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HBRB AND 'l'HBRB
Recently we receivea copies of a new
history
of Trinity Church, south of
Fowlerville.
Trinity was formed by a
merger of the West Marion and Parkers
Corners Churches (formerly M.P. ) and the
Iosco Methodist Church (formerly M.E.).
Members of the History Ccmnittee worked
much in the Archives. Ferreting out the
history of the Circuits in this area was
not easy.
From 1870 to 1885 the M.P. Livingston Circuit was comprised of Plainfield,
Parkers Corners, Wilson, and Livermore
Classes.
It's interesting that in 1880
Sister Mary G. Walters was licensed as a
"Local Preacher" and her license was
renewed again in 1882.
Remember that in 1880, Anna Howard
Shaw, who had preached and graduated
from
Albion
College
and
Boston
University
School
of
Theology, was
refused
ordination
by the Methodist
tkneral -Conference.
Arma went over to
the
Methodist
Protestant Church and
received ordination.
Soon she became
the great leader in the crusade for
'WaDeD's rights.
'Ihe M.P.'s were ahead
on this issue 100 years ago.
Rev. Car1 Schevenius of Minneapolis
is the world's oldest retired United
Methodist minister.
He was 109 on July
27.
A native of Norway, he came to
Wisconsin in 1887.
He graduated from
Garrett Biblical Institute in 1903 and
once serve a church in Detroit. Next to
his work as a minister, good literature
and poetry have
given
him life's
greatest satisfactions.
In 1887 central Church, Detroit paid
a salary of $4,000, which was very large
for that time. It hd 757 members.

Recently a used-book store catalogue
offered a considerable ntlllber of books
available which would improve our historical library at Adrian.
We ordered a
bmch, and were in time to secure 13 of
them with a bill for $267.69.
Our
Coomission book budget for the year was
nearly spent.
Forbmately the Friends
of the Archives were able to JBY this
bill and give us a big lift.
Let
us
indicate what these new
accessions are._ First 3ole .note ~
by William H. Milburn, Ten Years of
~Life,
and
Rifle,
Axe, and
Saddlebags.
'Ihese books illustrate the
arduous life of the circuit riders and
the
conditions
of
the
mi.d~tern
frontier (in Illinois mainly) • A third
book by W.G. Miller, 'Ihirty Years in
the
Itinenmcy,
tells of a circuit
rider
in
neighboring Wisconsin, our
first biogra}ily in that location.
Also we acquired a biography on '!he
Life
of John Price Dmi:l&n, who was
editor
of
the
New
York Christian
Advocate,
and
then
for
years the
executive
of
the
M. E. Missi<mary
Society.
And a second biogra}ily by W. W.
Pinson,
Walter
Russell Lambuth, the
great
missionary
statesman
of
the
Southern Methodist Episcopal Church.
A
great addition to our 'WOOieJl' s
historical
materials is Bishop James
..Thoburn' s book on hi.s sis~ Li.fe.-of- Isabella Thoburn.
'Ihe Woman's Foreign
Missionary Society of the M. E. Ch\.R'Ch
was organized in March, 1869. Within
two
months,
Isabella
Thoburn,
in
response to a letter fran her brother
challenged her with the need of waaen
workers
in foreign fields, presented
herself as a CSldi.date.
She and Dr.
Clara
Swain were the first W.R.M.S.
missionaries in India.
A
fourth
biography
by
Charles
Sellers,
is
on
ID:renzo Dow.
And
finally is a book by William W. Sweet,
Men of Zeal, The Ralance of American
Methodist Beginnings, and three books
by Bishop William Quayle.
These are
fine
additions
to archives and the
Conference
is indebted to our small
Frieois organization.
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<Xle of the heroines of the Detroit Conference ought . to be Frances Grace
Collester York, 1826- 1910.
She was born in the village of Madison, New York,
DecEmber 18, 1826, the oldest daughter of Dr. Sameul and Amanda Collester. As a
physician's daughter, she was evidently well educated for her time. en August 17,
1845 she married Lodowick C. York, then principti of the Brookfield Academy. I n
1854 they moved to Michigan.
Her father had ~ 320 acres of wild land i n
Livingston County, and Frances had just inherited t his. They rejected the idea of
becoming farmers, g settled in nearby Howell.
Lodowick opened an advanced school
which was soon thronged by eager youth seeking a good education. He was most
successful as an educator.

