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During conference week we had two
researchers who spent a lot of time working in the archives. One was Jeanne Thomas who was working on the history of the
Utioa Church in preparation for their
sesqui-centennial in 1983. The second was
~<lilliam Barkell of Hancock, \'rho was researching copper country Methodism.
We would celebrate the life and outstanding ministry of Ira w. Cargo(l886-1982)
He was the second oldest member of the Detroit Annual Conference, a conference member for 70 years! Ira was scholarly, an
able minister, helpful pastor, and beloved
by multitudes in our Methodism.
We had an interesting annual meeting of
the Commission on Archives & History and
the Friends, at Adrian on June 1, just
priot to Annual Conference. Our general
theme was 'Women and the Church.' Our
three papers were all a ppreciated; perhaps
Juanita Ferguson's autobiographical account
of "The Struggle for the Right to Preach"
was especially appreciated because of its
personal character.
Rev. Jesse Epps had his 60th anniversary
as a Methodist preach ~ r, recognized in a
special service in the Largo United Methodist Church in Florida, on April 25.
The Archives has just received a copy of
"A Journal Comprising the Life and Labors
of Cyrus Robert Rice". Cyrus Rice was the
father of Dr. Me rton S. Rice; he was a
Methodi s t preache r who served in Kansas in
the early days(l850's). Also an autobiographical sketch of Allen Buckner, fatherin-law of Merton Rice, also a Methodist
minister. Our thanks to Allen B. Rice Sr.
of Sun City, Ariz., and his son Allen Rice
of Lansing. Hhat a family heritage they
have.
The Stephenson Church celebrated its
Centennial July 2-4 with an outstanding
series of events--an unusual historical
- - - - - - (Cont. on p. 2)

September 1982
OUR . FA'LL MEETING
THe fall meeting of the Conference Commission on Archives & History will be held
in the Jefferson Avenue Church, Saginaw, on
Thursday, October 28. Memhers of local
church History Committees and all interested
persons are invited to come and participate .
Coffee Hour at 9:30 a.m. The meeting starts
at 10 a.m. There will be an historical exlitt.'tiit.
An interesting program is being planned.
The tentative schedule is as follows:
9t30 a.m.--Coffee Hour
10:00 a.m.--Devotions led by Rev.Asa Compt¢n.
10:20 a.m.--Paper,"The Rise of the Lumbering
Industry in the Saginaw Valley."
lls 25 a.m.--Lecture and Slide Presenta.tion,
"The History of the Jefferson Avenue
Church" by Lloyd Cartwright.
12:30 p.m.
Luncheon at the Church
1:30 p.m. -- Tour of the Church
lt50 p.m. -- Business and Announcements
2t20 p.m.-Paper,"The History of The Madi-son Avenue Church, Bccy City"
by Bob Witkovsky.
3:20 p.m.--Closing Session
3:45 p.m. -- Adjournment.
The cost of the luncheon will be $4.00.
Reservations are greatly desired. Contact
Rev. Asa Compton, Jefferson Ave~ United
Methodist Church, 310 S. Jefferson Ave.,
Saginaw, MI 48607.
" ·
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THE JURISDICTION COMMISSION
Our Conference was -vrell represented at
the North" Central Jurisdiction Commission
on Archives & History annual meeting in
Springfield, Illinois, July 6-8. Our delegation included Rev. Bruce Brown, Rev. &
Mrs. Ronald A. Brunger, Rev. David Jor!an,
Rev. Cece]ia Jordan, Rev. & Mrs. Allan Gray,
and Mr. & Mrs. Frank Crissman of Troy.
Interesting papers were presented at
this meeting on these subjects:
11 Use of the Computer for Archives •• ",
"The Life of Robert Lincoln",
"The Lincoln and Cartwright Connection", &
"The Church and Genealogical Research."
A fascinating Historical tbur took us
to Lincoln's Tomb, the reconstructed log
village of New Salem where Lincoln lived as
a youth; the e raves of Peter Cartwrieht and
his wife where we held a brief service;
Pleasant Plains Churoh(Cart~~ight' s home
Church now a national Metpodist shrine))
- - - - - - - ~Co nt. on P• 2
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display, an ice cream social, a hymn sing
and historical address, a Tea for the
former pastors and spouses, the Historical Banquet, a speoial Men's Club breakfast, a triumphant centennial churoh service, a church picnic, and a closing communion service. Outstanding planning
had been done; a fine centennial histor.y
was published. Many returned for the
Centennial; it was indeed an inspiri~fnt!

