~~t c~~reae®
M~f-J'()db~ t.r<dtives

THE DETROIT CONFERENCE HISTORICAL MESSENGER
Published by The Friends of the Archives
Ronald A. Brunger, Editor
Volume XIV, Number 4

November, 1986

Table of Contents

Here and There
Our Current Excitement
Who Was WLUiam Phinney?
Recent Researchers
Memberships
Items from the Advocate in 1874
Student Days at the Wesleyan

Page
1, 2
1
2
2
2

3

----~~~~~!1-~E-~E!~~---------------~~8
HERE AND THERE
Dorothy Reuter reported on Oct.

10
that she has presented her
slide-cassette lecture, "United
Methodist Mission to Indians of
Michigan" 21 times! This is a great
response to a fine program, and to what
has been a neglected area of missional
and historical concern in our
Michigan Methodism.
Mrs. Reuter sold out the first
p rin tin g of h e r b o o k 1 e t "M e t h o d is t
Mission to Indians of Michigan." She
had it reprinted, 300 copies, and these
fine booklets continue to sell. Order
from Mrs. Floyd Reuter, 838 North
Charlesworth, Dearborn Heights, MI
48127.
This summer one day, we received

two orders from two places in Iowa, for
a free copy of Harlan Feeman's book,
Asbury's Silver Trumpet, an account of
Nicholas Snethen, early Methodi st
Protestant leader. We have quite a
number of these free books. Order from
us at the Adrian College Librar".
Adrian, MI 49221.
Christmas is coming; sometimes

gifts are a problem, Remember our
Michigan Methodist History in two
volumes, costs only $3 per book or $5
for the set!
Here is a bargain
indeed!
This might be an ideal
Christmas gift for your relative or
friend who already has everything.
Available from Dr. Ford Caesar, 3116 N.
Grand River, Lansing, MI 48906, or the
editor.

OUR CURRENT EXCITEMENT!
Our most exciting happening this
fall in the Archives began with the
arri val of a letter from a woman in
Batesville, Arkansas. She announced
that she had unearthed the Journal of
Robex:t.-Ridgway. Ridgway- was appointed
junior preacher on the Romeo Circuit in
1837. We responded eagerly and told
her that we certainly wanted a copy of
the Michigan section of the journal,
and would be glad to help her with
notes on people and places mentioned,
i f the journal was to be published.
Soon a typescript of the journal
arrived. We were a bit disappointed
that it co vers only three month s ,
September to December, 1837. Ridgway
was a young man in poor health; he
could not stand the hardships of a
circ uit rider! He was increasingly
sick and unable to preach; finally he
was obliged to withdraw and return to
his home in Ohio .
Still this is a fascinating
document as we still have so few
primary source materials of the circuit
riding era of Michigan Methodism.
Almost at once this journal
incrr sed our knowledge. A delegat1on
was coming down to Adrian from Royal
Oak First Church, to do research on
their history. Studying the journal we
found that Ridgway preached once in
Royal Oak and met with the small
Society there. We knew that royal Oak
wa s planning a sesquicentennial in
1988, thinking that their church was
founded in 1838. This is the tradition
that has come down to them. But this
manuscript proves that a mistake was
made at some point. The Methodist s
were organized in Royal Oak by the fall
of 1837. Thus our knowledge of our
fascinatin g heritage keeps increasing!
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HERE AND THERE continued
We remind you that
Elijah Pilcher's fascinating
early history of Michigan
Methodism, published in 1878,
was reprinted by the
Farmington Church.

It is a beautiful book,
printed on acid-free paper,
hence long lasting. Th '= cost
is $33. Address the First
United Methodist Church, P.O.
Box 2052, Farmington MI
48018-0252. Make your check
out to that church.
We remind you also of the
attractive little book, Negro
Methodists in Michigan, by
Alvin Burton and Mamie
Garvin.
It sketches the
early black heritage in
Methodism, early black
workers in Michigan, the
Lexington Conference, etc.
It has a short historical
account of each black church
in Michigan Methodism. The
price is $7.95. Order from
Rev. Alvin Burton, P.O. Box
61, Romulus, MI 48174.

