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A UNIQUE HISTORICAL MEETING
Planned for October 23
A Fall Historical Convocation sponsored
by our Cor.ference Com:rl-s-sicn on Archivas
& History and the Friends of the Archives,

will be held at the Clinton United Methodist Church on Tuesday, Oct. 23, beginning
at 10 O'Clock.
The Clinton Church is one of our Conference Hietoric Site~: it is the oldest
church edifice still in use in the Detroit Conference. This is a chance to see
this historic building and to learn of
the history of Clinton Methodism.
This meeting will be marked by a tour
of the four historic church edifices in
Clinton-Methodist, Uni-ted Church of Christ
(Congregational), Episcopal, and Roman
Catholic. This tour was sponsored for the
local community last year, and was interesting and educational for those who participated.
It is expected that this meeting will
be further marked by a pilgrimage to the
Tecumseh Cemetery five miles distant, to
the graves of six Methodi.st ministers
buried theret At each gravesite, some record will be given of the life, labors, and
chs.racter of the the minister whose body
was there laid to rest.
All persons interested in this program and our Methodist heritage, are cordially invited to come. The only cost will
be the cost of the luncheon. Send your
reservations to Clinton United Methodist
Church, Box 529, Clinton, Mi. 49236. Shall
we see you at Clinton on ·Oct. 23?
Ml!MBERSHIPS NEEDED FOR THE FRIENDS
The Treasurer informs us that our treasury
is empty! We are proud and glad to have
purchased two state of Michigan historical
markers this past year for our early Indian
- - - - {Continued next page)
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THE JURISDICTION MEETING
AN OUTS'l'ANDIOO EVmr
The North Central Jurisdiction Commission
on Archives and History annual meeting held
at Houthton, July 10-12, was an outstanding
event. As hosts in the Detroit Conference,
\'Te wondered if the high cost of travel and
the fears of gasoline shortages might not
limit attendance severely. But finally high
expectations and confidence reigned. We had
a record number of registrants, some 88 people participated, and well over 100 were in
attendance for the dedication of the historical markers at Zeba.
The beauty of the Copper Oountry, the
rugged forested hills and the blue waters of
Lake Superior, charmed our people from the
plains and the prairies. The invitation had
gone forth calling them to "the shores of
Gitchee Gurnee", and they had come with alacrity
The fellowship was at its Methodist best.
Our people enjoyed vigorous hymn sings
and times of inspiration led by Gordon Ackerman, John Grenfell Jr., George Luciani, and
Bruce Brown. Alan George, host pastor, and
Gordon Ackerman, president of our Conference
Commission, greeted the people from out-of-~
state on opening night. Papers were presented on "The Peoples of the Upper Peninsula"
by Prof. David Halkola of Michigan Tech. i
"The Founding of the Kewawenon Mission" by
Howard Shaffer, our h~;ost pastor at Zeba;
"The Hethodist Interaction with the Indians
of the Upper Pen ,insula" by Dr. Frederick
Norwood of Garrett-Evangelical Seminaey; and
"John H. Pitezel-Pioneer Missionary on Lake
superior"-ey-Rona:la "A.Trunger. Slide l ectures were given on "The Upper Peninsula" by
Rev. Helen Royce, and "Copper· Country Methodism" by William Barkell, president of the
Houghton County Historical Society.
The historic tour on Wednesday featured
a trip to the Zeba Indian United Methodist
Church{the successor of the Kewawenon Mission)
where we visited their tabernacle, the Indian
cemetery, and the church. At Zeba a short
program; was presented with the singing of the
choir and introductions of Indian leaders.
Lunch was served in the new air-conditioned
social hall, built with mission funds, of
which the Indians were so noticeably proud.·
At one O'Clock we held a Dedication Service
for the new Michigan historical marker, and
the Methodist site plaque designating Zeba
(Contined next page)
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Memberships Needed for the Friends
Mission Site at the Soo, and the Zeba Indian
Methodist Church. This was accomplished with
some outside help, including a $100 gift from
our Soo Central Church. We also purchased
photostats of the first 20 years of the Westexn Christian Advocate.