The Howell Methodist Church lost its pastor, and York was persuaded to preach
to fill out the year as a pastor. This brought to a climax the struggle that
had gone on within him for years, whether he would preach or not. He yielded to the
call to preach, and applied for admission to the newly organized Detroit Conference
in September, 1856.
For the next 30 years he was a signally successful and
effective pastor.
and

Frances gladly joined her preacher husband in all phases of church work. She
was a fine singer and a good musician .
She trained choirs, worked in Slmday
Schools, revival services, and at camp meetings. She was granted a local preacher's
license by the Ann Arbor District in 1873 and held it for three years. In 1876 the
question of the legality of giving a woman a local preacher's license arose, and her
presiding elder, Elijah H. Pilcher, ruled against it. Subsequently Bishop E.R.
Ames, at the Annual Conference , backed the refusal of her license to preach.
But Frances moved on to other things.
In the early 1870's she was greatly
interested in the new Woman's Foreign Missionary Society; she was one of the first
to join and organize new auxiliary societies.
She was the first to advocate a
conference organization of the Socie ty.
She became the first Detroit Conference
W.F.M.S. Secretary, and served 13 years, 1876- 1889. The Woman's Foreign Missionary
Society was a revolutionary and independent organization; it was run by waoen alone,
unhindered by bishops or backward- looking clergy.

Francis was the originator of the "Lesson Leaves, " providing program materials
for the local Missionary Societies.
She became a strong national leader of the
Woman's Foreign Missionary Society in its formative years. Truly it might have been
said of her, "She hath done what she could." [See also page 5]

MATERIALS RECEIVED ON HANNAHVIIJ..E INDIAN MISSION
October 12 the archives received a fascinating packet of valuable historical
materials from Rev. Roger Merrell. Going through his father's papers, he had discovered these things.
First was an account by the late Rev. Lloyd Merrell of his
work with the Hannahville Indian Mission in 1828-29, which is invaluable as -we had
virtually nothing about this mission. Next was a 12 page printed brochure on the
Homecaning for the Hermansville charge in 1929. It contains pictures and short histories of the Hermansville, Powers, Faithorn, and Hannahville Churches. Next was a
16 page printed booklet on the program of MichigaDJJle Institute in 1929, an astonishing program.
Included also was a report on the Hannahville Camp Meeting in 1929
and two snapshots of the church.
We keep wondering--how much more relevant and
interesting material lies buried and undiscovered in attics and boxes across the
great state of Michigan?!

en
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HBRR AND 'l'HBRE

In late May we became aware that we have over 70 churches with no historical
materials in their
church files. We proceeded to the task of writing letters to
all the ministers of these churches telling of this deficiency. We have had a
response from a considerable number of churches, and we realize that we wrote at an
inopportlme time, with annual conference coming up.
We especially liked a note we received from Nancy J. Scott, secretary of the
Lola
Valley
United
Methodist Church, Detroit, along with three historical
doctwnents.
She apologized for her delay in responding to our letter of May 26. "I
have no excuse other than the ever popular, 'I' 11 do it later. ' I have enclosed
three items which I believe tell the story of our church best. I hope these will
enable future Methodists to picture our family as they should--small but mighty!
Thank you for making sure Lola Valley United Methodist Church won't be forgotten!"
Your editor is available to so some speaking on historical themes. Possible
topics are "'lbose Indispensable Ladies, " "Women Who Dared to Do, " "Missionaries Who
Traveled by Canoe and Snowshoe, " "The Rise of Methodism in Michigan, " "Horseback
Riding Preachers," "Methodist Shrines," and "It's All in the Archives."
·
~