..,..

JURISDICTION COMMISSION (Con.)
and its museum; Lincoln's home in Springfield; a tour of the state Archives or
state museum.
We experienced an outstanding dramatic
production, "The Backwoods Preacher~' on the
career of Peter Cartwright, famous circuit
rider in early Illinois, accompanied by
pioneer music. This would be a fitting program for our 1984 Annual Conference in connection with the Bicentennial!
THE

ISAAC
F.
COLLINS
MISSIONARY IN THE SOUTHWEST
REV •
In the Wayne Church History which follows, we mention that Isaac F. Collins was the
minister of the Dearbornville Circuit in 1850-51. Perhaps no reader would recognize that
Isaac was the brother of the famous Judson Collins, first Methodist missionary to China,
and that Isaac himself was a missionary to the Indians in the southwest(as it was then
called) in the region of Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Kansas.
Isaac was born in Walcot, Wayne County, N.Y., Aug. 24, 1819, the fifth son of Alpheus
and Betsy Collins. He was converted at a prayer meeting March 7, 1838. He soon felt
called to preach. In the fall of 1841 he was appointed by the Arkansas Conference to
teach and preach among the Cherokee Indians. In 1844 he was set off with the Indian Mission Conference and appointed to Me-shu-la-tub-bee Mission. He returned to Michigan to
serve on frontier circuits from 1846 to 1853. Then he went back to work among the Cherokees. He suddenly died April 26, 1862 at Oskaloosa, Kansas. Isaac was an exemplary
Christian and leader in the Conference. His memoir writer anxiously asked, "l<lho ~fill fill
the place?" At a later time, we hope to write about the oustanding contribution of the
Collins family which had four sons in the ministry.
YEARS
OLD!
150
by Ronald A. Brunger.
Our Wayne Churoh is 150 years old this year. As we noted in the May Messenger,
they have been .celebrating their Sesqui-Centennial .with a notable series of events
through 1982. Events still forthcoming include a Church Anniversary Banquet on Sept. 18
at 6 p.m., and an Anniversary Organ Concert on Sept. 19 at 7 p.m., pre~ented by Dr. Curtis J. Mathison, organist. The yea.r's celebration will come to a finale \'rith a New Year's
Eve Party and Watch Night Service on Deoernber 31.
THE

WAYNE

CHURCH

And now let's look a bit at the early history of the W~e United Methodist Church.
In 1824 settlers pushing west from Detroit and Monroe, went over the s~~mpy flatlands of
Wayne and Monroe Counties, to begin the settlements of Ann Arbor, Dexter, Dixboro, and
Tecumseh, on higher land. The previous year Ypsilanti(then called Woodruff's Grove) was
begun. But occasionally a settler would not go so far west. Some were settling in Nankin Township. Marcus Swift in 1825 settled on the middle branch of the Rouge River, on
the north edge of what is Garden City today. Swift was a local Methodist preacher. The
first settler in Wayne, in the southwestern corner of Nankin Township, was George M.
Jorffison, who came in 1824 and built a log house there.
Elias Pattee was the Methodist circuit rider on the Detroit Circuit of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in 1823-24. In 1824 he extended his circuit west to Woodruff's
Grove. Pattee preached the first sermon in the Wayne area, in a home in Nankin Township
from the text, "Luke 12132--"Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom." Elias Pattee was notably a backwoods prea,cher, who had preached in Canada West(Ontario), New York, Ohio, and Michigan. He had six wives. No, he
was not a bigamist. He suffered much hardship and tragedy in his life, and lost five
wives successively in death. He had little education, his grammar was uncouth, but
many frontiersmen reckoned him to be a powerful preaoher.
(Continued on page 3)
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Elias Pattee was succeeded by Marcus Swift, according to local church historians.
Swift was a local preacher was willing to be active in the cause; he was able to be on
hand for funeral services. He was one of perhaps a half dozen looal preachers who made
a great contribution to early Methodism in Michigan. ln 1833 he was admitted into the
Ohio Annual Conference on trial, and for several years served circuits in the area.
In the late 1820's, undoubtedly the circuit riders on the Detroit Circuit which
covered Wayne County outside of Detroit, pre~ch~d from time ~o time in Nankin Township.