WHO WAS WILLIAM PHINNEY?
Almost since our beginning, one William Phinney of
Stamford, New York, has
remained a member of the
Friends. We had wondered
about him; who was he?
\>Je did faintly remember
that we had a query from him
years ago, seeking information on the famous Bangs
family. Nathan Bangs was an
outstanding leader in early
American Methodism; his
brother Rev. Heman Bangs was
prominent in the New York
Conference.
A brother,
Joseph Bangs, settled at
Tecumseh; he was a farmer and
blacksmith, and a strong
Methodist local preacher
until his death in 1848. We
sent Phinney information on
Joseph Bangs and his family.
The Bangs family came from
Stamford, N.Y.
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Recently we sent a notice
his membership was due. This
was unlike him. We than
received the news of his
death on September 12, and an
obituary. Now we know-Phinney was a Methodist
minister.
Born in Chickopee, Mass.
in 1906, he attended
Massach u setts State College,
Cornell University, and Drew
Seminary. After his active
ministry in the Central New
York Conference, he settled
in Stamford. He was a trustee of the library there and
compiled historical information on many United
Methodist Churches in his
area. We want to pay tribute
to a fine brother minister in
New York State, who took an
interest in our Michigan
Methodist heritage, greater
than most of our own
ministers.

What

About Your
Membership?
The Friends of the
Archives makes possible the
publication of the Historical
Messenger, and aid in im proving and sustaining c ur
conference Archives.
Our Secretary informs us
that we have 135 members. If
Central Illinois Conference
could have 2,000 memberf" in
their historical society, it
seems that our conference
could reach 200 members, and
more. We earnestly hope you
will want to continue to help
sustain our work.
Our rea u.1a r membership is
still on ly $3 a year. A
Contributing Membership is
$10, giving you a membership
for two years while you make
a further contribution. A
Sustaining Membership is $25
(five years).
A Life
Membership is $100.
Send your membership or
gift to Sharon Scott,
Secretary-Treasurer, at 214
E. Michigan Avenue, Clinton,
MI 49236.

