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HERE AND THERE

Are you aware of our Official Grave
Markers for United Methodist ministers?
They have the emblem of the circuit rider,
are made of bronze and designed so that
bolte in the back of the marker can be
embedded in the tombstone. Order from
the Commission on Archives & History,
P.o. Box 488 1 Lake Junaluska, N.c. 28745
The price is $20 for one marker, or $15
each in lots of five. Our Tecumseh
Church is buying ~arkers for the graves
of the Methodist ministers in Tecumseh.
The Fall Meeting of our Commission
and the Friends at Clinton on Oct. 30,
featured a unique pilgrimag~ to the Tecumseh Cemetery to the graves of six
Methodist ministerst The ministers were
Rev. Joseph Bangs(l776-1848), Rev. Erastus R. Hascall(l818-86)t Rev. William
Quarton Burnett(l824-98J ,~ev. & Dr.
Lemon Barnes(l831-1901), Rev. Abel W.
Harding(l838-77), and Rev. Henry J. B.
Marsh(l867-194l). Ronald Brunger led a
Service of Remembrance, giving an account of the life, character, and work
ot each minister, combined with hymns,
scrl:ptut-e, and prayers.
We believe that such pilgrimages
ought to be cond~cted by many Churches
occasionally. Do you have a Methodist
minister buried in your community? Is
he ever remembered this side of heaven?
Are you in need of a Christmas idea
for a good Methodist who already has
everything? What about giving the twovolume set of our Michigan Methodist
History? The price is a bargain. Not
$20 as you would expect from today' s
book prices, but $7 only! You can procure them from Ralph Harper, 735 w.
Middle St., Apt. 1, Chelsea, Mi. 48118 1
or from the Editor at 316 W. Michigan
Ave .,,LotJ3, Clinton.
Add one dollar
to tne p ce fOr postage.

November 1979
WOMEN IN NEW WORLDSt HISTORICAL
PERSP~TIVES ON THE UNITED METHODIST
TRADITION
This is the title of a national conference on
Women's History in our denomination, to be held
Feb. 1-3 , 1980, at the Netherland Hilton Hotel
in Cincinnati, Ohio.
The program looks truly impressive. There
will be papers on many subjects by prominent
scholars and leaders. We ought to have a large
delegation from Michigan as the conference will
not be far away. The registration fee is $15
before Jan. 1st; $20 the_!'eafter.
_ __
For fUrther information write to
Me. Hilah F. Thomas, Coordinator,
Women's History Project,
475 Riverside Drive, Room 1700-B,
New York, N. Y. 10027.
THAT OLDER BRCYl'HER, SAMUEL JR.

by Ralph D• Harper .
Much has been writ ten about John and Charles Wesley. But there was an older brother,
Samuel - first child of Samuel and Susanna.
Th~y called him "Sammy." Born in London in
1690, he was slow in learning to talk. As a
small boy, he was extremely fond of the cat.
The family moved to South Onnsby, and then in
1697 to Epworth. Here the elder Samuel remained
as Rector for thirty-five years, until his
death in 1735.
Samuel Jr. entered WEstminster School in
1704, and in 1707 became a King's Scholar and
no .longer a financial burden on his parents.
In 17ll he entered Christ Church College, Oxford, wnere-- as ·.a -5-tudent -he-became -known ao a
scholar and a wit.
After'Oxford he returned to Westminster._
as an Usher( assistant master). He divided his
income between himself and his parents. In
17Jil. he became Headmaster of Tiverton Grammar
School, and died there in 1739•
Samuel was a good classical scholar, a
poet, and a man of deep personal devotion. He
was never reconciled to the Methodist movement.
Skill in the writing of short satire verse
gave him a place in 18th Century poetry. His
poems published in 17.36 had two printings. Of
a kindly nature , his satire lacks the cutting
edge of Swift and Dryden. Sir Robert Walpole
was a target in some of them.
