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---------------------------------------HERE AND THERE

Your archivist is available to do
some speaking to church groups on historical themes . Possible topics are
"Those Indispensable.. Ladies," "'Women Who_
Dared to Do," "Missionaries who Traveled
by Canoe and Snowshoe," "The Rise of
Method ism in Michigan," "Methodist
Shrines," "It's All in the Archives."

Secretary Sharon Scott reported on
June 2 that our paid-up membership stood
at 113, a loss of seven over the year.
We had 140 names on our list; two are
institutions that receive the Messenger
free, and 25 former members were not
paid up. We hope our lapsed members and
many of our readers will wish to help.
The regular membership is still only $3
a year. Send memberships and gifts to
Sharon Scott, 114 E. Michigan Avenue,
Clinton , Michigan 49236.
OUR FALL _H EETING OC_T_9BER
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The Commission on Archives & History
and The Friends of the Archi v es will
hold our fall meeting at Elkton , on
Thursday, Oct. 22. This is our first
meeting in the upper Thumb area. We
Susan M. Eltscher of Rochester, New
invite all who are interested in
York has been named director of Women's
Methodist heritage, and especially the
and Ethnic History of the General
ministers and members of the area. Come
Commission on Archives and History.
for coffee and fellowship at 9:30 a.m.
"Women's
History /Everybody's
We will hear a historical paper on
History" workshop will be held at the
the port centers of Huron County and a
Anna Howard Shaw Center, Boston
second paper by Rev. Al Hartoog on early
University School of Theology, Nov. t1f
Methodism in the interior of Huron
The year 1988 will mark the 250
County. In the afternoon session Rev.
anniversary of John Wesley's Aldersgate
Lorenz Stahl will give the story of his
experience, which resulted in the rise
life and ministry. His is a unique caof the Methodist movement.
reer, unequalled in Michigan Methodism.
Our Jurisdiction Commission on
He joined the Jugoslavia Mission in
Archives & History met at Simpson
1927, sixty years ago! From 1942 to
College, Indianola, Iowa, July 6-9. In
1946 he was a member of the South German
a ttendance were Rev. and Mrs. Ronald
Conference, and next a member of the
Brunger, Rev. and Mrs. Allan Gray, and
Austria Mission Conference (1946-53).
Mr. and ~ rs. "7r·ank Crisman-. - Frank is -He came--to--our- @onference in 1:-9-53 . -w-e-~
the Secretary. This was a stimulating
will be privileged to hear his unusual
and interesting experience.
story at Elkton.
Send reservations for the meeting to
Rev. James Kummer, 134 s. Main St .. ,
Rev. Herbert Brubaker graduated from
Elkton, MI 48731. (517-375-4185)
Albion College in 1933. This year he
watched the tenth member of his family
Dorothy Reuter published an excelgraduate from "Old Albion."
lent
booklet, "Methodist Mission to
The Jesse Lee Prize for manuscripts
Indians of Michigan" in 1985. Copies
i n American Methodist history will be
are available at $2 each. For five or
awarded by the General Commission in
more
the cost is $1 each, plus UPS
1989.
Deadline for manuscripts is
cost.
Order from Mrs. Floyd Reuter, 838
October 1, 1988.
N.
Charlesworth,
Dearborn Heights, MI
The General Commission is working on
48127.
Mrs.
Reuter
is currently working
a United Methodist Union List of all
on
an
expanded
history
of Methodist
Methodist ministers through the years.
Indian
Missions
in
Michigan.
This is a
They have received 100,000 cards. Our
s
u
b
j
ect
on
which
little
has
been
Conference h a s not helped so ~ar. We
written.
W
e
a
re
glad
for
knowledge
of
need money for the secretarial help this
this
neglected
facet
of
our
history
.
proj ect will require.
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EARLY CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE REPORTS IN 1837
[Editor's Note: The Saginaw Valley harbored originally a large Indian population. Accessible by water from Lake Huron and Saginaw Bay, Saginaw was regarded
by the early whites as a place of importance. The Methodists appointed a
preacher here in 1832-33, gave it up for two years, and in 1835 sent William H.
