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HERE AND THERE

Recent~

a minister called wanting information on the Official Methodist Grave
Markers for Methodist ministers. He
wanted to purchase two to place on t he
graves of two relatives. The Tecumseh
Church last spring purchased and erected
Methodist grave markers at the graves of
the six Methodist ministers buried in the
Tecumseh cemetery! More individuals and
Churches should be interested in such a
project.
The marker is a round bronze plaque
with the emblem of the Methodist circuit
rider and the caption "United Methodist
Minister." These are obtained from The
General Commission on Archives & History,
Box 488, Lake Junaluska, N.C. 28745.
The fall meeting of the Conference Commission at Warren First Church on Oct. 15
was an excellent event. Rev. William
Cooper, our Vice-President, led us in a
r ertinent devotional, and presided over
the business meeting. A history of the
Warren Church was presented. Many questions were asked by the visitors interested in the unique architecture of this
modern church. vle were sad to learn that
the building is not energy efficient.
Too many of our architects have led
churches down the primrose path.
Rev. Ralph Harper gave a partial autobiography. His scholarship and humor were
i n evidence as usual, and his paper was
delightful. After lunch Ronald Brunger led
a workshop on "Local Church Records" • The
meeting concluded with another delightful
travelogue by Rev. Helen Royce on the
Finger Lakes of New York state.

November 1980
C:rlviETmU WTS OWNED BY OUR CONFERENCE&

Recently Harley Topham of Court Street Church,
Flint, discovered that The Detroit Annual Conference owns some cemetery lots in the Glenwood
Cemetery on the west side of Flint.
Ralph Harper, our recent archivist, researched the matter and found the following
enlighening item in the 1885 Annual Conference
Minutes, page 11.
"The Trustees have to inform the Conference
that on the occasion of the recent death of the
wife of Rev. Dr. Lee, a number of friends generously donated sums of money for the expens-es of
her funeral and the purchase of a burial place.
The generosity of the Glenwood Cemetery Association of the city of Flint prompted them to
offer us a large and beautiful lot in Glenwood
Cemetery for about one half its price--$150 lot
for $80.
"The purchase money was paid, and the lot is
deeded to the Detroit Annual Conference for the
sole use of such members of the Conference and
their families as may wish to be buried there.
The lot is large enough to receive from 20 to
25 burials.
"The Trustees recommend that the Conference
appoint a standinG ~ommittee consisting of the
Presiding Elder of Fi;~t District and the Pastors of the Court and Garl~~ Street Churches ,
who shall have oversight of the lot, and shall
keep it in proper condition.
S.(eth) Reed, Secretary."
Dr. Harper reports that a sea ·ch of the
Conference Minutes after 1886 indl~ ~te s that
this action has not been changed, and the committee of three is still in charge. ~ ~:: 'reral
ministers are buried in the lot includi~ Dr.
Seth Reed, Michigan Methodism's Centenarian.
But there are still some 20 lots unused , and
available to penurious or interested ministel·ial familiest
We still have a large number of our twovolume set on Michigan Methodist History.
Volume I(The 19th Century) sells for $4;
Volume II(The 20th Century) sells for $6. But
the set is available for only $7. These boooks
would sell for $25 in today' s market. Truly
a bargain.
Do you need a Christmas idea for some
good Methodist who already has almost everything? Here is an idea for you.
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-2THE FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES
The Friends of the Archives, or The
Detroit Conference Historical Society, was
organized in 1972 with the thought that
many members across our conference and
state, as well as ministers, would enjoy
belonging to a society that focuses on
the varied and rich history of the
United Methodist Church in this state.
Our purpose is to help nurture and
build up the conference archives at Adrian
College, to promote the use of our fine
historical library there, to infonn our
mc~bers un our Methodist heritage in
Michigan, to encourage pertinent historical research and publications, and to
mark historic Methodist sites in Michiganl
What 1ave we done? We have published
the Messenger five times yearly; we purchased a mic~Jfilm of the first 20 years
of the Wester• Christian Advocate(l836-1855)
published in Cincinnati. Before the founding of the Michigan Christian Advocate,
one of the primary sources of infonnation
on Michigan l<Iethodi::.."I: w!>s The Christian
Advocate, the Western Ad.1cnte, and later
the Northwestern Christian Auvocate published in Chicago.
We have purchased a few books . In
1978-79, with aid of a gift of a friend
and $100 from the Soo Church, vle financed
two Hichigan State Markers for two of our
official Conference Historic Sites--the
site of the early Methodist Indian Mission
at the Soo, and the Kewawenon Indian
Church north of L*Anse.
We are expecting to do some things for
the upbuilding of our Archives in the near
future.
We invite you gentle reader to become
a member of The Friends of the Archives.
- (Continued next column)
1834 - 10 Point Circuit
Rev. Markus Swift, Circuit Rider
Plymouth Mission Circuit

