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ANNUAL MEETING
.IWERYONE -is

inv-ited to -a-tten-d theannual meeting of the Commission on
Archives and
The Friends of the
Archives.
June 7, 1994
9:30 A.M. to 12:30 P.M.
at
Stephenson Alumni Lounge
North Hall
Adrian College
The
session
will
begin
with
refreshments and will include an
excellent presentation by Reverend
Eskil
Frederickson
on
"Swedish
Methodism".
There
is
no
registration
fee
except
your
presence.
We will
conclude our
session at 12:30 so you will have
ample time before the Detroit Annual
Conference convenes.

May 1994
The field trips include a visi t to
the West Ohio Archives, a v isi t to
Hanby House and the Anti-Saloon
- t;eague, - to the -wyandott Indi-an
Mission and to the Lyme
Village
Shrine
Cluster
including Bishop
Seybert Church.
Among the presentations will be a
presentation on James B. Finley who
was
an
early
minister
to
the
Wyandott Indian Mission.
We will
also hear about "German Methodism"
and
will
witness
a
dramati c
presentation of "Georgia Harkness."
The convocation is packed fu l l with
many excellent activities.
You
don't want to miss this.
For
further information contact J ames
Simmons.

* * *
HELSEA ""RETIREMENT "COMMUNITY -

* * *
1994 CONVOCATION
NORTH CENTRAL JURISDICTION
ARCHIVES AND HISTORY
This year's convocation will be at
Ohio
Wesleyan
University
in
Delaware, Ohio. It will commence at
6:30 p.m. on July 11 and will
conclude following lunch on July 14.
The cost for the convocation is only
$160.00 and includes meals, lodging
and admission costs for our trips.

The other day I came across a very
yellowed newspaper clipping. The r e
was no year nor indication of whi c h
newspaper .
It was dated "Nov. 12."
If you go to the Chelsea Retireme nt
Community one of the first things
you will notice is the statue
mentioned in this article.
It is IMPORTANT that something saved
for
the
future
is
properly
identified, dated and the source is
acknowledged.
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The article is entitled "Statue Is
Dedicated" and is as follows:
"Ministers and laymen of the Detroit
Methodist Conference were here today
for an observance of the fortieth
anniversary of the founding of the
Methodist Horne. On the program was
the dedication of a bronze statue,
"Christ and One World," made from a
model
designed
by
Mrs.
Agnes
McClean, of Ann Arbor."

* * *

Hazelton now has its third Methodist
Church structure, all on the same
site. There were several remodeling
projects from 1883 t o 1973. One of
these was financed by the building
and selling of three houses by the
men of the church. The 1883 church
structure was demolished July 12-14,
1973.
The cornerstone of the new
church was placed, along with stones
from the 1883 church and the 1927
East Wing addition, on February 17,
1974. The first service was he l d i n
the new centrum July 28, 1974. "

* * *
JEWELS IN THE ARCHIVES

By Ronald Brunger
FLUSHING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The history of a church building can
sometimes be very interestingly
presented.
The Flushing United
Methodist Church at the time of
their sesquicentennial made it a
practice to present a monthly moment
concerning their history.
This
dramatized and created interest in
the celebration.
One illustration
follows:

Among the treasures found in the
Detroit
Conference
Historical
Archives at Adrian College are
copies
of
the
early
Western
Christian Advocate from 1834 to
1837, and the copies of the Michigan
Christian
Advocate,
with
the
exception of one year, prior to
1917. We need researchers in these
materials to unearth some of the
treasures which they undoubtedly
contain.

