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HERE AND THERE

Concerning "Our Longest Pastorates"
in the March Messenger, our face is red.
We omitted Elsie Johns, who was pastor
of the Clarenceville Church, Livonia,
from June 1941 until her death in January
1974, over .32!- years. Under her leadership the Church grew from nothing to
over 1100 members. We note also George
Nevin who served the Denton Charge for
20 years from 19.36 to 1956. We recall
that Jack Lancaster served Lincoln Park:
Dix Avenue for 19 years, from 1950 to
1969. And also Robert J. Hudgins, who
served the Romulus Charge for 20 years,
from 1942 to 1962. Then there was Shurley Johnson who was th e honored associate pastor of Central Church, Detroit,
for 27 years(l9.35-62), and Charles B.
Allen, the honored associate pastor of
Metropolitan Church, Detroit, for 19
years(l92.3-42). Are there others who
should be noted?
The Tecumseh Church has purchased
and erected Official Methodist Grave Markers for the graves of six Methodist
ministers buried in the Tecumseh cemetery.
The:se markers will be dedicated on May 18,
Heritage Sunday.
The Methodist ministers buried in the
Tecumseh Cemetery are Rev. Joseph Bangs
(1776-1848), Rev. Erastus Hascall(l818-86),
Rev. William Quartan Burnett(l824-98),
Rev. & Dr. Lemon Barnes{l8.31-1901), Rev.
Abel W. Harding{l8.38-77), and Rev. Henry
J.B. Marsh(l867-1941). We hope that the
example of the Tecumseh Church will be emulated by many Churches in our Conference.
Twice in the past month, we have
shown individuals our two volume history
of the ~ethodist Church in Michigan. They
have delighted in its attractiveness, information, and scope. This is an outstanding book buy, no available for only $7,
Plus postage. Send to Dr. Ford Ceasar,
.3116 N. Grand River Ave., Lansing, or
to the editor.
{Continued page 2)

May 1980
OUR ANNUAL MEETING-June .3
The Annual Meeting of the Conference Commission on Archives & History, and the Friends
of the Archives, will be held at North Hall,
Adrian College, on Tuesday, June ,3 •
This is a preconference meeting, held
before Annual Conference for the convenience
of most of our members. It will be a shortened meeting held during the day, due to the
earlier beginning of the Annual Conference on
Tuesday evening. An historical paper by William Cooper and our customary slide lecture
by Helen Royce, planned for the evening, wi-ll
be held over to our fall meeting in October.
Our schedule is as follows:
10:00 a.m. Devotions - Dr. Ralph Harper
10:15 a.m. Paper - Dr. Betty Skillman,
~istory of Religious Education."
11:15 a.m. Business Session.
12:00 noon Lunch.
1:45 p.m. Devotions - Mrs. Marian Norell
2:00 p.m. Paper - Dr. Jerry Stewardson.
,3:00 p.m. Paper - Dr. George Somers.
"Effects of Political and 'l'heological
Change in America and its Influence
on the Mission of the Church."
If you are a Conference member, check on your
registration forms--Tuesday lunch and dinner.
If you are not a conference member, you can
pay for your meals at the door. We look forward to a profitable day, and to good fellowship on June ,3rd.
THE NC JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE
The Nort~Central Jur.lsdi-ctioricoriference
meets this year in Dayton, Ohio, July 15-18.
The Jurisdiction met in Michigan in 1960 at
Grand Rapids. For the first time recently, it
meets again not far from our border. The outstanding task of the Jurisdiction Conference
is the election of bishops. There are other
worthwhile features of the Conference.
Our Detroit Conference ministerial members for this Conference are Paul Blomquist,
William Quick, Carol Johns, Raymond Lamb,
Robert Ward, Carl Price, Tony Shipley, John
Grenfell Jr., Edward Duncan, Robert Horton,
·Russell McReynolds, Juanita Ferguson, Marvin
McCallWR, James Bristah, Phylemon Titus, Lawrence B~ks, and William Verhelst. Alternates: James Craig, Ken Calles, and Ralph Janka.
- - - (Cont. on page 2)

