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LET'S KEEP SELLING OUR BOOKS
Our new history of Michigan Methodism
covering the 20th Century to date, was published six months ago. Volume I, by Dr.
Margaret Macmillan of Western Michigan
University, has 4j0 pages, over 50 pictures
plus charts, appendices, and index. Volume
II, by Dr. A. Douglas MacNaughton of Adrian
College, has 650 pages, about 100 pictures,
plus charts, appendices and index. The
first volume comes in a blue and white jacket. We now have a comprehensive and authoritative history of Michigan Methodism
(M.E. and M.P. before union with the E.U.B.)
a history which should be in the libraries
of every minister and every church, and in
the homes of laymen who wish to know their
church better.
The new history comes at a bargain
price. Copies of our first volume covering the 19th Century sell for only $4.00.
The new volume sells for only $7.00, a bargain price in the light of the price of
most books today. The set of two volumes
is available for only $10.00.
Just today we sold a set to a man who
runs a book store. "Why", he said, "they
can 1 t print these books for $10 ! 11 "The Conference must have subsidized this history
heavily." Yes, our price is cheap. But the
truth is that if we can sellour books, the
Trustees will be able to reimburse the two
Annual Conferences for the investment made
in the project about 10 years ago.
(Cont. on pg. 2)

One root of United Methodism in America goes back to a group of second and
third generation Germans, descendants of
the Palatines who nad settled in Limerick
County Ireland, to escape persecution in
their homeland.
One young man, Philip Embury, born
about 1728, was converted under t he preaching of John Wesley on Christman Day 1752.
In his diary, Embury has this comment on
his conversion: "The Lord shone into my
soul by a glimpse of his redeeming love:
being an earnest of my redemption in Christ
Jesus to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen.••
A carpenter by trade, he became a Me thodist local preacher . In 1760, some of
these Germans living in Ireland, including
about 35 Methodists, came to New York.
Among them were Philip Embury, his cousin,
Barbara Heck, and members of their families. Very little is known about this
group from 1760 to 1766.
In September 1766, Barbara Heck v isited her brother, Paul Ruckle. According
to the story, she found her brother and
some friends playing cards. Looking upon
this as a sign of moral degeneracy, she
seized the cards and threw them into the
fire. She then went to Philip Embury's
house, telling him that as a local preacher
he had better start preaching or they would
"all go to hell together."
After making excuses, Embury finally
gave in and started to preach in his own
home to his cousin, Barbara Heck, and four
other persons. An increase in attendance
forced the hiring of a large room and the
first Methodist Class in New York was formed. The society needed more room and moved to the rigging loft on Cart and Horse
Street in New York. Soon plans were made
for a church.
(Cont. on pg. 2, Col. 2)
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Let's Keep Selling Our Books(Cont . )
Copies may be secured by wri t ing to Ford
Ceasar, 3ll o N. Grand River Ave. , Lansing,
Mi. 48906. Add 75 cents for mailing one
volume; $1.00 for a set . Make your check
out to f'Michigan Methodist Historical Socity. " Or you can get our history books at
the Cokesbury Store in Detroit. Or from
District representatives on the Commission
on Archives and History .
The Trustees need $3,000 soon, to pay
outstanding bills. If we can sell the
equivalent of 300 sets(and we ought to do
it easily), we will not need to borrow.
This is a project of our two Conferences.
We call on our ministers and faithful laymen, to spend a bit of time in promoting
our history. Show these attractive books to
some of the people in your Church, who would
probably be interested. We have no commissioned salesmen. The job is ours to do.
Wtth a proper effort in all our 960 churches, we would speedily sell all our
books. Is that not true?
OUR NATIONAL METHODIST SHRINES
Are you aware that the United Methodist
Church has 17 Official Historic Shrines?
Have you ever visited any of these shrines
on your vacations? This might well add a
new dimension and interest for yUu.
The nearest M~ thodist s hrine to us in
Michigan is the WJ.andott Indian Mission
church at Upper Sandusky, Ohio. John Stewart, led by the inner vo ice, came northwest through the wilderness from Marietta
in l81 G to preach to the Wyandott Indians.
A school was soon establ i shed, the first
Manual Training School in the country. The
present stone church was buil t in 1824.
2. John Street Church in the Wall Street
area of New York City. On this site, Wesley Chapel was built in 1768 under the
leadership of Philip Embury and Captain
Thomas Webb . Many fascinating historic
khings are on exhibit here.
3. St. George*s Church, Philadelphia at
235 N. 4th Street, a part of J:'Independence
National Historical Park. This is the oldest Methodist Church in the country , dating
- (Cont . Col . 2)