Memberships in the Friends of the Archives have made these accomplishments possible. We solicit your help and interest1
Regular membership dues are $3 for one
year, or $5 for two years. A ~ustaining
Membership is $10, a Contribut~ng Membership
$25 a Life Membership $100. You simply
joi~ the Friends of the Archives by sending
an amount of money(as indicated above) to
Rev. Allan Gray, our Treasurer, at 404 Seminole Dr., Tecumseh, Mi. 492S6. We hope you
will want to join and that you will feel a
blessing in so doing.
HERE AND

THERE

Grace United Methodist Church of Houghton, known as the mother church of copper
country Methodism, celebrated its 125th Anniversary this spring. They have published an
attractive 28 page booklet with many pictures,
which covers the history of Grace Church and
the Hurontown Methodist Church(l861-1970),
and sells for 75 cents.
The G~lord Church celebrated its Centennial the weekend of Aug. 25-26. Gaylord's
oldest living ex-pastor is Rev. Alvin Doten.
In connection with the Jurisdiction Historical Convocation at Houghton in July, we
. acquired a beautiful book of 72 pages, entitled ncopper Country-God' s Country" published by Avery Color Studios in AuTrain.
It contains color photographs of startling
beauty of copper country scenes in Michigan's
Upper Peninsula.
The Bay View Association completed its
103rd summer program on Sunday evening
Aug. 19, with a moving and varied musical
concert. We visited with an Ohio layman
who was brought up on Lakeside as the son of
a Methodist minister, and was visiting Bey
View for the first time. He was amazed at
the beauty of the scenery, and the varied
programs. Too bad that many of our Michigan Methodists, ministers as well, as laymen,
seem to be unfamiliar with Bay View.
We have before us a copy of ~'The Central
Illinois Historical Messenger" for the second
quarter of 1979. It is an attractive four
page printed paper with pictures to enliven
the text. It is edited by archivist Lynn
- - - - - - (Continued on page 3)

A Notable Meeting (Continued)
as No. 59 on the national Methodist list of
historic sites!
The Conference al!JO enjoyed a tour of
the historic and beautiful old Calumet
Theater on vledneeday. Thursday afternoon
about half of the Conference took the postconference tour to the historic Central Mine
Church, where Charles Stetter played the old
reed organ leading us in a vigorous hymn sing.
He then told us in interesting fashion tbe
history of the mine, the church, and former
community, and of the reunions which have
been held regularly for 73 years. We concluded our tour at Fort Wilkins with Tom
Friggens the fort historian(a fine young man
from First Church, Royal Oak) as our host.
The Jurisdiction meeting had good publicity from the Marquette District; it was
noted in the Copper Island Sentinel, the
L'Anse Sentinel, and The Mining Journal, as
\-J"ell as the marquee of Michigan Tech. Among
L~ose attending from the Detroit Conference
were Rev. & Mrs. Ronald A. Brunger, Dr. &
Hrs. Hal.ph Harper, Rev. Gordon Ackerman,
Earle Ackerman, Rev. & Mrs. James Simmons,
aev. & Mrs. Allan, Gray, Rev. & Mrs. John
Grenfell Jr., Rev. atid Mrs. Howard Shaffer,
Rev. & Mrs. Alan George, Rev. & Mrs. George
Luciani, Rev. & Mrs. Wayne Hutson, Rev. Bruce
Brown, Rev. Helen Royce, Mr. & Mrs. Verno:t
Norell, and lVlr. & Mrs. William Barkell.
It was a n-:>table meeting. We close with
lines from the 197S reunion bulletin for the
Central Mine Church. "·1.'hings change and
places and people die, but these hills and
blue waters and the beauty of the heavens
are everlasting."
AN ElCCEI..'LmT ANNUAL MEETIOO

The Annual Meeting of the Conference
Commission and the Friends, wae held at
Adrian on June 5, the day before Conference.
The program was truly significant. We enjoyed presentations by Ralph Harper on "The
Early Moravians in Ohio, Michigan, and Ontario"; by Allan Gray on "Bishop Raymond J.
Wade"; by George Rice on "The History of
Scott Memorial Methodist Church"; by Keith
Pohl on "Anna Howard Shaw''; and also a slide
presentation by Rev. Helen Royce on "The
Upper Peninsula". We hope to include material from the papers on Bishop Wade and Scott
t-'Iemorial Church in sabsequent Messengers.