John and Charles were both in debt to
their
olderhbrother
for financialkaidt.and wise
counse.L.
T ree Q:isagreements mar ea ne
- - - - - (Cont. on p. 2)
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We are in need of Members. The
Friends of the Archives are in a financial bind. For some time back, the Conference has printed our paper and h~s.
sent out the Messenger to all our ~s
ters, retirees, and widows, at no cost
to them or to us. We have been grateful
for this support. Now we are being charged for the postage. Relatively few of the
ministers or retirees give us support.
Our new postage bill for a year alone, will
exceed our income for last year.
The Messenger only goes to lay people
who are dues-paying members. In the words
of · our Treasurer ,-!.'The preachers have been
getting a free ride." Not all, but most.
We hope many more people will want to
join and"· give us support. Regular membership dues are $5 for two years, or $3 for
one year. You simply join the Friends by
sending your dues or contribution to Rev.
Allan Gray, 404 Seminole Dr. , Tecumseh,
ich. 49286. And why not pass your Messenger on to a friend or member of your
Church, who would be interested in the history and heritage of our Church.
We were delighted to learn in a recent
Advocate that a new Methodist Church has been
organized in New Baltimore, on the Port
Huron District. In early years Methodist
preachers went to every village and ~amlet
evangelizing; thanks to early Methodist
zeal, we have traditionally hada Methodist
Church in··nearly every town. Our Conference leaders for years have noted that
there was no Methodist Church in New Baltimore and have talked of working there.
We rejoice at the news, but wonder why the
modern Church must move so slowly.
A STATESMANLIKE CONFERENCE
Perhaps the most statesmanlike Detroit Annual ~ Conference ever held, was the
Conference of 1879, 100 years ago. The
lumbering industry was booming, along the
rivers in the northern part of the Lower
Peninsula. Suddenly plans were made to open
18rge sections of northern Michigan wilderness by two railroads to be pushed to the
Straits, and a railroad to be built from
the Straits west to Marquette. In those
days, the pioneering Methodists were on
the alert.
At the Annual Conference in 1879 held
In Ann Arbor, a committee report having
stressed the opportunity of the northern
- - - - - (Cont. next column)

That ·older Brother Samuel Jr.(Cont.)
Samuel-John relationship: 1. Over the style
and manners which were necessary for a clergyman, especially laughter and wit. 2. Over
John's rugged refusal to follow his father
as Rector of Epworth in 1735. 3. Over John's
disregard of the rubrics of the established
Church. Samuel was an ardent High Churchman.
His sudden death came before the debate could
be settle!Hl.
The letter~ between the brothers were
not concerned with church government, but
with doctrine. Samuel could not accept the
emphasis on "the witness of the Spirit." The
debate was just that-scholarly dialogue.
The brother love was not broken. Samuel had
admiration and love for John, but objected
to his views and ecclesiastical behavior.
Two examples of Samuel's satire verses
'On the Setting of Mr. Butler's Monument
in Westminster Abbey
While Butler, needy Wretch t was still alive
No gen•rous Patron would a dinner givet
See him, when starv'd to Death and turned
to Dust,
Presented with a Monumental Bust&
The Poet' s Fate is here in :Emblem ~own a
He asked for Bread, and he received a Stone1'
'Epigram on Miltonisks
After the Manner of the Moderns
What makes You write at this odd Rate?
Why, Sire, it is to imitate.
What makes You rant and ramble so?
Why, 'tis, to do as others do.
But there's no Meaning to be seen:
Why, that's the very thing I mean.•
A- St;te~anl.ike Confere;ce(Cont.)
Lower Peninsula, went on to say,''If, as now
seems probable, the Marquette and Macld.naw
Road shall be built, and the Jackson, Lansing and Saginaw Road shall be extended to
the Straits of Macld.naw to connect with it,
no one, it seems •• can fail to see the importance of our immediately marching up to
the occupancy of that land."