. A BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR BUILDING
"A sawmill for a church, such was
the beginning of public religious
life in Flushing.
The year was
1840.
In January, 1842, a Society
was organized and became the First
Methodist
Episcopal
Church
of
Flushing Mills.
Then in 1848, a
fourth of a block of land was
donated by James Seymour and through
sacrifice and hard work, a building
was dedicated in the autumn of 1848.
On January 22, 1883, it burned to
the ground.
The fire was supposed
to have started from a "defective
chimney.
On July 16, 1883, the
cornerstone was laid for a new
building.
The southwest corner of Main

and

The
former
Archivist,
Reverend
Ronald Brunger and Reverend John
Park have done some research in the
early years of the Western Christian
Advocate. We include a few examples
of this research which indicate how
much our learning and understanding
of early Methodism in our area may
be increased by such research.
In the March 29, 1839 issue of the
Western
Advocate
we
find
the
following report from the Romeo
Circuit
that
illustrates
the
evangelistic
urgency
and
revivalistic fervor of the early
Methodists in Michigan which brought
great results.
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"Romeo Circuit, Michigan Conference.
Dear Brethren -- the good work
of the Lord has been carried on at
several of the appointments on this
circuit.
Our worthy predecessors
labored zealously and we entered
into their labors .
We found the
classes, with few exceptions , to be
in a prosperous state.
We di d not
hope for anything mo re t h an o rdinary
success
in
the
conve r s i on
of
sinners; but we h ave been happily
disappointed.
The first extra
effort we put forth was at Newburg,
- i.-n L a p eer Coufft.y I -wfi.ere mor e t h a n a
score of souls were born of God.
And whi le one of us remai ned to
superintend the meeting, and open
the door of the church, the other
commenced another meeting at the
other extremity of the c i rcuit,
where the power of the Lord was
remarkably felt, and some t hirty
were
converted.
Hav i ng
an
appointment for another protracted
meeting, and not deemed it ad v i sable
to leave those already commenced, we
enlisted two local preachers and one
exhorter.
And while the pious
brethren drew the bow, God d i rected
the arrow , which reached the hearts
of more than twenty, who received
remission of sins. We held another
meeting where there was no class and
where scarcely a trac e of Methodi s m
could be found, the r esult of which
wa-s - the- conveFSTon of mo r e t h an
forty, and a flourishing class.
A
fifth protracted effort has just
been closed where some twenty have
experienced religion, and the good
work is still going on.
We have
received one hundred and fifty on
probation, since the commencement of
the conference year. Pray for us .
Yours in the best of bonds,
James Shaw
Ransom R. Richard," the circuit
preachers. March 1, 1839 .

In the Wester n Advocate on March 22,
183 9 we found this report:
" Plymouth
Circuit,
Michigan
Conference.
"The Lord has F ..>spered Zion on
most parts of Pl yr r t h Circuit. We
ha ve received abou c 150 in all
t hre e-fourths of t h e1n on trial, the
o ther by letter. Our meetings have
been
i nterest ing.
Some
were
protracted, and attended with great
g ood.
At each there were several
conve rsions , and the membership were
profited.
Brother Samuel Bibbi ns,
o n e of our l ocal preachers, has
recently _held........a protrac ted--meeting
i n the bounds of our circuit, which
was truly extraordinary. It was in
a ne ighborhood where there had been
but little preaching, and where that
irreligious movement, Universalism,
was prevalent .
But the gospel of
Chri s t, which has power in it, took
effect.
The harvest of them, with
others , f e lt pungent conviction of
s in. They c a me, humbled even in the
d us t, at the mourner's bench, and
were conve rted, others before them
left the a ltar.
There were about
for t y converted,
and thirty-two
joined on trial, forthwith.
February 26, 1839.
John Kinnear
Ada m
Minnis,"
the
circuit
p r e ach ers .
Samue l

Bibbins

was

the

prominent

_ _gcu:l.¥- l o cal preachex:- .who -tr-a-veleGwit h Presiding Elder'James Gilruth
in 18 34 do wn to the meetings of the
Ohio
An n u al
Conf e r e nce
in
Circlev i l l e,
Ohio.
The
1839
Michigan
Conference
refused
to
ordai n Samue l Bibbins and Marcus
b e cause
of
their
strong
s wift
abo lit i o n vi e ws.
Both men shortl y
became leaders in founding the
Wes l eyan Met hodi st Church which f r om
the beginning h a d a n a nti-slavery
stand .