It was the practice of early Methodist preachers to endeavo~ . to cover all the settlements
of any size in the terri tory of their circuit's. ';In 1830 Naukin Township was included in
the new Ann Arbor Circuit, which ran from Dearbornville! on 1the east, westward within a
few miles of the territorial road, to Jackson. Henry Colol~zer and Elijah H. Pilcher,
aged 21 and 20 respectively, were the youthful and zealous circuit riders.
CHURCH

In 1831 the Ypsilanti Circuit was established with Alvan Billings and Benjamin Allen
the circuit preachers, and Nankin Township was in its territory. This was a strong and
growing circuit; settlers were coming in rapidly at that time; at the end of the year
the preachers reported 424 members. -The fo-llowing year Billings and Arthur B. Elliott
were the preachers; the circuit membership soared to 486.
Sometime during the last half of 1832(the exact date is not given), the first Methodist Class in W~e wa~ organized in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kilborn. There were
six memberss Mr. & Mrs. Henry S. Kilborn, Mr. & Mrs. William Gilbert, Mrs. Mary Kreider,
and Miss Fannie Burt. Fannie Burt, who later married Capt. Curtis, and had a long membership in W~e, joined by church letter which read as followss
"To All whom it m~ Concern--Greeting
This is to certify that the bearer, Fanny Burt, is
a regular member of the church At Royalton, Niagara county,
New York, and her life since she made a profession of
religion has been an ornament to the church, and she is
dear to all its adults. As she is about to remove from us,
we commend her to the fellowship of the saints abroad,
as one of the faithful in Christ Jesus.
Royalton, Niagara Co., New York, 8th day of July
1832.
Joseph Badger, Pastor."
In that same year 1832, Miss Cornelia Hawley taught the first school in Wayne, in a room
adjoining the blacksmith's shop. We wonder if the noises of the shop were always conducive to learnjng. The Methodist services in those years were held in log cabins, in
school houses, or even barns. The letter reveals that the organization of the Wayne
Methodist Class took place in the latter part_gf the year. Was Alvan Billings the organizing pastor? We are not told which pastor was present.
In 1833-34, Marcus Swift and Richard Lawrenoe were the circuit preachers on the
Ypsilanti Circuit, the membership soared that year to 645l In 1834 William H. Brockway
was appointed to the Ypsilanti Circuit. Evidently there was a post-conference shift, and
Brockway landed on the Mt. Clemens Circuit, as the family records state. The Wayne historians record that John Sayre was the minister that year. The Journal of James Gilruth,
presiding elder of the Detroit District 1832-36, confirms this. The second quarterly
meeting was held at 'the Areenal' or Dearbornvilie Jan. 10-11, and evidently Jehn ~
and a brother Church were the circuit preachers.
!he quarterly meeting was a weekend
affair featuring evangelistic services; bringing people from the scattered societies and
preaching points ofthe circuit, together. On Sunday morning Gilruth preached and administered Holy Communion to the members,"A respectable No of communi~ants". Sunday evening
Brother Doolittle preached; Sayre exhorted after him, and then they held a prayer meeting
until past 9 O'clock. On solicit~tio n , the presiding elder that night stayed with Putnam
the innkeeper who lived nearby, and whose wife han found peace in the weekend services.
Gilruth wrote,"! consented & spent the evening till past 11 discoursing & exhorting them
on the things of God."
(Continued on page 4)
1 William Warren Sweet:(Religion ~~American Prontier, 1783-1840, Vol. IV The
Methodists Chicagos U. of Chicago Press, 1946), p. 418.
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The third quarterly meeting that year was held at Ypsilanti on March 21-22, 1835,
in the "New Meeting House", or church. Gilruth dedicated it with a sermon from Matt. 7:7.
The fourth quarterly meeting was held again at Dearbornville, and again Sayre was present.
Gilruth tells of setting out for his home in Ann Arbor, from Dearbornville in January
"accompanied by Br( other) Sayre-on our way he showed me a lot of land l.rhich he has purchased with a view to make him a farm. It is poor land such as I should not fancy for
myself. we dined at a Br Sheldons."
The Ypsilanti oirouit preacher in 1835-36 was Arthur B. Elliott. In 1836-37, William H. Brockway and Charles Babcock were appointed to the Ypsilanti and Huron Mission.