WONDERFUL CURE-ALL
Most of us probably look back with some
disdain at the days of patent medicines which
were supposed to cure all ills and diseases.
Perhaps we have equivalents today. It is interesting to note the following advertisement
which appeared in the Detroit Conference
Minutes of 1913.
"TIGER OIL CURES
I challenge anyone to find an equal to
Tiger Oil, for its wonderful cures of pains
and diseases in both man and beast. It is a
compound of twenty-six kinds of plants, and
the very best, purest, most active and harmless medical properties of them. One ounce
of TIGER OIL contains more actual medicine
than two ounces of any other medicine in its
class, and it cures or relieves in many cases
where others fail. TIGER OIL fulfills its
claims and does good in nine-tenths of ailments of man or beast.
Sold by wholesale and retail druggists,
agents and myself; also by me by mail.
Samples 5¢ and 50¢ bottles. $1.00 size by
express.
Dr. J ••• L•••
Cadillac, Mich."
A

- Th; Friend; of-the-Archives(Con.)
Also we suggest that you might pass your Messenger on to a firned who might be interested,
and promote the idea of membership.
t-1emberships are now $3.00 per year. And
if you would like to do more, you may give
$10 for a Contributing Membership(one year),
$25 " " Sustaining Membership(five years),
$100 " " Life Membership. We have f'Qln',
Life Members at presen~rs. Frank Stephenson,
l-1rs. Marshall R. pep.. and Mrs. E. Shurley
J ohnsont and Mr~~c Haight 1
Send your membership to Rev. Allen Gray,
Treasurer, 4D4 Seminole Dr., Tecumseh, Mi 49236
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CHURCH

(Editorial Note: The map at the bottom of the preceding page, is a plan for the Plymouth
Mission Circuit in 1834-1835, when Marcus Swift and Lorenzo Davis were the circuit riders.
In the 1960's the editor searched in vain for an early circuit plan to place in Volume I
of our Michigan Methodist History. I am indebted to Hrs. Madelyn Bastian of Cherry Hill
Church for this map, and for much of the material that follows. In 1835 Swift reported
4ll members around this circuit. There were only nine appointments on the Detroit District,
Ohio Conference(M.E.) that year.)
The pleasant village of Cherry Hill is situated upon a ridge of land which is of great
interest to geologists. The ridge here was once the bank of a huge lake, which now has
receded many miles to the southeast to become our modern Lake Erie. The Methodist Church
today stands at 321 Ridge Road at Cherry Hill Road, in Canton.
t-1ethodist preaching came to Cherry Hill as early as 1834, when it was one of the ten
preaching points on the Plymouth Mission Circuit. In 1835 it was placed on the Ypsilanti
Circuit; Arthur B. Elliot preached and received the sum of $100 that year. He was followed
by \-lilliam H. Brockway(see page 4). By 1840, Cherry Hill was on the Dearbornville Circuit,
Monroe District, with Adam Minni.s circuit _preacher. In 1841 two preachers were sent to this
circuit md the membership rose to 48?. For several years there were two preachers; in 1844
they were Gideon Shurtliff(a native of Michigan) and Henry Penfield. In 1850 Dearbornville
Circuit was served by Isaac F. Collins(brother of the famous Judson, first Methodist missionary to China; and William Fox; the Circuit was now on the Detroit District. In 1853 Dearbernville was on the Ann Arbor District.
By 1854, Cherry Hill became a part of the Wayne Circuit with Curtis Mosher and Harrison
Colby, circuit pre2 ~hers. A few years later Cherry Hill became a part of the Sheldon Circuit,
and this arrangement re •a:ll'led permanent for decades.

