~t Cot,fereac~

THE

~AAMves

DETROIT CONFERENCE HISTORICAL MESSENGER
Published by the "Friends of the Archives"
Ronald A. ~runger, Editor

Vol. XIT 7 No . 5
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Kere and There
Pages 1-~
Our fall Meeting Cancelled
1
William Morford, In Memoriam
1-2
Christmas in r874
2
Profile of the Conference
3
We Need an Evangelism Emphasis
3-4
Early History of Dundee Church(II)5-8
HERE

AND

THERE

Be ~re noted in September, the little

Cole Church, a country churoh near Yale,
hit by lightning and destroyed on
.Tuly 10 . W'i th eagerness tfe read their
church paper recently. At the special
Church Conference about 6~ peopla were
present. District Superintendent Beth
Isaacs presided . She and Rev. Warren
encouraged "Cole Church to go Forward!"
Plans and ideas were exchanged. Members
voted: 47 Yeas & 3 nays to rebuilde The
spirit is great. Cole continues to make
history. Gifts are pouring in from many
quarters. More are n3eded.
We had a query sometime back asking
~or the location of the Hickory Island
Methodist Church in Tuscola County. We
t'-'Wld an i tern confirming that it was in
ex~stence a century ago.
lan any reader
tell U6 where it was located?
Does anyone have information on the
former Dice Methodist Church, which stood
between »ice & Thomas Roads, Saginaw County?
October ~esearohers in the Archives-Calvin Enders of the History Dept.,CMU;
Donna & Richard Hodge of ~ankenmuth who
are particularly interested in Barbara
Reo~ and early @anadian Methodism;
Dr. Douglas MacNaughton, working on the
history of Adrian CollegeJ
Rev. William ~anders of Inkster, getting
pictures of former ministers of the
Inkster Church.
Adrian College is celebrating its
125th Anniversary this year . On 9/13-15,
a. three-day Symposium on Chautauqua,was
held as one of the events. Our Archives
had a «hautauqua Display in the l lbrary,
mainly early items on Bay View.
Albion College will celebrate its
150th Anniversary i~ 1985.
Remembe~ t h~t our Michigan 'tliethodist
I~istory, Volumes I & ri, has bee:.1. reduced
to $3 per book, or the two books fo~ $5.
'Pn:is is a bargain and might be an i.iea.l
Christmas gift for your Methodist friend
or relative. Available from the editor.
~as

November 1984
OUR PALL MEETING -- Cancelled
We had a great fall meeting planned for
our Commission and interested people, whioh
was to have been held at Metropolitan Church
on Oct. 25, and feature Pan-Methodism and
black Methodist history. Papers were to have
been given by a Presiding ~lder of both of
the A.M.E'. Zion and Christian M.Eo Churches.
Also we were to have a paper on the A.M.E.
Church,and a chapter presented by Dr. »avid
Jordan on the former Lexington Conference of
our denomination.
We expected a large response to this.
@n Oct. 18 we were astonished to learn from
Metropolitan Church, that they had only 8
raservations for -the meetin-g. -So we had to
oancel it. We could not ask leaders from
other denominations to come to speak to a
small handful of people.
This was most disappointing and disconcerting. We would have learned so much. Is
our ecumenical and historical interest so low
in the Bicentennial Year? Are we just too
busy this year? Where do we go from here?
WILLIAM MORFORD--IN MEMORIAM
We were made lonely recently to learn that
Rev. William H. Morford had passed away on
Oct. 8. William was born on a farm in t he
hills overlooking Walloon Lake, near Pet oskey, on March 31, 1897. At the age of 17,
he went to work in the Buick plant in Flint.
At 20 he went to lerris Institute to finish
his high school studies, then on to Albion
and Michigan State to obtain his oollege degree and training.
He began preaching at Shaftsburg in 1927,
and joined the Detroit Conference on trial
in 1928. He served a.t Oak Grove, Port Hope,
Gaylord, Pigeon, and Flint First Churches.
Earlier he had a. dream that Methodists
ought to get into the field of radio. While
serving the rlint Church in 1946, he obtained a lioense to build and manage Methodism's
first radio station--WMRP. He directed the
Methodist Radio Parish until his retirement
in 1962. His dream later was shattereQ when
WMRP fell into hard times and was sold.
In 1954 William first visited the Hol;)·
Land with our eminent Bible scholar, Dr.
Frank Field. William and Myrtle in following years oonducted 14 successful tours thru
Europe and the Bible lands. Re wrote extensively and lectured often on his travels.
(Cont. p. 2, Co l. 2)