The Committee chaired by Seth Reed, recommended that a new Alpena District be constitued to vigorously promote the church
cause in northeastern Michigan. They recommended that the conference boundaries be
moved a bit west, in the north, so that the
railroad and the towns· to be built along it ,
would be in Detroit Conference territory.
The report was adopted. The new Alpena
District was established. New appointment~
appeared; some were to be supplied. The
leaders a century ago saw a need, and they
were determined to meet it.

-3A BRIEF HISTORY OF SCOTT t:;]}',ORIAL UNITED 1-'lErHODIST CHURCH
by George E. Rice
(Editor's Note: The fo:lowing article with the exception of the opening, ie taken from
the paper presented by Rev. George E. Rice of Scott Hemorial Church, to tho Conferonce
Commission on Archives & History at Adrian College, June 5, 1979)
Detroit Historian Silas Farmer informs us that 'a colored l-1ethodist society' was .
organized in Detroit in 18391 but was not originally connected with the African M. E.
Church. 'Their first meetings were held in an old building located on the north side of
Congress Street near Woodward Avenue, kn9wn as Military Hall or Council House. It was
granted by the Common Council to the colored Methodist Church on July 9, 1839, and removed within a few weeks to Croghan Street •• While the society was there located, John
M. BrO\m(later a bishop) was an exhorter in the church. The Society •• on May 10, 1841 was
organized unde-r the direct- contror of the Af'rican M-.E. ~hurch.
'The building was then moved to Fort Street East •• neatly fitted up and formally
dedicated on June 14, 1842; it was used by the society until the brick building on the
south side of Lafayette Street, immediately in the rear, was completed •• The church,
40 x 50 feet, was dedicated Sept. 19, 1847 and cost $2,000.' This was known as the
Lafayette Stre~t African Church. The Ebenezer A.M.E. Church was organized in 1871. The
Zion African Church was born in 1870.
For years there were no Methodist Episcopal Churches among the blacks of Detroit.
Then black people began moving into Detroit, who had been Methodists elsewhere. George
Rice writes:"In the year 1905, Harvey F. Henson and his bride, Annabelle, came to the
City of Detroit to live. Both vrere devout members of the t--ieth odist Episcopal Church
and they were disappointed when they found no Methodist Episcopal Church among Negroes
here in Detroit. They; therefore set out trying to find out if there were others of their
faith in the city ,.mo vrould be interested in organizing a tvi.eth odist Episcopal Church;
among Negroes in this city.
By 1909 they had gathered together enough persons to organize a local Church in
Detroit. They contacted the Presiding Elder of the Columbu:> District of the former
Lexington Conference of the M.E. Church. • The first meeting was held at the home of
the Hensons in April 1909. Those present included, in addition to Mr. and l>lrs. Henson
vrere Hr. and 1-lrs. Nevrbly, Mrs. Julia Cabiness(Mr. Cabiness, being unable to attend, asked
that his name be included as a charter member), lw1rs. Alice Thomas, the Henson children,
and Floy-H .and Virginia Mae Henderson.
Mrs. Henson proposed that the Church be named for Bishop Isaiah B. Scott, who at
the time was a former editor of the Southwestern Christian Advocate(a forerunner of the
former Central Christian Advocate) and one of the first Negro Bishops of the Methodist
Episcopal Church •• to serve as Missionary Bishop to Liberia. The proposal was accepted
and the Church was duly organized as Scott FMemorial t:.ethodist Episcopal Church. The
Henson Home, scene of the first meeting, was located on what was then known as Rowena
Street, now Mack Avenue.
Rev. Payne stayed a year and was followed by Rev. \~.0. Calvest, and Rev. Payne again
in 1911. Rev. B.F. Smith was appointed in 1912. Rev. Smith served for one year and was
followed by Rev. J. H. Payne for his third term. Words are not adequate to give proper
credit to Brother Payne for the sacrifices he made.