For 1837-38, William Brockway was returned but this year the circuit was 'Dearbornville
& Huron Mission•, and Ypsilanti was a separate appointment. William Herr was now Presiding Elder of the Detroit District. The first quarterly meeting held in Wayne, was
held that fall of 1837 in Streit and Kreider's barn, conducted by Rev. Herr.
In 1838 the Dearbornville Circuit was established, and placed on the Maumee District
with John Janes Presiding Elder. Robert Triggs and Wellington H. Collins were the circuit riders. The memoir of w. H. Collins reveals that Dearbornville Circuit included
WaYne, Trenton, and Flat Rock, a large area. Wellington Collins incidentally was the
oldest brother of Judson Collins, our first missionary to go to China in 1847. In 1839
Dearbornville Circuit reported 343 members. It also reported two meeting houses(churches)
and two Sunday Schools with 96 scholars and 237 books in the libraries. In 1839-40 the
preachers were Charles Babcock and Jonathan Blanchard.
In 1840 Dearbornville Circuit was placed on the Monroe District with ElijahCrane
presiding elder. There continues to be some discrepancy between the local or Farmer
list of pastors,and the official conference appointments. Occasi0nally post-conference
changes were made. Let us give the conference appointments for some years, which should
be correct, or nearly so.
Dearbornville Circuit
1840-41 -- Adam Minnis -- 331 members reported at the end of the ye ar.
1841-42
John Gray and William Taylor Jr. -- 487 ·
1842-43
John Gray and Alanson Fleming -- 457
1843-44
Alanson Fleming and Calvin Bruce -- 436
1844-45
Gideon J. Shirtliff and Henry Penfield-- 496
1845-46
Jonathan Blanchard and w. H. Ha~es -- 480
1846-47
Daniel Bush and William Benson -- 342
1847-48
Daniel Bush & Francis Glass -- 335
1848-49
Isaac c. Abbott and Benjamin F. Pritchard
1849-50
William Mothersill and Robert Bird
1850-51 -- Isaac F. Collins, one to be supplied. Now on Detroit District.
1851-53 -- Samuel Bessey
1853-5S -- Ebenezer Steele and Charles w. Seaman.
In 1843 llearbornville Circuit reported 8 Sunday Schools with 305 scholars, and
880 library booksl This was evidently a large and strong circuit, cultivated by two
zealous circuit riders, and manned by devoted lay people. In 1849 the Circuit reported
319 members and 4 meeting houses, or church edifices. There were 9 Sunday Schools that
year with 100 teachers &· officers, 478 scholars, and a surprising total of 1,801 books
in the libraries1 Town libraries were then non-existent; the Methodists made a great
cultural contribution to their communities, in their.emphasis on church libraries, whose
books were circulated. Both Abbott and Pritch<1.rd that year received their full salaries,
S200 each, indicating that they were married, but perhaps had no children.
Strong as this Circuit was, the preachers did not always receive their full salaries. In 1846 Jonathan Blanchard had received only $116 of his $200 claim; William Hayes
had received Sl25.36of his $216 claim. Hayes evidently grew discouraged and the next
ye.-3-r he located, i.e. he withdrew from the ministry. Often ministers in those days,
(Continued bottom of page 7)
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b.1 Cornelius T. Wheaton

(Young Cornelius Wheaton at the age of 21, with his college education not completed,
was appointed as the Methodist pastor at Gwinn, a small two-point circuit in Michigan's
Upper Peninsula, in February 1926. He published a short and fascinating acoouat of
his experiences in the Epworth Herald(youth paper) for August 31, 1929. We printed
the beginning of this aooount in the-., Messenger, and conclude it here.)
" ••• The young people in the church were not organized, and found most of their social
activities through the school and club house. Gwinn's Club House was the best thing
of its nature that I have ever seen. One ohronio grumbler paid it its highest compliment when she said,"That olub hoae is just as bad an influence as a Y.M.C.A.u
However, I didn't intend to let the olub house monopolize the field, and eo sent
for an Epworth League organization package. We organized a League chapter, and for a
short time ever,tthing was encouraging, but before long interest began to die out •• Our
League had its first party on a night early in April. From eight to ten o'clock everyone seemed to be having a fine time, but shortly thereafter, the enthusiasm of the
crowd began to wane. At half-past ten we adjourned. The DBKt ~ one or two irate
mothers expressed their opinion of a preacher who would let a church party continue
after ten o'clock.