Often in the days of th3 circuit riders, the congregation was berated in a fiery sermon
for their lax ways. We read in an old diary,"Elder preached a good sermon today, and I can
tell you he did give it to them." There were protracted meetings at Denton, Quarterly Meet/ ings, and Harvest Festivals, where all the produce brought was given to the minister. The
minister in the time of the Sheldon Circuit, lived at Sheldon. He either rode or drove a
horse to church. Sometimes, when the road was too muddy, he had to walk.
In the early days, church services were held in the homes. Occasionally, an itinerant
preacher came walking down the trail, and he gladly preached and exhorted with these pio- ·
neers. As soon as their homes were established, the settlers more than anything else, wanted
a church where they could worship God. And in 1836 just before Michigan became a state, by
much labor and sacrifice, $600 was raised to erect a church. 'Land was purchased from the
Thomas Crandall farm, facing on Ridge Road. They named this first church Crandall Church,
after the first Sunday School class teacher. The building was of frame construction, much
the same design as the present church. There were two or three steps up to a tiny porch by
the front door. Inside, the large plain room had a platform at one end with a pulpit and
an organ on it. The pews were rude wooden benches with the owners' names on them. The men
sat on the North side; the women sat on the South side. The room was heated by a wood stove.•
This was one of the early churches in Michigan Methodisml
The harsh Michigan winters were sometimes so intensely cold that the congregation
could not endure the discomfort, so they often held service in the winter in the schoolhouse. The schoolhouse was a 28 1 by 24' log building. Around the sides were two rows of
slabs held up by pegs. The lower row of slabs were the seats; the upper row of slabs were
the desks. The school house was heated with a long box stove. Even here, it was not too
comfortable for the temperature varied from 40 to 90 degrees. Much activity of neighborhood interest took place here, beside church services and regular daily school sessions.
Lectures, Singing School, and \'lriting School were all held here.
After many years in the 18?0' s, the Methodists of Cherry Hill began thinld.ng and planning about a new church, a good stout brick building which would be warmer in winter. At last
the grant total of $2,500 was raised; the old church was torn down and its timbers taken up
the north road and converted into a barn. The present brick church was completed and dedicated with pride and joy on Feb. 9, 1882.
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(William H. Brockway was the missionary for the Huron Mission, Detroit District, Ohio
Conference, in 1833-34. Late in 1832 a school was established for the Wyandotte Indians
on the Huron River, just west of the site of Flat Rock, and William Brockway, formerly
a blacksmith, was the teacher. In 1833 he was appointed to the Huron Mission, a two
weeks circuit including all the valley of the Huron below Ypsilanti, and the country from
five to fifteen miles on either side. The Indian Mission was an important point on this
circuit. Brockway worked with both white and red people; at the end of the year he reported 135 members of whom 27 were Indians, and two sabbath schools established among the
whites with "56 schollars". This report was sent from Brownstown, Mar. 2, 1834.)
"Dear Brother •• Since the last report, the good Lord has been with us of a truth.
Six members have been received by letter, and 12 on probation; 1 has removed--leaving a
net increase of 18. Our new school house was completed •• and the school has been in
succe ssful operation during the last quarter. But as it is now the season for making
sugar, the number of scholars at present is less than formerly.
Our second quarterly meeting closed yesterday; and notwithstanding the almost
impa s sableness of the roads, the house appointed for t he meeting would not hold the
peopl~. and we were under the necessity of removing to a more commodious house.
In conclusion, I would say, the wilderness seems to be budding and blossoming like
the rose..
Yours in Christ, WM. H. BROCKWAY."