Brockway. The country was flat and swampy for miles to the south; Saginaw was
very isolated. The people were poor, living mostly in shanties and Brockway
found it difficult to obtain shelter and food for himself and his horse. He persevered and includr:rl Flint and a few other settlements which he could reach in a
four week's circuit. In September, 1838, Oscar North was appointed to Saginaw
Mission. On January 14-15, 1837, the second Quarterly Meeting was scheduled
down at Flint River; Presiding Elder William Herr was sick and unable to go and
preside. He sent Luther Day Whitney, senior preacher on the Farmington Circuit,
to preside in his place. The following report was sent by Herr from Northville,
January 23, 1837, which appeared in the Advocate and Journal on March 10.]
"SAGANAW MISSION, DETROIT DISTRICT, MICHIGAN CON.
Dear Brother.--The second quarterly meeting for Saganaw mission was held at Flint
River, the 14th and 15th January. From brother Whitney, to whom I feel greatly
indebted for the supply of my place--having been prevented getting there on account
of personal affliction--! learn that the meeting was favorable.
The mission, during the past quarter was blessed with some degree of prosperity--several classes having been formed, and the prospect for the future is quite
flattering. The increase for the past quarter is rising of twenty; but whether this
increase is the result of conversions, or by letter, I am unprepared to say. At all
events, facts warrant the belief that God is determined to have a people in that
remote region; and admitting that the increase referred to above was by letter, it
is matter of joy that religious principle, in its controlling power, is not confined
to any one part of the earth, but may and does exhibit itself wherever the true
follower of Christ is found. This is as it should be. It is melancholy, however,
to behold some professors of religion so much swayed by circumstances--and it is
sometimes our unhappy lot to find in this "far west," here and there some who have
forgotten their vows, and apparently have left their religion behind them; as though
the grace of God could not vegetate and exist, sav e in an eastern soil and an
eastern clime. May the Lord have mercy on such, and reclaim them by his power!
Brother Whitney informs me that the late meeting at Flint River a very promising
temperance society was formed --the first organized in that place. Forty-six
signatures were obtained in an entire "tee-total" pledge. Success to this and every
other moral enterprise! May God push forward the victories of temperance and the
cross to earth's remotest bounds! Amen!
Yours, in Christ,
W. Herr.
Northville, Jan. 23."

THE WESLEY FOmDATION AT THE U. OF M. CELEBRATES ITS CENTENNIAL
BUT ILLINOIS CLAIMS THAT IT WAS FIRST
The First Methodist Episcopal Church in Ann Arbor showed its interest in the
university students as early as 1882, when its Quarterly Conference presented a
petition to the Conference Committee on Education. The petition urged the founding
of a boarding hall for young Methodist men and women, in Ann Arbor. The conference
appointed a committee, but the project did not come to fruition.
But already this church's interest in the students was evident in its popular
Sunday School class for students, taught by Dr. Benjamin F. Cocker. Cocker was a
professor of philosophy at the university, but he had been the pastor of the Ann
Arbor Church twice in the 1860's. He had an interesting background as a native of
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England, with some years spent in Australia on the island of Tasmania, when the
country was new. Dr. Cocker was a brilliant man, the author of several scholarly
boc'cs, and he had charisma. A university historian writing in 1885 stated: "He was
a teacher who received, to an unusual degree, the confidence and affection, as well
as the admiration of his students •••• More than is possible with most men, he
impressed upon the student a confidence in his personal friendship."
In those years each graduating class was asked to name its favorite professor.
Dr. Cocker was often given the honor. When Cocker died in April, 1883, "a great
army of students by whom h F was beloved, marched in the procession to the
cemetery." After his death a student group was organized by university faculty, in
his memory, called the Cocker League. This was open to both high school and
university students. But within three years, as new students came on the scene who
had not known Cocker, the name was no longer meaningful.
In 1886 the church, reflecting a renewed interest in the students, organized the
Wesleyan Guild. Pastor William W. Ramsey was its first leader. That year the
University had 1400 students, and 266 were members of the M.E. Church, the largest
denominational group. On June 28, 1887, the Wesleyan Guild was incorporated under
---Michigan law with a boa-rd of nine- trustees- and an execut:ive council. ""Tne Guild was
allowerl to own real estate up to the amount of $100,000 (which was far more money
then, than now).