As soon as the roads were open in the spring, I took charge of the church at
McFarland. McFarland wae a small community of some twenty-five or thirty homes, located
on the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad, about forty miles south of Ishpeming. The
people were largely of German descent. These folks were the most hospitable of any
group I have ever met, though nearly everywhere the door is open to the preacher, and
generally the welcome is a warm one. None of the folks here were very rich, and in
most of the homes were real signs of poverty.
The young folks here had few of the advantages, such as most of us take for granted
these days. They were forty miles from the nearest town, and seldom went that far. One
very attractive girl told of the only trip that she had ever ma~e to Marquette, with the
same thrill that a trip to Europe would give the average Epwortbian. Their only amusement was the Saturday night dance, when an orohest~& company from Ishpeming or Marquette
would rent the McFarland town hall and bring in from seventy-five to a hundred couples
from the neighboring towns. Most of these visitors we:re f&Jr enougllt, fl!Om home so that
they didn't fear being a little indiscreet, and with a little whis~ and moonshine to
enliven their spirits, the party often became rather wild. The local young people,
starving for social lite, insisted on going to these dances, in spite of their mothers'
protests.
Soon, however, we had the looal group organized, and for four months we met very
frequectly for a social evening together. As the church wasn't large enough, we, too,
held our social gatherings in the town hall. The first night that we met, I was much
surprised and delighted to find not only the young folks, but one grandmother, most of
the mothers, and one or two fathers in the crowd. When we started to play drop-thehandkerchief, even the grandmother joined in the circle. She wa.s pretty popular, and
consequentl7 had to run frequently. Before long, however, she decided she was too shortwinded to continue, and volunteered to hold the baby, her great-grandson, while his
mother played. About ten o'clock, though everyone was still having a good time, I
looked around to see if anyone was noticing the clock. They weren't and I decided that
mothers were better judges of bedtime than I, so didn't mention it. About one o'clock,
Friend Grandmother announced that it was time to go home. Immediately, mothers, fathers,
sons, daughters, grandsons, granddaughters, and even great-grandchildren (there were
forty of us), acquiesced, like obedient children, and went for our wraps.
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McFarland was just fifteen miles from Gwinn, but by train, it took two da.ys to
make the round trip, so, since I had no car of my own, I usually traveled by that
method which college students oall "bumming." In other words, I started out on foot
and walked until some tourist was kind enough to offer me a ride. Then I rode as far
as he was going in the direction of my destination, got out, and walked on until someone else picked me up. The road between Gwinn and McFarland ,,ras in excellent condition ,
and traffic over it was usually quite heavy for that section of the state, so it was
seldom that I had to walk any great distance in making that journey. When I took charge
of the church at Trenary, however, I faced a different problem.
One Thursday morning, about the last of May, I received a request fro m Dr. George
Olmstead , my district superintendent, to assist in a special Epworth League service at
Trenary that very evening. Trenary was twenty-eight miles away, and the service was
scheduled to begin at eight o'clock. I had promised to baptize a baby in the afternoon
at two, but the service was a little delayed waiting for relatives to arr~ve, and there
were refreshments to partake of afterward, so that the best I could do was to get started by four o'clock. I had never been over that particula.r road before, but nevertheless
I had high hopes of reaching Trenary on time.
I had gone about half a mile when I was offered my first ride . Three miles furt her
on the car turned in the wrong direction, and I had to get out and tramp again. The
road from here on was sandy and seldom traveled, so I kept on walking, mile after mile,
without even seeing a car to arouse my hopes. The first few miles, I occasioally passed
farm houses, but the furthe r I went, the less frequent they became. The scenery changed
from farms to pine plains, and from pine plains to swamp forest, with signs of human
habitation becoming fewer and fewer. As evening drew near an occasional rabbit scampered across the road. Once I saw a woodchuck.
About seven o'clook I stopped at a little four corners grooery and bought some
cracker s, cheese, and cookies. As I started on down the road, a marker informed me that
it was still fourteen miles to Trenery. Just at dusk, I surprised two deer grazing in
a field with several cowso B,y eight o'clock I was within ten miles of Trenary, but it
was so dark then that I felt sure no one would offer me a ride any further would be a
w~ste of time, for the congregation would surely be gone by the time I arrived.
Instead,
I left the road and went back into the woods about a quarteT of a mi le, built a fire
under an aged oak t r ee, sat do,fll, and ate my lunch. After eating~ I hunted up a oouple
of heavy knotty chunks of wood, threw them on the fire, and s prawled out beside it to
sleep.