RECENT RESEARCHERS IN THE
ARCHIVES
In July, Rev. Mark Jolly
of Manchester, England was
here and worked two days.
Your archivist had had
correspondence with him,
giving him information on the
career of Dr. Benjamin F.
Cocker in our conference a
century ago. He got the idea
that he wanted to come over
to Michigan and see the
places where Cocker preached.
He left this note, "With
thanks for a very happy and
useful visit to Adrian
College. July 1986."
On August 27, Patsy
Patterson and Margery Bourns
of Milford were here again,
working with enthusiasm on
Milford Church history.
On September 9 and 21,
Rev. Cardwell Prout was in
the archives working on the
life and ministry of Bishop
Joseph F. Berry.
On September 12, Fred and
Evelyne Venus and Florence
Lucas, from Royal Oak First
Church, were here to work on
the early history of their
church. We found data to
really change and complete
the first decades of this
church's history!
Dr. Douglas MacNaughton
continues to work in the
early Methodist Protestant
papers in the archives and
the college records, as he
labors toward writing a history of Adrian College. 0 n
October 14, he happily reported that he found a file of
the Methodist Recorder for
1916, which unknown to us was
behind other magazine piles
on a wide shelf in our downstairs room. Our archives
has proven a vast resource to
him as he labors at his mon umental task of research.
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MICHIGAN METHODISM 112 YEARS AGOI
Items from The Michigan Christian Advocate, February, 1874
"The new M.E. Church at Argentine, Linden charge, Flint District, was dedicated
Jan . 28th, Rev. W. E. Bigelow, P.E., preaching the sermon and Rev. 0. Sanborn,
their former pastor, conducting the finances. It is a frame building 12 by 54 feet
in size, and cost abcut $2,500, a marvel of cheapness. It was commenced last
spring, and with commendable energy and perseverance has been pushed forward to an
early completion by those having it in charge. After the excellent sermon, Rev.
Sanborn made a statement of the cost of the building, &c., adding that a balance of
about $1,000 remained to be provided for.
The people responded with a will, and in a short time $1,173.61 was subscribed,
and some it paid, after which the dedicatory services took place. The house is
well seated and lighted, and on the day of dedication was well filled. Dr. Wixom
generously donated the site, and Mrs. Betsey Hall gave a beautifully bound Bible
for the pulpit. The people felt jubilant over the result, and well they might, for
it is the first church erected to the township, and is an ornament to the village,
and an honor to the cause of religion. Besides the pastor, Revs. Brock way,
Birdsall, Balls and Hicks were present, ~nd assisted i_!l the services."
"A few days since the friends of Rev. E. P. Pierce, pastor of the church at
Medina, Adrian District, gave him a donation a mounting in all to about $7 5.
Brother Pierce was received on probation in the conference at its last session. He
is doing well and is very much beloved by his people.
Our society at Alpena, Port Huron District, is holding a series of meetings
with encouraging prospects.
The Sunday school at Oxford, Romeo District, had a dinner and sleigh ride on
the 30th of December.
We are holding a series of meetings at Milford, with good prospects of success,
writes the pastor Rev. J. F. Davidson.
Rev. 0. J. Perrin, Presiding Elder of Saginaw District, writes that there is a
general revival of religion all over the district.
Rev. Thomas Nichols, pastor at Franklin, Adrian District, was made the
recipient of a $140 donation on the night of the 28th ult. [Franklin Township is
west of Tecumseh.]
At the Quarterly Meeting at Addison, Adrian District on the 1st inst., the
Presiding Elder was overpaid. Rev. A. R. Hazen is pastor.
We understand that the labors of Rev. J. S. Smart at Port Huron have resulted
in a glorious revival, and that too without any protracted effort.
We learn that Rev. Wm. Fox, Presiding Elder of Romeo District, has purchased a
residence in Oxford, and will soon move there, as it is the most central point on
his district.
Rev. D. A. Curtis of Petersburg, Adrian Distr;ct, received a very serious
injury the day before New Year's. He was assisting his son in breaking a colt,
when he was first thrown upon the ground and then jerked by the lines against the
fence, injuring, it is feared quite seriously, his spine, producing partial
paralysis of his left arm. If he recovers at all his recovery must be slow, and it
