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HERE AND THERE
On Oct. 12 the Michigan Historical
Conmission wrote to inform us that the
Methodist Indian Mission site at the Soo
had been listed in the State Register of
over 900 Historic Sites. This registration
mnkes possible the purchase and display of
an official marker, which has been ordered.
We also still hope that our Zeba Indian
Church north of L'Anse, on the site of the
Kewawenon Mission dating from 1832, may
also gain thi s recognition and that we
can purchase and erect an official state
marker there next year. We will have a
further report on our historic sites in
a later Messenger.
A reminder that we have copies of our
Michigan Methodist History for sale. Volume I covering the 19th Century sells for
$4; Volume II covering the 20th century,
for $7. The two together for $10. Copies
may be procured from Dr. Ford Ceasar,
3116 N. Grand River, lansing, Mich.; from
Rev. Ronald Brunger, Box 307, Rochester,
MI. 48063; fr~n Rev. Gordon Ackerman, 346
E. Votes, Frankenmuth, MI. 48734.
We solicit memberships and gifts for
the Friends of the Archives. Regular membership dues are $3 for on~year, or $5
for two years. A Sustaining Membership
is $10, a Contributing Membership $25, a
life Membership $100. Send your dues or
gift s to REv. Allan Gray, 404 Seminole Dr.,
Tecumseh, Mich. 49286 • .
Marcus Swift wrote on Jan. 28, 1834:
''We have during the last quarter received
on probation about 40 members on this
(Ypsilanti) circuit. But the march of
Chri s tianity here is not with out difficulties. Those who emigrate to this country,
having their temporal interes t in view
generally, suffer their minds to be so oc cupied with cares and anxieties, that it
, is very difficult to gain their attention
to religious subjects •• " Church work was
not easy In those days either.

November 1978

OUR EVANGELISM PRIORITY
The Convocation on Missional Priorities in
Central Church, lansing, on Oct. 31, was a
great meeting, inspirational and practical.
Three Bishops including our own Bishop Ammons,
were there to present the "Hunger and Life Sty le
Priority", the "Evangelism Priority", and the
"Ethnic Minorith Local Church Priority.
These
are the three Emphases ordered by our 1976 General Conference, for the present quadrennium.
We had frankly been afraid that the proposed
emphasis on Evangelism would be ignored and forgotten in our corner of Methodism.
Only rec~ly have leaders in our Conference
voiced a concern about our declining membership.
Robert P. Ward in the District Superintendents'
report this year began hy stating frankly that
our churches are declining. "The decline is so
constant that we could beco~e a mere footnote
in history . Cons ider this: in 1960 there were
over 35,000 members in the Evangelical United
Brethren and Methodist Churches in Detroit. In
1970 there were less than 23,000 in the United
Methodist churches. Today there are less th~n
13,000. "Well," you say,"that's the city of
Detroit •• " Since 1970 the number of United
Methodists in Michigan has declined by over
50,000. In the last nine years we have lost
more member s than can be put into Tiger Stadium. "
Let·•s consider the record as it appears in
the Detroit Conference minutes. Our Conference
apparently reached its me~ber s hip peak in 1965,
wIth a reported tot a 1 of 190, 148 members. In
the next two years the membership dec lined just
slightly to 189,494. The decrease then quickened; the figure for 1969 was 182,303. The 1970
minutes reflecting the influx from the union with
the E.U.B. Church, reported 190,823 members at
the beginning of the conference year and 186,851
at the close. In 1973 the conference membership
stood at 171,658, in 1975 at 159,689, and in
1978 at 149,570.
Or course, we know that in modern times in
a time of lax discipline, pa s tors and churches
often inflated their membership figures, making
the record look better and soothing the egos of
the leaders involved. As the realization grew
that conference apportionments are inevitably
based in part on the membership, pastors and
leaders were stimulated to prune the rolls and
report a more honest figure. Unquestionably ou r
membership figures are more realistic and accur"te thap they were 15 years a9o
But when the
population i s growing 1n Mich1g~n, ought not
the Methodist s to be growing also?
(Continued next page)
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Let's remember our heritage. How different it was in early times. In the pioneer period
in Michigan after 1830, the Methodist Episcopal Church grew with amazing rapidit y. The times
were helpful of course; the population increased rapidly in the 1830's and 1840's. Settlers
poured Into the southern cou n1 ies, co'lling mostly from "York State" and New England, and in
the dec.1de or lhc 1830'~; there wns a seven-fold increase in population, from 31,639 to 212,267,
and Michigan bocame a state.
