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United Nations and the effect it had
on him and his ministry.

_Q_urin_g_ _ the June sessio11.. of the ___....___,' l'he
c ux:ches
which ~.._...e_
Detroit Annual Conference Versile D.
included : Prescott , Homer,
Bentley was announced as the new
Hartland , Durand, Montrose ,
holder of the Conference Cane.
Harper
Avenue,
Newberg,
Versile disqualified himself because
Wyandotte Glenwood, Mt.
his permanent residence is now not
Commerce,
St.
Charles,
in Michigan but in Florida.
Harrisville Lincoln.
After
further
research,
GBORGB
IIACDO'lVJ.D JOIIBS was presented the
Conference Cane by your Archivist as
part of the worship service on
October 10, 1993 in the Chapel at
the Chelsea Retirement community.
George
is
the
oldest
United
Methodist minister with over 35
years of service in the Detroit
Annual Conference, and, who is a '
permanent resident of Michigan. He
is the 23rd person entrusted with
the Conference Cane.

- born -

- -George -was
in - Gladstone
Michigan.
After graduation from
Albion College he attended Garrett
Theological Seminary and graduated
from
Yale
University
Divinity
School .
on June 12, 1935 he and
Evelyn were married by her father,
the Reverend George Gilroy.
They
have one son, Jerry.
George's "hobby is reaching every
unchurched
soul
for
Christian
service." He had a de~p interest in
youth and remembers his trip to the

__,_,
ser._ve
Auburn,
Detro! t
Utica ,
Morris,
Brant ,

* * *
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CANE
{The following essay is adapted from
some notes by Ronald Brunger.}
Methodist
preaching
began
in
Detro! t, Michigan in 1804.
That
spring a local preacher from Canada
named Daniel Free~an came to preach
in Detroit. That fall Nathan Bangs
of the New York conference preached
in Detroit.
It was not until the
fall_9f 1809 that regular Methodist
preaching services were conducted in
Detroit.
In the spring of 1818 the first
Methodist
church
building
was
erected . It was a log buil ding and
was located on the banks of the
River Rouge.
In 1848 the church
building was no longer bei ng used
because it had been burned by some
vandals.
In 1851, four Methodist
preachers visited the ruins and
salvaged some of the wood from which
thirty canes were made .
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At the 1904 Annual Conference which
was the hundredth anniversary of the
first preaching in Detroit, Reverend
Eugene
Allen
offered
to
the
Conference a cane given by Ira
Tietsort. The Conference Historian,
Reverend N. Norton Clark, moved the
acceptance of the cane.
Thus it
became known as the Conference Cane.
There are f our numbered metal plates
on
the
cane
which
serve
as
historical reminders.
Plate number one represents the main
body of the cane which is wood taken
from the First Methodist Episcopal
Church of Adrian where the Detroit
Annual Conference was organized.
Plate two represents an inset of
wood from the log cabin church on
the River Rouge.
That wood came
from one of the 1851 canes.
Plate three stands for the inset of
wood from the bookcase of Reverend
seth Reed, an outstanding leader of
early Michigan Methodism.
Plate four stands for the inset of
wood from a tree on the banks of the
St. Lawrence River overlooking the
grave of Barbara Heck .
In 1766,
she encouraged her cousin Philip
Embury and he preached the first
Methodist sermon in New York.
Engraved on the cane are the names
of the twenty-three holders of the
cane.
The first holder, in 1904,
was Francis Asbury Blades who was
the Adrian pastor who preached a
funeral sermon for President Abraham
Lincoln.
Seth Reed was the next
holder of the cane. He died at the
age of 101 and had answered roll
call at Conference seventy-nine
times.
James Jacklin was also a
holder of the cane.
He was one of

the founders of what we now know as
the Chelsea Retirement Community.
The new custodian of the Conference
Cane
is
the
Reverend
George
MacDonald Jones and he and his wife
Evelyn
live
in
the
Chelsea
Retirement Community.