I had just begun to doze when I felt something cold and slippery ora~·ding under my
neck. Thinking only of a snake, I raised myself up to investigate. To my disgus t, I
found only a toad. After tossing the toad to a distance that would discourage his return, I lay down again, and was soon asleep.
About one o'clock I woke up with a start. Away off in the distance, I could hear
a pack of wolves, presumably chasing a deer, but they were too far away to have awakened
me. My fire had gone out, and the moon was full . I looked about but oould discern
nothing in the flickering ehadows of the trees, and had about decided that that poor
little toad had upset my nerves, when suddenly from a point not more than six hundred
feet away, there came the most frightful outburst of felin e noises I had ever heard.
Two Cane.dian lynx, like our own Tom and Tabby, had been "spooning" in the soft June
moonlight. The love-making had evid~ntly turned to arguing, a nd the argument had become quite heated. After two or three more outbursts of temper, they suddenly started
off at greRt speed. For several minutes, I could hear them crashing . through the underbrush, but finally the sounds died out in · the distance , and I resumed my slumber.
At daybreak I got up, feeling as stiff and sore as an old man with rheumatism,
shook myself like a pup that has lain all night in the rain, put out my fire, and headed
back for home. I had eighteen miles to go for breakfast, and already felt as hungry as
the proverbial bear . Just as I reached a clearing near the road, I stepped on a stiok
that cracked .-Ti th my weight . From th e far side of the road, three deer, a buok and two
does, startled by the sound; looked up with ears and nostrils alert. For a full :minute
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they watched me without moving a muscle, then silently, gracefully, and swiftly they
bounded out of sight among the trees. A moment later I oaught sight of a doe and fawn
grazing in the distance. I watched them for a few moments and then moved on again.
About half-past five I came upon a pair of porcupines out foraging for their breakfast.
About six a farmer drove up, and offered me a ride into Gwinn. At seven o'clock
I was home. Mrs. Hooking's meals had always tasted mighty fine, but the one she set
before me that morning seemed perfect. After breakfast, not b~ing sure what would happen to me for my failure of the evening before, I proce~ded to send the district superintendent my apologies.
''
'
About two weeks later, Dr. Olmstead was given a l~st..:.minute invitation to prea.oh
the baccalaureate sermon for the high sohool gradua~es at Gwipn. He was scheduled to
speak at Gladstone at the same hour, and asked me to take his place there while he came
to Gwinn. I wasn't in the h•bit of representing the district suoerintendent, or of
speaking before congregations suoh as there ~as at Gladstone, but then Dr. Olmstead
knew my limitations, and so, in spite of some fe~r as to what they might think of the
kit that had been sent to them, I went.
After the service, I was called aside by a man whom I didn't know, but who introduced himself to me as Empson. After a comment or two on the service, he said: "Sbmeone was telling me that you are in need of a car. I have an old Ford touring car that
isn't new by any means, but you are welcome to it if you can use it." That gift, coming as it did from a man that I had aever met before, seemed to me like a gift direct
from the Lord. Brother Y.mpson never knew quite how much I appreciated that car or how
much more efficient service it enabled me to render.
It was in September that I returned to Albion College, and was appointed to Butler,
a twq-point circuit located about twenty miles south of the school. That year was
devoid of some of the unusual features of life in the upper peninsula, but still it
was more than full. Each of the communities I served stand out in my mind as being
distinctly different from any other community I have ever known.
In September, 1927, I was appointed pastor of the Northport Methodist Church and
the Northport Indian Mission. These churches are only three miles apart, and ju~t
twenty-eight miles north of Traverse City. Northport, too, has a community personality
very distinctly its own, but the unique features here lie in the Indian work, particularly in their summer oamp meeting, of which I had charge this past year. Through it
all, God is continually revealing his power to save the lost and bless the consecrated
soul."
THB
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had to withdraw, or locate for a term, in order to support their families! In 1848
Daniel Bush received $120 of his $232 salary claim; Francis Glass received S55 of his
$100 claim. In 1850 William Mothersill received !155 of his S248 claim; Robert Bird
received $125 sal~ry instead of the $200 to which he was entitled. Dearbornville in
1848 reported 30 conversions. In 1851 the circuit reported 55 Sunday School Advocates
taken. These Advocates were a considerable paper; the figure suggests that many of
these early Methodists were reading, following the exhortations of John Wesley.