Henry Wade Rogers, the eminent dean of the law school and an active Methodist,
was first head of the board. Henry s. Carhart, professor of physics, was the
vice-president. Of the 25 members of the advisory council, 21 were elected by the
trustees, and two by each of the Michigan annual conferences. The council included
ministers from Detroit, Port Huron, Buffalo, Omaha, and Ann Arbor, and distinguished
laymen including J.L. Hudson of Detroit, and Henry w. Loud of Oscoda, who later
established the Loud Lectureship fund.
Professor Alexander Winchell, in his pamphlet about the Wesleyan Guild, in 1890
includerl a letter from Arthur Edwards, Advocate editor in Chicago. "From the first
it has seemerl to me that our Methodist boys at Ann Arbor should be carerl for through
means like the Guild. When we send our eager, ambitious, impressible boys into such
a seething scene of activity as at Ann Arbor, it is yet possible to retain them for
the Church." Women students had only been allowerl for some twenty years; the erlitor
obviously thought of the University as a men's school.
The charter of the Wesleyan Guild stated: "The object for which this
corporation is established is to make provision for the denominational care of such
students at the University of Michigan as are related to the Methodist Episcopal
Church. Dr. Winchell had written that this care could be providErl by "such means of
instruction, amusement, and social enjoyment as may be deemed appropriate." An
impressive series of lectur_e beg~aiLiiL.l888 Junius Beal, ..trustees! treasur-er and- an
anonymous donor, providErl $1800 for a three-year course of six lectures per year.
Lecturers came from as far away as Boston, Philadelphia, and Denver, and spoke on a
variety of topics, such as "Doubt," "Meaning of the Manly Nature," and "Man in the
Light of Science and Revelation."
In 1895, a university Y.M.C.A. was foundErl in nearby Sackett and McMillan Hall,
which later became the "Horne" of the Wesleyan Guild. That year Rev. James Buckley,
of the New York Advocate, stated that the Ann Arbor Church was the most important
Church in Methodism, partly because of the student work there. A student was
employed as a part-time secretary of the Guild the next year, and paid $300.
On January 9, 1897, Henry Martin Loud left the sum of $15,000 to establish a
lecture fund to be administered by the Wesleyan Guild. The funds were to be used
for lectures on "The Evidences, the History, the Development, and the Reasonableness
of the Christian Religion." Loud had been a Methodist minister, but left the
ministry because of failing health. He went on to make money in northern Michigan
lumbering.
Through the eminent 25 year pastorate of Dr. Arthur W. Walker, 1905-1930, the
Wesleyan Guild grew steadily. Attendance and interest were high, reflecting the
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strong religious interest on Michigan campuses at that time. In 1910 the Student
Christian Association had 1,000 members (out of a total student population of
5,3Ll0). There were 14 Bible study groups in the fraternities that year. The
average attendance for the Wesleyan Guild Sunday evening meetings was 200 in 1915!
Dr. Stalker took a very active interest in the students, and related very well
to them. "With his support, the Wesleyan Guild grew to be a very active organization, attracting large numbers of students to its various programs." He secured
the aid of outstanding y outh to assist in the leadership. The annual conferences
helped to pay for the assistar , ce;ntributing $500 in 1912 and increasing the amount
gradually to $2,000 in 1920. Beginning in 1912, the national Methodist Board of
Education made small contributions to support the student work here. Dr. Stalker's
men's Sunday School class attracted an average of 165 male students per Sunday.
Mrs. Stalker had a somewhat smaller class of women students. The religious
education classes on Wednesday evenings had an average attendance of 75.
The Guild had an active social program. Frequent Friday night socials,
attracted 200-300 students and were held in the church social hall. Activities
included an occasional drama, circle and singing games, and light refreshments. One
student described the group as "a lot of fun--a very friendly, happy kind of
association." There were annual banquets, fall planning retreats, spring picnics,
"Senior Sunday" honoring the graduates, a newsletter called "The Wesleyan," an
orchestra, and a drama group. There was an emphasis on service; many of the
students went out to churches on weekends to serve in deputation teams.