Growth was pr~noted by the character of the Church at that time. The early Methodist
circuit riders had an evangelistic zeal, a passion for souls, an earnest desire to reach
the people and bring them a life-changing message. The Methodists had a democratic gospel,
a new and sane theology, a message that fitted the frontier. The preachers traveled circuits,
spreading their efforts over a large section of the coun try; the emphasis was on preaching.
It was also on results. It was expected that people would be converted and won for Christ.
It was expected that a Church or Circuit would be growing!
Let us look at the record. In 1830, the Detroit District of the Ohio Conference had
one station (Detroit) and five circuits-- Oakland, Ann Arbor, Monroe, St. Clair Mission and
St. Joseph Mission. The total membership in 1831 was 1176. In 1831-32 there were eight
nppointments which came to have a membership of 1679. Quite an increase in one year, 43%!
By 1835- 36, the Ohio Conference had two districts in Michigan. The Ann Arbor District had
one stntion, Ann Arbor, nnd six circuits; Tecumseh , Saline, Monroe, Calhoun Mission, Coldw.ller Mission, ilnd Grand River Mission. The station only had 137 members; in contrast
TP.cumsch Circuit h.:~ci 1,811, und Silline Circuit 428. The Detroit District had 9 appointments.
Detroit Stntion ond 8 circuits; St. Clair, Mount Clemens, Farmington, Plymouth, Ypsilanti,
Snglnaw Mission, Huron Mission and Lapeer Mission. Detroit in 1836 reported 159 members;
the Mount Clemens Circuit 401, and Plymouth Circuit 476 members. The mission circuits were
those scheduled to receive mission aid. In the southwest the Laporte District of the
Indiana Conference, Included Kalamazoo, St. Joseph and Cassopolis.
The two southeastern districts in 1836 reported 4,044 members. The three southwestern
circuits reported 807 members, and probably a portion of the 612 members of the South Bend
Circuit lived in Michigan. In add ition the re were lndinn members at the Soo and Kewawenon.
The Me thodists i n Michigan by 1836 had increased to about 5,000, an increase of about 200~
in four yenrs.
By 1841, a ll the Methodist s in Mi ch i ga n were united under the Michigan Conference,
which tallied 11,423 members. The growth was over 15% the next year. In 1843 the membership soa red to 16,364. Rapid progress for the Methodists seemed almost automatic.
But then cam a change. The me~bership hardly increased In 1843-44. The new figure was
16,537, Including 338 Indians (~n increase of 106 ~ndian members or nearly 50%). The Church
this ye~r had suffered dissension over the slavery issue. The Wesleyan Methodists had
broken away to take a strong and prophetic stand against slavery. The Methodist Protestants
were beco'lllng active in Michigan. At the M. E. General Conference In 1844, the southern
Methodists split away over the issue of slavery. The times were distracting; they were not
propitious for evangelism.
In 1844-45, the Michigan Methodist Episcopal membership actually decreased. The new
total was 16,264. The leaders were disturbed. What was the matter with the preachers and
their people? It was not right that the membership should go down. There were souls to
be won. There were fields ripe for the harvest. The early Methodists expected their
Ch urch to be growing constantly in every way; and if it was not growing they thought
SO'lle thing was wrong.
(Continued on Page 4)
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(Your editor while attending the annual meeting of our national Commission on Archives and
History at Lake Junaluska, Sept. 20-24, was surprised to find this letter and other fascinating reports from Michigan, in early cop+es of the Christian Advocate and Journal. We
find here the Methodist Mission already firmly established, thanks to the zeal and effectiveness of John Sunday and his fellow Indian preachers from the Canadian Methodist Indian Mission, and thanks to the winning personality of Rev. John Clark, who was quickly and remarkably effective wherever he went.)
11
Sault de St. Marie, Nov. 9, 1833
Dear Brother;--The season has at length arrived in this land of the north which is about
to lock us up by frost and Ice almost wholly from Intercourse with the civilized world for
five or six months to come. Our last arrivals for the season we expect hourly, after which
we may think ourselves quite fortunate If we receive four malls by express before the upper
lakes open next spring. The expresses are by Indians and Canadians on foot through a pathless forest and along the margin of lakes and rivers, making the distance from this place
to Detroit, via Mackinaw, of about 400 miles. Thus situated, I can hardly indulge the hope
of having a visit from the Christian Advocate and Journal, after the present month, through
the whole course of a long cold winter, as the expresses seldom take any thing more than
letters. I embrace, therefore, the present as the only opportunity, for many weeks to come,
to say a few words with regard to our present state and future prospects on this mission.
