a Quarterly Meeting in Mt. Clemens on Jan. 31 and Feb. 1, 1835.
(Continued on page 3)

-3He stayed In Mount Clemens on Monday getting his horse shod, and vtsttlng. He stayed for a
third night with Mr. Allen. He wrltes: 11 BI"(other) Abel Warren happened In & put up here also
with whom I spent the evening till 12 In conversation on the corrupt ions which exist in man,
and In the different forms of government •• " Later on April 14, he stayed over night at " Br
Abel Warrens.• " The next day Gl 1ruth had a funeral service three miles away for Joseph More,
who had been drowned the day before In crossing the Clinton River. This man had form'"'r~ ;: been
a Methodist exhorter. We note that the funeral was held the next day. In that period funerals must be held quickly.
On Apr il 18-19, Quarterly meeting was held at a schoolhouse near Brother Duncan McGregor's home. On Sunday morning the program began with a love feast at 9 "which was considered
a good .-one(4 joined soc iety) " , and Gllruth preached "with liberty & some power from Mark 1.15.
At the close of the discourse there was a general move In the congregation & some praised t he
Lord with a loud voice." Next Gilruth conducted a Communion Serv ice, assisted by the ministers present. At the afternoon meeting at 3:30, William H. Brockway preached and "Bro Abel
Warren exhorted after him.••
Gi lruth in his journal of those years, mentioned Abel Warren quite regul a rly as he came
i nto this country on hi s once a quarter rounds. At the Mt. Clemens Quarterly Meeting in November 1832, a baptismal service was held, with two men Immersed, and two women baptized by
pouring, as they knelt by the water. Gtlruth recorded that he ••attended to all the prelimi n- aries but having no change of clothes11 with him, Brother WArren did the actual baptizing of
the men. In early Methodism, peop l e were given a clear choi ce of mode of baptism. At the
Quarterly Meeting on Feb. 2-3 , 1833 In Mt. Clemens, Abel Warren preached In the last service
on Sunday ni ght. Gllruth stayed overnight with the Warrens on Apri l 18 and 19 that spring .
The first evening was "spent-- In fam ily conversati-on till t past 9"(a ra ther usua l bedtime
in the days of candlelight when people arose early). The second evening was spent "till 10
conversing with Br Warren on the last war.•• Both men had served in the War of 1812;Warren
on the Ntagara front ier, Gtlruth In the Michigan area. At least once,(July 12-13,1834) the
Mount Clemens Circuit Quarterly Meeting was held In the Warren home.
Let us mention one other experience from the Gllruth Journal. On Friday, Nov.13, 1835,
Gtlruth came to the Warren home to stay overnight. He found that Warren's oldes t daughter,
"A young woman say 18 or 19 Is In the last stages of the Consumption--She had lately found
the Lord & seems to enjoy much peace at the request of Br Warren I administered the sacrament to her & the family & some others that were present (Br L D Whitney & wife) It was a
refreshing season to an.•• The daughter was Laura, 18 years old. Luther Day Whitney was
the circuit preacher on the Mt. Clemens Ci rcuit for two years, 1834 to 1836.
By the 1840's the countryside was becoming more settled, and the pioneer days were passing. In 1839 a frame schoolhouse was erected and Methodist services he ld there for t~e next
7 years. The Washington Church joined the church-bu i lding movement in the 1840's. On Feb.
12, 1846 the trustees contracted with Chuncey Church to build a meeting house, 36 x 50 feet,
to be finished by the end of the year for $1150. Abel Warren was the second of five trustees who signed the contract. Later In the year they contracted to have the belfry built
for $150. The church was accepted and dedicated free of debt on Dec. 28,1846, by Elijah
Crane, Presiding Elder of the Detroit District.
With advancing age for the times, Abel Warren was probably less active after 1850 • • Near
the end of his life he was stricken with paralysis and unable to speak more than a few words.
Several Christian friends were standing near his bed when he manifested a desire to have
singing and prayer. They sang a hymn they deemed appropriate,•• 0 for an overcomi ng faith,
To cheer my dy i ng hours; To triumph o'er approaching Death And all his frightful p011ers. ••
The historian records,'During the s i nging, an air of holy triumph utterly beyond the power
of language to describe, set upon his countenance. He waved his hand in token of the completeness of hi s victory.' Thus the deathbed scene was described. Abel Warren passed away
in ht s home, Sept. 5, 1863 at the age of 74.

-4His daughter Mary was the wife of Rev. Riley Crawford, a prominent member of the Detroit Conference. Mary thought her father a most lovaDle man and once had asked her mother if "she supposed her father had an enemy in the world." Riley as late as 1890 paid
this tribute to his father-In-law, "I doubt If there has ever been another minister In MichIgan. so universally respected and beloved by all classes and people of all creeds as was
Abel Warren.•• Clearly this local preacher made a deep Impression upon many lives. EllJ"'~
Pilcher paid an eloquent tribute to him, stating that he was •• one of the noblest and best
local preachers we ever had the privilege of associating with. It was Indeed a privilege ••
he was so full 0f love to God and man, and of kindly, good words, that one could hardly be
with him without feeling a strong desire to Imitate his Christian virtues, and to join with
him In his Christian work. His memory Is like ointment poured forth.''