is hardly probable that he will be able to preach before spring at the best.
Our society at Brooklyn, on the Napoleon charge, Adrian District, has lately
purchased three eligible lots in
Q00d locality in the village, on which they
hope, at no very distant day, to be ... le to erect a ..:..i1urch and parsonage.
At Ridgeway, Adrian District, they have been meeting since New Year's, with
good results, quite a number of conversions have taken place, and the church has
been greatly revived. The pastor is Rev. G. H. Field.
We noticed in our last issue that Rev. W.H. Pearce of Trinity Church, Detroit,
would probably be obliged to leave his work on account of ill health. We learn
since that arrangements have been made for W. X. Ninde, of Garrertt Biblical
Institute, late pastor of the Central Church, to fill his pulpit during his
vacation, which it is sincerely hoped may not be long.
Rev. J. 0. Bancroft of Oxford, Romeo District, lately received $14 more than
his quarter's claim. We don't wonder, since learning this, that the Presiding
Elder intends to move there; almost any preacher would be willing to live in such a
olace.
r
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MEMORIES OF STUDENT DAYS AT THE EARLY WESLEYAN SEMINARY
AND FEMALE COLLEGIATE INSTITUTION AT ALBION
By Louise Reddick Smith
[Editor's note: Louise Reddick Smith was born February 22, 1834 in Niles, and
died in Cold w"ter, October 5, 1910. She writes a fascinating account of going
to Albion in 1848 to attend the Wesleyan Seminary, then o nly five years old,
and of her student days. She graduated in 1854. This autobiography is found
in Appendix I in The Traveling Man by Smith McLandress, grandson of Louise, who
lives at 1117 E. Eldora do, Appleton, Wisconsin. With his permission, we are
enabled to bring this to you. In the September Messenger we printed Louise's
account of her childhood, which concludes here with a description of singing
school and her experience in the church choir.]
"Another opportunity to aid the education of our young people was afforded in
the singing schools held every winter for three months in our church.
We must have choir singing and there was no other way to get the material but to
educate; so a subscription was taken and a certain amount raised to pay the teacher
and every one came who wished. They were quite popular and attended by all the
churches. These continued until an advance class was formed and any one to enter
it must carry his or her part alone with three others in an easy hymn tune •••
I might have been twelve years of age but think younger when I was permitted to
take my place among the younger members of the choir. There were from fifteen to
twenty, usually, there each Sabbath. Of course I took a back seat and gradually
slipped to the front as I became older and others left until I stood near the tenor
and led the air. The weekly choir meetings were enjoyable gatherings, meeting
around at the houses and often young people attended who did not belong, as there
were not many opportunities for them to get together. I will say here that the
choir occupied the middle gallery opposite the pulpit and the congregation turned
around and faced it during the singing.
The first important event of my life came, when after due preparation, I became
a student at Albion in the fall of 1848. I was then in my fourteenth year and by
far too young to leave home. I think my mother's judgement must have been over
ruled for I was very anxious to room with another girl a year older, so persuaded
my father to consent to my earnest entreaties. He w,ts always very familiar and
jolly with us children while mother was of a quiet temperament, so I presume I had
no fear to prefer such a big request. It was an economical school in its early
years. Board was $1.25 a week; I think room rent was a $1.00 a term and wood
furnished us for what it actually cost. Each young man student had his own
individual pile or each two, for two persons occupied a room and some of them
prepared the wood for the girls' haP -=~nd took it up, hereby helping pay their way
thru school. James Jacokes, afterwr
Judge Jacokc 3 of Pontiac, was the first I
remember in that capacity.
The only lights we had were tallow candles and never burned but one at a time.
Before I left several years after, we were able to get stearing candles which were
some better but had an unpleasant way of forming a little cup of melted was around
the wick and running over when moved or carried around the room. Well, this much
for the school "Seminary" as it was called.