But let us turn aside to examine the Illinois claim. It was in 1900 that Dr.
Willard Tobie of Cornell University came to Urbana to be pastor of Park's Chapel.
He was an eloquent preacher and began attracting ever increasing numbers of students
from the University of Illinois. Tobie saw that his Church was serving more than
the residents of urbana, and felt that Methodists across Illinois should help. At
the 1902 Central Illinois Conference he made this plea: "Let this conference and
Methodism of the state of Illinois help us build a magnificent church structure
worth to stand in the presence of the great halls of the university."
After a few years of struggle and growth, the Wesley Foundation was incorporated
in Urbana through the work of James c. Baker. Baker was pastor of Trinity Church,
which had been built when Park's Chapel was demolished. Later Baker was elected to
the episcopacy. Baker was succeeded by Dr. Paul Burt, who had a remarkable ministry
in Trinity Church and the Wesley Foundation from 1928 until 1962. Baker and the
Illinois Methodists make the proud claim that the Wesley Foundation originated in
Urbana in 1913.
But it is clear that the real idea of Methodist student work originated in Ann
Arbor and was well established long before the work in Urbana. The Wesley an Guild,
a slightly different name, was organized in 1886, in the wake of previous work. On
August 18, 1923, the Wesley Foundation at the University of Michigan was legally
incorporated. I t took over Wesley Hall and most of the assets of the Wesleyan
Guild.
It is believed that the name was changed to increase the ties to Methodist
groups on other campuses which already were using the name "Wesley Foundation." "It
is known that Dr. Stalker worked with Dr. Blakeman of the University of Wisconsin
and Dr. Baker of the University of Illinois, to get national recognition of the
wesley Foundation as a student organization." It was Dr. Stalker who placed the
motion for such action at the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Illinois had the name, but Michigan had the idea, first!

~ay Allen Kincaid, Ed.: The History of the Wesley Foundation at the University of
Michigan, 1984. Most of this material is drawn from Chapter I, "The University
of Michigan: Birthplace of Methodist Student Ministry, 1883-1923" by Joy A.
Large.
~icentennial Moments (Central Illinois Commission on Archives and History, The
United Methodist Church, 1985), pp. 25-26, 40.
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[Editor's Note: Beginning in 1841, the Methodists quickly developed a thriv ing
Indian Mission in the center of what became the Detroit Conference. By 184 6 the
missionaries were working with the Indians around Saginaw Bay. By the mid
1850's the pressure of white emigration in the Saginaw Valley was increasing.
The government, with church cooperation, attempted to move the Indians west to a
reservation in Isabella County in 1856. A small reservation around Pesahgening,
on Saginaw Bay, was provided for. Mary
, a native of Boston, on March 5,
1863, had married Joseph Cabay, who was about to return to Peshgening as a
missionary to his people. Unfortunately, he contracted consumption and died
immediately after their a r- ival in the Indian village, after obtaining Mary's
promise to stay and minister to his people. Two years later she married Peter
Sagatoo, a cousin of Joseph's.]
During the period that Mary Sagatoo was teaching school, Bishop Gilbert Haven in
Boston, sent three barrels of clothing to Saganing. Mary undertook to give out the
donated clothing. But there was not enough to give everyone a suit, and those who
got none were angry with Mary. Mary took her money, went to Bay City and bought
clothing at a cost of $60. The experience was disillusioning. No longer would she
ask--the Missionary s-ociety- for clothing to be sent to th;_ Inaians. Tbe free
clothing caused too much jealousy and trouble in the village.
With the removal of most of the Saginaw Valley Indians to Isabella Cou nty , with
Pesahgening a small satellite reservation, the Methodists set up an Indian District
under the Michigan Conference. For a while the Detroit Conference, organ ized i n
1856, had Indian missions only in the Lake Superior area. In 1857 Rev. Lorenzo D.
Price remitted $20 from the Soo to constitute Moses Omuncominee and Thomas
Nabahnayasha as life members of the Conference Missionary Society. It was not until
1867 that the Detroit Conference took over supervision of the Indian Church known as
Pesahgening Indian Mission. Responsibility and interest in the Indian work along
Saginaw Bay was resumed.