In June, Garnet Munroe of Morrice wrote asking for information on the Morrice
Church, which was to celebrate its centennial in September. We copied a two-page
1929 history, a four- page 1958 history, a page of appreciation of the leaders, the
memoir of pioneer preacher W.W. Benson, and data on Morrice from the conference
journals.
A girl from Burton wrote to tell of taking pictures and making up a map for
Jtdson Collins' Grave (Historic Site #62). She asked where is #61, and how many
more historic sites do we have?
We listed our seven historic sites in the
conference and incltrled material on them.
Rev. James Rupert, doing research for the D.M.C.C., wrote wanting the Detroit
Conference statistics for 1861, 1966, 1971, and 1976 on the Detroit area, the
Lexington Conference figures for 1961, and the E.U.B. Conference statistics for 1961
and 1966. We worked about five hours on this project.
Herbert Taggart of Ann Arbor asked for information on his grandfather Dennison
lltJCall (1862-1929) , who came to this country from Scotland in 1881, and rode a
circuit in the Thumb area. We found that he was not in the Detroit Conference; then
we found that he became a Methodist Protestant minister and served until 1895. We
listed his appointments and gave statistics on the churches he served.
Dr. Edward Jervey, of the history department of Radford University, wrote asking
for information of Rev. Henry S. White (1828-1915). We copied his memoir, lis~
his churches, with some enlightening statistics.
Ethel Born of Salem, Virginia, a member of the General Board of Global
Ministries, is working on a history of Methodist Protestant Women and Missions. In
April we had given her a list of the former M.P. churches in our conference. Now we
answered questions on our Methodist Protestant resources in the library. Yes, we
have several M.P. Yearbooks; yes, we have the Methodist Recorder, etc. She will
probably be coming to do research in our archives.
Rev. A. Langford Redruth, Cornwall, England, wrote with a list of six questions,
for which he wanted answers.
1.
What is meant by the term "licensed to preach" and how does it related to
the Ordained Ministry?
2. What is the difference between the "traveling connection" and "itinerancy?"
3 . What is the American definition of a "Local Preacher?"
4.
(He lists the charges of two American ministers and asks if they would " be
classified as itinerant or travelling or both?")
5.
(He asks for possible locations of a paper by James Sims, read in 1906 at
the 50th anniversary of the West Wisconsin Conference on "Some Preachers of the
Early Days • " )
6.
(He asks if it would be of help to him to have the Methodist Magazine
checked for the years 1854-1900.)
As you well may imagine, it took some time to attempt to answer this letter!
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*'Ihe Districts:
Ann Arbor, Detroit West, Detroit East, Flint, Port Hln'on, Saginaw
Bay, and Marquette. We move from South to North.
The Detroit Annual Conference has been declining steadily in membership since
1965, when we reached a peak of 190,148. With the Union of 1968, we had an influx of
11 , 692 members from the former E. U. B. Conference, bringing the total to 190, 823, but
in the next year we lost nearly 4, 000 of these. We have lost 78,683 !Embers in 22
years, or 39%.
Clearly we need an evangelism emphasis in our conference , a turning
aronnd of priori ties, a concern for people, but somehow our leaders have not been
concerned.
Our conference lost 2480 members last year. But some of our churches w~re
outstanding in evangelism.
Some of our ministers demonst rate that advance is still
possible.
In its early years Methodism was like an advancing army, aggressively seeking to
find people and win them for Christ.
Consider this item i n one of the first
Michigan Christian Advocate issues of March 1874 .
A new M.E. Church is to be built at Seymour Lake in Brandon 34 X 52 and to
cost $3,000; and another one at Metamora 36 X 60 to cost $4, 000. 'Ibis same
denomination has 420 churches in our State, valued at $2,500,000. It has
dedicated a new church the past ten years in less than every three weeks,
in our State.
We aren't much like that anymore, are we?

- 5 THE FIRST WOMEN PREACHERS IN THE DETROIT CONFERENCE
Women

An Excerpt Fran
in the Clergy

by Cecelia Learn Jordan
[Editor's Note: One of the revolutionary changes in our United Methodist Church
today is the rapid increase of our women ministers. Women ministers are not allowed in the Roman Catholic, Southern Baptist, and many other denominations. We
believe that it is clear that the early Church had women preachers, but now this
seems a modern innovation. The paper with this title was presented by Cecelia
Jordan at the meeting of the Conference Commdssion on Archives and History on
Oct. 26, 1978. She expanded this paper and placed it in the Archives.]
Mrs. Frances C. York seems to be the first woman mentioned in the Detroit
Conference Minutes in relation to the clergy. She was granted a Local Preacher's
License by the Ann Arbor District in 1873. Her-license- ~ ren~ed-i:n 187-r---and
1875.
She likely did not serve as pastor of a church as her name does not appear in
the lists of appointments in the conference minutes. In 1876 a question of the
legality of granting her a Local Preacher's License arose and her Presiding Elder,
E.H. Pilcher, admitted "there is no authority for so licensing." Consequently
Bishop E.R. Ames refused a renewal of her license. Her husband was Lodowick Clark
York, who was the pastor at Wayne in 1876.
He died in 1907. Mrs. York, the
daughter of a }:ilysician, a Dr. Collester, died in 1910.