In the 1840's, Methodist services in Wayne were held in the school house at the
northwest corner of Main and Washington Streets. About the year 1850 there was a union
effort in Wayne amog the Protestants, and a church building was erected. The Methodists
soon found that they were not entirely happy. They could not schedule services just when
they would like. They were looking forward to the time when they could have a building
of their own.
(Concluded on page 8)
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Wayne became a conference appointment for the first time in 18551 Curtis Mosher
was the mi nister. At the end of the year, Wayne reported 110 members and 30 probationers. Wayne reported two local preachers, and had raised $12 for Sunday School expenses,
$14.21 for missions, and $30.50 for the Conference Missionary Society. There were 40
Sunday School Advocates taken. Ministerial support now was expected to be l a rger than
~ormerly.
Rev. Mosher received $168.73 of his $272 salary claimJ he received $180 , ·bfs
full claim for table expense s(doubtless much of this given in homegrown produoe) and he
h a d received $38.03 on his claim of $4 ~ for house rent, as 1-layne had no parsont'l.ge . l<layne
was still a small oircuit with two Sunday Schools, and two churches valued at $1500.
Where were these church buildings? We will guess they were at Perrinsville(8 miles northeast where a church was built at an early date) and at Inkster(?). The local historian
notes that in the 1860's the minister had an outappointment at Inkster. And Perrinsville
(the forerunner of the Garden City Church) was the out-appointment for Wayne for ~
years, until 1923.
Curtis Mosher(l815-84), the first minister appointed to Wayne, was an outstanding
evangelist. He was converted in a very memora ble revival at Pokagon in 1840. He immediately ~rent to the neighboring hotel and induced several peo ple to attend the revival
services. In three \'leeks he was appointed a class leader, and soon was made an exhorter .
In 1857 he was appointed to East Saginaw. There was a small brown wooden church in this
new and raw lumbering village. Mosher found that no se r vices ha d been held in the church
for some time and that there was no congregation.
The Congregational pastor kindly invited him to prea ch in his pulpit on his first
Sun ~ ay evening.
He appointed a service at the river dock t he next Sunday. The following Sunday he preached in the church from the theme, "To live is Christ, d.o die i s gain. "
He preached and worked vigorously; a revival followod and the church became too s mall
to hold all the people. About 100 were converted. At the end of his life the Annual
Conference was meeting in the Jefferson Street M.E. Church of Eas t SaginC~.'-'r (the church
wh ich Mosher had saved) and Mosher sent his final greeting to the brethren,"! am clinging to the cross."
In 1858 the Hayne Society bought t\-rO lots still occupied by the Church, for $600.
Cla rk Horner, Peter Doolittle(evidently a loc8.1 preacher, see page 3),and John F. Hammon were the trustees. In 1862 the Hayne Methodists finally built their fir~.t church
during the pastora te of Benjamin F. Hedger, who s erved here from 1861 to 1863. This wa s
a red brick structure, and built despite the Civil War. The Methodists were building
~ imilar i mproved brick churches during the war at Tecumseh, Adrian, and other places.
The Hayne Church was dedicated in January 1863 with the Rev. Hatfield of Net-T York City
off iciating. A youth present that day noted in her diary t hatthe loos e collection that
day amounted to $44.50. When the Methodists happily moved into their church, the union
church building passed into the hands of the Congregationalists.
Rev. Benjamin Hedger{l811-88) was a native of New Jersey who came to Michigan in
1846, served as a local preacher, and joined the Conference in 1855. It was said that
he \-;as practical and personal, and deeply spiri tua.l; his preaching was cocvincing and
powerful. Suffering poor health, he supernumerated and moved to Dakota Territory in
1883. The spiritual destitution there thrust him back into the work, until his health
broke. Lieutenant Governor Fletcher of Dakota paid him a strong tribute. "Everybody
loved him. They believed in his sincerity. The experienced his kindliness. He was
affectionate at home. He was genial abroad." The writer of his memoir concluded with
the '1-rords, "Servant of God, well done."
In 1863 the Wayne Circuit proudly reported three Ohurches valued a~ $5,000, and
one parso nage worth $600. The circuit listed 232 members, and 4 Sunday Schools with
350 scholars and 1,175 books in the libraries. Methodism wa s now well established
in Fayne.