It is interesting to note how the Methodists kept varying the spelling of the
name of the church and village here. In 1869 the "Kawkawlin and Sahgening"
appointments were left to be supplied. In 1870 the appointment read "Pesaganing
Sup. by D. Hall." In 1871 it was "Pesahganing--D. Hall." Further in the 1871
minutes "Pessaganing" reported 112 members, 2 deaths, 14 probationary members, 3
local preachers, 7 children and 7 adults baptized. The mission had a g ood
membership. Then we learn that the church was valued at only $400, but th e
parsonage at $800. The mission reported a Sunday School with one teacher; that
would have been Mary Sagatoo.
In September, 1872 the conference organized a new Saginaw District, wi t h Olive r
J. Perrin as Presiding Elder. To the "Pesahganing Indian Mission" l ocal p r eacher
Daniel Hall was again appointed. This year the old log church was valued at $250.
About this time, Mary Sagatoo determined to raise the money to build a fra me
church. The old church was too small and it was cold in the winter.
Peter Sagatoo called a council; the Indians said they would give $200 toward a
new church. Mary made the trip out to Boston. Presumably she saw members of her
family again and was happy to be there. She and Peter had made the trip in 1866.
She told her friend, Bishop Gilbert Haven, that she was there to raise money to
build a church for the Indians. He gave her $30 and letters of support. As a
result, she raised $450 in Boston! It was a good and heart- warming start .
But when Mary got home, trouble started. She was a strong leader and evidently
had acted largely on her own initiative, without consultation with other leaders in
the Church. Some of the Indians were going ahead on their own. The efforts toward
the building were not coordinated. When Mary returned to Saganing , she placed a n
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appeal for help in the Bay City Chronicle. Mr. James Shearer read it and sent for
Mary Sagatoo to come see him. He would give her $100, and if she wished, would plan
the work and secure the workmen. She thanked him and told him that the Indians
would build the foundation, and after that she would be grateful for his carpenters.
But meanwhile 11the Indians had sent to Canada for one of their friends, who was
a house-builder, to come to Saganing to raise the frame." Mary did not know of this
move; she had not checked with other leaders in the chur ch. She was surprised when
this man came to her hr .ne and c .ked how much she would be paying him per day. Mary
wrote, 11 I told him a gentleman at Bay City had promised to send some men to build
the church. Seeing that trouble was ahead if I did not employ this Indian, I hired
him, giving him three dollars a day, telling him I would only need his services in
raising the frame. When t t is was done the Indians said if he would stay and finish
the building they would give him five dollars per day, and send five dollars to his
wife as a present. I asked them where they would get the money to give this man.
They replied, 'You must get it from white folks.' 'Why,' said I, 'are not you
people going to keep your promise to give two hundred dollars?' They said, 'No,
white man got rich on their lands, and must give money to make church."'
Mary continued to act as the executive in charge, and writes, 11 I dismissed the
Canadian, went to Bay City to see Mr. Shearer, but he was not at horne. I secured
the services of a man, left my watch as security to Mr. Lord for a tick et, then
started for New York, told Bishop Harris and Dr. Dashiel my errand. They promised
to help, but said they had a system about giving money. Then they asked if I knew
of any responsible person near us. I spoke of Mr. Shearer. They said they were not
acquainted with the gentleman. They asked if the presiding elder carne to our
place. I told them the elder had not been to Saganing for a long time. They said,
'I think the missionary society will give you two hundred dollars as soon as we find
a r esponsible person to take charge of it."'
Coming back to Michigan, Mary received a letter from a Detroit friend stating
that he would give $200 more. Rev. William X. Ninde, famed pastor of Central Church
and later to become bishop, sent her over $70. Returning to Saganing, Mary set men
to work on the church again. "The Indians asked me if I meant to pay them for
getting out the foundation. I told them I could not give them any more money (I had
paid them one dollar and twenty five cents per day when they first commenced to
work) as they did not give me even one dollar of the two hundred they had promised.
They became very angry, and told the white men not to work for me, they they would
not get their pay."