Here and There (Continued)
The North Central Jurisdiction Commission on Archives & History will meet at
the Villa Maria Retreat Center, near Frontenac, Minnesota, July 8-10. An interesting program is being prepared, which will
focus attention on the former Swedish
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Women in
the Ministry. This meeting is open to all
interested persons.
The Friends of the Archives pay the
postage on the Messenger, and have the
goals of helping erect Methodist markers
and giving extra support to our archives.
We invite you to become a member, and encourage others to membership. Regular memberships are $3 for one year, $5 for two
years . Send memberships to Rev. Allan
Gray, 404 Seminole Dr. , Tecumseh, Mi. 4 9286

'!'he NC Jurisdictional Conference (Cont.)
Our lay members are Jane Schairer, John Buxton, Shirley Cook, Evelyn Griffith, Irene Noft'is,
Donald. Clark, Harold Karls, Joyce Stanton, Wayne
Middleton, Evelyn Strong, Helen Doane, Eleanor
McMullen, Mary Jane Jewell, Harry Piper, Phyllis
Foster, Jo Hamilton, and Jean Sikkenga. Alte:rnates are Roy Westfall, Rosemary Ward, and
Judy Harnish.
When the time for the Jurisdictional Conference approaches, let us pray for God's guidance for our conference representatives.
Fifteen members of the Detroit Conference
died between 1856 and 1870; their average age at
death was nearly 48. But Seth Reed who began
as a circuit rider, lived to the age of nearly
101, ~d was,the holder of our conference cane
!"or 1'I years,

TWO MICHIGAN MEI'HODIST MOTHERS OF THE YEAR
The · month of May brings many things to us, and among them the observance of Mother• s
Day. In connection with Mother• s Day, we have each spring the designation of a Michigan
Mother of the Year, and from the state mothers a National Mother of the Year.
Two years ago the Michigan Mother of the Year was Jean Hardy Bauman, wife of Stanley
Bauman, active members of the Elkton United Methodist Church. Huron County almost failed
to have a nominee for this honor. Extension Homemaker Ann Ross almost tossed the form for
nomination of a Michigan Mother of the Year, into her waste basket. But then she consulted
with trusted friends, who immediately had the thought that Mrs. Bauman should be nominated.
With proper humility, Jean Bauman was not sure that she. qualified for such an honor. She
was very interested in the goals of the Michigan Mb\hers Coumit tee, to develop and strengthen
the moral and spiritual foundation of the American home.
'According to the American Mothers Committee, a Mother of the Year must embody those
traits highly regarded in mothers: courage, cheerfulness, patience, affection, understanding, and homemaking ability. She must be an active member of a religious body, and she must
have a sense of responsibility in civic affairs and be active in public service to society. •1
Mrs. Bauman is the mother of seven children, all graduates of Central Michigan University, six of whom graduated in music. Faith and family have been central in Jean's life.
She began public speakl.na when only seven; she taught dramatic arts at the age of 12, an4
served as an evangelist at 15. Today she is an active, supportive member of Elkton United
Methodist Church, where she has taught the high school Sunday School class for over 20 years.