-2'--

THE FRIENDS
Currently the Friends of the Archives
are purchasing two books for the Archives-John Dawso~'s Biography of Ray Herrick,
and Kemth Fennimore's forthcoming Sesquicentennial History of Albion College. TWo
significant books for us costing $24.
The Friends of the Archives make possible the publication of the Messenger,
and aid in improying our Archives. Our
SecretarJ informs us that a number of
memberships are lapsing. If your· membership is exp~ring, we surely hope you will
want to continue to help sustain our work.
OUr regular membership is S3 a year.
A Contributing Membership is $10(giving
you a membership for two years & you make
a further contribution). A Sustaining
Membership is 825(5 years). A Life Membership is 1100.
Send your membership or gift to
Sharon Scott, ou~ Secretary-Treasurer,
at 214 E. Michigan Ave., Clinton,MI 49236.
CHRISTMAS IN 1874
(Working in the West Michigan Conference
Archives recently, we were overjoyed to
find a complete file o£ the Michigan
Christian advocate for 18751 These items
are from the issues for Jan. 1 & 14.)
"The society at Medina celebrated their
Christmas eve by placing two trees in the
church which were well loaded with presents, of which the pastor and family received their full share. The society at
Canandaigua united with the people of
Medina on the occasion.
The Ch7istmas tree at Bennington had on
it among other valuable presents an envelope containing over eleven dollars in
greenbacks, besides several other presents
for Brother Thompson the pastor.
They had a very fine entertainment at
Franklin on Ohristmas mve, a cross of
evergreens with an illuminated star in
the center, and a star on each arm and an
arch extending from one arm of this cross
to the other, containing the emblem or
motto,"Unto you this day a Savior is born"
in gold letters with a blue background.
A Primitive Methodist Church illuminated
was beneath one arm of the cross representing the struggles of the denomination
when they were in their infancy as pioneers in the wilderness laboring for the
cause of Christ •• The pastor Rev. Thomas
Nichols and family received some very fine
presents on the occasion.
(Continued next col.)

William Morford--In Memoriam (~ont.)
In the 1960's and later, Morford was an
active worker in the Conference Historical
Society which in 1969 became the Commission
on Archives & History. He took leadership
in writine and encouraging retired ministers
or spouses to send biographical data, or accounts of their lives and ministry, to the
Archives. We are greatly indebted to him
for invaluable material in the Archives. We
have had no one to follow up on this work
since failing eyesight forced him to quit.
In these last years as he became blind,
William Morford's mind remained keenly
active. He listened to talking books, 11.adio
and teleyision, and conducted far-ranging
correspondence by tape. If you visited him,
you found that he had been thinking deeply
on some subject, and '1-TOUld engage you in a
thoughtful conversation.
William Morford challenged Methodism with
a dream. He faced life with courage and
originality. He contributed much to the
Archives. "He being dead, yet speaketh."
CHRISTMAS IN 1874 (Cont.)
QAt Ridgeway, the friends of Brother Field
the pastor, presented him on Christmas eve
a gold watch, and his wife, a silver tea set,
consisting of seven pieces and several other
articles of silver ware.
Brother Hazel writes us from Addison
charge that Santa Claus made his first visit
to the Rollin church on Christmas eve and
distributed proaenn~t6 persons of all ages
from the youngest to the oldest. Among the
presents he mentions Websters Unabridged
Dictionary and Carters Stereoscope. Short
speeches were made by Mrs. Dr. Town and the
pastor. Also an original poem was read by
Mrs. J. w. Allen. Their tree was fine and
handsomely decorated and loaded with a
great variety of fruit.
Brother May writes us from Ohesaning
stating that they had in the church there,
a magnificent pyramid reaching to the ceiling, surmounted with a cross and liberally
loaded with rich presents, for the Sunday
school scholars and others. The pastor and
wife were not overlooked, but each received
a fine Turkey Morocco pocket book containing
eaoh Sl8 in greenbacks, besides many other
presents."_
The Inkster Church had a varied and fitting program on the evening of Oct. 28, to
celebrate the 125th Anniversary of the Church.
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(a - A.A. stands for Ann Arbor DistrictJ D.lf. for Detroit Vest District; D.E. for Detroit
East District ••• M. for Marquette Distriot. Thus we move from south to north
b - W~ find 511 Churches listed this year as compared to 510 last year. The new church
~s Birmingham Korean First. This gives us four Korean Churches in our Conference!)
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The Detroit Annual Conference continued its sad and melancholy record of recent
years and lost 3,298 members in 1983. In 1982 we lost 3,272 members; the year before
that, it was 4,403 members. Ivery District last year lost members, the numbers varying
from 222 to 893'.
The Detroit Conference reached its membership peak of 190,148 in 1965. Then a decline began. The 1970 minutes reflected the influx from the Union of the Methodist and
E.U.F. Church, reporting over 190,000 members again, at the beginning of the 1969 oonference year, but only 186,851 at the close. The decline has continued steadily ever
since. The Ann Arbor District in 1969 reported 29,094 members; this year it reported
21,450 members . The Detroit West District in 1969 reported 34,770 members; this year
19,422. The Detroit East District in 1969 reported 37,134 members; this year 22,871.
In 1969 the Conference had 38 Churches with over 1,000 members; this year it had 16:
At the beginning of 1984 our Conference reported 131,019 members. We ha.ve lost 64,479
members in 19 years, or 33%.
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WE