Early Student Days at Albion

I
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continued

And I must describe our method of getting there and outfit. There were to be
four in our party, Alvira Dennis, who was to be my room mate. A cousin of hers,
Thomas Glenn, quite a young man as he had learned the printer's trade, and David
Truitt, who lived six miles east of Niles and who fa t her was to take us and our
belonging s in a lumber wagon; we had to furnish our bed, pitchers and pails, the
furniture, some of it quite primitive belonged to the room. I think one of us took
a feather bed and pillow and t.fe other straw ticks and bedding. We were two days
on the road, getting to Albion near sun down. I don't remember being tired. I
was so pleased to have the privileg e that nothing seemed like a hardship.
2
The building was a large four story, perhaps 40 X 100 feet, dining room in
the lower story, and chapel occupying half of the second story and hall thru the
middle, the narrow way with front door reached by a flight of about twelve or
fourteen steps. We were among the late arrivals and had to take a room on the
second floor opposite a recitation room. We soon found it was undesirable.
Besides all the girls we wanted to be friendly with were in the hall above and
before many weeks we managed to make a change. There could not have been more than
25 girls in the hall and nearly twice as many boys, at that time.
We all ate at two tables. The dining room was large occupying two thirds of
the lower story and in cold weather was chill and dreary. Meals were served at
6:30 A.M., 12 A.M. and 5 P •• M. The rising bell drove us out of bed at 5 A.M. so
there was a long wait before breakfast but we had to have all our room work done
before it. The work was divided into four portions: building fire, sweeping,
making beds and emptying slops, and as the first and last ,.,ere the hardest we did
it alternate weeks. Building fires required the most ingenuity and as most of the
girls had never one such a thing at home we had to be instructed by the
Preceptress. She told us never to burn our candles entirely out but save to the
ends, to secure all the splinters we could from a wood box in the hall as it, the
wood, was brought up and while the candle end burned, pile our kindling around it.
She always came around to see if we were up and many times built our fires for us,
for they would go out sometimes.
When we came up from breakfast we all filed in t l the recitation room and the
roll was called to learn if we were up with the rising bell, yes, really up before
the bell stopped ringing and the room work done. If any were habitually delinquent
she was sure to keep them up and be on hand to know why the work was not done. As
I think of it now I am sure she did not have a soft place in the position she
occupied. But we all liked her and she was kindly to us if we showed a disposition
to live up to the rules, which, in the main, we did.
Chapel exercises came at 9 A.M. and 4 P.M. and I always liked them as it was a
pleasurable excitement to see the school together. From three to four of the
professors sat on the platform and took turns in conducting the exercises, while
the Preceptress modestly occupied a chair on the floor beside the platform. On
Monday after chapel the entire school staid (for there were many more students from
town and out-boarders than boarde'
.) and after listening to a little lecture on
manner, self control, etc., the ro.1..1. was called and WP. answered to present or
absent twice at church Sunday and twice each day at chapel.
The church and seminary building were both primitive, the church rather more
than the school, for the same old brick four stories high and about 40 X 100 feet
still forms [in 1910] the nucleus of the cluster of buildings which not constitutes
Albion College.
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Early Student Days at Albion

I continued

The church was a little wooden s3ructure and stood nearer the railroad track
than the seminary and between them.
In the course of two or three years it was
given up and about 1850 a lot bot [bought] near town and a large brick church
erected. It was as plain in appearance as the Seminary building, no ornamentation
of any kind. It had a belfr y and the choir gallery extended around the back over
the vestibule opposite the pulpit. The latter was long and narrow with wings lower
down on the sides and had two big tall lamps filled with oil, lard oil probably.
They did not give very brilliant light when we "clever girls and clever boy~" stood
up there to read our society papers as part of the exhibition exercises.
But I
have not forgotten to this day the hardship we considered it to attend church in
the morning, go back to our dinner, and go filing down the hill again for afternoon
service, winter and summer, and we had to be sick if we were ever excused even for
an afternoon service. This was when I was about sixteen and in the summer time it
was a pleasant road . A few of the older girls went at 9 A.M. to teach S.S. classes
and I among them.
Our President, Dr. Hinman, and several agents were sent out to secure
scholarships among the town and country people, for there were no cities then; they
were certificates which permitted the purchaser on the payment of $100.00 to send
pupils there without tuition until the amount, at $5.00 a quarter, was used up.
They could be bought or sold and I obtained my education on such papers, which my
father rented of his neighbors and paid them, for very few ever were able to use
them in later years and they considered it a kindness for a friend to use them.
Besides--as the school prospered, this method of getting funds and patronage
was given up and in the course of eight or ten years the school board refused to
take these certificates as pay for tuition. It was not considered just the proper
thing for them to do for many of them, or mostly all, indeed, were bought by men
with young families who expected or hoped to send their children when old enough.
In 1850 the school was reorganized as a Collegiate Institute, getting a charter
from the state and liberty to graduate the young women with the degree of M.S.A.
5
Mistress of Science and Arts.
I had several periods of attending school at Albion and as there was no fixed
course then I was satisfied to leave when I was about seventeen, and father bought
me a piano. I had taken music lessons, perhaps one and a half years and though my
instruction was very imperfect, I managed to derive a good deal of satisfaction
from my accomplishment and also gave pleasure to my friends. Few homes had pianos
and even melodeons were a rarity. In the spring of 1852 I visited Albion after a
class had graduated and another to do so in a few months and was greatly pleased
with the plan. On my return home I began again to talk school to father and he
wondered what we could do with the piano and no use for it. And finally said if we
could sell the piano the way would be clear. It was not a difficult thing to do
and in a few months I parted with it without a sigh of regret, for wa s not I going
to prepare myself for a teacher.
Cornie Sabin had graduated the July before (her father and mother being steward
and stewardess of the dining hall). I had some previous acquaintance with them as
they had moved from Litchfield the year before I left and were taking boarders
while Cornie was attending school. She, living out, was my day scholar and warm
friend, so on my return she was ready to receive me with warm heart and open arms.
The new building intended for a recitation room and dormitories had been
erected north of the old building the same size and style--and think occupied for
the first time the year before. Cornie roomed with her parents in the old building
and I took a room on the second floor at the head of the first flight of stairs in
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Early Student Days at Albion