Services v1ere held for a time in the Henson Home, then in a store-front, in the
Cabiness Home, and in 1913 or 1914 in a house which was purchased on Beacon Street, between Beaubien and St. Antoine, and converted to a place suitable for worship. At this
time a lot was purchased \mich was located on Beaubien between Superior and Alexandrine and
erection of a Churc-h vras started. The ··cornerstone was laid in August of 1914.
(Over page)
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Scott Memorial Church

The Rev. B.W. Kirtley was appointed Pastor in the spring of 1914. He led the small
congregation into their new Church Home and he was followed in 1915 by the Rev. H.B. Mays.
By this time the small handful of charter members had grown, and Scott was now a strong,
active and growing congregation. The first District Conference was held at Scott in 1915.
With the beginning of World War I, the Negro population of Detroit mushroomed and Scott
grew with it. Larger facilities had to be secured, so accordingly the congregation purchased
a building located on St. Antoine on the corner of Erskine and moved in.. Scott although
still lacld.ng an adequate church building, became one of the leading Negro Churches of
the city.
The Detroit Methodist Union had from the beginning shown an interest in thie congregation and its struggle, and after World War I, set up The City Mission~ry Society under
the direction of The Rev. Dr. John E. Martin, to assist the struggling newcomers of the
city. The history of Scott would not be complete without mentioning the help extended by
Detroit Conference laymen, such as C. Edward Knight and Edward Bond.
In 1923 came the Rev. Dr. G.R. Bryant, who served two years. Under Dr. Bryant adjoining property was purchased and plans were made to build a new Church on the site extending
along St. Antoine from Erskine to Benton. By this time, the membership had grown to over a
thousand members, and Berea, Second Grace, and St. Paul, had been established under the
sponsorship of Scottt
In 1925 the Rev. B. F. Smith came for the second time, not to a mission but a goodly
congregation of anxious people. He was a wide awake minister and a wonderful pastor. The
fast growth was due to his way with the youth and children of the Church. A well planned
program included all age levels of the Church. The Brotherhood, Woman's Home and Foreign
Missionary Societies, Ladies Aid, Epworth League, Queen Esther Girls, Home Guards, and
Mother Jewels. The Youth Work was under the leadership of the Church School, Mrs. Annabelle
Henson, the Church School Superintendent. Plans to build were abandoned and in 1929 the
property located at 609 East Kirby was purchased. The congregation moved in October of 1929,
and the Lexington Annual Conference was held here in April 1930. Bishop Matthew W. Clair, Sr.,
was the resident bishop_. In 1931, Dr. Smith was appointed Superinten,dent of the Chicago
District of the Lexington Annual Conference.
The Rev. Dr. John W. Robinson came in 1931 and was with us for 18 months. He was a
wonderful pastor, orator and lover of music. Dr. Robinson gave us a wonderful library.
In 1932 the Rev. Dr. E. w. Kelly came to us as we were well into the depression. His wife
and son accepted us knowing there were no funds to even buy coal. Because of high rent, the
parsonage was moved from the East side to the Westside on Vinewood. The Ladies Aid led by
Mrs. Ferieda Preston, was doing all it could to help the Methodist Men keep the Church moving. Rev. Kelly •• presented a plan •• (which) brought together all the auxiliaries in the
Church known as ~-Workers Staff of Scott 1-'lethodist EpiscoJal Church.!!·•• In the winter of 1933
when fuel and money were scarce, many groups made contributions. This brought much relief
to the situation.
Mrs. L. V. Yancey was elected President of the Ladies Aid which was bringing in most of
the funds. The Ladies Aid was divided into eight groups, with a Chairperson over each group.
They were called 'Circles', located in communities so as to save on car-fare, which was only
seven cents at that time. Wonderful programs, banquets, parties in homes, and many other
social affairs were given to keep the Church doors open. There was a friendly competition
among these circles. Each one worked to lead in reporting funde and activities.