* * *
DYNAMIC KERNELS OF WHEAT
{Marian

Foote

Stone

wrote

Remember, Earl y days of
T ownsh i p. "
In i t
s he

"I
Ridgeway

gives a
detailed account of h er memories of
the Ridgeway Methodist Church which
has merged to become Britton, Grace
United Methodist Church. Among many
interesting
sections
was
one
entitled: "Dynamic Kernels."}
In the summer of 1946, Francis Stone
planted "Dynamic Kernels" wheat.
This was the plan arranged by Perry
Hayden of Tecumseh -- a plan to give
God his tenth or "tithe" as told in
the Bible.
He interested Henry
Ford, auto industrialist in this
project: and it was on Ford's land
that the wheat was planted.
The
first year Perry Hayden and Henry
Ford harvested their crop giving
one-tenth of it to the church. Then
they replanted what was left. This
went on until the sixth year (1946)
when the nine-tenths became so large
that they advertised for farmers to
continue
this
program.
Each
promised to give one-tenth to God
and designated to what church or
cause it would be given.
Francis
Stone was the only one in the
Ridgeway Church to raise wheat under
this plan. His tithe was $206.72
which he gave to the church as
planned.
By motion, the Ridgeway
Church Board decided to send onetenth for overseas relief through
the Methodist Church and the other
nine-tenth to be placed i n a reserve
fund
for
re-decorating of
the
sanctuary which was soon t o begin.

* * *
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WOMEN'S HISTORY QUOTE
ANNA OLIVER, from her paper, "Test
case on the ordination of women"
1880:
"I have made almost every
conceivable sacrifice to do what I
believe God's will. Brought up in a
conservative circle in New York
City, that held it a disgrace for a
woman to work . • • I gave up h,ome,
friends and support ••• worked for
several
years
to
constant
exhaustion
and __sutfered__cold,_
- - hunger, and loneliness. The things
hardest for me to bear were laid
upon me.
For two months my own
mother did not speak to me ••• And
through all this time and today, I
could turn off to positions of
comparative
ease
and
profit.
However, I take no credit to myself
for enduring these trials, because
at every step it was plain to me,
that I had no alternative but to go
forward or renounce my Lord."

small

adjoining

communities.

Brent Creek United Methodist Church
was first organized in 1886 as the
Flint River Circuit.
Its first
pastor was Rev. Robert Rutledge , and
since there was no church bUilding,
services
were
held
in
area
schoolhouses. However, on April 28,
1897, lots #1 and #2 in Brent Creek
were purchasad for the sum of $30.00
and a church building was begun
immediately.
The building was
completed and dedicated on September
6th of that y e ar 1 a s a Methodist
_ _ ,Erates:tant Chur-eh

* * *

On March 4, 1893, lot #3 was
purchased for $50.00.
Since there
was already a Methodist Protestant
Church in New Lothrop, Brent Creek
was placed on the New Lothrop Charge
where it remained until 1939 when
the
Methodi$t
Protestant
and
Methodist Episcopal Churches united
and became the Methodist Church.

. .. .

In the early 1940's a basement was
dug and prepared on lot #3 and the
church building was moved onto it.

CLOSED CHURCH

{Reverend Donald crumm notified your
Archivist that this fall the Brent
Creek United Methodist cnurch was
being closed. on checking our file I
__ found one clipping from the.JUchiqan_ _
Christian Advocate.
Remembering
that
the
Flint
District
had
published
a
booklet
containing
historical
statements
on
its
churches,
I copied Brent Creek's
and placed it in its file.
I hope
other churches wi 11 take time to
forward some information reqarding
their church.}
Brent creek United Methodist Church
is a small rural church located at
10412
West
Mt.
Morris
Road,
Flushing, Michigan. It ministers to
the local area farm district and to

In 1959 Brent Creek Methodist Church
was removed from the New Lothrop
Charge and placed on the west Vienna
Charge.
In- 1968.-.Brent-Cr.eek Me:thodist....Chur-eh
became Brent Creek United Methodist
Church when the Methodist Church and
the Evangelical United Brethren
merged.
Looking ahead to more changes, .•.
in
19 7 5
[they]
purchased
1 ots
numbers 4,5,6,7 and 8, including the
house on lot #8, which is now used
as the parsonage.
In 1977 ••• [it] became the one point
Brent Creek Charge •..
In early April of 1981, Brent Creek

;..

.,
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Church was named to the State
Register o f Historical Si tes, and is
today , as i t has been though the
years, a dedicated meeting place for
worship and fellowsh ip .