'Ihe first recorded appointment of a woman as pastor in the Detroit Conference
was
Bessie M. Rulison, appointed to Wolverine in 1919.
She served under
appointment in the Detroit Conference until 1923 (4 years) and then 23-1/2 years in
the Michigan Conference (now West Michigan), taking retirement in 1947.
Sara MacDonald,
the second woman appointee in the Detroit Conference, went to
Almont in the Port Huron District in 1921. She served various churches, including
some years in the Upper Peninsula with a seven year pastorate at Ewen, until her
retirement in 1943.

Blanche ~ was the third woman appointee in the Detroit Conference,
assigned to Ortonville, Flint District, in 1922. In 1928 she was appointed to Port
Sanilac, and in 1935 to LaPorte, where she was pastor until 1944. Meantime, she was
married to W.-I. Francis, a Methodist- Episcopal minister. From1944 to 1948- she
taught in the Chicago Evangelistic Institute.
She then returned to Michigan as
assistant at Ames Church, Saginaw, where she served until her retirement in 1957.
Not until 1939 did a fourth woman serve as a pastor in the Detroit Conference.
Marjorie HaWkins was appointed to Dansville in the Ann Arbor District that year.
She served parishes in that district until 1948, when she entered the ministry of
thf~ Free Methodist denomination.
In 1941 Elsie Johns was appointed to Clarenceville in the Detroit District,
which she served until her death January 22, 1974. She was then in her thirty-third
year at the same church, the longest pastorate of any woman in this conference, and
perhaps of any minister in the conference. Under her leadership the membership
increased from zero to over 1200, a new and imposing church structure was erected,
and a number of persons entered the Christian ministry and missionary service. Her
motto was: "Pray like a saint; work like a beaver."
In
1942 Be:rnestyne Cozadd. was appointed to Prairie Circuit, Saginaw-Bay
District, where she served five years. She then went to teach in a Bible School and
later did evangelistic work independently.