~rs. E. w. Kelly worked with the Home Missionary Society and the Church School, and
Mrs. H. Mae Williams was President of the Foreign Missionary Society. We were organized
in Study Groups. We were taught how to really use what we have in our hands. We were
really aware that with faith and confidence much could be accomplished. Dr. Kelly never
took his salary until obligations were met first. He also opened an 'Employment Office'
to help in whatever way possible to get employment for families. We were now able to get
into operation as a Church should. Many had gone to work and were sharing it with the
Church. After five and one half years, Dr. Kelly left to become Pastor of the Union Memorial Methodist Episcopal Church in St~ Louis, Missouri. He was elected a Bishop in 1944.
_ (To be concluded in January Issue)
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-5BISHOP THIDOORE S. HENDmsQN AND HIS CONTRIBUTION
TO MICHIGAN
METHODISM
By Harry J. Lord.
(An extended paper on this subject was presented by Harry Lord to the Conference
Commission on Archives & History on June 10, 1968, and is in our conference archives.
This article is a condensation of this excellent paper on our dynamic,first resident
bishop.)
A new era in Michigan Methodism began in 1916 when the General Conference of that
year created the Detroit Area and gave Michigan its own resident bishop. Previous to
that time the two conferences of the state had been under the supervision of bishops residing elsewhere. Bishop Burt of Buffalo had presided the previous three years.
It was particularly fortunate for Michigan Methodism that Bishop Henderson was appointed as the first resident bishop. The Committee on Resolutions of the 1916 Detroit
Annual Conferenc-e stated:-"We desire to reeord ou..'"-Eleep satisfaction with the provideat!al- action of the General Conference which gave to Detroit an Episcopal residence, and then
filled it with the Rev. Bishop Theodore s. Henderson, in whose strong character, magnetic
personality, alert wisdom, and masterful executive ability, we thankfully recognize the
essentials of eminent leadership and are able thus to look forward with optimistic faith
to great Methodist achiev ement in our Area during the current quadrennium.") He came to
Detroit from Chattanooga at the age of 48, after having served in the Episcopacy one
quadrennium.
One of the first orders of business was the choosing of a staff of trained leaders
as field workers to aid the Bishop in the planning and execution of a varied and effective program. Sp.,cialists secured were John A.. Benson, Superintendent of the Department
of Evangelism and · Social Service; Peter F. Stair, Superintendent of the Department of
Sunday School \l«r'k; Geozoge F. Durgan, Superintendent of the Department of young People' 1!1
Work. Later H. A.. Musser, Department of Missions, and W. w. Diehl, Superintendent of
Rural Work were added. Also Mrs. Peter Stair served with great effectiveness in work
with boys and girls. This made possible the carrying out of a comprehensive program in
the local churches, a great many of which were visited personally by one or more of these
leaders, and all were reached in one way or another by the Area program.
That first year the Bishop called for a great Area wide conference in which to launch
his program. The t!onference was held in Central Church, Detroit, Feb. 6-8, 1917. There
was an overflow crowd of nearly 3000 ministers and laymen from the entire Area present
including 21 district superintendents. Cooperating were the German Conference and the
Norwegian-Danish Conference. Outstanding speakers were secured for the Conference. Dr.
Samuel Dickie, President of Albion College introduced the Bishop as "'ne of the Lions
.of the Tribe of Judah."
The reports of the Conference were in superlatives. "Far and away the biggest thing
that ever happened in Methodism." "It is safe to say that in no other Area in all our
far flung Methodism has such a gathering of the cla.."ls been summoned or held." Area soala
projected were: Increased giving for church property, retired ministers and disciplinary
benevolences. Increase of ten percent in church membership and twenty-five percent in
church school enrollment. It was foniard march. Not only did the conference project a
great forward looking program, but it did much to build an Area consciousness, and did
much toward welding the Area together.