Philip Embury, Method i st Pioneer(Cont.)
On October 30, 1768 , Wesley ~fiapel on
John Street was dedicated by Philip Embury.
He gave the dedicatory sermon from t he pul pit he had built. This structure was the
first Methodist Church i n New York . Since
~issenters were not permitted to cons t r uct
their own churc hes, this new Methodist Cha pel had a 'tfireplace and chimney" t o appear
within the law as a Hwelling. Disse n ters
were permitted to worship i n a bu ild ing not
considered a church.
(And so it was in the town of New York
i n 1766 . The articl e a bove appeared i n t he
October issue of the Wes t Si de Ann Arbor
church paper, a nd may serve as an example o f
the possibility of using our church pa p~s
to educate our people concern ing the ir he ritage.)
Our National Methodis t Shrines (Cont . )
from 1769. Here Francis Asbury prea ched in
1771; the first Annual Con fere nces were held
here . Here is a fi ne historica l l ibr ary,
and many curios.
4. Robert Strawbridge House near New Windsor , Maryland. Here Strawbridge , a local
preacher from Ireland, liv ed from 1760 to
177 6 ; he organized t he f i r s t Methodist Society in America, a nd buil t t he fi rs t log
churdh in 17 64 nearby .
5. Barratt's Chapel, nea r Brederica, Delaware. This quaint brick church was built
during the Revolution, in 1 780. A metal
star on the floor marks t he historic meeting of Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury on
Nov. 14, 17 84, just before the Chris t mas
Conference at whicn the Me thodist Episcopal
Church was organized.
6 . Old Stone Church Site a t Lees bur g, Va .
A deed on May 11, 1766, conveyed the pr operty
for a church and graveyard . A stone meetinghouse was built by 1768. It was d isman tled
in 1902. The cemetery con tains gr aves of e
early preachers.
7. Jacob Albrigh t . .Chapel at Kl ein f elters ville, Pa. Jacob Albright , founder of t he
Evangelical Church is buried here . The
quaint church was buil t in 1850.
(O:on t. on p. 3)
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8. Old Otterbein Church , Baltimore. This
churcn, built in 1785, is the oldest church
i n Baltimore. Here Philip William Otterbein,
one of the founders of the United Brethren
Church, was pastor from 1774 to 1813; he is
buried in the churchyard .
9. Whitaker's Chapel, near Enfield, North
Carolina, the historic shrine of democratic
American Methodism. Here in 1828, 14 preachers and 12 laymen met and formed the first
conference of the Methodist Protestant Church.
10. Green Hill House, Louisburg, N. C.
The first annual conference of the newly esbablished M. E. Church was held here April
20-24, 178~, with 20 £reachers in attendance.
11. St. Simons Island, Georgia, 6 miles
east of Brunswick. Reached by a scenic highway across the Marshes of Glynn, Epworth-bythe-Sea, the South Georgia Conference Center,
is an all-year assembly. Here the Wesleys
preached in 173,., and later Whitefield .
12 . Oxford, Georgia. The Georgia Conference in 183u chartered Emory College. The
town and Emory College represented "the new
souti1" following the Thanksgiving Day, 1880,
address by Dr. Atticus G. Haygood .
13. Rehoboth Church, Union, W. Va. This
log church was built in 1786; Bishop Asbury
in 1788 ordained John Smith here, the first
ordination west of t he Alleghenies .
14 . Acuff's Chapel near Blountville, Tennessee. This log church was built by Timothy Acuff around 1786 . This was one of
Bishop Asbury ' s preaching places.
15 . Edward Cox House, near Bluff City, Tennessee. This i mpressive log house built by
the earliest Hethodist settler in Tennessee
before the Revolution , was v isited several
times by Bishop Asbury.
16. Old McKendree Chapel, Jackson, MO.
About 1806 a Methodist campmeeting was held
here . This chapel named after Bishop McKendree, was erected in 1819, and is probably
the oldest Protestant church west of the
Mississippi River. The first annual conference in Missouri was held here in 1819.
17. The Peter Cartwright Church, Pleasant
Plains, Ill • This is our ne,ves t shrine,
established by the 197o General Conference.
Peter Cartwright(l785-1872) was the most
famous of all t he Methodist Circuit Riders.
(Cont. Col. 2)

Our National Methodist Shrine s ( Cont.)
He was for 50 years a Presiding El der . He
helped establis h McKendree College, I ll i nois
Conference Female Academy(now ~~CMurray College)
and Illinois Wesleyan University . The present church was built in 1857. Here Peter a nd
Frances Cartwright are bur i ed . Descendan t s
are still active in the congrega tion.

