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GOOD EXAMPLE!

This summer the Lake Fenton
United
Methodist
Church
forwarded some very importan~
inforaation to the Arcbi ves.
This
information
greatly
increased
the
historical
significance of their file.
Unfortunately, not all churches
have
such
generous
files.
Recently,
a response to a
request for information about a
particular church was very
inadequate because the church's
file was virtually empty.
The valuable information sent
by Lake Fenton included:
1. A spiral bound booklet
entitled
"We
Remember,
We
Remember, We Remember" which
included the history of the ~
church plus several church
organi2ations,
and
also
remembrances of past church
families
by
present
day
descendants.
2. Photocopies of "Record of
Probationers" ie, those persons
baptized in 1893 and 1894,
MRecords of Membership" for
1893, "Records of Marriages"
and Class records for 1873.

3. Photocopies of newspaper
articles as well as photographs~
of important events.

4. A list of ministers who
served the church from 18 3 8
through l-992.

Similar

information for

YOUR

CHURCH will be welcomed by your
Archivist.
Almost every week I turn to the
church files in order to answer
inquiries. How great it would
be
to
a l ways
find
the
informationneeded. Hopefully,
I
will be kept very busy
processing the materials which
you wi 11 be sending.

GOLDEN NUGGETS

Twenty-five years ago William
cardwell
Prout
compi lied
interesting information which
was printed i n the May 25, 1967
Michigan Christian Advocate. A
few tidbits follow.
May 28 (1891)- The American
University, washington, D.c.
was organized by Methodists.

PROJECT
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The
Advocate
project
of
microfilminq early issues is
complete.
The
cost
is
$4,005.00
which is shared
between the Michigan Christian
Advocate and the Friends of the
Archives.
When these arrive
they will add forty-two reels
of
valuable
material
on
Michigan Methodism to our
collection. Thanks to all the
members of the Friends of the
Archives for their support of
this project.

Paqe 2

May 29 (1739)- Charles Wesley
began his open air preaching to
about 500 in the fields outside
of London on the text: "Repent
for the Kinqdom of heaven is at
hand."
June 2, (1879)- Birth of Bishop
James c. Baker in Sheldon,
Illinois, founder of wesley
Foundations.
issues of the
Messenger,
this
coluan will include some golden
nuggets from past celebrations
or activities from churches in
Michigan. Hopefully you will
share such information for this
column.
•'':""'

RENEWAL

WHO'S WHO

The Detroit Annual Conference
has
elected the following
members to the commission on
ArChives and History.
James Dodd, Adrian, Chairperson
James Simmons,Adrian Archivist
Herb Stevens, Madison Heights
Mamie Garvin, Detroit
scott Peters, Flint
Ruth Staudacher, Bay City
Lucile Ogden, Port Huron
Robert Boley, Adrian
Robert L. s. Brown, Adrian
Richard Beemer, Montrose
James Rhinesmith, Southfield

TIME

It is time to renew your annual
membership dues to the Friends
of the Archives.
There are
four levels of dues:
Regular member
$4.00
Contributing
$10.00
$25.00
sustaininq
Life
$100.00
your cbeck to:
.
Mrs. Sharon Scott
214 E. Michigan Avenue
Clinton, MI 49236
'r

BRtJ)JGER

;_

CAN YOU HELP?

Your archivist needs help!
Aoyama Gakuin University, Japan
is involved in the project of
producing
a
biographical
dictionary
of
Methodist
missionaries to Japan.

HONORED

At
the
meeting
of
the
Commission on Archives and
History in June, RONALD A.
BRUNGER was honored by the
Commission
for
his
long,
faithful and dedicated service,
with a Life Membership in The
Friends of the Archives. There
now 12 Life Members.

SAKPSOII was a
missionary in Japan from 19261931 and was sent by the
Mission Board of the Methodist
Protestant Church.
Her home
was in Kinde, Michiqan. Needed
are: birth date , place of grave
and year of qraduation from
Moody Bible Institute •
JIARGUBRE'l'TA A..
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UERITAGE CELEBRATION
Utica , Michigan celebrated its
175th anniversary as a city
with a bus tour hiqhl ightinq
its religious beginnings. The
tour was held on october 4,
1992 and nine churches and one
Ethnic
(Slovak)
Bi-Lingual
Church participated. The Utica
United Methodist Church was one
stop on tb.e tour and is the
oldest rel iqious congregation
in the Utica area; started in
1-823 with five members. Seeinq-.
the inside of churches was an
inspiration to those on the
tour, to the rich history and
religious conviction of the
Utica area.
We received a
bullet\n and a history from
each church.
Jeanne F. Thomas
STAINED GLASS CENSUS
Michigan
state
University
MuseU~. is seekinq to locate,
record, and photograph stained
glass windows throughout the
state.
These windows are part of our
cultural heritage, as art, as
architecture, as visible forms
of religious beli-efs --and of~~
as documents that record the
history of a denomination. It
is the goal to document these
expression of our culture and
encourage their preservation.
For more information, contact:
Michigan Stained Glass Census
M.S.U. MuseUlll
East Lansing, MI 48824-1045
Sharon Scott

