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JUDSON COLLINS

140th ANNIVERSARY

In honor of Judson Collins, the Ann Arbor District is holding a district dinner
and meeting at Judson Collins Camp on the evening of May 14. Bishop Judith Craig
will be the special speaker. This year 1987 marks the 140th anniversary of the
departure of Judson Collins of Unadilla, Michigan as the first Methodist missionary
to China. Michigan Methodism observed a Judson Collins Centennial Celebration in
1947; part of the money raised was later used in the purchase of Judson Collins
Camp.
Judson Collins was born February 12, 1823 in New York state. His parents,
Sepheus and Betsy Collins, were devoted Christians who named their baby for Adoniram
Judson, pioneer Baptist missionary in Burma, a man who was famous and revered at the
time. The family moved to Michigan and settled on a farm south of Unadilla in
1831. At the age of 14, Judson made a confession of faith during a revival led by
Elijah Pilcher in Ann Arbor.
-Continued on Page 2

JUDSON COLLINS
140TH ANNIVERSARY continued
The University of Michigan opened in Ann Arbor in 1841; Judson Collins was in
the first class. Deeply religious, Collins was a good and serious- minded student.
Given an assignment to write a paper on a missionary theme, he wrote about Henry
Martyn, early missionary in India. Judson was ins pired to become a missionary likewise. He studied materials on China and felt a burning desire to go there and open
mission work. He wrote the Missionary Society. The reply was that they had no
mission in China, and no money to support one. In his youthful zeal, Collins wrote
a famous line to Bishop Janes, "Engage me a place before the mast. My own stt ong
arm will pull me to China and support me while there."
Following graduation in August 1845, Collins became one of the teachers at the
Wesleyan Seminary in Albion. He also became t he preacher on the Tompkins Circuit.
But this was not enough to satisfy him. The burning desire to go to China was his
over- riding interest. In May 1846, Dr. Walter Palmer volunteered to b e one of 30
people to give $100 a year for ten years to support a mission in China. Two days
later the Missionary Society leaders added China to the list . In October 1846,
Judson Collins was named the first Methodis t missionary to China. Early in 1847,
Dr. Moses c. White was appointed to accompany him.
The missionaries sailed from Boston April 15, 1847 on the ship Heber. It was a
long voyage by sailing ship, around the Cape of Good Hope. More than one notation
in Judson's diary reads like this one : "About six o'clock the wind began to
increase. I began to feel somewhat uneas y, but said nothing to anyone. About seven
o'clock we went down to supper. I ate a small bit of toast and drank some water.
Ere all was done I asked to be excused, and walking to the vess el's side deposited
my supper with the wild waves below." Finally on September 6, the missionaries
reached Foochow.
The early missionaries in China had a very difficult time. Foreigners were
often met with great hostility. The language barrier was formidable. The living
conditions were not good for the Americans; they suffered from ill-health and
worse. A school and Sunday School were opened early in 1848. But it was several
years before there were converts and a church was finally established. Before the
day of success, Collins' health was broken. He yielded to the persuasion of his
friends with extreme reluctance, and left China on April 23, 1851.
Judson Collins reached the Pacific coast on July 14. Fired with missionary zeal
even yet, he typically made plans to organize evangelistic work among the Chinese in
California. He proceeded on to Michigan, still a l ong hard journey. The Michigan
Annual Conference was meeting in Monroe. September 6th was missionary day, the
anniversary of the landing in Foochow four years before. Dr. James V. Watson was
recounting the missions of the Conference, and the work of Judson Collins, " ••• when
the door opened there entered a thin, pale and gaunt young man. The minister
stopped in amazement," realizing that this was Judson Collins. Two of his brothers,
Wellington and Walter, were members of the conference. They rushed up to embrace
him "tearfully and wordlessly, realizing at a glance that he had come home to die."
The release of death came on May 13, 1852. Judson Collir s was only 29 years old.
Michigan Methodism had been stirred by his heroic and sacrificial life, and the
pledge was made in his conference memoir: "While the truth and love of Christ dwell
within us, in our heart of hearts we will remember THEE, Judson Dwight Collins. Thy
name shall not perish, and thy beloved China shall be redeemed!"
1

Jeanne Kellar, "Judson Collins, Man of Determination," in World Outlook,
November, 194 7.
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SESQUICENTENNIAL OF OUR CHURCH EDIFICE AT CLINTON!