She has been a member of the choir, and a leader in numerous Bible study sessions. She has
been a member of the choir, and a leader of numerous Bible study sessions. "A determined
mother, she trained her children in the way they shpuld go," a friend wrote. "All seven are
outstanding citizens," and now away from home.
When the children were growing up, canning garden vegetables wa:s a major operation in
the Bauman household, to provide food, and to help balance the budget. Husband Stan s~s,
"We used to can like you can't believe. We used to have a regular as:sembly line. My mother
had given us one of those juicers for tomatoes, and I rigged up a motor for that. We'd put
up hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of quarts ·9 f juice and garden vegetables. I can honestly sa:y Jean is the most generous person I know. She is generous with her time for others,
generous with whatever she'd canned to give it away, generous with her praise •• That's been
her way." '!'he family used to manage vacations with ,camping. Sometimes they camped in
places that were a bit dangerous at times, and they would tie a rope to the smallest ones
and tie them to a tree for safety. '!'hough a large family, they managed vacations.
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TWO MICHIGAN METHODIST MOTHERS OF THE YEAR (Continued)
Jean has taught music through the years, and in 1978 had 62 students. Ma.Jzy" of her
students have gone on to study music in universities and have made careers in the field.
She saw to it that her own children had time to practice, even to the point of doing their
chores if necessary, in a typical mother's self-sacrifice. But all the fami~ caught the
spirit of pitching in to help the others. At the ceremo~ at which she received the award,
her seven children gathered to sing,"Bless This House", in their mother's honor. We see
readily why her children rise up to give her honor.
In 1956 Jane Maxwell Pritchard, an active member of St. Mark's Methodist Church, Detroit(later to be a member of Metropolitan) was named Michigan and National Mother of the
Year! She had o~ one child of her own, but in 1956 had a family of 19 at her home, and
through the years she mothered almost 100 children for varying lengths of time. She and
her husband, Benjamin, adopted their first baby girls in 1915, two years after their marriage. Her husban<ir.ltled in 1949, but Jane continued to carry on.
Visitors in her home were always impressed with the w~l"each child was loved and eared
for as an individual, as well. as part of the fami~. Neighbors described vividly seeing
the family dressed in their Sunday best, going to Church a.iid"Sunday School every-Sunday.- - - The spiritual concepts of life were lived and practiced. During summer the fami~ had a
touch of rural life when they moved to a small farm near Sheridan.
On the evening of April 22, 1956, over (;IX) people attended a reception given Jane
Pritchard. Governor Williams spoke and presented the award; spokesmen were present from the
city and Station CKLW-TV. Dr. Everett Seymour, pastor of St. Marks, presided am spoke of
Jane Pritchard's church activities and his experiences in her home. On behalf of the Church
he presented a check to help defray her expenses to New York, where she met with -Mothers of
the Year" from other states, at which time she received the national honor.