HISTORIC SITES IN MICHIGAN ?
Methodist Historic Si tes may be designated
by Annual Conferences, or Jurisdictional Conferences. An His t oric Site is a site or
structure associated with an important event,
or development, or personali ty . It may no t
have national prominence or importance, but
it has importance for the local Annual Conference, or state, or region .
There are 45 Method i st Histor ic Sites
which have been properly designated , and registered with the national Commiss i on on
Archives and History. We no te a f ew of these
as examples:
3. Jesse Lee Memorial Church , East Readfield, Maine.
6. Etam U.M Church near Chil l i co t her, Ohio.
7. William Watters Grave, McLean, Va .
8. Shawnee Methodist Miss i on, Kansas.
11. Maine Wesleyan Seminary , Ken t's Hill .
21. Graves of the Rev . & Mrs. Freeborn
Garretson, Rhinebeck, N. Y.
26. Mother Church of Methodism in eas tern
South Dakota , at Yank ton.
33. Old Bethel Church, Gre encastel , Ind.
Looking over this list, we note t nat South
Dakota has 8 sites listed among t he 45, a nd
Maine has 6. Michigan has none
Its not that Michigan lacks his t ory, a s
we know. We have a great historical her itage
in Michigan. We have been lacking in i n i tiative and vision. The newly elected officers
of our Commission on Archives and His tory a re
determined that we shall remedy our deficiency,
and move ahead in this field.
President Gordon Ackerman has a ppointed
a committee to explore and cons i der pos s ibilities and make some recommendations t o t he
Commission. Committee Qons i sts of Rev. Ronald
A. Brunger, convenor, Rev . Allan Gray, Mr s. Fe rn
Pike of Akron, and Frank Crisman. ( Con t . p . 4)
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Historic Sites in Michigan? (Cont . )
of Troy. It is likely the Commission will
have some recommendations to make to the
Annual Conference in 1977, in this matter.
We hope that some of the readers of the
Messenger will send in their ideas of the
places that are most worthy of being designated Historic Methodist Sites in Michigan.
We hope to put Michigan Methodism on the
map in this matter.

A CENTENNIAL SERVICE
One hundred years ago on a hot sultry
Sunday, Aug. 13, 1876, the people of Monroe
gathered in St. Paul's United Methodist
Church to hold a memorial Service for the
men who lost their lives in the battle of
the Little Big Horn. General Custer and
five other men lost in the battle came from
Monroe; the community was greatly affected.
This year a Centennial Memorial Service was
held on Aug. 15. This attracted a large
congregation and much interest. The Custer
family marker and the graves of two of the
soldiers are in the Woodland Cemetery.

AN A R DU0 US

AN OUTDOOR BICENTENNIAL SERVI CE
On Sunday, Sept. 19, St. Paul's United
Methodist Church in Roches t er, held an ou tdoor camp meeting service i n t he a pple or chard
next to the church, and followed it with a pic nic . The minis t ers and the i r f amil ies, dr es sed in bicentennial garb, were brought by hor se
and buggy . The pul pit was on a l ow wagon r ack,
which served as a stage . The people dre ss ed in
oldtUne garb sat on bla nkets on the ground , or
on chairs.
The service was marked by in f ormal ity,
several dramatic interludes, music by the Cherub, Crusader, Epworth , and Chancel Choirs, the
participation of Evangelist Childress and Circuit Riders Brunger and Mil l er, pl us a stir ring
sermon by Circuit Rider Hickey. I t wa s a s ervice enjoyed by all.
Afterwards the people enj oyed a bountiful
repast, visiting, picture-taking , and a dis play of the firin& of a col onial musket by
Alex Ebneth. The wea ther was per fect . People
continued to remark ha ppil y a bou t t h is experience, for days afterward. Th is was the
climax of a notable Bicentenn i al Year.