The Oldest Methodist Church Building in Michigan
was begun in 1837
[Editor's Note: In 1977 the Detroit Annual Conference approved the designation
of seven historic sites across our conference. One site is the Clinton United
Methodist Church, w.ith its massive dark rErl brick walls and beautiful old German
stained glass windows. It stands one block south of the town's main corner, on
the southeast corner of Church and Tecumseh Streets. We suggest that travelers
going to Annual Conference might enjoy turning aside to see this historic site.
It is only one block off the route the majority of our members will take, in
going to Adrian.
The Clinton Church is the oldest church building in Michigan Methodism.
Its construction began in 1837, just after Michigan became a state. The church
this year is celebrating the sesquicentennial of this grand old church with a
series of notable events. The Michigan Historical Marker has been mounted on
the middle panel of the three-cornerErl signboard. The marker was dedicated on
January 7, 1979, with Rev. Ralph Harper, then conference archivist and
historian, the guest speaker.]
In the fall of 1826, the Ohio Conference increased its appointments in Michigan
from two to four, adding the Monroe Circuit and St. Clair Mission to the Detroit
Circuit and Detroit City. The previous year, John A. Baughman had served the
Detroit Circuit, preaching as far west as Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor. Now he was
appointed to the new circuit, which proved to be a very difficult one. The flat
country back from Lake Erie in Monroe County, southern Wayne County, and northern
Ohio, was very swampy and wet in its wilderness state. The travel was arduous.
Baughman was a handsome, cheerful young man of 23. He had a strong physique,
capable of battling the cold and wet of his journeys through swamps, woods, and
rivers. He had a strong voice and was called "John the Methodist, crying in the
wilderness." He went as far as Tecumseh, which became one of sixteen preaching
places on his three-weeks circuit. At the end of a year he had received $100
salary, married a beautiful and faithful Monroe woman, Sarah Harvey Baker, and was
able to report 157 members.
In January 1828, George Walker organized a Methodist society in Tecumseh, of
eleven charter members. The class leader was Josiah Wheeler, who was described as
"a small and somewhat eccentric man, but a very good and earnest Christian."
Another member of the class was Margarette Cross, whose sons, Robert and William,
had located just south of the site of Clinton. Her husband l'lad been a local
preacher in Ireland, and they had entertained John Wesley in their home a number of
times.
About this time settlers began coming to Clinton. In 1828 Alpheus Kies came and
erected a log house near where the Clintonian Inn now stands. John Tyrrel, who had
bought 160 acres in 1825 from the government, returned and built. In May 1830,
Benjamin Fisk and family settlErl here. In 1831 Thaddeus Clark arrived; he was a
blacksmith. Mrs. Palmer came and opened a millinery store. Soon a village was
rising here, and there were other stores.
The Methodist cause in this area was greatly strengthened by the coming of
Joseph Bangs in the fall of 1828; he settled north of Tecumseh. Bangs was a
Methodist local preacher a farmer and a blacksmith, and brother of Rev. Nathan
Bangs, a celebrated leader in that day. The first religious services in Macon
Township, to the east, were held by Joseph Bangs in a log house. Benjamin Fisk died
in early 1832; "elder Bangs, the first Methodist minister in Clinton, preached the
sermon." The first Methodist church service in Clinton was held at the home of
Alpheus Kies in 1830.
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OUR CLINTON CHURCH continued
The Methodist Society in Clinton was organized in 1831. We have no list of the
original members, nor exact date of organization. Apparently James Finley organized
the society. In September 1831, the Ohio conference set up the new Tecumseh Circuit
with two young preachers, Elijah H. Pilcher and Ezekiel Gavit. The Tecumseh Circuit
included Washtenaw County (west of Ypsilanti) , and Jackson, Calhoun, Branch,
Hillsdale, and Lenawee Counties. When finally organized it was said to be nea rly
400 miles long, with 27 preaching places to be covered in four weeks.
When Elijah Pilcher came up that fall from southern Ohio, he preached his v~ay
west from Ann Arbor to the new town of Marshall. On October 10-11, Pilcher was
trying to find his way through the woods and marshes from Marshall south to the new
town of Coldwater. He was blazing a trail through the woods; it was slow, hard
going. He had an appointment to preach the next Sunday at both Clinton and
Tecumseh, which are only five miles apart. He became worried that he might not make
it. So he retraCErl his way to Marshall, to Jackson, to Ann Arbor, thence south to
Clinton and Tecumseh for his sabbath preaching.