In the March Messenger we spoke of Ella Kuhn, Michigan Mother of the Year in 1952.
Also of Marian Finkbeiner of the Middleville Church, West Michigan Conference, the Michigan Mother of the year in 1979. Are there other Michigan Methodist mothers who have been
so honored?
A MISSIONARY

REPORT

F'DI THE 500,

JAN. 1, 18.34

(Missionary John Clark, a member of the New York Annual Conference, here writes a report
entitled,"Work of God at Fort Bady, M.T." M.T. stands for Michigan Territory. This letter
appeared in the Christian Advocate and Journal for March 27, 18.34.)
''Messrs. Editors:-! most devoutly wish you and your numerous readers a very happy ne..- year
• • But with regard to Fort Brady. This fort was established in 1822, under the superintendence of then Col., now Gen. Brady, and-is situated- on gent4' rising grou."ld-- at -the-- head of
navigable waters of the river St. Marie, about forty fige miles above its confluegce with
Lake Hy,ton, and fifteen miles below Lake Superior in 46 30' North latitude, and 9 west
longitude from ·the median of Washington. This garrison, in a moral sense •• was under the
eemmand of the prince of the power of the air until about six years ago, when it pleased God
to bring two officers then stationed here to a knowledge of salvation by the remission of sins
This circumstance for a while gave some check to vice, as they took a prudent yet firm
stand in the cause of God, and are still holding on their way •• Nothing of a special importance of a religious character, took place in the history of this fort from the time before
mentioned until two years ago this winter, when under the labors of the REv. Mr. Bingham, of
the Baptist Church, and the Rev. Mr. Porter, of the Congregational Church, missionaries to
this place, a work or God on the hearts of sinners began, and prevailed quite general.ly.
I would just remark here that a few months before this work began among the whit es, a
glorious revival commenced among the poor benighted Indians in this vicinity, under the
labors of John Sunday and his colleagues from Grape Island. In the fort, it is said, every
officer but one became converted to Christ, with some 30 or 40 of the soldiers, together
with several of the principal citizens of the town. _
The following year this command left for Cbieago, and was succeeded by another, which
also shared to a considerable extent in the saving power of the Gospel. Early last spring
this command left also, and was succeeded by others. The two companies which now occupy
(Continued on page 4)
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A MISSIONARY REPORT FRCI-1 THE SOO, JAN. 1, 1834 (Continued)
this garrison are commanded by Captains Coble and Johnson. Early in the month of August
last signs of another shower of grace appeared ••• the foundation of this work appeared
to h~ve been laid in Bible class instruction during the previous winter by Lieut. Galeger
of the army; but since the command arrived here the circulation of tracts by the Rev. Mr.
Bingham, together with the ministry of the word, with meetings for prayer and instruction,
as the principal means that have been used for the promotion of this work ••
•• the profane have become devoted to God, and the intemperate man has turned away from
the liquid fire, and now takes the cup of salva:t:,ion and calls on the name of the Lord.
0
it would gladden the heart of the pious in the country or city to see officers, soldiers,
and citizens mingle in our circles for prayer and praise, bowing together at the same altar
of mercy praying for mutual blessings for the poor Indians around us and for the world.
Some found salvation alone in the woods, others when on duty in the guard box.
A short time since I read in a public meeting the "Conversion of a Deist" as published
in your paper which was made a special blessing to a fine young officer at this post, who
has taken a firm stand on the side of religion, has erected the family altar, and daily
offers sacrifice to the God of heaven. Of those converted two have joined the Baptist
Church, and ten have joined the M.E. Church on probation, of whom I have good hope that
they will be good soldiers of the cross of Christ. More, I expect, will join us soon, as
meetings continue very solemn and interesting.
Beside the conversion of sinners, this work of God has led to the formation of two
large Bible classes connected with the garrison, both of which I meet weekly with much pleasure, and I trust too with some profit to all concerned. These Bible classes have waked up
a spirit of inquiry and research after Divine truth, and it strongly manifests itself in a
call for help to understand the Holy Scriptures; and when spoken to, I have generally recommended the Commentary of the late Dr. A. Clarke, as affording the most general and critical information on the sacred writings, of any work that I have seen in the English language;
and it affords me no small degree of pleasure that such has been the call for this work that
I am permitted to accompany this letter with an order for seven copies of Dr. Clarke on the
Old Testament, and fifteen copies on the New Testament, and also one copy on the New Testament of the valuable Commentary of Matthew Henry.
That the religion of Christ may universally triumph, and that all who humbly bear the
cross below may at last ascend to shine with the brightness of the sun in the firmament
forever, is, dear brethren, the sincere prayer of yours respectfully,
JOHN CLARK."
THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE SALEM GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
(We take S&lem Grove as an example of one of the former Gennan Methodist Episcopal Churches
in Michigan. Salem Grove is a picturesque country church located in a cemetery on a small
hill, seven miles west of Chelsea, on the south bank of I-94. It is nearly hidden from the
rushing travelers on the interstate by the Notten Road overpass and the trees around. The
only visible sign of the Church .; German heritage is in the cemetery where Gennan names such
as Riemenschneider, Kalmbach, Musbach, and Lehman are predominant. A few stones are inscribed in the German language.)
Toward the middle of the nineteen century, there was a large emigration of Germans to
The work of the Methodist Episcopal Church among the Gennans began with William Nast of the Ohio Conference in 1835. Because of the success of this mission, and the vast influx of German-speaking ii'IIDigrants in
the Cincinnati area, the Western Book Concern in Cincinnati in 1839 established the 'Christliche Apologete'(Christian Apologist), a German periodical for them.
Ann Arbor and western Washtenaw County, among other areas.