- - - - - - - - - - - BISHOP

EDGAR

BLAKE
by Ralph D. Harper

(Editorial Note: Bish~p ~gar Blake(l869-1943) was Michigan's third resident bishop,
who served here from 1932 to "1.940. He also had to care for Indiana, a move dictated
by the dire economics of the depression years. He therefore could not aggressively
promote programs as Bishop Henderson did, nor could he cover our Area as Bishop Reed
later did. But Blake did have an influence which was felt.
Bishop Blake was a small short man , about the height of John WEsley. He was steeped
in the knowledge of Wesley's life and thought, and was ever talking about 'Mr. Wesley•.
He actively promoted the social gospel and was concerned for human need and rights in the
depression, a time of suffering for millions. To many Methodist business men and conservatives at the time, he seemed a dangerous radical. These people might go to Annual
Conference angry, expecting the bishop to wearing horns. But when they got there, they
saw a little man, his face aglow, talking about Mr. Wesley, or how the street of love
leads to the street of God, and they were disarmed. Truly Bishop Blake was a man for
the times in which he lived.
This paper on Bishop Blake was presented to our Conference Commission on Archives
and History on June 6, 1978, and will appear in the Messenger somewhat abbreviated.)
"Bishop Blake was elected Bishop on May 18, 1920. Fourteen men were elected at that
General Conference which met in Des Moines.. Included were H. Lester Smith, at the time
pastor of Detroit Central, and Fred B. Fisher, who after his resignation served as pastor
at Ann Arbor and Detroit Central. M. s. Rice withdrew after •• the first ballot.. Blake
was consecrated by Bishops WElch and Nicholson. Assignment was to the Paris France Area ••
Bishop Blake was born in Gorham, Maine, on December 8, 1869. His parents were
Charles H. and Abigail Blake. Gorham is a small town, west of Portland and ten miles
from the ocean. The common schools of Maine and Boston University gave him his education.
He graduated from the Boston School of Theology in 1898, and joined the New Hampshire Conference in 1899. Nebraska Wesleyan gave him a D.D. in 1909 and Wesleyan University,
Middletown, Conn., in 1915. While Bishop of Indiana, DePauw honored him with the L.L.D.
in 1929.
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After ordination in 1899, he served as a pastor in the Methodist Episcopal Church.
His pastorates were : Salem, N.H., a student pastorate 1895-1899. Lebanon, N.H., 18991903. Manchester, N. H., 1903-1908. There followed twelve years with the Board of Sunday
Schools - Assistant Secretary 1908-12, and Corresponding Secretary 1912-20. In 1921 he
was a member of the Fifth Ecumenical Methodist Conference in London. Death came in Coral
Gables, Florida, on May 26, 1943. Burial was in Evanston, Illinois.
Blake was married to Charlotte Woodman, of Westbrooke, Maine, on Feb. 4, 1891. She
died on March 19, 1925. There were four children: Edgar, Everett, Mrs. Charlotte McConnell,
and Mrs. Rachel Hamilton.
On June 28, 19:30, he was married to Mary Jane Eaton, of Circleville, Ohio. Her
careE:lr had been one of distinction. She was born in Circleville. After finishing high
school, she taught in the grade schools. She received the B.S. in Education from Ohio
University, with a major in art. After a time on the faculty of Ohio University, she became art supervisor in the schools of Bluefield, W. Va., where she made a state-wide reputati~n.
The next step was- to nead the art department at Fairmont-state N~rmal College_.
After a ~ourse in Social Service Methods at Cincinnati Missionary Training School, she
went to ti:e Institute of INternationale Crandon, a school conducted by the Woman's Foreign
Missionary::. ~ciety, in Rome, Italy. She became Principal. In 1921 she took special studies at the U.1iversity of London. The Montenegrin government awareed her the gold medal
for work with children of exiled Montenegrin families. She became the recipient of the
degree of Doctor of Human Letters from Taylor University. In 1929, she returned to America,
and the following year was married to Bishop Blake, then of the Indianapolis Area.
The Minutes of the. l 0 24 General Conference report: "Bishop Blake was granted the
privileges of the floor, anu announced that the spaker's table and chair were the work of
the boys in the Methodist School at Venice, Italy, and that they would be auctioned late
in the Conference, and appealed for liberal bids as the proceeds would go toward the support of the school. Mrs. Anne E. Kresge of Detroit, bought the table and chair for $2,COO.
During the 1924 Conference Blake was in the hospital for a few days. Two members of
the Conference were appointed to visit him. His letter to them has the famous WJ.t and
charm.
"The Hospital, Sunday.
Dear Doctors Lowe and King:
I am sorry my nurse did not allow you to see me when you
came up to the hospital yesterday. We have fallen on evil times when
a 'mere' woman can hold up the General Conference. Hospital government
is pretty despotic. Nothing gets by a nurse when the doctor's orders
are involved...
Affectionately Yours,
Edgar Blake."
He was able to return to the Conference and presided on his turn. He was reassigned
to the Paris Area.
Blake's 1924 report of The Mediterranean Area makes interesting reading fifty-four
years later. The work touched three civilizations: Latin, Slavic, and Arabic. "It
confronts three great and powerful religious systems - the Roman Catholic, the Greek
Orthodox, and Mohammedanism.
"We are working in eleven lapguages: French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, German,
Hungarian, Sertlian, Arabic, Kabyle, Bulgarian, and English." In addition to the churches
there were 14 schools, 12 orphanages, 5 dispensaries, 8 social and 6 industrial centers
He saw the need for the Protestant REformation ethics and moral reform in Roman Catholic
South Europe and in Mohammedan NOrth Africa. The Bishop wrote:"Among the Moslems, industrial education must have a large place. Mohammedan communities need carpenters,
masons, mechanics, and farmers as well as evangelists." This was said a generation
before the Pea ce Corps and the United Nations began their work.
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The 192S General Conference assigned Blake to the Indianapolis Area. Bishop G.
Bromley Oxnam in his 1944 Lyman Beecher Lectures tells how it feels to be a Bishop. He
says: "From the college presidency to the episcopacy is in many ways a transition from
ivory tower to circut tent. Of course, no college is an ivory tent, and the episcopacy
is not entirely a circus. But being a bishop does involve lion taming. Bishops are
called upon to face the shining teeth and aweful roars of lionlike committees who insist
that the new ·minister must have the ability of Harry »nerson Fosdick, must not be over
twenty-eight, and should start at the substantial sum of $1200 and house. Then, of course,
there is not a little of tight rope walking. The balancing stick supplants the shepherd's
crook. It would be wiser to come upon one side or the other of an issue rather than to
remain aloft, as the perfect symbol of balance.
~'A Bishop must have the ability to manage the occasional clown, check up on the
jugglers and sleight of hand performers, and be certain that the side shows do not outshine the perfonnance in the ·main tent. The episcopacy like the circus is an itinerant
unde:-taking. There-is much setting up of tents and moving from town to town. I must not
forget t he merry · go-round. To sounding brass and tinkling cymbals, a bishop clad in purple
mounts hL s horse, all too often getting off at the spot where he mounted, sometimes clutching the gol d ring heroically worn as the wooden horses rush by. But it is not the circus
aspect of th ~ episcopacy I would discuss. I would present a few prints from the candid
camera of a n~w bishop.