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THE ZEBA

INDIAN CHURCH HISTORICAL MARKER

The high point of the recent Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and Histor,y meeting
at Houghton, was the visit to the Zeba Church, and particularly the dedication of our new
Michigan Historical Marker. This was true for the people present from our Annual Conference. It was likewise true for delegates from other states, some of whom said that they
had never attended such a ceremony and appreciated it.
In preparation for the dedication, some of the older women members of Zeba in Indian
dress, fo1tnd chairs on the front porch of the Church close to the marker. A goodly crowd
assembled around, the people of the Convocation and proud members of the Zeba Church for
the service at 1 p. m.
The Dedication Program was as follows:
Opening Remarks.
• •• by Ronald A. Brunger , President of the Friends of the~g~~¥~~!
Hymn,"America"
g
The Invocation • •• • • • by Gordon Ackerman, President of Conference Com. on A. & H.
Remarks . . . • . • • • • by Howard E. Shaffer, Pastor of the Zeba Church.
Remarks . • • •
• • by John Grenfell Jr. , Superintendent of the Marquette District.
Remarks • . . . - . • • • • by<ri{epr-esenta-tive of the M!lchigan Historical Commission.
Dedication Service •
by Ronald A. Brunger
" •.•••. \'lith a resolute purpose to prove ourselves worthy of this inheritance from
the past and the increasing opportunities of the future: We dedicate this Marker."
Prayer
Hymn,"Faith of Our Fathers"
Benediction
A capsule summary of the long history of M~thodist work on the east side of Keweenaw
Bay in the Kewawenon Mission and the Zeba Church, is given on this attractive marker.
Side I reads: "Early Methodist missionaries came to Kewawenon from Sault Sainte Marie by
canoe, often a two week trip• Among them WlJ~ John Sunday, a Chippewa, who arrived in
1832 to educate and Christianize his fellow Indians. John Clark came two years later and
erected a school and mission house. By 1845 this mission consisted of a farm and a church
with fifty-eight Indian and four white members. A second church, erected in 1850, was
dedicated by John i. Piteze1, who served here from 18l+4 to 1847."
Side II (east) in:fonne us : ttJndians :from :far and near came here to attend the annual
camp meetinge which began in 1890. The present :frame church, known now as the Zeba Indian
Mission Church, was erected in 1888. Completely covered with hand-made woode~ shingles,
this structure has changed little since its construction. The Methodist minister ot L'Anse
serves the congregation. The Zeba Indian United Methodist Church, the successor of the
Kewawenon Mission, is an area landmark."
-An article in the L'ANSE SENTINEL for WEdnesday, July 11, after telling of the dedication and giving the text of the marker, noted that the annu3l camp meeting would be held
July 22-27 at 7 p.m. every night in the outdoor tabernacle, with the REverend Larry Russell
family of South Dakota, as guest preachers. We were told at Zeba that it is hoped that an
Indian preacher may be secured for Zeba. The people at the Jurisdiction Meeting were impressed by Howard Shaffer's empathy, understanding, and devotion to the Indian people,
along with the work of his wife , and felt that clearly they have done an olistanding work.
HmE
AND THERE
(Continued from page 2)
Turner, and published by the Council on Ministries of the Central Illinois Conference.
This paper hae an article under the caption "Women in the Church" on Lydia Sexton(bom in
1799) whom the author claims was the Anne Hutchinson of the Methodists and the first 'NODlan
preacher in acy o:f the denomirtations now a part or the United Methodist Church. We "have
hope~ that our Messenger may someda;r be printed, as the Illinois Messenger is.
n 1879, Central Church Detroit paid the highest salary in the Con:ference,$3,212.
Ba;r City Washington Street paid $2,420; Ann Arbor $2,230; Detroit Simpson $1,804; Flint
Court Street $1,800. The t<tP.l ministerial salaries on the Detroit District amol.Ulted to
$31,583; on the Sagimaw District the total was $28,380.