I continued

the new buildin g and as I did not have a very congenial room mate we were together
a good deal out of study hours. Her friendship also brought me a good many
privileges; in her mother's room, indeed, I was favore d in many ways.
I was to complete r,.; y course in two years when I went back and at the beginning
of the second year we arranged to room together. I brought extra furniture from
home, mostly carpets and curtains, and we settled ourselves cozily but concluded at
Christmas time that we would move into a room next to her mother's in the old
building and whkh had always been the man teacher's room. I returned early after
Christmas to get settled and s ee the other scholars come back. There was always a
pleasurable excitement in the greetings after a short vacation almost every one
returned. For the last two years we had quite of group of Chicago girls for
students and as they were mostly acquainted, they managed to room near each other
and to do it had to take rooms in the fourth story as they were not so desirable as
those lower down. it was a pleasure to visit their rooms; they had brot so much
from home to make them attractive, rugs, pictures, rockers. And one girl, Lizzie
Links and the only one whose name I remember, brot a canary.
School commenced Monday, the students mostly there, and the day occupied in
arranging classes. These girls came that day late in the evening--as their rooms
were all in order as left two weeks before. I remember they were not up to
breakfast. While we were finishing the meal the cry of fire was heard and we ran
out to find that the new building was burning the blaze coming from the very top
near the chimneys, which were on the edge of the roof. A defective chimney was
always supposed to be the cause. Nothing could be done except to let it burn
slowly downward, which it did, as the walls were brick. It was supposed the
students were all out in the other building at breakfast unti l some one remembered
the Chicago girls coming from the train late and were probably asleep, unconscious
of danger. It was easy to empty the lower stories as the fire commenced at the
top--but quite a panic was created in the Chicago Community, and the first thot was
to know they we re all down safely. There was plenty of help for forty or fifty
male students were rooming in the old building, but the fire made such headway that
the girls lost most of their belongings; among them, Lizzie Link's bird, which
caused great grief There were other students in the same hall perhaps forty, but
they were up and down to breakfast and ready to im p: ove the minutes in securing
their most valuable and movable thi ngs.
The third story had several lady teachers, quite a number of students who had
been there the longest and secured the best rooms, and three music rooms with two
good pianos. The second story where I had roomed t '~ e term before, also fhe year
before was occupied by the preceptress and assistant, some students perhaps eight
or ten and two music rooms; one The Music Teacher's Apartments. The piano in her
room was saved but the other burned .
The lower story had three recitation rooms and the laboratory; and retorts,
bottles and chemicals were among the last things carried out and stacked around the
fence which surrounded the campus,
- -~ aps three rods in front of the buildings.
Cornie and I did not have to work t, Jave our belongings but it became necessary
for us to give up our rooms to t he music teacher and we st o wed ourselves away
pretty much as we did before we had our delightful new building. One can have no
idea of the economy which was used in the erection of this one, narrow halls and
narrow steep stairs, and in the second story one half of which was chapel, where we
met twice a day for exercises and which was entered from a broad hall running
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I continued