In order to give permanence to the area system so skillfully launched, an Area eouncil was created, made up of the District Superintendents, one minister from each district
and a select number of strong laymen. The Council was to meet annually to review programs and make and put into effect plans. The District Superintendents' Detroit Conference
report for 1923 gave the following evaluation:"The Area system has come to stay. To appoint a bishop to an Area and to hold him responsible for the achievements of the Area
has resulted in less travel, closer supervision and efficiency •• No one coming in contact with the head of this Area long doubts the steadiness of his hand and the clearness
(Over page)
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of his mind. To work the program the Bishop must have assistance •• We hear mens~
'I am tired of programs handed down' ••• Where there is no program- handed down there is
3eldom a program handed up."
The Bishop's greatest concern ~as in the area of evangelism. Not only did he make
this central in his activities, but he sought to 1~ this emphasis upon the hearts of
the ministers and laymen. This note was struck by the Bishop on his first d~ of presiding at the Annual Session of the Detroit Conference after coming to Michigan. This i tern
appeared in the Conference Minutes •• "Wednesday afternoon -At two o'clock Bishop Henderson
called the Conference to order for a .'Conversation on the Work of God.' He invited free
participation of the members confining their thought to striking incidents of personal
work and pastoral experience in demonstration that God is not dead but alive and working
vigorously in this church to the Salvation of Souls."
In his first year after coming to the Area, he visited the colleges of the State
with an evangelistic emphasis. Bishop Reed sends this word:"He was constantly urging
yo~ men to become openly and avowed disciples of Christ.
I can remember how he often
went to fraternity houses to talk to the young men about their relationship to Christ~
and also how he talked with the players on the football team of their discipleship. It
is my honest opinion that he usually was engaged in trying to persuade young fellows
around the campus to make an open confession of their faith in Christ."
He also made a tremendous impact upon those of high school age. An outstandit~ example of his interest in this respect was the time and energy he gave to the State-wide
Epworth League Institute held annually at Albion. (This was before the days of strong
district institutes.) In 1916 the attendance including teachers and staff was 120. In
1917, under the personal leadership of the Bishop, the attendance jumped to 916 and there
were 50 Life Service Commitment Cards signed! In 1918 the attendance was over 1000 and
"a large tent had to be erected on the college campus to care for the overflow at meal
times." The Bishop preached at least four times during the week concluding with an installation and consecration service. The 1918 report of the Institute paid slowing tribute
in these words,"Bishop Henderson gave i.ri.s clear vision and unconquerable energy to the
plans and his office helped in promotion."
Under Area leadership the Institute attendance continued to grow to 1200t J The
Detroit Conference Minutes of 1921 pays this compliment,"The personal devotion and time
given •to these institutes by Bishop Henderson has been of greatest value. He is the only
Bishop in Methodism who has so far looked upon the Institute as worthy to command his
strength and energy as its Dean." The Bishop in 1923 went up to Michigamme, gave five
days t o the Institute and "rendered invaluable service."
The emphasis in the Institutes was always on evangelism and commitment, even though
there were other studies such as Bible and Missions. The Michigan Conference report for
1922 reads:"Eternity alone will reveal the changed current of the lives of many who under
the difficult challenge to say 'yes' to the will of God, presented as only our Bishop
knows how to do it, have signed ~p on the Three-W Pledge.(Whatever, Wh~rever, Whenever)"
It meant not only commitment of l~fe to God but commitment of one's lifework to God
as \'lell.
The same kind of evangelistic emphasis took place in Boys and Girls Conferences
throughout the State. The work \'las carried on largely by Dr. and Mrs. Peter F. Stair
of t he Area STaff. The Detroit Conference Ninutes for 1921 reports 10 Crusaders' Conferences with total attendance of 940 young people. The Michigan Conference ~Minutes
of 1922 reported five Crusaders Conferences with 673 registered at which there were
318 life work decisions. Also 59 group conferences were held. The Older Boys Conference
hel d annually in both Conferences, beginning in 1920, was another venture.
(To be continued in the January issue)