In 1846 Rev. Peter Schmucker, a missionary at large to German-speaking people, came up
from Ohio and visited Gennan conununities in Detroit, Monroe, and Ann Arbor. The Ohio Annual
Conference that year sent two Gennan preachers to Michigan; John M. Hartman was appointed to
Detroit, Johann Seddlemeyer to Ann Arbor. Hartman proceeded to organize the First Gennan
M.E. Church in Detroit in September 1846; he established societies at Roseville, Redford,
St. Clair, Newport, and Pontiac. In Ann Arbor Seddlemeyer was vigorously opposed by the
(Continued on p. 5)
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE SAL»1 GROVE UNITFD METHODIST CHURCH (Continued)
Lutheran pastor. He organized a German Methodist Society in Ann Arbor in 1847. A modest
church was erected the next year but the work spread slowly.
In 1851 Rev. Jacob Rothweiler worked in Ann Arbor and Lansing. Wilkelm Riemenschneider
heard of his work, walked to Ann Arbor and invited the missionar,r to come and preach the
Word for the German people living in the Francisco area. He came, was convinced that this
was a promising field, and included it in his circuit. By the spring of 1853 , Rev. John
Schweinfurth of Ann Arbor was preaching here from time to time, in the various homes. A
Methodist Society was organized here in the fall of 1853, and the following families were
charter members: Wilkelm Riemenschneider, Philip Riemenschneider, John Notten, Elllert Notten, Christopher Benter, and Christopher Kaiser.
Wilkelm Riemenschneider started a Sunday School for the children of the six families
in 1853. In 1856 he was examined by the members of the Quarterly Conference and granted a
local preacher's license. He served as a local preacher for over 50 years, preaching in
the Salem and Ann Arbor M.E. Churches. When he preached in Ann Arbor, he walked back and
forth . He rehearsed his sermons while plowing and doing other farm work.
In the mid-1850's Jacob Krehbeil, E. Bauer, and Seb Barth1IIinistered in -this- ar-ea-. - Rev. John Schweinfurth returned for a second term in 1857. Due to the increasing number of
worshippers in the Salem Society, people felt the necessity of a church edifice. After considerable discussion regarding the proper location, Wilkelm Riemenschneider donated the present site on Notten Road for the church and cemeter.y. Volunteer workers erected the first
modest church in 1858. The church historians characterize it thus:
"This little church of long ago was not a structure huge;
It had no hired singers, or other subterfuge
To get the people to attend; ttwas just a simple place
Where evecy Sunday folks were told about God' s saving grace."
In 1854 a Michigan District for the German work in the Ohio Conference, had been established. By 1860 the German work in the Methodist Episcopal Church had expanded to 210 appointments. In 1864 the General Conference authorized separate Annual Conferences for the
German mission and pastoral charges. The issues in discussion had been:"Would a language
conference bring growth which could never be obtained within the English speaking framework?
Or would such an organization pattern widen the gulf between the German- and English-speaking
pastors and societies? Would the Germans be isolated behind a language barrier?"
The pastors of the Salem German M.E. Church all appropriately had good Gennan sounding
names. In the 1860's the ministers who served here were Andreas Mayer, Henry Krell, Gustav
Bertram, Valentine Jahraus, Jacob Braun, and Gustav Herzer. Church membership was growing.
New members families were those of John Philip Riemenschneider who arrived in Francisc_o in
186l t- Michael Schenk, Michael Kalmbach, Christopher Mille.!:_, Chri~topher Weber, and Rudolph
Kruse. By 1869 the congregation had grown to such an extent that a resident pastor was
desired. During the third pastorate here of the Hev. John Schweinfurth, a parsonage was
built in 1870, and first occupied by his successor, C.A. Reuter.
Several miles northwest a Lutheran Church was established in 1841, at the corner of
Trist and MOeckel Roads. In 1853 they moved to a new location. The German Methodists seem
to have taken over the old Trist church in 185:3, or soon thereafter. In 1874 the. _Salem
G-erman M.E. Church and the Zion German M.E. Church at Trist near Waterloo, were linked
together in the Francisco Circuit. John Schnackenberg had settled on Trist Road in 1859.
He belonged to the Lutheran Church, but when one of his babies died prior to baptism,
burial in their cemetecy was denied, and he switched to the German Methodists.
At Salem it became evident that the first little church was no longer sufficient for
the needs of the growing congregation. A meeting was held to discuss the situation.
Michael Schenk was determined that a new church must be built, and took the first step by
making a generous donation. He canvassed the community enlisting financial help. Enough
money was raised to warrant bl.Iilding a new meeting house. The old frame building was moved
across the road and used as a shelter for the minister's horse and buggy; later it was remodeled and used as a garage. The present church was erected in 1888, during t he pastorate
of the Rev. George Mitter.
(Continued on page 6)
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-THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE SAL»1 GROVE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (Cont.)
The Rev. C.A. Militizer came to Salem and Trist in 1890. Mrs. Militizer was a ready
In November 1890, she organized the first Ladies Aid Society with 19
members and was the first president. MaQY of the men with their 19th century prejudice,
said th~t an organization placed entirely in the hands of the women would never last.
They were behind the times and wrong. In most of our English-speaking Methodist Churches,
the women had been organized for 20 years or so. The new Society took as their first project the purchase of a bell for the belfry. Next a Communion Service was purchased. The
wome~'s work here as elsewhere, quickly became a strong part of the Church.
and willing worker.