across the building, with two sets of outside stairs running to the ground. On the
other side of the hall was a recitation room which also opened into the ladies'
hall and here Cornie and I roomed that term. The Preceptress occupied a room or
rooms across from mine and two other rooms were the only ones occupied. Below was
the kitchen, steward's room (Mr. and Mrs. Sabin) and dining room besides music
room, reception room where the trustee s met.
The morn of the fire, telegrams brot a goodly number of them to the place and
in the afternoon a meeting was called of board, teachers and students to learn what
could be done with us all. The old building which had been given up to the boy
students as a dormitory as was full (two upper stories) was emptied out and the
boys requested to find boarding places out.
The Chicago girls all went home that day and lots of the boys departed later as
no desirable boarding places could be obtained; among them was my brother John who
had been there one term. What an exodus there was! Mr. Sabin bought a good brick
house opposite the college, north west corner and gave up the dining hall. Of
course I went with Cornie and as it was my last term in school it did not matter
muc h. They had four other boarders. It was a great set back to Albion for it must
have been a hard matter to gather the same number of students together again. The
lot was cleared that summer and materials obtained and a year from that time a
building finished for occupation, but it was never used as a dormitory. Boarding
houses and clubs accommodated the students and do to this day.
Of course I enjoyed those last two years, I could have staid there five years
longer and then been sorry to give up studying. Beside the fire to discourage us,
the school was unfortunate in a change of presidents with the fall of '53. Dr.
Hinman who has been with the school and worked for its interests for several years
and was very popular with the faculty and students. At that time he was ele c ted
6
first president of the Northwestern Union; and Dr. Mayhew, former superintendent
of Public Instruction, took his place and served for that year only. He was a good
teacher and I remember especially that we were better prepared for examination in
his classes than any other. He was very methodical and did a great deal of
r eviewings-- kept the main points of the chapters to the front and the subject of
the text book in view. He published a treatise on bookkeeping and not long after
started a commercial school in Detroit, which was a success and which he managed
for years. He was a very dignified and rather unsocial man--just the opposite of
Professor Olds, who made our class in Geology a picnic at the last term, he was so
jolly and companionable. I regarded him as a warm friend for it was his influence
which secured me my position in the Young Ladies School in Bloomington, Illinois
the following year.
Graduated in 1854; taught school near home 1854 and 1855 winter. Went to
Bloomington to teach fall of 1855-1856.
Niles High School Building finished
Fall of 1856; taught there summer term of 1857, also fall term and winter •• "
1In 1948 this country had been settled less than 20 years; 1t 1s surprising that
the roads were good enough to enable them to travel by horses and a lumber
some 90 miles in two da v~'
2Thiswagon,
was the Central Building: th i .urnerstone was laid on July 6, 1841 1 and the
building was completed ln January, 1844. The SP.minary classes oegan in
November, 1843 and were held in the Methodist Church and the Bell House, behind
Central, at first.
3Thethe
first Methodist church was on Porter Street, a little west of the Seminary.
The second church location was on Erie Street, near downtown, much further for
4An students.
Exhibition was given at the end of each term to demonstrate the learning and
progress of the students. Elijah Pilcher, one of the principal founders, came
all the way from Detroit for the first one, and felt rewarded.
5 Louise
was wrong in thinking the whole school was reorEanized. The Female
Collegiate Inst1tute was set up alongside the Wesleyan Seminary, sharing the
facil1ties. In fact it had the larger enrollment, and its graduates could
receive diQ~omas! Men could not.
6 Northwestern
-university
7Louise's education
at .Albion paid off promptly. The western states had a great
shortage of educated people, and teachers were sorely needed.