See Elijah Pilcher, History of Protestantism~ Michigan, pp. 276-78.
Margaret Macmillan, The Methodist Church~ Michigan, !2!h Century,pp. 86,94,119
William Warren Sweet Ed., Religion~ the American Frontier, 1?83-1840, Vol. IV,
The Methodist. pp. 421, 433-34.
Manuscript Journal of James Gllruth, In the Drew University Library.
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A PREACHER'S EXPERIENCES DURING THE DEPRESSION
(Excerpt from the Autobiography of William Combellack)
"In the fall of 1929 I was sent to Ironwood. This was a station. The salary was $2000
per year. The church and parsonage were on mining property. Here also the congregation was
almost all Cornish. All the mines In the area were working. The economy was very good with
no unemployment. Then came the great depression. By mid 1930 all the mines were down; a
few worked half time, but eventually all were closed. There was no other Industry here.
There were a few farms around the city, but the soil was too rocky for agriculture.
Now I had a congregation of unemployed miners. There was strife between the mine owners
and miners. Many families were suffering. The County was slow In coming to their assistance ••
Ironwood had a large Communist group, with a large hall of their own, and they took advantage
of this desperate situation. Meetings were held outdoors, often broken up by the pollee. As
usual In any national crisis, the president got all the blame. The only fault I could see in
him was that he was too slow 'to act. His rallying cry was, ''Prosperity is around the corner."
He failed to see that an era had ended, that the day of unrestricted Capitaltsm, "The dog eat
dog" system, had ended.
Personally 1 was sure It had, and I made my views known both from pulpit and press. Conditions grew continually worse. It was reported that school children were falling off their
seats through weakness. From what I saw among my own families I could believe this to be
true. Many homes lacked the bare necessities of life. Children left home for school hungry.
I saw children going by my home blue with cold for lack of sufficient clothing, too weak to
play, and almost too weak to walk •• Now I did something I was always told not to do, and even
today I am not sure I was right. I entered pol !tics. I wrote letters In the local paper.
This got me many friends and plenty of enemies, especially the local paper and mlntng companies.
Later came the run on one of the banks •• I had what little I possessed In the bank, and
like others, I went down to get it out. I couldn't even get to see the bank door, so 1 returned home thinking it best to lose a few dollars than to be trampled to death by the angry
mob •• In November the Democrats, who had previously been as scarce as hen 1 s teeth in Gogebic
County, carried the county for the first time •• Train loads of flour and staple groceries were
brought In and distributed. Then began the N.R.A. and W. P.A. and other innovations •• I was
four years in Ironwood and never saw normal times •• ••
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One of the picturesque and beautiful country churches of our Conference is the West
Berlin United Methodist Church. It is a white frame wooden building, with a steeple, of
the style often seen In New England and New York, surrounded by a lawn shaded by large oak
trees, and sitting next to the cemetery. The West Berlin Church Is about 1 mile west of
Allenton, on the west side of St. Clair County 1 ~ ~q$ J~ ~.
The Methodist Protestants began working in thJs area in 1859. This was then a remote
wilderness area. The Attica Circuit was begun at the Grub schoolhouse in Dryden Township,
Dec. 3, 1859. Included in the area of this circuit were the townships of Goodland, Attica,
the south half of Arcadia, the north half of Dryden, and the east half of Almont in Lapeer
County, along with Berlin and Mussey Townships In St. Clair County.
The BerlIn Class was o-r-ganized at the :rhtrd qu-arterly conference held May 19, 1860 at
the McGeorge Schoolhouse, on the northwest corner of Almont and Holmes Roads. Lovel Gage was
the class leader. There were 14 members Initially, but the membership soon grew to 28. Among
those forming the original class were the families of Amasa Clark, Asa Hulbert, Levi Loukes,
Sam lee, Cordelia Beach, and Byron Stringham. The next year classes were organized at East
Berlin and the Scotch Settlement, the name of the circuit was changed to the Almont Circuit.
In Its first year the Almont Circuit gave missionary aid to a sister church in Pontiac.
In the absence of the circuit preacher, the lay members assembled regularly for prayer meetIngs, class meetings, and Sunday School. Lay preachers or exhorters helped conduct regular
services on the circuit, and went to outlying schoolhouses. Among those so licensed were
lester Clark, George Edgerton, Daniel Jones, and John Paton, an unusual number for one circuit. By the end of 1862, the Almont Circuit consisted of eight classes, all which met in
schoolhouses, The pastor had received only $119.63 In cash, of which Berlin paid $35.28.
He also received presents valued at $44.87.