* * *
SURPRISES
Reverend Warre n D. Pettis o f the
First United Methodis t Church in
Gaylord was vis i ting one of his
older member s a nd she shared with
him a booklet about the former
Vanderbilt Fi r st Methodi st Episcopal
Church. This chu rch h as not been in
existence for a number of years.
The Methodist and the Congregational
Churches merged and formed the
Vanderbilt Community Church.
The
former Methodist Episcopal building
is now Holy Spirit Catholic Church.
The 50th Anniversary program he sent
along to the Archives increases by
100% the valuable information that
we possess on this closed church.

* * *
Reverend
Jack
Gi guere
recently
forwarded
to
the
Archives
two
histories of the Grosse Pointe
United Methodist Church.
Oral h istory
by Warren R. Moore
" An outstanding contri bution to the
historical records of the Church has
been the implementation of oral
History i n asso ciat ion with the
Grosse Pointe Public Library. Gene
Moore
conceiv ed
the
idea
of
recording the voices of Reverend
Hugh and Doris White on cassette
tape. This was done by having Rev.
White descri b e the early events
leading up t o t he f ounding of the
Church, the concerns of obtaining

ne w me mbers , the fina ncing o f the
ear l y Church a nd a discussi o n of the
early member s and the ir r ole s in its
dev elopme nt.
On the othe r side of
t h e t ape , Dor is White describe d her
reco l l e ction of the early Church,
with the role of women, the Chur ch
School , the par sonages , and famili e s
that p laye d s uch an important part
in ou r Church 1 s f ounding .
It has
been hoped t hat this program will
continue s o that we may have othe rs
recorde d, and that we may know
his tory from the voices of the
persons i nvolved.
The original
c on cept of tne Library was t o record
the voices of the minis t e rs of all
the Grosse Pointe Churches , and ours
became
the
first
to
be
so
accomp lis hed . "
CHARACTERIZATION OF MINISTRY
by Willis Bug bee
"Thus it c ame to pass that a seed
sown i n t h e form of a newspaper
advert i s eme nt in August 1945 brought
org anized
Methodism
to
Grosse
Pointe, where it flourishe d ; a nd in
twen ty y ears it grew into a church
of ov e r 1100 membe rs, owning real
property valued at t hree quar t ers of
a mi llion dolla r s , and spreading its
infl ue nc e and efforts into the fardistant continents of As ia and
Afric a. Indeed, if a Biblical text
was t o be selected which best
characteri zed the history of t h e
Grosse Pointe Me thodi st Church , it
might well be the nineteenth verse
of t h e th i rteenth chapter of st .
1
Luke "
I t is like a grain of
111Ustard seed which a man took and
sowed in his garden, and i t grew and
became a tre e, and the birds of the
air made nests in its branches.'n

* * *
INGREDIENTS OF A GOOD EXHIBIT
Fir s t you must choose a un ifying
theme and then brainstorm a s to how
you can mos t effectively tell the
story.
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SPACE: Choose an area which is easy
to find and is easily accessible.
In your choice of a location be
sensitive to lighting both natural
and artificial. You also need to be
concerned that there is enough open
space
to
enable
people
to
comfortably view the exhibit.

FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES
The members-hip dues from the Friends
of the Archives do make a big
difference.
This
Historical
Messenger is an important channel of
communication
and
it
is
made
possible by the Friends.
Research
and
reference
tools
are
made
possible for use within the Archives
by visitors .

Remember that our fiscal year begins
CONTENTS:
With wpat can you best
on June 1.
We are already five
tell the story you want to tell:
months into the year and we need
books,
letters ,
photographs,
your support t o do what was planned
clothing , new~rs 8 diarie~ et~c:!..!•w?~--J~...._..'!~..__ J:unJ _annua 1 meet ing..--'l!hct:t--- -Exp ore a -1 avai lable avenues for
categories o f m.elllbershi p are:
obtaining this materiaL.
Solici-t;
materials from within and without
LIFE
$100.00
the congregation.
Ask yourself if
REGULAR
4. 00 PER YEAR
SUSTAINING
10.00 PER YEAR
what is displayed is as interesting
to look at as it is to study.
SUPPORTING
25.00 PER YEAR
DESIGN:
Take a clue from your
reading habits. Our eyes move from
left to right. So make your display
move from left to right. Don't try
to include too much.
As in
advertizing, the more White space
the better.
Since many of the
things you want to display are black
and white, use soll\e color andjor
fabric to enliven the displays..