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Today St. Paul' s United Methodist Church in Rochester is one of the largest
Churches in our Conference. Almost a circle of small Methodist Churches is found a
few miles out from Rochester. East five miles is the Disco Church, originally Methodist
Protestant rather than Methodist Episcopal. Northeast eight miles is the Washington
Church, which was founded in 1824 and had the leadership in early years of a notabl~
loaal preacher, Abel Warren. North-northeast seven miles is the Mt. Vernon Church,
closely connected with Rochester in its begiru~ngs as we shall see.
North-nom.bwest four miles is the Paint Creek Church in Goodison. The Methodists
were evidently world.ng there very early. When the Lapeer ~1ission was organized, its
first quarterly meeting was held at "paint creek'' in the barn of Josiah Dewey, April 11-12,
1835, and the business meeting was held in the school house "hard by". The present
Paint Creek church building began life as St. John's Methodist Church, built in 1855 at
Buell and Rochester Roada, five · miles north of Rochester. This church closed in 1S77.
In 1886 following an extended revival, land was purchased on Collins Road for $50.
St. John's c~~was purchased for $1.00 1 dismantled, moved, and reconstructed. The
bint Creek/Wr' a~cated Oct. .30, 1886, exactly 118 years after the dedication of the
first Methodist church in New York. Four miles west or Rochester is St. Luke's United
l-1ethodist Church, a relative}¥ new congregation; five miles southwest is our Elmwood
Church.
The Methodists evidently were slow in getting organized in the Rochester area,
though they were active a few miles northeast and northwest as we have see11 1 as well as
in Utica(9 miles southeast) where a society was organized as early as 1823, and in Troy
to the south. These latter are large congregations today. In Rochester the Congregational Church was organized early, in 1827, and apparently preempted the field.
But Methodist preachers had been in Rochester. In 1824 Smith Weeks, who had been
ordained elder by Bishop Asbury in 1795 1 and \oras now a local preacher, settled in Avon
Township. It is sai4 that he labored as a local preacher here. But he had maey" concerns
and interests. He served as county probate judge. He was the first chaplain of the
Masonic grand lodge of Michigan in 1826; for the organizational meeting of this body he
walked into Detroit and back. In 1827 he brought iron-work for a saw-mill and was preparing to build on the Clinton River. He died in 1829 at the age of 62.
From 18.34 to 18.36 1 young Luther Day Whitney was the senior circuit rider on the
Mt. Clemens Circuit. This was a four weeks' circuit; it took the preachers, Whitney and
William Brockway', four weeks to go around it. Whitney writest"We preached at Mt. Clemens,
Romeo, Newburg, Dryden, Rochester, Utica, Troy, Red Run, Royal Oak, Warren, Greenfield,
Ray, Macomb, and Annada and !aehington, with other intermediate places." It waD a
laborious circuit; the land was heavily timbered and much of it clay soil which made the
forest trails and roads very difficul,t to travel. Whitney made his home with Calvin
Perrin, a staunch Methodist layman in Troy. In 1835 he married Perrin's daughter,
Aroline, and they later lived in a log house in Washington near Abel Warren.
'tfuitney tells us clearly that he preached in Rochester during his pastorate on
the Mt. Clemens Circuit. He lists 15 places as preaching points and adds that they were
"other intermediate places." The preachers probably had a society or class organized in
the 15 locations named, or thought that there was a good prospect of the same. Presiding
Elder James Gilruth in his journal tells of coming through the area regularly. He often
preached at Donation Chapel, a log church that had been built three miles northeast of
Pontiac in 1828. Several times he stayed overnight with a brother Adams, in or near
Rochester. Brother Adams must have been a Methodist, but Gilruth does not record preaching his home. For some years we have found no evidence or Methodist work in the Rochester area. The Methodist interest stirred up here in the mid-1830's evidently died down.
If there was a class here, it apparently lost interest and disbanded.