* * *
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THE VANDERBILT STORY

Last fall Reverend Warren Pettis of
the Gaylord United Methodist Church
was visiting one of his parishioners
and she shared with him the 50th
Anniversary program for the former
Vanderbilt First Methodist Episcopal
Church.
This church no longer
exists as it was merged several
years ago with the Congregational
Church and became the Vanderbilt
Community Church.
The
former
Methodist Episcopal building is now
the Holy Spirit catholic Church.
The Anniversary program contained
some interesting information.
"It is told by some of the old
settlers, that the first religious
work done in Vanderbilt was of the
union type, and a very successful
Christmas Tree program was held in
the depot in 1881.
In the next year two separate
organizations
were
formed
and
building projects launched.
The
Congregationalists
built
a
Tabernacle. The Methodists started
the Church building that is still in
use.

was passed:
'We, the undersigned trustees
of the First Methodist Episcopal
Church of Vanderbilt, Otsego County,
Michigan, do hereby p ledge ourse l ves
that in buildi ng a church in this
place we will not incur debt other
than the loan of $250.00 secu red
from the Church Extension Society.'
The resolution was s i gned b y the
above named trustees and witnesse d
by A.J. Vancamp, who, without doubt ,
was the first pastor of the church.
It seems that the building of the
church was rather slow ,
t hough
enough was done in 1882 so that it
could be used as a meeting place ."

* * *
ADDITIONS TO ARCHIVES

There have been several valuable
additions to the holding of our
Archives.
Two of the outstanding
additions have included materials
from the Detroit Conference United
Methodist Women and from f ormer
members of the Grace Method ist
Church, the Whitefield Method ist
Church and the Whitefield- Grace
United Methodist Church of Detr o i~ .

On May 23, 1882, the Board of
Trustees, which had already been
elected, secured a loan from the
Church Extension Fund which was to
start off the building project. The
bond for this loan was witnessed by
W.A. Simons, George A. Moore, and
Theon B. Weldon.
The trustees
signing the bond were H.L. Bonner,
Royal Stone, Marshal Chapin, Andrew
H. Youmans, Albert c. Robinson, John
Hood, Alfred H. Hoover, Charles B.
curtis and Avery Herrick.

From the United Methodist Women I
would like to spotlight materials
concerning the Deaconess movement in
Detroit.
Your Archivist has been
assisting a woman in California who
is
researching
the
Deaconess
movement. Much valuable informati on
was gleaned from volumes containing
the handwritten "Proceedings" of the
Board of Trustees of the Detroit
Deaconess Home from 1889 through
1903.
There was also a picture of
the
Deaconess
Home
at
53
W.
Elizabeth Street which was purchased
in 1893.

At a meeting of the trustees on June
26, 1882, the following resolution

In recent months I have received
many requests for verification of

THE HISTORICAL MESSENGER
MAY 1994
Page 5

ministers that I have researched in
answer to inquiries.

baptism for persons who had been
baptized in the Grace Methodist
Episcopal Church and the Whitefield
Methodist Episcopal Church.
A
former pastor of the church now
living in Colorado contacted me and
made me aware of where those records
were being stored.
She then made
arrangements
for
them
to
be
delivered to the Archives.
The
other day a man showed up with
- -eleven-contai:rrers--ot records f:-=r:.. .:o:::.:m:.;:,_______
those churches.
Now I am able to
comply with requests for baptismal
verification. There were all kinds
of legal papers for the two churches
plus the original mortgage for the
Tireman Avenue Methodist Episcopal
Church.
Persons knowing the whereabouts of
records
for
other
Methodist
churches, please see that they find
their way to the Archives.
It is
wonderful when I can respond with a
"Yes I can " instead of a "Sorry."