Under the present arrangement, my charge is divided into three departments, namely,
Greenbay, Sault de St. Marie, and Ke-wa-we-non. With regard to Greenbay, I can report nothing
of special importance the present quarter. I am daily expecting a letter frail brotherS.
Crawford, our school teacher at that place, on the state of the mission •••
At this place,(Sault de St. Marie.) we have had some prosperity since my report for
the first quarter. About the 1st of August a spirit of religious Inquiry made its appearance among the soldiers and some others In Fort Brady. Meetings for prayer and religious
instruction were fr~quent and well attended, and the result has been that quite a band have
become ''soldiers of the cross••. Twelve have united In class, and more are expected to join
soon. I generally preach twice on the Sabbath to the citizens and the troops, and In the
afternoon of each Sabbath within the fort •••
I have baptized one very interesting Indian youth of late, and have the names of several
more who dill probably receive baptism soon. The members of our Indian class, so far as I
know, generally stand firm, although they are almost daily surrounded with temptations to
return to their former habits of in temperance. Having just now obtained an interpreter from
Grape Island, Henry Penabirk(alias Snake,) I shall devote more time to the instruction of the
Indians than for some weeks pastL both in public and priyate, from lodge to lodge~ OuL
school through the winter will be kept in a small room near my residence, by Miss Bayles
of your city. As several gentlemen of this place are anxious that I should continue my
residence near the fort during the winter, kindly offering to sustain the expense of house
rent, &c, I shall not occupy our new house until spring. This arrangement, however, will
not at all interfere with my labors among the Indians. I have already completed one house
at our place of location for a large Indian family •• on coming to which the females of the
family presented a smile of gratitude.
To Ke-wa-we-non brother Thomas Frasier, of Grape Island, has returned to spend the
winter, and publIsh the words of life. He left here about the 5th of October. I gave him
an outfit of provisions, with a net and am~unltlon with which to procure more as he might
need. Brother Frasier Is a devoted ldborer, and left here for his distant field in good
spirits. One fact connected with the work of God at Ke-wa-we-non Is worthy of remark.
The Indians at t~at place, as I remarked some time since, have been exceedingly quarrelsome. Parties were formed, and each took the side of his friend. This state of things has
existed for many years, and some times in their quarrels the work of death has been terrible.
But during the revival at that place the past year the Gospel of peace has reached and
(Contined next page)
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changed the hearts of the two principal men of the opposing parties. Thus we may fondly
hope that the cruel Instruments of death will no more awake to spill a brother's blood.
While I write, my mind suddenly passed from Ke-wa-we-non to other and more distant
points In this Indian country, where hundreds are sitting in the region and shadow of death
--at the thought of which I feel the kindling of an inward fire which induces a heart-felt
sigh for their salvation. While thrcfore the Church Is ready to furnish the means, I
devoutly hope there may be no lack of men filled with faith and the Holy Ghost, who shall
be wllllng . to go forth in this glorious work until every Indian vill age and wigwam becomes
vocal with the high praises of God. 0 may every lover of Christ Jesus fervently pray for
the apeedy approach of this glorious day.
Your servant for Christ's sake.
J. Clark."
OUR EVANGELISM PRIORITY

(Concluded)

Let us turn now to think of our modern situation. We live in an affluent socle~y.
It Is easy for prosperous people to become engrossed with material things and values.
Americans in recent years have tended to become very busy and preoccupied with their
pleasures. Multitudes leave their homes nearly every weekend, and the Church is usually
forgotten by these people. A man who owns a large camper, recently boasted to this
pastor, that he and his family go camping now 12 months of the year, in a different area
every weekend, and that they only get to church once in two or three months. One family
had been faithful church attendants, and then they acquired a cottage in Northern Michigan.
It is so easy for people to forget God, and neglect the cultivation of faith for themselves and their children, and fail to support the cause of righteousness.
What is the answer? Certainly the work of the Church is not easy today. Looking
ucross our Conference, we see some Churches progressing, evidently meeting the spiritual
needs of their people, and growing In membership. Our 1978 minutes show that 8 Churches
received over 100 members In the year 1977; Birmingham First leading with 206 new members.
Many Churches did well In proportion to their size. Hancock with 346 members at the be~lnnlng of the year, received 42 new members; Marquette Grace with 258 members, received
33; Manistique with 181 members, received 28; McMillan with 15 members, received 7!