E A RL Y L I F E

One of the prominent Methodist leaders in Michigan a century ago , was J ohn M. Ar nold.
After only 7 years in the ministry, he became a Presiding Elder. As a boy he had a manifest
hunger for books, like the young Abraham Lincoln. As a preache r, he promoted and so l d books
to the people; his sales soared to $2500 a year. In 1864 he es t ablished a Me thod i st Book
Store in Detroit. For years he was the Methodist bookman of Detroit. He d id printing, and
published the Conference Minutes. In 1863 at the Annual Conference i n Romeo , he instigated
a debate on the advisability of a state Methodist paper. He was one of t he founders of t he
Michigan Christian Advocate ten years later, and became the assistant edi t or. I n 1879, he
became the editor. He was one of the founders of Bay View. He died unexpectedly on Dec . S,
1884. At the tUne he held "four of the most arduous offices" i n t he Conference. Pro f ound
sorrow was expressed at his passing.
We live today in a difficult day f or our youth, who oftern can not find jobs after extensive training. It might be well for us to consider the hardships and d iff icul t i es t hat
John Arnold experienced in his boyhood and youth. They seem incredible to us today. Frontier and backwoods society was a difficult place for widows or orphans or poor lads who want- .
ed an education. By determination and faith, Arnold overcame incred ible ha ndicaps, and ros e
to a place of prominent leadership.
John Motte Arnold was born in Acra, a romantic
Oct. 15 , 1824. His father Joseph was an old school
and preached in neighboring churches, receiving but
When John was one year old, his f a t her died l eaving