"There is a man who thinks he is a minister but he is reaJ..l¥ a high-pressure,
boisterous, back slapping, hand-shaking salesman. He is a politician gone religious ••
There is the 'prof&~si~nal' . He is job-conscious, highly trained, professional, a master
of religious ceremony b .... sically, though often a delightful fellow who looks out for his
own interests in the job of serving the Lord.. There is another who might be called 'The
Gossip'. Space does not permit a record of this print. The face is somewhat hidden behind a hand. The Gossip is whispering: "Yes he's a wonderful fellow, but he can't preach.""
In 1932 Blake was assigned to Detroit. The front cover of the "Michigan Ghristian
Advocate" for June 2 had a picture of the new Bishop and under it:
"Two Welcomes
Welcome to Bishop Edgar Blake.
Welcome to Indiana, the new half of Detroit Area."
This was in the depression. Churches did not like to pay the Episcopal Fund. The
General Conference elected only 3 bishops: one for South America and two for the United
States. Bishop Blake's Area extended from the Ohio River to Lake Superior; some 625 miles
from the beautiful Ohio to the Sault Locks, and 593 miles from Detroit to Ironwood. There
were no jet planes or expressways. But there were still trains. Travel by rail was still
nossible.
It would appear that Blake's first business in Michigan was a meeting of the Bronson
Hospital Board. He spoke his joy that it was "a going concern without a threatening debt."
Editor Phelps reports on the new Bishop's first session of the Michigan Conference. 'tBishop
Blake calls us to worship. How do we sing his favorite hymns? His opening address wins
as well as wanns every heart. We like his humor, his sanctified sarcasm, his strong
driving power as he gets his message across.''
The Annual Meeting of the Detroit Methodist Union, held at Metropolitan Church, on
October 27, 1932, was the reception event for Bishop and Mrs. Blake.
Three hundred were
expected at the banquet, but 375 attended. Dr. Charles B. A:llen was toastmaster. He
reminisced about the days ' When he and Edgar Blake chummed and roomed together at Boston
School of Theology. Welcoming speeches were made by Dr. J .!ol.M.Gray, Dr. Walter R. Fruit,
and Howard Baldwin. In his response Blake said that his chief aim would be to help the
people of I-1ichigan "to see God in the face of Jesus Christ."
(To be Continued in January)