Services were conducted entirely in the German language until about 1895. By this time
many English-speaking people had moved into the community. To accomodate them, two services
were held each Sunday; the morning service in German and the English service in the evening.
Thelma R ntschler today has a German Sunday School hymnal,'Liederluft und Psalter' von H.
Liebhart, published in 1882 by our Methodist publishers, Cranston and Stowe, in Cincinnati.
This was used by her mother as the Salem organist. Myrta Wolff Coe, who was born in 1S89 and
attended this Church as a girl, recalls that "it was a German Church. When I was a kid we
spoke and sang in German. We started speaking Englis~ after I went to school. I can still
remember a German piece I spoke at that church on Chnstmas. Every Christmas someone would
collect enough money so everyone got a big sack of hard candy with an orange and some peanuts .
We were very happy with some much candy."
Rev. Paul Wuerfel was the pastor here from 1894 to 1899. The new organization for young
people, the Epworth League, was started in 1896. Sunday evening church services were preceded by a short program of worship by different members of this group. Monthly meetings
were held in the homes of the members. Pastors R. S. Kaetterhenry, Henry Lenz, and J .E.
Beal each served four-year terms. Rev. Beal organized a ' Juni.or Epworth League, and arranged
for a girls chorus which took an active part in all special church programs. The Epworth
League in this period was large and active, with as m13.1V' as 25 or 30 members. The youth
enjoyed hayrides, sleigh rides, and parties in homes at which they played circle games such
as "Pig in the Parlor."
In 19ll Rev. George Nothdurft began a notable pastorate of seven years. The Trist
Church had been abandoned just before this time and presently its furniture was distributed
to the Salem and Mt. Hope Churches. Now Salem was a station charge. Rev. Nothdurft was a
good pastor, a good mixer, good with the young people. The desire became evident for a special meeting place for the church's social functions, and the basement was enlarged. Nothdurft organized a Standard Bearer Society composed of young women. It was a missiona1'7
group; the first meeting held at the church on April 30, 1916. Meetings were usually held
in ho•es of the members. The name was changed in 1925 to Young Women• s Foreign Missiona.r.y
Society.
The Church used to hold revival meetings in the wintertime. One woman recalls as a
youth riding in the sleigh and picking up the neighbors enroute from their home
miles to
the north. People took heated soapstones with which to keep warm. The soapstones were placed
on the big register at the church, an d wanned for the return home. I t appears that the program of this German Methodist country Church in the opening years of this century, was simil ar
to the program of the majority of the area M.E. Churches at the time.
One thing this German Methodist ChV..rch did better. Ant that was confirmation. Influenced no doubt by the prevailing Lutherarusm of the German population, confirmation meant a
long series of classes in which some memory work was required. The older members of Salem
Grove Church remember well their confirmation classes, who the other members were, and the
minister who received them, in a way not equalled by the members of our average Churches.
In May 1929, fire destroyed the old parsonage. Many of the old church records kept in
the parsonage library, were irretrievably lost. Plans for rebuilding were initiated immediately. During the summer of 1929 a new and more convenient parsonage was built. It was f
first occupied by Rev. and Mrs. Henry Lenz who returned here that fall to begin a third pastorate :fffii.ch was to last 13 years. In 1933 the German Annual Conferences were abolished,
and this Church became a part of the netroit AnnUAl Conference. Rev. Lenz was asked to change
the name of this Church in some way to distingw.Sllit from another charge by the name of
"Salem': He gave this Church the name of "Salem Grove" by which it has ever since been lmown.

Jt

~ources

are the local church history by Nina Lehman and Thelma Rentschler , "The Settling of
.. wterloo,_ M:\,chi£.an" bv ~Donald .L. ~atz,Mthe three-volume-History of American Methodism, and
'!lie Hetnodist t;nurcH' .1.n MichJ.gan by ugaret tl. ·Macm:t..I.:ran.
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