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In the year 1658, a spiritual hunger in the Rochester area became manifest. The
early writer in our first Quarterly Conference record book writes in moving, biblical,
poetic fashion. "In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty eight in
the month of June, the work of the LQrd having been extended on the Oakland Circuit, so
that at several places meetings were desired to be held but owing to the fact that the
Preacher on the circuit having as many appointments as he could reach, the wants of the
brethren in those places could not be met without having another Preacher, the Rev. Sylvestor
Calld.ns P.E. accordingly employed the Hev. Dani..el Birney, a Preacher from Canady West to go
and preach at such points as he thought most suitable, accordingly he commenced at the following places, namely Ht. Vernon, Stoney Creek, Rubbles School-house, Rochester, Ewells Schoolhouse, and other places, and continued to labour as a mifsionary until the conference when
it was formed into •• Rochester & Stoney Creek circuit."
The 1658 Annual Conference granted a small missionary appropriation of $25 to help.
the work here. Rev. Daniel Berney (alternate spelling) was continued here. At the Utica
Circuit Quarterly Meeting held at Troy on Oct. 16-17, the work around Rochester was organized
as a separate circuit. Rev. Berney's salary was set at $274, $100 was allowed for his
table e_Jg>~enc_efLSl,Ild_ho~e feed, $40 for_house I!erlt,-. and $12---f"or fuel, a--total of $426. At
a Quarterly Meeting held soon after by the Methodists in the Baptist church in Stoney Creek,
local preacher Abel Warren substituted for the presiding elder. This Conference apportioned
Stoney Creek to raise $100, Mt. Vernon $75, Clifton $60, Rochester $25, Hubbells $40, Ewalls
$60. This gives us the estimated relative strength of the various congregations at that
time. Stoney Creek was a hamlet or village on the creek, one mile north and one mile east
of Rochester. Hubbells Schoolhouse was three miles west of Rochester; Ewell's was east and
south. Clifton was north of Mt. Vernon. In those days people mostly walked, and would not
travel far to service.
In December 1858 a donation party was held for the Berneys at Stoney Creek; about $40
was received in foodstuffs and cash. It was a hard year; Rev. and Mrs. Berney lost a son
in April after long illness. At the end of the year, there was a deficiency in his salary
of over $96.
At the 1859 Annual Conference held in the village of Pontiac, L 7 ewis Mitchell waa.~ sent
to the Stoney Creek Circuit. For the previous year the circuit reported 102 members; 7
baptisms, and two Sunday Schools with S7 scholars and 250 books in the libraries. Rev.
·Mitchell's salary was stated as "$232 Disciplinary Allowance", $68 tor table expenses,
$15 for travelling expenses, $30 for house rent, $15 for fuel, $20 tor horse feed-a total
of $300. We note that Rev. Mitehell(l820-a6) was a native or Ireland, who immigrated to
Canada at the age of 15, and came to Detroit two years later. For some years he was a
sailor mainly on the great lakes, but he also made several ocean voyages. Then he had
been a. house painter. He joined the newly organizing Detroit Annual Conference in 1856,
and-m~-r:ied Permel±a Johnson the same year;- - They ~hac!two sons and four craugn-ters, ana must have had small children here. After only 12 years in the ministry, his health gave
out, and he retired to a farm in Lapeer County.
In the year 1859-60, the First Quarterly Neeting was held in Stoney Creek on Dee. 24,
the second at Mt. Vernon March 17-18, the third at Hubbels School June 16-17, and the
fourth at Stoney Creek on Sept. 10, just before Annual Conference. During the year a committee consisting of Jesse Fangboner, John DeWitt, and James DeWitt, was appointed to
"procure a parsonage," in Stoney Creek. The Committee in June reported that they had purchased a house and lot for the sum of $45 payable in six months. The amount was oversubscribed supposedly. But the money did not come in readily. In March 1861, James DeWitt
was empowered to borrow $25 "to pay on parsonage."
In the fall or 1861, as new minister Alexander Gee came, the Building Committee resolved to repair and enlarge the parsonage. Alexander Gee(l828-96) was born in Ann Arbor
and died in Pontiac. As a boy he attended district school, a middle school in Ypsilanti,
and went to the Wesleyan Seminar,r at Albion a few months, so he was better educated than
most early ministers. He taught school in Michigan and Tennessee, and like the Master he
wrought at Carpentry. This skill was often serviceable to him later in building and
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improving church property.

On his 27th birthday, he married Ann Artley of Canton, and
he also joined the new Detroit Conference in 1S56 on trial. The Gees had three sons and
one daughter.