NEED

AN

EVANGELI:~M

Our situation is quite desperate and
our Methodism on the whole is no longer a
early Methodism in America. ~ney witness
and we need change. They tell us that we
modern Methodism.

EMPHASIS

IN

MICHIGAN

(Continued)

the facts a.re eloquent. They testify that
vibrant, victorious, winning force, as was
loudly that our priorities are not right,
need to restore an evangelism emphasis to

We had hoped that the ~eneral Conference would see our situation and make Evangelism a priority in the quadrennium ahead. We used to have a Board of Evangelism in Nashville, which was a considerable stimulus to us, but it has been lost, swallowed up in a
larger board. The 1984 General Conference did note the membership deoline, and came up
with a rather half-baked idea that we will more than double our membership to 20,000,000
members by 1992. Just like that.
I believe that it was Editor Dunoan of our Advocate who very properly raised the
issue of our motivation in this, in a recent writing. If we are only concerned about
the numbers and wanting t~ be a big Churoh, we will not sucoeed. The Church must have
pure and worthy motives, if it is to win. If we sincerely love the Lord and care for
the peopleJ if we are concerned about the multitudes around us falling into drink, drugs,
and despair;if we want people to have the strength of faith for better living; if we want
others to have the joyous abundant lifo that Jesus came to bring; if we want people to be
saved from sin and in tune with their God--then we ha~e the motivation and spirit that
can make the Church a winner.
But as it is righ~ now--we are for the most part, losing members. The Detroit West
District in 1983 had 11 Churches gaining in membership, while 38 Ohurches were losing.
The Port Huron District had 29 Churches gaining, and 55 Churches losing. The majority
of our ~asters and leaders are interested in many things, but do not have an evangelistic
0oncern. 7.·~ ta.kes time for an institution to change. First we must stop our downward
slide, a~ then perchance we can begin to climb toward the shining goal announced by
our §eneral Conferen.ce. Our leaders, all our ministers, and our people as well, will
need to have a ne11r concern for the Kingdom.
Looking around us we see a few Churches that are alive and growing in our midst.
This reassures us that the Church can advance, even in this affluent seoular society
which does not make +l,e Church • s task easy. On the Ann Arbor District in • 83, 'Milford
took in 68 members(nearly 2o% of their membership) and gained 49 members; NOrthville took
in 74 and gained 461 Clinton reoeived 30 members and gained 26(1~), Springville gained
over lo%. On the Marquette District, Norway received 22 members and gained 18; Laurium
gained 13 or lo1, while Woodland received 10 members and gained 8, which was 13~ growth.
We have ministers who are effective, and Churc~es that are vital and growing. It is
happening among us, but all too infrequently. (*Montrose received 173, gained 118!)
In ~ Methodist Church ~ Michigan• ~ Twentieth Century, Dr. MacNaughton reminds
us that Evangelism was a major emphasis in Michigan Methodism in the 1950's, and our membership was growing. Several evangelistic missions were organised and they had good results. For one mission we had a fine song to give us a stimulus:"Lord, lay some soul
upon my heart, and love that soul through me. And may I nobly do my part, to win that
soul for Thee." We learned that we ought to be oultivating and enlarging our list of
~onstituents, or prospects, or friends of the Church, i.e. people who already have a bit
of contact with the Church. These are people who send their children to §unday School,
women who work in a circle but do not belong to the Church; families that have contacted
the pastor when a death occurred or when a daughter wanted to be married. Every vital
Church, every alert ,astor, should have a large constituency list.
We mention this because it is olear from the conference statistics that a lot of
ministers don't know what a constituency roll is, and obviously do not sense its vital
importance. Here is a Church of over 750 members t~at announces a constituency roll of
lD. Another Church of about 250 members reported just one person on its roll. And he~e
is a Church with over 500 members, listing 13· constituents. We just know there are far
more than 13 friends of that Church. Many pastors need to rethink their priorities,
and then go to work. And the people need to do their part. Yes, we need a chc~ge!