- 6 Helen Royce was also appointed in 1942 to Caseville, then on the Saginaw-Bay
District.
She came to the Detroit Conference fran the Genesee Conference in New
York.
She served as an active plStor in various churches in the conference tmtil
her retirement in 1967. Since then she has continued as an associate, presently at
Oak Park Church, Flint. Thus Helen has the distinction of serving more years in the
clergy than any other woman in the Detroit Con~erence--37 years, including the 11
years since retirement. She had served 9 years in the Genesee Conference. Besides
being a pastor, she has also given excellent service for a number of years to the
Conference ~ssion on Archives and History with her beautiful and interesting
slide presentations of historical places in some of the New England states. She
further served the Conmission some years as an efficient secretary.
In 1943 Beatrice Townsend was given her first appointment to the Vernon Charge
in the Flint District . She continued to minister in churches in that district tmtil
her retirement in 1971--28 years. Her's was an outstanding ministry, considering
that she also cared for her disabled minister husband tmtil his death in January,
1960, reared her two children, and completed the Conference Course of Stl.dy, besides
serving the churches full time.
She was pastor of the Laingsburg Charge for a
period of 12 years, one of the longest pastorates among women. Her son, "Ted," with
an earned Ph.D. degree is now Professor of Old Testament in Leonard Theological
College, India.
Elizabeth Rowley was also first appointed in 1943 to Avoca on the Port Huron
District.
She served several churches on that district tmtil 1955--12 years. She
then married a Mr. Welch and transferred to the Michigan Conference (now West
Michigan) •
She was there only a few years, during which time her husbard died
stilienly. Due to ill health, she had to leave the pastoral ministry.
In 1945 Cecelia learn, persuaded by the Flint District Superintendent, Dr. W.
Clyde Donald, accepted an appointment to the Davisburg Charge, Flint District . She
served in that district until retirement in 1972--27 years. She previousl y ministered 2-1/2 years without appointment as assistant to the pastor in Central Methodist
Church, Pontiac.
Her last appointment was t o Faith Church (first knmm as East
Grand Boulevard) , Flint, where she served 16 years. She had three appointments and
on each parish a new church structure was erected under he r ministry. During this
time four men entered the ministry--three as active Methodist ministers, and one
into an indeperdent minister later. Twe lve Boy Scouts COOipleted the God and Country
Program and three Girl Scouts the God and Colmnmity. Cecelia was also the first and
only (to date) woman president of the Flint District Missionary Society-- 1968-70.
On June 23, 1973 she was married to the Reverend Dr. David M. Jordan, also a retired
United Methodist minister--perhaps another first in the history of Methodism, as
theirs was a marriage across racial lines. She then served two years as President
of the Detroit Conference Retirees' Association ( 1974-76), the only wcman to serve
in that office in the Association's history.
Lottie Weir and Bertha Fillmore both received their first appointments in
the conference in 1946.
Lottie's first parish was the Elmwood Charge of Pontiac,
then on the Flint District.
She was pastor of several churches on that district
until her death September 18, 1960. Bertha went to Glennie, and then to Bentley,
both in the Saginaw- Bay District, where she served until retirement in 1950. She
had previously ministered six years under appointment in the Michigan Conference.
Ed.itb Smitb and Mabel Elder (later married to Rev. Peter Bell, a Methodist
minister) were appointed to churches in 1947--Edith to Riley Center and Mabel to
Unionville, both on the Port Huron District. Edith served churches on that district
until 1962--15 years, when ill health prevented her continuation in the active
ministry.
Mabel remained under appoi ntment i n the same dist rict until retirement in
1964--17 years.

- 7 In 1948 Susanna Parr and Mrs. John Silas (Estella) were given appointments.
"Susan" went to Peck in the Port Huron District and served in that district tmtil
she had to take disability retirement in 1968--20 years. Mrs. Silas remained at the
Oscoda Indian Mission on the Saginaw-Bay District following her husband's death in
1948.
For 14 years he had been pastor for the Mission. Mrs. Silas was then pastor
for 10 years, or tmtil retirement in 1958.
Also in 1948 Mrs. Lewis Keast (Elizabeth), widow of Rev. Lewis Keast of the
Detroit Conference who had died in 1944, was appointed as pastor of the SalisburyNational Mine Churches in the Marquette District. She served that parish 8 years,
retiring in 1956. Her death occured March 4, 1974, at age 92. Mrs. Keast was never
an ordained minister, but was a faithful servant of God and the Christian Church
many years.
She had been an officer of the Woman's Society of Christian Service
both in the Marquette District and in the Detroit Conference. She and her husband
ministered almost entirely in the Upper Peninsula.
Geneva Stottlemeyer l-.'8.8 appointed as a part time supply pastor in 1950 to the
Duffield Church in the Flint District. She did not receive ordination nor continue
in the pastoral ministry after three years at the Duffield Church. However, she
remained a faithful and loyal servant of the Lord through her local church.
In 1951 Imogene Quinn was appointed to the Chapin Church in the Flint
District.
She s erved churches on that district until retirement in 1962--11 years.
From 1944 to 1951 (7 years) she had been pastor by appointment in the Michigan
Conference.
Prior to those years she was a traveling evangelist from her youth, in
an independent ·ministry for the most part, but always affiliated closely with the
Methodist Church.
Other wanen, as Mrs. Joseph Shaw (Hazel), Mrs. Ellis Fenton (Hdi.th), and
Mrs. Ralph Guillatt--wives of supply pastors, and others also served periodically
in pastoral work in their own right by appointment in the late 40's and into the
60's.
Several of these also became local elders. A few other women entered the
pastoral ministry and did a most acceptable work in the 50's and 60's--some still
active, as Lois Glenn and Elizabeth Isaacs.
In this decade many more have
become interested in the ministry and are preparing or have prepared for full time
service.
No doubt this trenct is influenced, in part at least, by the surge of
interest in women's rights in recent years.