* * *
ARCHIVIST - BUSY AS A BEE
Conference
Cane
tradition
is
spreading. Murzella Brown, widow of
- -Reverend - J:aru-ce- srown - snared ourConference Cane
tradition with
Reverend Bruce Wilson of the South
Georgia
Conference.
I
have
furnished them information and they
are
considering
a
similar
recognition.
The Forester United Methodist Church
will celebrate its 125th Anniversary
this summer.
Are there other
churches celebrating anniversaries?
Let me know.
You can see that I have not let any
grass grow under my feet as you look
over the list of churches and

CHURCH
Bloomfield Hills, st. Paul's
Dearborn First
Detroit Asbury
Detroit Bethany
Detroit Grace
Detroit Martha Holmes Memorial
Detroit Whitefield
Detroit Whitefield-Grace
Erie
Forester
Grand Marais~--------~-----------Madison Heights
River Rouge Epworth
Samaria Grace

MINISTERS
J. Benson Akers
Ralph Augustan Baker
Hezekiah Jeremiah Beck
c.w. Butler
C.L. Ellis
Ellis Fenton
Charles Frost
Ninian Holmes
Harley Alber Lewis
LeRoy Lewis
Carl J. Litchfield
James Lumsden
James Hugh McMillan
Fred Matthews
Charles Nash
Hugh Edward Walker
_ __ _ _Hgn_nr_ Nbi..t_e_ __
-- --Orrin Whitmore
James Wooten
HELP NEEDED on
projects.

a couple of research

1.
Any information about
Reverend
Evan
Hakinson
who
transferred
into
the
Michigan
Methodist Protestant Conference on
18 September 1848.
2. Information about Abram T.
Still and/or the periodical Toward
the setting Sun, Historical Journal
of the Hethodist Church.

THE HISTORICAL MESSENGER
MAY 1994
Page 6
PASTOR Is REPORT
GRACE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
September 1, 1912
Dear Friends in Christ:
In presenting my annual report
I do so with feelings of gratitude.
Another milestone has been passed.
This old landmark of Methodism has
added another year to its history.
The ocean has its low as well as its
high tides.
This is our low tide
but who can tell what the future may
bring forth.
Here our attendants are few but
it spells "Sacrifice".
We have a
choice people rich in character.
Loyalty holds this church together.
The pastor desires to thank the
people for the many kindnesses
extended to him and appreciates the
financial aid received by the church
from its members.
He also feels doubly grateful
for the splendid interest evidenced
by a number who are not connected
directly with this society.
These
have
shown
the
pastor
marked
courtesy
and
in
addition
have
responded when financial aid was
requested.
Regular preaching services have
been maintained throughout the year
with but a few exceptions and in a
number of instances the people have
faced the inclement weather that
they might worship with the Lord in
His temple.
Realizing
that the country
church cannot succeed without great
sacrifice, it has been our aim to
educate the people to attend the
means of grace by being on hand even
if the weather was uninviting.
The Sunday School
services
follow
the
regular
preaching
services.
Bro. Wm. Turner takes
full charge.
These sessions are
profitable
and
nearly
everyone

remains for the school.
The Ladies Aid Society is a
vigorous organization. Strong links
of love hold its members.
It is an
invaluable aid to this church.
In
all its history I am informed not
one dissension has arisen.
We
therefore
cannot
be
discouraged while so much loyalty,
sacrifice and good will are in
evidence.
The future looks brighter. New
subdivisions are being opened near
by and property is being sold which
means an increase in population
later on.
Let us trust and pray
that among the number there may be
those who will come up to the aid of
the Lord.
Respectfully submitted
E.A. Wanless

* * *
CLIPPING IN BIBLE
I found a newspaper clipping in a
Bible belonging to Mrs. W.H. Wagner.
Her husband was an Evangelical
minister.
"The Young Men's Bible Class of the
Evangelical
church
motored
to
Lansing Sunday, October 10, for the
purpose of holding our regular
monthly
business
meeting
and
visiting
our
former
leaders,
Reverend and Mrs. W.H. Wagner, 521
Townsend Street.
Aside from the
usual blow-outs and delays at the
sheriff's office on account of
having hit different chickens while
enroute, and a slight accident, the
trip was a success.
All sixteen
people who undertook the journey
were alive at the last reckoning
Sunday evening.
Of course, all
reported a good time.
Mr. Wagner
sends "his best" to all his old
Dearborn friends."