The Presiding Elder of the Detroit District from 1832 to 1836, was James
Gilruth, who lived in Ann Arbor. His journal mentions Clinton rather often, with
the indication that Clinton was a strong society, a prominent point on the Tecumseh
Circuit. On Saturday morning, December 22, 1832, Gilruth rode up to Clinton from
the home of Joseph Bangs, and "put up with Brother
Clair an Inkeeper." He was
here for the Tecumseh Circuit Quarterly Meeting.
Gilruth held the opening
service at noon and preached. In th e afternoon a business meeting, or quarterly
conference, was held. In the evening William Barrus preached. William Barrus was a
charter member of the Adrian Society, a l~cal preacher, and he became the
great-grandfather of Bishop Marshall Reed.
On Sunday Gilruth conducted a
communion service at 9, which was followed by a testimony meeting. The congregation
increasing in numbers was too large for the school house. Part of the p e ople went
over to St. Clair's Inn, where James Davidson preached; Gilruth preached to those
remaining in the school house. Davidson was the senior preacher on the circuit. In
the evening Gilruth preached and Davidson delivered a strong exhortation. The
meeting closed. The preachers were happy that seven people had joined on trial, and
there had been penitents at the altar. Gilruth and Davidson had Sunday dinner at
the home of Josiah Wheeler, where they also spent the night.

st.

In early March, 1833, the quarterly meeting was held in Tecumseh. Returning
home, Gilruth stopped in Clinton at a blacksmith's to get a shoe put on his horse.
Two days later, on March 13, he was on his way to the Calhoun Mission quarterly
meeting at Coldwater. He rode from Ann Arbor to Clinton that day, and stayed at St.
Clair's Inn, after preach ing to "a considerable congregation" on the important
question of Jesus, "What shall it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and lose
his own soul?"
The Tecumseh Circuit held a camp meeting in a grove near Clinton , beginning on
Friday, May 31, 1833, and ending on Tuesday morning. They suffered much from rain
but carried the meeting through to a good climax. A little later, on June 11,
Gilruth again stayed overnight at the St. Clair Inn in Clinton. He writes,
"Preached at candlelight on Prayer to a respectable congregation. I had good
liberty & the people gave good attention." Clinton evidently had a strong and
prominent society.
It is interesting to note that the Quarterly Meetings for the year 1833-34, on
the Tecumseh Circuit, were held on January 4-5 at Tecumseh; on March 22-23 at the
North Bend of the River Raisin, or Sharon; and on June 7-8 in a barn near Clinton
owned by Hugh Hallock. In the barn meeting, the eleven o'clock Sunday service was a
"funeral discourse on the death of Br[other] Isaac Bangs, one of our Circuit
Stewards," and brother of preacher Joseph Bangs. Only three such meetings in that
year.

-
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150th ANNIVERSARY OF
OUR CLINTON CHURCH continued
In 1834-35, the Quarterly Meetings opened on October 4-5 at Adrian, in t h e
Presbyterian Meeting House. The second one was held at Saline December 20-21. The
Saline Methodists had purchased a small church on April 29, 1834 for $500. The
third Quarterly Meeting was held at Sharon February 28-March 1, 1835, in a school
house. The fourth Quarterly Meeting was held at Tecumseh on May 23-24 in t h e
Brownsville school house, at the north edge of Tecumseh. In 1835 the Tecumseh, Ann
Arbor, and Ypsilanti circuits held a joint camp meeting at Mallard's Creek near Ann
Arbor, June 5-9. It was a successful strong meeting with over 40 people converted .
Gilruth wrote, "This Meeting will tell in eternity." One of the converts was
Wellington Collins, older brother of Judson Collins, the China missionary.
Wellington was destined to become a Presiding Elder of the Detroit District.
In 1835 the Clinton Methodists took a great step forward in faith, and on July
10 purchased Lot 63 on the southeast corner of Tecumseh road and Church Street. The
deed reads in part--"This indenture made this tenth day of July one thousand and
eight hundred and thirty-five between Charles Pomeroy and Permelia Pomeroy his wife
and Henry Owens of the village of Clinton, Lenawee county, Territory of Michigan of
one part and Edward Lockwood, James Wilson, Josiah Wheeler, Simon Jenkins, and
Benja(min) Lockerby, Trustees in trust for the Methodist Episcopal Church of the
village of Clinton•••for and in consideration of the sum of seventy-five dollars."