HERE AND THERE
"What does an Archivist do?" is
asked repeatedly. I thought I
would indicate some things this
Archivist has done over the
past couple of aonths.
1. ASSISTED RESEARCHERS in the
Archives.
a. Mr. and Mrs. Clarence
Traver researched Reverend Fred
Traver, born in 1845.
They
especially wanted a picture of
Mrs.
Traver.
I
located a
picture postcard of Rev. and
Mrs. Traver.
b. Rev. Richard Myers, First
UMC ,- Wyandett~ researched for
background for a heritage
celebration.
We located a
sermon preached by a minister
of that church in the 1800's
plus
other
pertinent
information.
c. Mrs .. Jean Bell, missionary
to Brazil,
now living in
Hillsdale wanted to do research
on Methodism in Michigan before
the Ci vi 1 war.
She said she
found more information than she
could use for her research
paper.
d.
Jack
Shaffer
from
Perrysberg, Ohio was interested
in
information
regardinq
Circuit Riders in Michigan and
Ohio. He went home with lots
of material
and
he also
purchased the two vol umn set on
Michigan Me-thodism published by
our Commission.

2. ANSWER~D INQUIRIES which
came by telephone and the mail.
The majority were from Michigan
but there were inquiries from
Japan, Missouri, Texas and
Illinois.
some examples of
subjects were: requests for
baptismal certificates from
closed churches, clarification
of dates ministers served the
Fenton UMC, the dates of the
first
Methodist
Seminary,
genealogical
information
regarding ministers: Klaus
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CLERGY

Akerman, Daniel Jacokes, Joseph

Hickox, John Rix Robinson and
historical
information
regarding the original South
Attica Methodist Church.
3.
INDEXES
created
for
microfilm holdings, periodical
holdings,
Charles
Bangs