EARLY TUSTORY OF THE DUNDEE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH '-""' PART II
(Dundee, in the flat country of Monroe County, is one of our earliest Churches~ In
the September issue, we learned that Methodist preaching here began in the fall of
1826 with the new Monroe Circuit. The Society here apparently was organized in the
fall of 1828. The Dundee Mission was set up in 1837. The Circuit was large covering
more taan Monroe County; the appointments were Dundee, Petersburg, Macon, Woodward
Mills(Milan), Oakville, London, Littlefield, Raisouville, Taylor's Corner, Gays, Otte~
Creek, Tilleton, Vanankens, Stoney-Ridge, Viana and Augustus. The early Dnndee Class
Book, 1836 to 1859, has been preserved, and is in our Archives today1)
The Third Quarterly Meeting of the Dundee Mission was held again at London, evidently a prominent point, on April 30~May 1, 1835. Presiding Eldsr Henry Colclazer(the
first librarian of the University of Michigan) was present along with Pastor James Shaw,
local preacher Thomas Eaton, local preacher James Mockridge, three exhorters, and five
steward~--all me~.
The stewards had received t5Q-.06 that quarter. From quarterage paid
in by members came $20.21, from a Love Collection $3.40, from the Public Collection t1.45,
and from the Missionary Society $25.
Class Leader David Curtis reported that the Circuit aad paid $3.40 for the Presiding
Elder's table expenses, $16 to pastor Shaw for travelling expense, and t30$66 to Shaw
on quarterage(salary). Apparently Dundee Mission received $50 missionary money during
its first year. Shaw reported a salary of only #75, on his claim for $216. Dundee in
1838 reported a parsonage, 212 members across the circuit, and two Sunday Schools with
60 scholars and 75 library books.
In 1838 Dundee Mission was shifted from the Ann Arbor District to the Maumee nistrict, still in the Michigan Conference which then extended across northern Ohio. ~ohn
Janes was the Presiding Elder. Janes had served the Detroit Distrfutin 1827-28, and
had preached the first sermon in Adrian.
The preachers appointed to Dundee Mission for 1838-39 were Ira Mcintyre and DeWitt
C. Johnson. Johnso~had just joined the Conference on trial. He died early in the year·
and was buried in Dundee burying ground. Wellington Collins was appointed to fill Johnson's place, but was soon moved, and Jonathan Blanchard finished out the year. Near the
end of the church year on Aug. 21, 1839, Mcintyre's wife Asenath, "died in the triumph
of the Christian faith and was buried in Dundee burying ground." It was a tragic year.
This low flat country was very unhealthy under pioneer conditions, and the mortality
rate was high, among the people as well as the circuit riders. Crushed by his losst
Ira Mcintyre left tee ministry and located at the 1839 Conference. Fortunately the
Circuit had two local preachers, Thomas w. Eaton and William B. Bradford, who doubtless
were called on considerably during this year.
In 1839 Dundee reported 342 members, 4 local preachers, and $4.50 given to the
Missionary Society. Dundee recommended local preacher William B. Bradford to the Michigan Annual Conference, and he was received on trial. The appointment was changed to