Cass City Salem with 186 members, received 32 new members; Paint creek with 98 members,
received 21; Bloomfield Hills, with 323 members, received 68! All excellent records. There
are a goodly number of thiscaliber.
The overall picture stil 1 seems discouraging. The Detroit Conference lost 2,087
members In 1977; this was a good bit less than the J,667 members lost in 1976. This year
209 Churches across our Conference reported gains in membership, 39 remained even, and
265 Churches lost members. This was an improvement over the previous year when 170
Churches reported gains, and 303 reported losses in membership. So we can hope that our
Conference is beginning to turn it around.
One of our Conference leaders at Lansing stated flatly, "We're
downward trend In members." Again he enunciated his faith, "we know
a miracle in our Conference." We need a vision. We need the desire
zeal and enthusiasm, If we have faith, we are well on our way toward

going to stop the
there's going to be
to win. If we have
our goal.

If the leaders of early Michigan Methodism were to appear on the scene today, they
would not be c~nplacent about our course. They would be troubled and scandalized at our
trend. They would cry an alarm. They believed In a victorious gospel. They believed
In a victor ious gospel. They believed that Christ had the answer. They had a concern for
people, a passion for souls. Their zeal did not allow rest and complacency. The Methodist Church then was effective for the day and age in which it 1 ived. Surely we all
ought to think about this. Can the United Methodist Church now be also effecti ve for this
day and age? We ought not be dying; we ought to be growing in every way.

Excerpts from ••AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY BY REVEREND KNUT O. SAVAREID11
(Rev. Knut Savareid(1902-74) was one of our Scandinavian pastors, a native of Norway.
His life story is different and one of great interest. In the September Messenger we covered
his boyhood, his resume of his travels on the world's oceans, his felt call to preach , his
coming to America and proceeding to Minneapolis for his education, just as the depression
was begi"ning. We proceed with more of his story.)
"After taking an entrace examination, I was counseled to take the senior year in the
Academy, and I did and graduated •• after one year. Then came four years of college.
graduated with a B.A. In 1934. Then I entered Garrett Theological Seminary and graduated
with a B.D. in 1937. We hardly knew that there ever was a depression. For us it was work
and mor,·. work. Not beIng a· cIt I zen of the 1and, we cou I d not borrow money. We had to·
work, earning what was needed, and graduate debt free. How all this has changed today.
Beside working, I taught Church School, and preached nearly every Sunday; but as I •• did
not work un~r any District Superintendent, I could not count these seven yea~s up towards the
Conference Pension.
Graduation frq11 Garr:_ett meant much to me. As I reflected on the ye.ars gone by, J
could plainly see the loving, guiding hand of God in it all. As I meditated upon the many
high moments of inspiration, of encouragement and of decision making, I felt deeply that
I owed all that I am and all that I hope to become to God,·who in His love through His Son
found me, saved me, and remade me. First, there was my early religious upbring ing at home and
school; the church and the Seamen's Mission, The Good Samaritan Ship--11 Hospital Ship'' with
evangelistical meetings of prayer and revivals-- verily a rescue ship for man' s body and soul.
There was the Seamen's Home in the many.foreign ports where some of us sailors came for
an evening on shore. We heard the Word spoken, and we found friendliness and warm welcome,
spiritual refreshments and good will. Then the Bethelship Church in Brooklyn, New York,
where the spiritual life was warm and real and strongly felt. The "class meeting" was
on a high level, and the testimonies were sincere and helpful, and the prayers were from
the heart. It was truly enriching to be among people who could truly say they had been
made new creatures In Christ and were humbly grateful. Then the inspiration from the Mission work we had part In where we saw alive the prodigal being wwakened, coming to himself
turning home, finding forgiveness and renewal of life ~nd spirit. These and many rewarding
experiences •• were somehow woven into courses of training and preparation ••
A few weeks befooe graduation, I was called to the office of the president, Dr. Horace G. Smith. Dr. Smith had been in touch with the Board of Missions, and I had been up
for discussion, as I had a desire to go to the foreign field. He told me that such a veAture would require two 11ore years of language study and he adv i sed against it for I was
all"eady 35 years oid. ' 1 Sut", he sdid, "we are rn need otministers", and gave the address
of three district superintendents: one fr~ the sta~e of Washington, one from the state
of Minnesota, and one from Michigan.