"Memoirs
Protestant

papers

of
Methodist
Ministers•,
and

delivered

at

A five inch bronze grave marker
with the Circuit Rider emblem
and the inscription: "United
Methodist
Clergy"
can
be
ordered from OOkesbury Book
Store, 16184 Middlebelt Road,
concord Plaza, Livonia, MI
48154 for $34.95. If you have
a Methodist clergy person
buried in your community it
would be appropriate to attach
one to their grave stone.
NO COMMENT OEPARTMBNT

~~~rf. 4. PROCESSED materials received
including pamphlets on the
Association's

Women's organizations annual
meetings, Ron Brunger's books
and files and a newspaper
article from the Detroit Free
Press on Merton s. Rice.
5. ACQUISITIONS RECEIVED:
a. The Christian Advocate for
the year 1870
b. Daily Christian Advocate
(General Conference) for 1828,
1831, 1866, 1884, 1888, 1904,
1908, 1912, 1916, 1920, 1924,
1928, 1932, 1936 and 1939.

c. Daily Christian Advocate,
Methodist Episcopal Church,
South for 1914 and 1922.
d. General minutes of the
Annual Conferences for 1990 and
1991.
FILING SYSTEM DESIGNED and
implemented which will assist
in making our holdings more
usable.
~s.
Emily Boley,
clerical assistant is combining
ministerial files from four
locations into one file within
acid
free
archival
filing
boxes.
6.

COLLECTED AND EDITED HX
FIRm! EDITION OF THE HISTORICAL
MESSENGER.
Incidently
my
computers ate up my first
1.

attempt.

MARKERS

our

Commission meetings.

Evangelical

GRAVE

1860 DISCIPLINE

This Discipline included the
following
instruction
for
ministers:

"How we can Employ our Time
profitably, when not Traveling,

or engaqed in Public Exercises.

Ouest.

1. What general method
of employing out time shall we
adv,.se?
Answ *
We advise you, 1.. As
often as possible rise at four.
2.
From four to five in the
morning, and from five to six
in the evening 1 to meditate,
pray, and read the scriptures
with notes, and the closely
practical parts of what Mr.
Wesley has published. 3. From
six in the morning till twelve,
wherever it is practical, let
the
time
be
spent
in
appropriate reading, study, and
private devotion.
Oest. 2. Why is it that the
people under our care are not
better?

Answ.

concur,

Other

reasons

may

but the chief is,
because we are not more knowing
and more holy."
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A Notable Loeal Preacher--Joseph Bangs (Part Two)
by Ronald A. Brunger
Isaac had been prominent in tne
chut'ch. He was only 30 years
Let us turn to the journal of
old and left a younq family.
presiding elder James Gilruth,
It must have been a hard blow
for a further glimpse of the
for Josepn and Huldah as well
activity of local preacher
as the young wife. But faith
Banqs.
On March 22, 1834,
made father Joseph strong, and
Gilruth arrived for the third
he carried on as usual in the
Quarterly Meeting, as Gil ruth's
Quarterly
Meeting
of
the
TecU$Seh Circuit, held at the
journal makes clear.
north bend of the Raisin River
in- Sht;ron -Township, nor..thwest
Af.tel:' the f~ral_s~rvice,
of
the
present
site
of
Bradford Frazee, the Circuit
Manchester. He left his horse
preacher
baptised
several
~at Coon Road Row--preached at
people, then the ministers
the school house at 2:00 p.m.
conducted the sacrament of
Coaaunion. The evening service
with liberty--held Q.
M.,
Conferenoe--Br (other) Bangs
began at "1/2 past 5 •, and
preached
at
night--(there
William Barris,
the local
having been an exolent prayer
pr$acher from Adrian preached.
aeetinq at 4.)--after ~hich we
Barris was to become in time
held a prayer meeting--some
the great- grandfather of
preser.ted
theaselves
as
Bishop
Marshall
Reed.
Mourners."
Gilruth with the
Following
Barris,
local
other preachers stayed over
preacher Joseph Bangs exerted
night in the home of Gilbert
and after some prayers the
Row.
Again we note the
meeting closed.
prominence
of
our
local
preachar, and how he work~ as
Gilruth now went to the
one of the regular preachers.
home of Joseph Bangs to stay
over Sunday night and they
We jUilp now to the tourth
spent
the
evening
in
Quarterly Meeting held on the
conversation. Gilruth does not
say that he expressed_ sympathy
f i1!st -weekend in June. Gilru.th
stayed in St. Clair's Inn in
with Joseph in the loss of a
Clinton. on saturday he went
dear son, or that he talked
out "to the place appointed for
about the changed situation in
our Q ~ (it being in a Mr. Hugh
the Bang's faaily.
He does
Hallock's barn) & preached with
tell us that he was unhappy
some liberty & then held a q
because he bad heard complaints
conf (the business meeting) • In
about preacher Frazee, who was
the evening Gilruth had to
a favorite of his. Frazee was
preach
again
since
the
younq and inexperienced and
scheduled preacher did not show
probably l•cked. balance.
The
up. On Sunday morning they had
year before he had been on the
the usual Love Feast and then
Saqinaw Mission, and had not
came the service. It was the
been popular with the lumber
funeral
service for
Isaac
jacks. He did not spend much
Bangs, "one of our Circuit
time working on his Circuit.
stewards." This seeaed tragic:
He was in southern Michigan

most of the time courting a
girl and showing up at most of
Gilruth's Quarterly Ke~tings.
He had been polishing the apple
with the Presiding Elder, who
was not astute enough to see
this evident fact.
In the sumaer of 1832 a
young woman by the name of
Annie Ford, who lived a little
west of Saline had entreated