Dundee Circuit; Dundee no longer received mission money and no longer was regarded as
a mission. The Michigan Conference met for the second time in Michigan, Sept. 4-9, 1839
in Ann Arbor. Dan l3a.rnes and John A. Baughman were appointed to Dundee. Strangely John
Baughman, the first minister to serve this area, was made the junior preacher.
On Sept. 8, 1840 at the end of the church year, Rev. Dan Barnes died. In the spring
when the year was half gone, his health had so failed that he was obliged to retire.
The Presiding Elder brought William Bradford back to his home circuit in Barns' place
as senior preacher% Rev. Barns was comparatively old, in "the fifty-sixth year of his
age", probably too old for this frontier work. He had joined the Genesee Conference at
its organization in 18101 The conference memoir stated:"He filled the office of presiding elder for seven years, and was esteemed a judicious counsellor and a skillful
manager. As a preacher, he was not •• brilliant, but a sound theologian, and well oap-
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able of pointing out the way to heaven. For several years he had charge of the Oneida
Mission, within the bounds of the Oneida Conference, where his labours among the Indians
were crowned with much success. About the year 1835 or 1836 he received a location from
the Oneida conference, and removed to •• Michigan. In 1837 he was readmitted to the Michigan Conference." The 1840 Conference met early, Aug. 19-26, in Marshall. nAt the sitting of the Michigan Conference •• his name was placed upon the superannuated list, and
in a few days after, in great peace and in full prospect of a better world, he fell
asleep in Jesus. The disease of which he died was a bilious fever."
Thus within two years, two preachers and one preacher's wife, had died on the Dundee
Circuit. This must have been a shock. Eut the work carried on. In 1840 a new class was
formed of the people living in the cou_~try west and no~thwest of Dundee. David Ourtis
was the class leader. The old class book was denominated "CLAFS BOOK FOR SOUTH BRANCH
OF MACON CLASS, William B. Bradford, John A. Baughman, Circuit Preachers, David Curtis
Leader." The class was located in the area of the South Branch of Macon Creek. Thirty
names appear as members, i"'cluding David Curtis, Emiline Ourtis, Ebenezer Lockwood,
~li7,abeth Lockwood, Welcome Johnson, Sylva Johnson, Alfred Wilkinson, Lucy Ann Wilkerson,
Cornelius Wilkerson, and others. The people listed were to remain prominent in Dundee
Methodism. In 1839-40 Dundee Circuit paid two full salaries, of S216 and $272!
~f.he 1840 General Confe~ence made changes in the midwest.
The North Ohio Conference
was created; it included the Ohio Districts which had been in the Michigan Conference
for four years. The Michigan Conference now was confined to Michip,an and made to inc1~de
the Methodist circuits in southwestern Michigan, formerly in the Indiana Conference. A
new Monroe District was formed; Elijah Crane who had some part in the founding of Albion
Seminary, wi'l.s the Presiding Elder. John Gray and Gideon J. Shurtliff were appointed to
Dundee Circuit.