In December 1S61, a Board of Trustees was appointed, John DeWitt, David DeWitt, James
Henry, George willdns, Jesse Fangboner, Frederick Warren, and Silas Douglass. In 1862 the
parsonage here v-,raa valued at $600. Stoney Creek reported 70 members, 33 probationary members, and the large rnunber of 22 baptisms. The circuit had raised $10 for missions, $2
for the Conference Claimants, and $1.50 for the Tract Society. There were two Sunday
Schools with 90 scholars and 350 volumes in the libraries.
The Stoney Creek circuit preacher in 1865-66 waa James Armstrong. The dia.r;Ylof a
young woman named Hannah Letitia Rodenbaugh, reveals that the Arm strongs had six children
-Ella, Willie, Freddie, Libbie, Pet, and Della-and a hired girl named Hannah. On Jan. 28
1S66 she recorded 1 "Went to Church this morning to listen to a very able discourse on Temperance by Rev. Mr. Annstrong, Methodist Church." On March 2 there was a Donation Party
for the minister. On Narch 4 she recorded,"Went to Church this morning and went home with
the Wood\'lards. They all came down to the Church to sing." The Sunday of the Third Quarterly Meeting, April 8, was an important day for Hannah. "vlent to the quarterly meeting
this morning and this day I have joined the Hethodist Church. I have had a long struggle
but I have conquered at last. God grant I may not stray from the light path."
In late April came a tragedy. For Saturday, April 2S, 1866, Hannah wrote a"We had bad
ne,·:s this morning that the l-1ethodist Parsonage has burned l-r.i.th the Barn, the Pastor's
Horse & Carriage with all of its contents & most of the clothing of the family & considerable of the Furniture. l-1rs. Tillett & I went to-day and tried to find a house for them to
live in but did not .. succeed." Mrs. Tillet lived next door to the parsonage. Of the neit
d~ we read 1 "Rev. Mr. Armstrong, his wife and three children are here. Bro.A. called here
yesterday & I invited him to come~- bring them & stay with us untill he could secure a
house to live in." On Monday Mrs. Armstrong went "to Stoney Creek to see to their things
that were saved from the tire."
On May 3rd the Church held a Social at the Rodenbaugh home for the benefit of their
minister's family. "We have had a Social here to-night for the benefit of our Minister &
there are being Efforts made in different directions for making up his loss to him. His
library which was of great value to him can hardly be made up but I am in hopes the rest
will be or at least nearly so." Five days later Rev. Armstrong was able to rent a house.
On 1-'.lay 9 Hannah wrote,"The Armstrong family moved into the cattage to-day. It is pretty
close quarters for them but they are glad to get almost any place to get their family
together."
On Sunday May 20, our chronicler went to "the Baptist Church service at half past
ten" and to the Methodist Church service in the evening. On June 3 a Sabbath School was
organized in the morning in Rochester. Hannah taught a class of five children; John DeWitt was the superintendent. On June 17 Harmah "went to Sabbath School this morning ••
Went to Church this evening through the rain." On June 24 she went to Camp Meeting wi.th
Dr. and Mrs. Wilcox and found "many people there." The summer Quarterly Meeting came on
July B. Hannah wrote, "Went to Church this morning. It was quarterly meeting occasion.
There wae baptism one child wae christened in the Church. Two were baptized by immersion
•• (two were) sprinkled at the waters edge."
In 1S66 a small church building was purchased in Rochester and here the Sunday School
mentioned by Hannah, was held. One historian has written,"The first Building which housed the
Methodist Congregation was a small wooden structure which had been a school house and ~en
first purcbased by the Methodist Society it stood on a lot now known as 285 Pine St."' The
1S66 conference minutes for the first time recorded a church for Stoney Creek Circuit valued
at ~1,000. The summer Quarterly Meeting on July 7, 1866, voted that "The appointment at
Stoney Creek be droped," and· also "resolved to change the name of the circuit to Rochester
in consequence of the church being there and the most central point and largest membership."
1 We are indebted to Alice Serell for transcribing portions of the diary of her grandmother,
Hannah Rodenbaugh Davis, for the History Committee of St. Paul·~·s Church. Such accounts
help so much in writing history.