Elijah Pilcher to make her home
a regular preaching point on
the Tecumseh Circuit. Pilcher
had a huge 400 mile Circuit
with 27 preaching places and
evidently did not see how he
could accommodate this request.
In September 1832, the Ohio
Conference split the Tecumseh
Circuit into three circuits. A
new Calhoun Mission covered
Calhoun and Branch counties.
The Ann Arbor Circuit was
brought back and now covered
only Jackson COUnty and much of
Washtenaw.
The
reduced

TQcumseh
circuit
covered
Lenawee County and the southern

townships of Washtenaw.
TWo
preachers were appointed here:
James
Davidson and Thomas
Wiley. Davidson now made the
Ford home a preachitlq point.
on February 12, 1833, he
extended an invitation to the
people assembled to join a
Methodist class.
only three
came forward to join, one beinq
Ann Ford. The class was small
and quickly become smaller.
One man, after Davidson had
talked with him, asked to be
dropped frol!l the roll.
The
third person moved away soon
after, leaving Ann the sole
member for a few days.
The
Third
Quarterly
Meeting of the Circuit was to
be held at 'l'ecumseh on the
weekend
of March 9-10, 1833.

A
group
from
Ford's
neighborhood had planned to
attend. The Quarterly Meeting
offered a chance to hear the
Presiding Elder who was a giant
and a personage, and a chance
to bear other preachers.
It
was a chance to see people from
other places, and to renew
friendships or make new ones.
It was a chance to break the
~outine and get away from home.
Attending Quarterly Meeting was
like a small vacation. So the
Fords and soae neighbors went.
This was an effective Quarterly
Meeting.
Sunday lllOrning, the
Love Feaet was held at 9 a.m.;
the school house at the north
end of Tecumseh was crowded .
~any
people
gave
their
testimonies and 15 people
joined the church at 11 o"clock
Gilruth preached "with life and
power on following peace and
holiness."
Next
came
a
baptismal service at the edge
of the near by Raisin River.
Gi lruth baptised three adults &
one
child
by
pouring
&
sprinkling, then five adults by
immersion (this was indeed cold
bathing but both they & 1 felt
well, 2 or 3 of them came out
of the water shouting."
By Sunday evening they had
an overflowing crowd and had to
divide
the
congregation,
sending a part of the people to
another
place,
a
home
presumably, where Luther Whitney
of the Ann Arbor Circuit
preached to them.
In the
school house, Gilruth recorded
a great evening.
"Preached
again at night on Christian
Perfection with some life,
liberty & power to a house
filled to overflowing-after
Which
a
prayer
meeting
coiiQDenced & after I saw many
come to the mourners bench.
soae found peace & 6 more
joined society. " Monday morning
the Presiding Elder preached at
8: 30 and then administered the
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:
Sacrament of Colllllunion to a ~·"'
large number.
The Quarterly ~~
J.
Meetinq ended. An.syl Ford was ,
converted on that Sunday night
and was one of the six people
who joined the Church.
The
membership of the Society near
Saline bad increased.
Shortly after this, Joseph
Bangs held a two-day revival
meeting in the Onion District,
just west of Saline in the
Ford's neighborhood.
Several
people were converted.
Among
them- was o7ames -I-rv-inq who wasappointed the class leader.
Probably Joseph led in such
reviv&l services many times.
He was a power for early
Methodism in the area.
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expected:
· he was once a
Presbyterian, then a Methodist
& now a sinner."
on Monday,
going to Tecumseh, Gilruth saw
some men threshing with a
threshing machine. CUrious 1 he
stopped to watch.
"They were
threshing at the rate of 20
she~ves per minute.
This was
certainly rapid work: & it did
well.
It however, takes 5
horses to drive it and about 10
men to attend it.
It will
thresh as much in one hour as
they could thresh in a whole
day by hand."
This was a
wonder in 1834. AmeJ:icans were
ingenious. Gilruth had dinner
-t;hat
noon wit;h -J-oseph ..,..and Huldah Bangs.
~ At the Quarterly Meeting
that year, Joseph Bangs was not
present. In 1835 the Ann Arbor
District was established and
the
number
of
circuits
increased. Gilruth was kept on
the Detroit District and had no
relationship with the Tecumseh
Circuit. Old friendships were
not forgotten. on December 5,
1835
Gilruth
started
for
Toledo.
He went by way of
Tecumseh and stayed over night
with
Joseph
and
Huldah,
spending the evening in "family
oonverssation• as he reported.

Jo~eph
Bangs
is
not
mentioned as often in the
Gilruth Journal in 1834-45 as
in the two previous years. The
untimely and unexpected death
of Isaac Bangs must have been a
blow to the Bang's family.
UndoUbtedly Joseph and the
brothers worked Isaac's farm.
Joseph felt an obligation to
help support the widow and the
children. There was no social
security. Perhaps Joseph took
more jobs of blacksmithing and
had to be less active in his
rel-i9ious work f-er a t-i-me.~ ~~

Joseph
Bangs
was
noticeably
less
active
in
circuit affairs in 183•-35.
The First Quarterly Meeting was
held
at
Adrian
in
the
Presbyterian Meeting House,
October 4-5.
Bangs was there
but took no part in the
program. Gilruth noted that on
saturday night, he and Joseph
"went to Sister Johars & took
supper." The woman's husband
was a Universalist.
Gilruth
wrote harah words about him
that he •lived as might be
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