Gray joined the Michigan Conference on trial in 1839; Shirtliff in 1840. These men
short careers in the Conference. In 1849 Shirt1iff died, and John Gray was oae of
the supernumerary preachers, who evidently had to quit the ranks becaase of poor health.
In these two men r.>e evidently see again "the high cost of circuit riding" on this fron~ier.
At the beginning of their year here, the class book again had notations on the title page
for the year:"Observe the Friday preceding Each quarterly Meeting as a day of fasting anc
prayer for the prosperity of the Redeemer's Kingdom." "Please mark this 'Rook weekly."
"Strive to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace--St. Paul."
ha~

In 1841 Dundee Circuit reported 350 members, one local preacher, 6 Sunday Schools
with 200 scholars, $8 paid for Sunday School expenses, and S2 given to missions. Note
that the average enrollment of each Sunday School was only 33. There were no churches
yet on the Circuit; the Sunday ~chools had to be held in school houses(most likely) or
in homes. John Gray received #157·74 salary on his claim for $232; Gideon Shirtliff received $69.30 on his $100 claim. Times were hard. We deduce that Gray was married and
had two children at least~ Shirtliff was a single man.
The 1841 Michigan Conference met at White Pigeon in September, and appointed John
Scotford and John K. Gillett to this circuit. John Gillett was the son of A ~asa Gillett,
a Methodist pioneer at the north bend of the River Raisin in Sharon Township, northwest
of Manchester. He was recommended by the Saline Circuit, admitted to the Annual Conf erence in 1839, and had a notable career. Gillett was a member of the 1860 General Conference in Buffalo, shortly before his death. His faith was expressed in his <'l.dmonition:
"Think of me whether livin~ or dying, as happy in God."
In 1842 Dundee Circuit reported 412 members, 3 local preachers, 5 Sunday Schools
with 121 pupils and 111 library books, $9.59 spent for Sunday Scboml eJpenses, and tl0.67
given to missions.
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In 1842~43 John K. Gillett served the Dundee Circuit for a second year, with
William P. Judd his associate. This was a notable year for in 1842, evidently in
the fall, the first church was built in Dundee on Monroe Street near the river. A
tradition states that this was a crude structure--something like a sheep barn. No
picture or detailed description of this church has survived. The deed to this lot
seems not to have been recorded.
The ~ircuit in 1843 reported no parsonage, but two churches, 544 white members
and 2 colored members, 5 local preachers, 4 Sunday Schools, 5 Superintendents, 122
scholars, 100 books in the libraries, and $10 raised for missions.
The 1843 Annual Conference appointed William Judd and Henry Penfield to this
Circuit. Penfield served but a short time. Phillip Burnitt was appointed to fill
his place, but after a. brief service, his health failed. Then David A~ Curtis, son
of David the class leader, and Thomas Seely "laboured upon the Circuit the remainder
of the year." At the close of this year, the Dundee Quarterly Conference recommended
David A. Curtis and-Thomas Seely "to the Michigan Confarenoe to.. t~ve~" and they were..
received by the Conference at Coldwater in 1844• David A. Curtis was to have an eminent career in Michigan Methodism.
The Dundee Circuit in 1844 reported 323 members, a big decline from the previous
year. Perhaps the ministerial changes hurt the work, but doubtlemmembership was cut
down by the new circuit to the north, Stoney Creek. Also the Circuit reported 8 Subday Schools t-tith 348 enrolled, and 392 books in the libraries. The Conference reported
$819.78 given for Missions; thEreflected the growing strength of Michigan Methodism.
During this year David Curtis, the financial secretary, used two pages of the
class book to give credit to church members who gave foodstuffs and supplies to
preacher Judd. "David A. Curtiss Cr By~1.08
18 lbs. honey to Judd 6cts lb.
1.13
6 bush Corn Ears 37-t bush
1.25
5 do Oats
2/
.25
2 lbs butter 1~
582 lbs. hay

~

Welcome Johnson
By 3 bush Wars Corn
2 fowls 13
Sundry Total

.56
.26

.!ill
4'·95

Cornelius Wilkison By
1 Buckwheat 5/
4 Do Ears Corn at 37i per bush
500 hay a bush corn lli lbs sugar
1843--0ct. 4 J'osiah Brakeman
To 2 Bush Wheat 3/
" 5.: Do 0a.ts 2/
" i bush Cranburys 6/
" ~ do Corn· in the Ear

Dr.

1.25
1.25
.38
4.00
""
5-94
--!.2Q_
2 bush of peaches 25
7 ·44"'
3osiah Brakeman was the Presiding Elder of the Monroe District. We admit that we
cannot always follow or agree with our early leader's arithmetic, but the above is
intereAtine; and euge;estive of the economy and prices prevailing then in Michigan.
The 4th Quarterly Conference of the Palmyra eircui t to the we·~'t, on July 27, 1844·
voted "that thiH Ct(Cirouit) unite with Dundee Ct in holdinp; a Camp Meeting near
Petersburgh." Interestingly the first of their committee of five to plan this event,
was H. Penfield. We h~ve no details of this camp meeting, but assume it was held.