The trustees named, and their successors in office, were to have and hold the lot
"and to build or cause to be built thereon a house or place of worship for the use
of the Methodist Episcopal Church." Now the Society had land and began to plan for
a church. They wanted to be independent and not have to use a school house, which
was not always available for use when they wanted it.
In the mid-1830's Michigan was booming. Emigration was high; traffic was heavy
on the Chicago Road, with stage coaches, movers' and dray wagons. Settlers from far
to the west came to Clinton to obtain supplies. Clinton had ten general stores.
But trouble was at hand. In 1836 President Andrew Jackson destroyed the National
Bank; soon banking was in chaos and wildcat banks were springing up. Hard times
started in 1837 and nobody foresaw how difficult they would be, or how long lasting.
On June 2, 1837, an article on the Tecumseh Circuit by John Pitezel, circuit
junior preacher, appeared in the Western Christian Advocate, published in
Cincinnati.
"Our meetings have been generally well attended; professors of religion,
with some exceptions are considerably engaged, and accessions to the church, by
letter and otherwise, have been at least one hundred ••• Tecumseh circuit is, no
doubt, one of importance, embracing six villages, four of which, at least, bid
fair to make places of note. We have societies and preach regularLy in five of
them, and occasionally in the other.
We labor under one great disadvantage--the want of meeting-houses--not one
within the bounds of the circuit. Other denominations are ahead of us in this
respect. This is because we have not attended to it in time, with the
exceedingly unsettled state of the population, and the want of means. Our
brethern are, however, awake to this subject, and we trust through the blessing
of God, to have, in the course of two or three years several houses erected to
the honor of the Most High."
Pitezel wrote on March 13 of generous missionary g1v1ng by the people of the
circuit. Casually he mentioned, "We have just been presenting a meeting-house
subscription." This was to help start building the church in Clinton! The Clinton
Methodists that spring were hauling stone for the foundation. The site was ploughed
and graded. David Woodward, a lad of 12 years of age, drew much of the brick from a
brick yard southwest of Clinton. Josiah Wheeler and Mr. Randolph, two of the
prominent leaders, started building. The church was to be a rectangle, 52 by 40
feet, a strong, substantial brick church. The Society could have built a frame
church much quicker and less expensively. The leaders wanted the best. The walls
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150th ANNIVERSARY OF
OUR CLINTON CHURCH continued
were built very thick like a fortress; the basement walls are about two feet thick,
the sanctuary walls about one-and-a-half feet thick. The foundation must have been
made solid; the building stands square and plumb and proud after 150 years of use.
The expense of the church proved far greater than anticipated. Legend has it
that several Methodists mortgaged farms to raise money for the building project, and
nearly lost them. The brick pattern is intricate. We guess that it was 1838 before
the main body of the church was completed and the roof was put on.. The times were
hard; money was scarce and of uncertain value. In time, enough money was raised so
that the basement could be finished for use. In the 1839 conference minute s
Tecumseh Circuit first reported a meeting house, as well as a parsonage.
The circuit ministers paid a toll to the pressure of the building project and
the hard times. In 1838 senior preacher Peter Sharp received $94.81 salary on his
claim of $200; Ransom Richards received $47.40, instead of $100. In 1840 William
Sprague was supposed to have received $248 salary, as he had a wife and children; he
received only $75. In 1840-41 the preachers were John Baughman and John Gillett,
who had come out of the Sharon Society. They were able men; the membership soared
to 600. Baughman received his full salary of $272; Gillett received his full salary
of $200. The circuit was stronger; times were a little better. Conditions •,;rere
ripe for a forward move.
In the fall of 1841 Luther Day Whitney came to this circuit to stay for two
years. He tells us that they lived in a parsonage at Clinton.
"This charge included Tecumseh and Clinton, where one of us preached every
Sabbath. We had preaching places and societies also at Ridgeway, English
Settlement, Macon, Franklin, Sand Lake, Miller's. There was the body of a fine
brick church up at Clinton, with a roof on and basement furnished for use, with
a debt of $1,300. We stayed on this work tow years, during which time we built
and nearly furnished meeting houses at Tecumseh, Franklin and Ridgeway, and
raised funds to finish and dedicate the church at Clinton and more than pay half
the indebtedness. The charge and care of these enterprises was hard on me. I
rode many days to secure funds, material and mechanics, and worked several weeks
with my hands. (He had been a stone mason in his youth.] Did my share of the
work on the charge with several protracted meetings, where scores of people were
converted."