hamlet in the Catskill Mounta i ns , on
Baptist prea cher, who ha d a smal l farm
a pittance . Ane he had eleven chil dr en~
his mo ther " no t h ing but the care of a
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large family, and a childlike dependence upon the widow's God." Picture the widow's plight
in the past ages. There was no welfare for her, no ADC. Employment opportunities were
nearly nUl; no factories, sotres, hospitals, or business executives were looking for fe male help. Mrs. Arnold was obliged to scatter her family; s~e took John with her to live
with a brother.
John first went to school at the age of three and a half. He had a brilliant mind; at
the age of six, he read well. At seven he undertook to read the Bible through. He lacked
access to books. At five he attended Sunday School. He had to run away to do this; his
clothing was so poor that his mother had refused him permission to do this. Once as a boy
he suffered extreme pain for several days, and asked his mother to reconcile the sufferings
of men with the goodness of God. The mind of a future minister was in training.
When John was six, his mother was compelled to seek another home. Unable to keep John
longer, and hearin~of a family who wished to take a child, she ~eluctantly accepted the
offer to bind him out. His new master proved a taskmaster, and quite unpleasant. The family wanted work of this small boy, and he was not equal to the demands placed upon him. He
was very pale, afflicted with a persistent cough; it seemed that he had little prospect of
attaining manhood.
There came a change of fortune; the mother and son were reunited . She worked as a
house-keeper for six shillings a week and the privilege of sending her boy to school. For
two happy years he attended regularly and learned rapidly. Then the couple died, and mother
and son were separated again.
John went to live for five years with an uncle, "a farmer among the stones (always a
fertile crop) on the mountain side." The uncle was irreligious and peculiar. His aunt
took an interest in h~, but his uncle regarded him as a totally depraved child, and did
not hesitate to say so. However he was allowed to attend school, six months in the year for
three years, and then for two succeeding winters. These years were marked by mischief and
frequent whippings . They were also filled with the reading of everything available. Books
like "Life of Ann Judson", ''Murray's Reader", "Johnson's Allegories", "Addison's Writings",
and especially "The Arabian Nights", were eagerly devoured. The favorite punishment inflicted on John for misdemeanors, was banishment to the attic; there with a book, he was happy.
He was also sustained by a great love of nature. He loved the mountains and the clouds. He
was ~reatly intere&~d in trees, plan ts, and ~itd flowers, he never saw cultivated flowers
in his childhood.
His uncle cast him forth telling him he must seek another home. A farmer promised him
a home and 'winter schooling' in return for his surnmer.'s work. At the end of the sununer he
was dismissed, ragged and dirty. He found another uncle, a bachelor, whose house was kept
by a 'low Dutch woman.' Years later he recalled that the "old lady smoked and required me
to light her pipe, so that I became accustomed to the taste and effect of tobacco at thirteen years of age."
At the age of 15, his mother came on the scene again, proposing that they move to
Michigan , where the rest of her children had already moved. In Michigan it was arranged
that he would work for an older half-brother; he was to have "winter schooling' ' and $100
at the age of 21. He labored hard to clear and improve a tract of wild land. "Wolves,
hawks, bears, and plenty of rattlesnakes varied the monotony of stump pulling." At first
he attended the Baptist Church with his family, but later he became negligent and fell i nto
various vices.
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In September 1841, with some friends he took a load of melons to sell at a Metnodist
campmeeting south of Romeo . In t he evening John joined a motleh crew of youth who had come
in from the surrounding country for mischief. He had heard of peculia ri ties at campmeet .u 1gs,
and was curious. The youth made such a tumult that the people could not sleep. At midnight,
the leaders of the camp decided to hold a service. Rev. Daniel C. Jacokes, then in his early
prime, was called to the stand, and began to preach on the judgment coming to the wicked.
His eloquence reached John, and brought conviction. He attended the services the next morning. In the afternoon he started for home strongly affected.
Young John went through a period of six months of seeking and searching. In March 1842 ,
he went to the mourner's bench at a protracted meeting near Romeo . On the way home that
afternoon, he knelt in the fields and prayed earnestly. Late that evening, unable to sleep,
he was praying earnestly when suddenly peace filled his heart. He felt that he loved God
and all His creatures, and covenanted to serve God always . When he arose the next morn~ng,
he seemed like in a new world to him~ A few days later, he went 10 miles to a Quarterly
Meeting, a nd gave his testimony.
Presently, he decided to join the Methodist Chufch, a step that was no easy matter for
bim in those days of denominational bigotry and strife. His friends were all Baptists. ~e
was regarded as something of a traitor to his family. The Methodists received him cordia~ly .
When his six months probation was completed, and the question of baptism came up, out of
deference to his family, he chose immersion.
From the moment of his conversion, he felt that he was under divine obligation to devote his life to the ministry. He knew his education was deficient . He began to study
diligently, borrowing some books, and buying some. He studied Milton's Paradise Lost,
Watson's Institutes, the dictionary, Burns' poems, a Greek grammar, a botany text, among
others. He worked hard on the farm. He taught school three winters . After giving six
years of service, and all the money gained by teaching winters, his half-brother let him go
at 21, with a check for $40 and an old watch.t
Dressed in a suit of "sheep's gray" and coarse, cowhide boots, and with nis $40, he set
out in quest of an education. He tried Romeo, then went down to Rochester, entering the
academy there. He chopped wood for bread and milked a cow for a share of milk. He covered
part of his expenses by teaching in the school. 11He was poorly dresaed, awkward and unattractive in appearance, but soon won an enviable place in the esteem of teachers and pupils
by the quality of his work." After a time his health broke, and he became ver~ sick. Bllt
he determined by force of will not to die, rose from his bed, and soon was back at his
school work again.
Early in 1849 he entered the Methodist ministry as a supply on the Birmingham Circuit .
He was received into the Michigan Conference on trial that Fall, and sent as junior preacher.
on the Litchfield Circuit. There were 22 appointments, with 12 to receive "Sabbath preaching ." He received $80 that first year, and boarded around. He studied the conference
course of study dilignetly, and at the next Conference, received perfect marks in all studies.
In 1850 he married Hannah Redway of RaJ, Macomb County, who had been his intended for
seven years. After pastorates at Port Huron and St. Clair, he was sent to Corunna which naa
then a very undesirable reputation. A church had been begun with a lack of finances. Arnold
hitched his horse with another, and drew lumber from Flint, over a terrible road 'where logs
alternated with mud a foot and a half in depth. The treasury of the church had been drained
to its extreme lLmit, and so a good proportion of the pastor's salary was drawn upon to
furnish necessary money, and the church was built.' Arnold increased the preaching appoint•
ments on the circuit, and in the summer led in a campmeeting which revived the church. He
left the circuit heavily in debt.
In 185G he was honored by being appointed to the new Owosso District. as the Presiding
Elder. After a boyhood and youth marked by hardships and trials, he was now becoming an
eminent leader in Michigan Methodism~