-.;.
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The ]844~45 preachers on the Dundee Circuit were Alanson Fleming and Valmore G.
Boynton. Fleming entered the C·: >nference in 1837 and located in 1846. Boynton had just
been received into the Conference on trial; he was to have a long career in the Church.
The notation in the Macon Class Book(David Curtiss Leader) this year was: "Remember the
Friday prior to each Qu Meeting is set a part as a day of fasting and prayer for the
pro~perity of Zion.
Dec. 1844--Alanson Fleming." The Class had 36 members this yearJ the
next year it increased to 51. The Class Book in 1845-46 lists the quartera~e given by
some of the members. We see such amounts as 37! cts., 12 cts., 6~ cts., and 36! cts.,
for a quarter. The large&giver for one quarter, only gave $1.911
Ebenezer Steel was the senior preacher here 1846-48. In his first year W~lcome w.
Johnson was licensed as a local preacher. He joined the Conference in 1850. tn 1847
"Brother Steel's wife died and was buried in Dundee cemetery." Again the angel of death
had struck at the clergy ranks here.
In the latter part of 1849-50, John Levington was junior preacher on this circuit.
At the end of the year Dund~e Quarterly Conference recommended him to the Annual Conference "as a sui table person to travel, "and he
received on trial. The good people here
could not foresee that 20 years later Levington s mind would become unhinged and that he
would cause the Conference an unbelievable amount of trouble. AroDnd 1850 we are told
that Dundee Circuit embraced Dundee, Summerfield, Freedenburghs, Gages, Mills, Morses,
Hendricks, Tabon, London, Macon, Bradford and Tilletson. ±t was still large.
The Circuit evidently was out down in 1852, when':ifle Conference began sending only
oBe preacher to Dundee. In 1853-54 he was Welcome Johnson, who had gone into the ministry
three years before from Dundee. He must have been welcomed by his old friends. His ministry was made notable by the building of a church-owned parsonage at 231 Monroe Street, on
the south side, not far from the church. The church historian a few years later wrote,
"Throue;h his(Rev. Johnson's) labors and untiring zeal the parsonage was built and finished."
Welcome Johnson suffered for this effort. He received only $140 salary, on his claim for
$240, but he did receive his $126 claim in "table expenses"(doubtless foodstuffs) and his
claim of $15 for house rentl The parsona.ge was valued at S400 in 1854. Dundee reported
only 107 members now, and three Sunday ~chools. The old church on Monroe Street was only
valued at $50! Was it really that bad? @r do we have a mistake in the figure here?

wa;

In 1856 the East Milan Class(later Alalia) was organized with Shubel Lewis,class
leader. Lewis had settled his homestead on Cone Road in 1850, six miles north. The East
Milan Class remained on the Dundee Circuit until 1868J in 1866 it was Class No. 4, of
the 5 classes.
About 1860 the old churoh on Monroe Street was struck by lightning, and so much
"injured that it was thought best not to repair it. FOr several years the Society had no
place of their own to hold meetings. They were dependent on the Congregationalists and
Baptists. This was not always convenient or the most pleasant." The Baptist Church
stood on the site of the ~resent Texaoo station.
Rev. William Quarton Burnett served Dundee from 1863 to 1866, the first three-year
pastorate, a length allowed by the 1864 General Conference. He was a very able minister
add his pastorate was notable here as well as in other places. In 1864 he led in the
builrling of a new cJiurch on the west side of the river on Riley Street. " The Society at
this time was not wealthy, nor large, and it required much effort on the part of the
Preacher to commence it and manage it, and great sacrifice by the Church and People to
complete it. After erecting the wall preparatory to putting on the timbers for the roof,
they met with a severe misfortune: there came on a desperate storm of rain and wind, a
large portion of the wall fell. This looked discouraging, but with becoming energy and
zeal they went about the work anew, determined to succeed and so they did1"
The entire cost of the new briok ohuroh was $7,000. It was dedicated in 1865 "to
the Worship of Almighty Ood by ~. George B. Jocelyn, Preeident of Albion College." TWo
years later Samuel Bessey happily st~ted that the ohuroh was entirely p~id for. With
grent effort, fortitude, zeal, and eaoritioe, the Dundee MethodiRta overoame and ~eoured
a goodly church building whioh would serve for a oentury.