Whitney's accomplishments were amazing. Of course he had a junior preacher to
help with the work. We imagine that Whitney first tackled raising money for, and
completing the Clinton church, before he got far into building three others. A
search of the Western Christian Advocate has uncovered no new data on this. The
Clinton church must have been completed in 1842. It's interesting to note that the
original Ridgeway church, built by Whitney in 1842-43, a fine frame building, still
stands today as the east half of a carpenter shop, a little west of the corner on
M-50.
On April 3, 1847 the Clinton trustees mortgaged the church to two of the
trustees, Josiah Wheeler and Lewis Woodard, for $1,044.29. Later in 1854 the
combined value of the church and parsonage at Clinton was only $2,600, so this was a
large mortgage. It indicates some new expense, as the debt in 1843 was not more
than $650. We guess that our beautiful German stained glass windows were installed
at this time. Railroads were on hand now; roads were improved; transportation was
far better than it had been in 1837. We have no exact records about the windows.
When the Clinton church was built, the pulpit was in the west end of the
building, the opposite of our modern arrangement. In 1879-80 the church was
extensively renovated; the seating arrangement was turned around to face east. The
pastor, Jesse Kilpatrick had given wise planning and enthusiastic leadership, as he
seemed to do in every church. And this year again, the Clinton Methodists rejoice
in the service rendered by this grand old church, a true historic site.
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by Ronald A. Brunger
{Editor's Note: In the March Messenger we saw the quick rise of the Methodist
Indian Mission in the center of what became the Detroit Conference, beginning at
Lakeville in 1841, and by 1844 extending across Genesee, Lapeer, St. Clair, and
Saginaw Counties. By 1846, if not before, the missionaries were working with
the Indians around Saginaw Bay. In 1849 the mission was divided. Kazier Indian
Mission covered the work in Saginaw, Genesee, and Lapeer Counties, and centered
at the Kazier Mission (earlier called Pe-wah-ne-going, and later Taymouth) and
Ne-bis-sing. The Janesville Indian Mission centered at the Janesville Mission
(named for Bishop Janes) on the Kawkawlin River (northwest of Bay City, and two
miles from the mouth of the river) and covered the work along Saginaw Bay at
Pine-con-ning, and at Pe-see-gun-ning (earlier called Ah-tah-wah 's Place, and
finally to become Saganing), and the work on the Tittabawassee River. As we are
attempting to trace the Methodist history at Saganing, we turn now to the
Janesville Mission.]
In 1855 two Indian preachers, Peter o. Johnson and Peter Marksman, "a brace of
Peters," were appointed to the Janesville Indian Mission. They must have been
received with joy. :e.eter Marksman has left s_ome account of his work. _He tells
particularly of a notable Quarterly Meeting held at Janesville from Friday evening,
January 10, 1856, to Monday morning. On Friday, Marksman laid down a carpet.
Toward evening his old superintendent, William Brockway, arrived, also a brother
minister, William Tuttle, who brought supplies of food to help. In the opening
service that evening, "Brother Tuttle preached and Brother Irons interpreted the
sermon. Good meeting. The people shouted for joy." On Saturday services were held
in the afternoon and evening. At the business meeting that afternoon, the license
of Pe-dwa-we-dum, an exhorter was taken from him because he had had a fight with his
wife. On Sunday morning there was a love-feast, then a church service marked by the
baptism of children and the Lord's Supper. On Sunday evening they had preaching ,
exhortation, and a prayer meeting. Marksman felt that it had been a wonderful
Quarterly Meeting.
In July 1836, Peter Marksman went to the Upper Peninsula to visit belovoo scenes
and friends. He attended a large Indian camp meeting at Point Iroquois, near the
Soo, then the Kewawenon Camp Meeting (site of the present Zeba Church, north of
L'Anse). In late summer Marksman returned by steamer to Detroit, then he traveled
on the railroad to Fentonville, the end of the line. He went on by stage to Flint,
and thence out to the Camp Meeting in Taymouth Township near Kazier. Here 1,000
Indians gathered and a considerable number of white people. Marksman rejoiced to
meet here an Indian who had been converted under his preaching at Lakeville, who was
"still faithful."
In the mid-1850's the government and the Church were formulating a plan to
gather the Indians together in a few central places and give them lands. The plan
was that the Indians of the Saginaw Valley would be moved to as reservation to the
west in Isabella County in the late summer of 1856. Brockway reported in September
that most of the people of the Kazier Mission left about August 10, for their new
home in the woods. Not all the people moved, and some discouraged by difficult
conditions, moved back. The result finally was that the Kazier Church (soon to be
called Taymouth) survived:.