-

-

Attention should be called to the fact that in the 40's and early 50 's there was
a lack of sufficient male pastors to serve the churches, due to the World War II
situation.
At any rate the bishop and cabinet, especially in the 40's, sought
whomever they could get to supply their church pulpits, be they male or female.
Such a circl.DDStance likely led to greater influx of women pastors during those
years.
Then came a lessening of the number of women entering the clergy tmtil
within the last decade ••.
The first lOD8Il to be ordained a local elder in the Detroit Calferenoe was Sara
MacDonald in 1927.
Blanche Shepard-Francis was secorrl in 1939. She was the
first woman to be ordained in The Methodist Church following the merger of the
Methodist Protestant and Methodist Episcopal denominations. Marjorie BaMrins, the
third woman ordinant, was ordained a local elder in 1944, and Beatrice Townsend
was next in 1947.
The Conference Journal shows that llllogene Qrl.nn was ordained a
local elder in 1924 in the South Illinois Conference. This was the year in which
the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church granted ordination for
women.
The Detroit Conference Minutes record Helen Royce as receiving local
elder 's ordination in 1937, which would be while she was serving in the Genessee
Conference in New York State.

- 8 The first woman to becaue a full member of the Detroit Conference was Mar:i.CD
Kline.
She was received on trial in 1956, the year in which the General Conference
first granted full membership to women. Marion was given full membership in 1958.
She was appointed District Field Worker in education in the Marquette District in
1956, where she served until 1962, when she lolaS appointed a missionary to the
Philippines.
She was transferred to the Philippine Central Conference, August 15,
1967.
The second woman received into full membership was Elizabeth Isaacs in
1962, actually the first full member as a woman pastor. Marion Kline had served in
the field of education only. Donna Lindberg 'W8S next in 1971. Both Elizabeth and
Donna are presently active successful pastors.
The first women granted the relation of Associate Members in the Conference,
initiated in 1968 with the merger of the Evangelical United Brethren and the
Methodist denominations to form the United Methodist Church, were Lois Glen,
Cecelia Learn, and Beatrice Townsend in that same year. Elsie Jobns became an
Associate Member in 1969.
Sara M!icDonald was the first woman pastor in the conference to receive a
pension.
She retired in 1943 and pensions for supply pastors were first granted in
1944.
That was the status then of all women in the clergy. On January 5, 1954,
Sara was married to Rev. J. H. James, a retired member of the Detroit Conference.
They lived in Florida.
But just a little over a year later, on February 26, 1955
she died following a heart attack. Blanche Shepard-Francis was the next woman to
be granted a pension upon her retirement in 1957. Bessie Rulison, the first woman
pastor in the Conference, began receiving a pension in 1947, bJt her retirement was
from the Michigan Conference.

The first recorded death of a woman minister in the Detroit Conference was that
of Sara MacDonald on February 26, 1955. The next was l.Dttie Weir, September 18,
1959. Other deaths in chronological order since 1959 are:
Bertha Fillmore
1964
Mabel Elder-Bell
1971
Bessie Rulison
1966
Elsie Johns & Susanna Parr
1974
Blanche Francis
1968
Estella Silas (age 90)
1976
Imogene Quinn
1969
Beatrice Townsend
1977
Of the women in the clergy in the Detroit Conference, there were, prior to June,
1979, 10 full members, 2 associate members, 6 local or supply pastors, and 9 on
probation (including seminarians) .

Certainly, with the increased interest of young women in the Christian ministry,
assuming deep dedication on their part to our Lord, and a strong desire to win
others to Him, we may be confident that the Christian Church will be the stronger
because of their service .
The Church is, I believe, coming more and more into a
sense of wholeness, of being our Lord's people, in which "There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are
all one in Christ Jesus." (Galations 2:28)

We noted on page one, indispensable help of the Friends in the acquisition of
books to improve our library. Our Coumission budget does not support all that we
should be doing in our conference archives. Our membership currently is 145, with a
number not paid up.
We ought to have far more members than that. We hope our
lapsed members and many of our readers will want to support the Friends. Send your
memberships and gifts to Sharon Scott., 144 E. Michigan Ave., Clin~, t:IT 49236 .
Cooments and ideas may be sent to the editor at 73 Water Wheel Estates l l l Cll.Ilton.