Dues are to be sent to the Treasure:
Sharon Scott
214 E. Michigan Avenue
Clinton, Michigan 49236

* * *
GIFTS TO THE ARCHIVES

There have been several very good
gifts of books to the Archives.
LABELS: The best way to communicate
Many of these have been of a
the importance or meaning of an
biographical nature. Examp les are:
article is through a typewritten
1.
John w. Shackford, The
label of no more than 75 words.
Challeng13 of _ a _ Gr..e.a.t_ Field.-..L,...__
Don' t be wordy. Use short pertine
=n=-t- =------"s ervice and original HyllUlS.
John
sentences. Some times questions are
was the General Secretary of the
a good way to involve the observer.
sunday School Board in the 1920's
and was responsible for reorganizing
the Methodist Church Sunday School.
2.
Lloyd 0. Houser, Rainbows
These are a few suggestions for good
and Huddy Sboes. Thelma and Lloyd
displays.
I would like to include
worked together to compile this
in the Historical Messenger some
autobiographical account of their
more suggestions and some themes
which
you
have
found
to
be
variou~ ministries.
3. Jack Giguere, What Do You
effective. In this way we can help
Think, Pastor?
In this readable
others communicate our Methodist
heritage.
volume there is a compi lation of
selected
materials
from
his
published
writings
.
* * *
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UNCOVERING A PEARL OF VALUE
One of the great things about being
your Archivist is that i n my
research I am led from place t o
place and often times I discover a
gem which captures my att e nti on.
one such gem was a little booklet
entitled Autobiography ot
Re v .
Philip Henry Pohly. I never me t the
man but I wish I h a d. Philip Pohly
was an Eva ngelical Minister whom I
wa nt to introduce in this and the
next Historical Messenge r.
I n t he Forward we read "His was a
l ife devoted to deeds of k i ndness
a nd self-denial with the ultimate
ai m
of
glorifyingGod
and
benefitting man." Philip was born in
De troit on December 1, 1859 to
Charles and Elizabeth Pohly. He was
b rought up on a farm in st. Clair
County. He worked ha rd a t t he task
of he lping to clear t he farm and to
build a house . His e ducation came
i n the rural schools.
Philip "felt a definite call to the
minis try.
He, however, d i d not
reveal these inner c onvictions to
any one.
He hesitated, because he
felt that he would be unable to
adequately follow so sacred . a
calling.
As time passed, these
convictions grew and often he felt a
tremendous burden r e sting upon h im.
He prayed much and in simple
confidence entrusted his fut ure t o
the Father of all wisdom, He waited
patiently the development of his
life work."
The unique involvement of his wife ' s
sickness and its part in h i s
response to enter the ministry i s
but one of the inte resting tales
that will be forthcoming .
To Be Continued

HELP NEEDED
1.

BIBLE CHRISTIAN QENOMINATION

Information is needed to he lp a
person write a h istory of the Bible
Christian denomination between 1846
and 1884. Apparently "it was a s e ct
that broke away from Methodism in
England and came to the Amer icas
wi th the emigrants from Cornwell and
Devon.
It headquartered in Canada
and from there sent missionaries
into Wi s c onsin, Ohio , and for a
brief t i me i nto the mining region of
Michigan I s upper Pe n i nsula.
• ..
me rged into t he Methodist Episcopal
Conferences in 1884.~
Write me with any assistance you can
provide.
2.

PRE

AND POST REA<;TIONS TO THE

19§8 HERGER
Gary Baker a seminary student from
our conference is writing a paper
c oncerning the Michigan acceptance,
re jection, or something in bet ween
o f the me rger in 1968 which brought
into existence the United Methodist
Church. He will need the reactions
soon so send themto me as soon as
pos sible.
I will see that he
rece ives them.

* * *
RESEARCH SUBJECTS
The scope of the research inquiries
continues to be very broad. There
was one from a woman in military
service overseas.
Some of the
recent subjects i nclude:
The Deaconess Movemeht
Jane Bancroft
George Robinson
Detroit, Martha Holms
Port Huron First UMC
south Attica
Southfield Me~hodist
Decatur United Methodist
Keeler Circuit
Wakalee Hsth~ist Protestant