In 1863, the Almont Circuit was divided. The eastern circuit now comprised the north
half of Almont Township, Berlin and Mussey Townships. Within two years this circuit had seven preaching places. On the ffrst Sunday of the month, the preacher held services at Capac
at 10 a.m., at Baker's Corner's (Bervllle) at 2 p.m., at West Berlin In the evening at the
Gould Schoolhouse. In 1866 the Circuit was named for Berlin and Berlin had a Sunday morning
service. A new circuit was organized consisting of Capac and Lynn.
Because of its central location, many of the Quarterly Meetings were held at West Berlin.
In spite of the difficulty of travel In this backwoods area, the faithful stewards, leaders,
and trustees were in their places at these important meetings. The character of each was
passed upon before taking up the work of the session. As early as 1862, a Building Committee
was appointed for the purpose of building a parsonage. Just when the parsonage was built Is
uncertain. There is no further mention of it In the records until six years later. The pastor, H.W. Hicks, appointed a man to raise the amount of indebtedness by subscript ion. He
was unsuccessful, and presently the task was given to a committee of th~ee men. Pastor Hicks
did secure $7 for a pump •• In 1869 there was a debt of $250 on the parsonage; the parsonage
was rented and the rental applied on the debt.
We wonder where the pastor lived just then. He was on hand and was called upon to secure
subscriptions. The next year the mortgage was down to $198. A committee of seven were appointed to raise the amount. They were evidently successful and soon the parson~ge was improved
by a new cellar. In 1876 a barn was built at the parsonage. It stood on the southwest corner of Capac and Hough Roads, one half mi l e south of Allerton.
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(Cont.)

The people of West Berlin aspired to have a Church. The Civil War brought higher wheat
prices and Increased prosperity to the farmers for a time. The country was moving out of
the wilderness state. In 1871-72, the people of the countryside united under the able leadership of James M. Morton for the purpose of building a church. Peter Churchill donated the
site. Timber was secured from the woods of Byron Stringham and Schuyler Jones. Stone ~cs
provided. Many people willingly gave their tabor. By 1872 a beautiful country church had
been built for a cash outlay of some $1600. On Sept. 12,1874 the first quarterly conference
was held at the church. Twelve years later In 1886, the horse sheds were built at the rear
of the property. In the time honored country way. They were three-sided buildings open to the
east. They served to protect the horses and buggies from the rain and snow, and from cold
west winter wlnds,whlle their owners attended services. When the automobile age came In following World War I, the horse sheds became an obsolescence belonging to a by-gone day. They
were finally razed In the early 1930's.
In 1876 the Berlin Circu it consisted of five classes. They paid their minister a salary
of $450 (good for the time) of which West Berlin paid $168. In the matter of wood, the church
did not do well. A total of 50 cords of wood had been promised the pastor. At the close of
the year we read: "Wood furnished by West BerlIn -3-3/4 cords; other appointments, none."
Hopefully benevolent people outside the church helped the pastor obtain the needed fuel.
By the early 1880's, some of the outlying appointments were discontinued and Capac was
restored. The circuit now became the Capac-Berlin Circuit. There were three church buildings now. The minister served Capac and Berlin on alternate Sunday mornings, and Riley each
Sunday afternoon. The classes which had been unable to build and still held services In
schoolhouses had to be content with services on weekday evenings. The circuit now had two
parsonages. It was thought best for the pastor to live In Capac. The old parsonage was rented, and in 1884 was sold.
In 1903 Riley and Berlin became a new circuit led by pastor William Oliver. Capac now
became an Independent charge. A parsonage was purchased In Riley Center for the minister of
the new circuit. The next year the custom of alternating morning and evening Sunday Serv ices
between these churches began. In succeeding years the original square-topped, plain glass
windows were replaced by the present stained glass windows with triangular tops. Carpeting
and 1 ightfng were Installed. Next the basement was dug out provldf.ng space for Sunday School
Classed and In 1953, for the ott-burning furnace.
In the Civil War Days, In 1862, this congregation resolved: "That we, as a quarterly
Conference, deem a man that will run from his country In times of peril, for fear of the draft
not worthy of a membership of church or state." In World War I I this rural congregation made
Its sacrlflces. Three young men did not return from the war. In 1939 with the merger between the Methodist Protestant and the Methodist Episcopal Churches, this circuit became a
part of the large Detroit Annual Conference of The Methodist Church. In 1955 the congregation at Berville was added to form the present circuit of three churches.
In the late 1960's many improvements were made at West Berlin. Land for a parking lot
came from the adjacent fann; the basement was paneled, a new organ piano acquired, the sanctuary was extensively remodeled. The membership is small, but with devotion and sacrificial
labors, this church has been able to survive and serve its community for well over a century.
The church historian In 1972 was proud to state that at least nJne men have gone into the
ministry from this small church--Clayton Oliver, Meldon Crawford, Edwin Hogan, Clinton Edgerton, George A. Htlt, Clifford Roach, Blake Laslett, Verne Summers, and Gl en Wegner. We give
honor and credit to country churches llke this, which have done so much for the upbuilding
and matntenanca of the moral fiber of our United States of America!