We wrote to all three District Superintendents, and in our prayers opened our hearts
for God's lf:i 11 to be done. Reverend John Yeoman, District Superintendent of Marquette
District, Michigan, Invited us to come and attend Detroit's Annual Conference to be ~eld
the last week in June In the eity of Marquette. We welcomed the invitation and drov·: to
Marquette, and on June 27th I was ordaIned a Deacon in Kaye Auditor i urn •• Northern Mi •. higan University. It was a great Conference, and the temperature was in the nineties. We
met many people, made many friends, and had a delightful time. I was then appointed by
&ishop Ralph Magee to Stephenson Methodist Church. And so after long last, the sailor had
come to the sanctuary. The Hand of God which guided me over the seven seas had now steered
me into the ministry. 1! was a humble and thrilling moment; filled with meaning and high
expectations, and it made me both hopeful and glad.

-6Excerpts from the Autobiography of Knut Savareid (Continued)
Stephenson is a little village in Menominee County with a river running through it
and farms all around it. We soon found out that farmers are down-to-earth good people.
It was a lovely little brick church built during the ministry of Reverend W. Leslie Williams.
We were warmly welcomed by the congregation; but the depression was still felt, and we had
to economize and try very hard to get along on very little. The congregational fellowship
was rich, and we were welcomed in their homes and in their midst. We had a wonderful ministry there. So·ne' of the friendships we made are as true and real today as in the days we
ser~ed that church.
We were also able to open another church three miles away; the Ingalls
Church, and •• that he!ped a little financially. The parsonage was both old and cold. No
furnace, no running water, and no Indoor facilities. We served there for three years and
by that time we had hooked up to the city's water and sewer systems. We got indoor plumbing
and a bathroom and kitchen sink. The church grew in membership and budget-wise. To God
belongs a l l the glory. Stephenson Church was like our first love-- warm, true, and delight fu 1•••
In 1940 we were appointed to the Methodist Church in Munising, Michigan. A beautifully located city on Munising Bay with a million dollar view of Lake Superior, Grand Island, and the famous Pictured Rocks. In the background are the 11 hills of home11 --a truly
aesthetic panorama.
The need of repairs both of the church and parsonage was glaring. In fact, we were
not able to move into the parsonage until after Labor Day. The whole parsonage had to be
renovated. The old laths and limestone plaster had to be scraped off every wall and ceiling downstairs and upstairs, and a new cement floor in the basement, and a new furnace.
There was no money in the treasury, and the church needed an overall paint job inside and
outside and a new heating system. What a mess to get into with not a cent to do with. But
through worship and prayer, a l ot of goodwill was unleashed and the repair was taken care
of and paid for. There came new life in old bones and the church grew in membership and
the budget increased. The fellowship was very cordial and friendships were made that have
lasted over all these years. Beside, it was during the years of the Second World War, and
we had some six hundred German prisoners to whom we also rendered s~e service.
Due to the fact that so many ministers entered the Chaplaincy, we were prevailed upon
to take on two additional churches(Germfask and Grand Marais), a round trip every Sunday
of about 130 miles-- summer and winter--, and In three years we never missed one Sunday;
but we wore out a car for which there was no remuneration. But we enjoyed having a share
In doing something extra and worthwhile in the mission of the church. We stayed In Munising six years and we truly had a great time. There was a warm fellowship and a friendly
atmosphere with a touching spiritual emphasis. God's will and way and love was strongly
felt among us and the church grew stronger.
In 1946 we were appointed to the Cheboygan Church and Charge which took in Indian River,
Topinabee, Mullet Lake, Aloha, and Munroe churches. It was a little district all by itself.
However, the church at Mullet Lake, Aloha, and Munroe were not used except for an occasional
funeral, so the Conference sold them. The church in Topinabee would not go along with the
Conference Program and would not accept the Apportionments. Hence, we had an evening service and did not give any Conference Report. Later that church was sold too.
The church in Indian River was badly in need of remodeling. It had no basement, a
very poor foundation, no running water, no septic tank, no washroom, and no kitchen ••• We
went out and raised the money and fixed up the church with all the trimmings ••• In Cheboygan,
the need for repairs stared u in the face •• The church •• needed a new heating system, a new
floor In the sanctuary and new seats and an organ. The church needed painting, an inside
decorating job, and both the church and ~ he parsonage needed to be insulated. The total
cost of It was $25,000. This was accomplished. We stayed In Cheboygan eight years and
they were wonderful years with a growing and working congregation •• The blessings of God
are truly great and most wonderful, and we were very happy.