The government and the Indians had agreed on a second small reservation around
Pesahgening. Brockway reported on a fine Quarterly Meeting here is the spring of
1857, apparently. With a rainy day and bad traveling from Isabella County, where he
was located, Brockway arrived late on a Saturday afternoon. The last 25 miles was
through "an almost unbroken forest of pine and hemlock, with only a bridle path cut
through it." After the meeting he wrote of Pesahgening, "We have no better Indians,
or better Christians•••and though I regret they could not all have been induced to
settle in Isabella County, yet I think this will be a good settlement, and I believe
the Missionary Society will not give it up." In 1865-57 Peter Marksman was
stationed at Pesahgening.
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Isaac Greensky, who soon would become an Indian Methodist preacher, was living
in Pesahgening at this time. A baby son was born in his home, who would become
another faithful Indian preacher. We read:
Simon Greensky, whose Chippewa name was Pah-jee-nee-nee-wah, was born on
September 29, 1856, at Saganing, a quiet Indian village located on the shores of
the Saginaw Bay, between Pinconning and Standish. He was brought up in a
Christian home, and followed the teachings of that home all his life. The
little Indian church at Saganing nurtured his spiritual lifi' and there he
learned the holy art of serving God by serving his neighbors."
A yoong Indian at Pesahgening, by the name of Joseph Cabay, was somehow inspired
to get an education. He attended Baldwin University at Berea, Ohio, then found his
way to Boston. People befriended him and made it possible for him to attend Harvard
College for three years. He became well acquainted with a young woman named Mary,
who had attended the Methodist Academy at Wilbraham, Massachusetts, and was now
doing missionary work in Boston. Mary had dreamed of doing mission work in India,
but the way had never opened for her. Joseph Cabay asked her to become his wife and
assist him in his work among his own people. Mary assented, believing this was
God's call, despite the opposition of her father. Joseph and Mary were married
March 5, 1863, in spite of the fact that he had become sickly. Joseph had
contracted the disease that carried off so many Indians, consumption, later to be
called tuberculosis. No cure was know for it then.
Corning west to Detroit, the Cabays were kindly entertained by Rev. and Mrs. John
Arnold. Joseph's condition was worsening. In Bay City their host engaged an Indian
from Pesahgening to take them by boat. They reached Pesahgening just before
sunset. Mary was welcomed with kindness , but the cultural shock and homesickness
were great. As Indians crowded into the home, Joseph made Mary promise to stay with
his people and help them. "Yes, I will do as you wish," she finally promised.
Joseph's father and the interpreter carne to the m at Joseph's bedside. Clearly
the father had read the signs of Joseph's ill health. The interpreter said to Mary,
"The chief will now go through the ceremony of adopting you into the family." Long
after Mary wrote of the scene: "Taking my hand and putting it over Joseph's, he then
placed his right hand over mine, saying, 'God is about taking my son Joseph to
Himself. The love I have had for him I now give to y ou. You are hereafter a
daughter to me in the same sense that he has been a son.'" He then raised his eyes
heavenward and asked God to bless his white daughter, and help her to love her
Indian brothers and sisters and do them much good. He then b estowed an Indian name
on her Wah Sash Kah Moqua, meaning, "There was darkness but your corning brings
light." Joseph smiled and said, "Now I am satisfied," kissed her, l?fked up and
said, "Dear Saviour, receive my spirit," and was gone from the earth."
A cousin of Joseph's, Peter Sagatoo, supplied the young widow with wood and
helped her in many ways. In 1865 they were married. So Mary Sagatoo remained in
Saganing and became a strong leader in the Indian Churc h and community.
Almost immediately Mary Sagatoo started a Sunday School. She was quickly made
the school teacher; her government salary was $400 per year. She took the first
$100 she received, and went to Saginaw and spent $90 in buying clothing and dishes
for the Indians. "The Indian preacher had three plates, three knives, three cups
and saucers, and three pewter spoons. The preacher and his wife were to use one
each of the above named articles, but the third on was for the wh ite minister from
Isabella, who carne once in three months to preach to the Indians." Mary taught
school for the government five years, the the government support ceased. She went
on to teach one year and three months free.
(To be concluded in the September. issue)
;Memoir of Simon Greensky in the 1938 Detroit Conference Minutes, p. 503 .
r1ary Sagatoo: Wah Sash Kah Moqua, pp.39-40