The men continued working and one day soon after, Mary set off for Bay City to
get some things the carpenters needed. The railroad now ran north from Bay City,
within 2-1/2 miles of Saganing. The trip down to the city was no longer difficult
and time-consuming, as in the past. At the station she noted a gentleman getting
off the train from Bay City. She noted some of the Indians came forward to greet
and shake hands with the stranger, and she wondered about it. The morning was
pleasant but in the afternoon as she returned on the train, a winter storm arose and
it turned very cold. Mary had to walk home from the station and she froze her
feet. The next morning her feet were so painful that she did not go the church.
Towards evening the stranger she had seen at the station came up to their door.
Her husband invited him in. He informed them that he was Rev. Oliver Perrin, the
new Presiding Elder. Mary asked why he had not sent word that he was corning. He
answered that he had sent word to Daniel Hall, the preacher in charge. She
mentioned that Daniel had said nothing to them about his corning. "Why,11 said the
Elder, 11 Brother Hall told me you went to Bay City to avoid meeting me. That you had
been stealing the church money, and did not wish to see me. 11 Mary was confounded
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and astonished. Her intentions were good, and to her this seemed malicious and
unchristian. Yet reading between the lines, it is clear that Hall and the church
le.::.ders could have been sincere. Mary Sagatoo had gone her way and had not
consulted with them or taken them into her confidence. There had been no
cooperative or legal board planning.
Mary asked the preacher, "Did you believe such a story about me?" "Well," said
he, "I did not know what to t h ink. I had sent word I was coming Saturday, and when
I got here I found y 0u were :..e av ing town." Peter got out their pocketbook and
handed the elder $115. Mary told him she would give him a statement of all she had
collected and the amount she had spent. Perrin took the money and asked Peter to go
with him to the church. There the Indians were asked what proof they had of their
accusation. The elder showed them the money and reprimanded them, noting that they
could be punished for accusing Mrs. Sagatoo falsely of stealing. Mary gave the
elder the names of those who had promised money--the Missionary Society $200, her
Detroit friend $200, and Mr. Lord of Oscoda $50. Perrin was to write them for the
promised money.
The men working on the church heard that the Elder was taking charge of the enterprise; still their foreman came to Mary to ask for money. She said, " Why, I gave
you $150 two weeks ago, and you have not given anything for the men's board."
"Well," said he, "I will allow you $50, and when I come back will pay you the
rest." The six men left for Bay City Saturday afternoon and never came back. After
some days, the Presiding Elder secured a man from West Bay City to finish the
building
In the meantime, Mary Sagatoo impulsively made a third trip to Philadelphia,
Baltimore, and Washington, to raise money, but she only received $10. She had taken
all the money in her husband's store to pay her traveling expenses, expecting to get
it back. The Presiding Elder successfully raised the money for the church, and it
was dedicated free of debt, but he only gave Mary $35 toward her expenses. Doubtless he regarded her trip as entirely uncalled for, and certainly unauthorized.
The result of Mary's actions was that the Sagatoo were impoverished and were
unable to re-open their little store. They went through extremely difficult times.
Peter Sagatoo was sick with typhoid fever for four months, but recovered. For a
time they had nothing to eat but corn meal and salt. The Sagatoos kept a charitable
and Christian spirit. Mary wrote, "Could the Indians know the very hard things I
had to bear on their account, they would feel more gratitude than they have
manifested toward-me.--Still ,-I-eaaaot~el:p feclin g-se-rry fo-r them, when I thi n k- of
the many wrongs they have been compelled to endure from the white people."
During the year 1873, the building of the Saganing Indian Church was pushed
through to completion, accompanied by some stress and problems, as we have seen. As
the year ended and the church was completed, the Indians exulted and rejoiced.
Dedication day came on December 39, 1873, The Michigan Christian Advocate in its
second issue, for the month of January, 1874, published the following article, which
gave great praise to Mary Sagatoo.
"THE DEDICATION OF THE SAGANING METHODIST INDIAN CHURCH
The new Pasahaganing Indian Mission was dedicated on 30th of December. The
dedication sermon was preached by the Presiding Elder, Rev. o. J. Perrin; Rev.
D. Casler of East Saginaw, and Rev. Y. E. Madden of Standish also preached on
the occasion. The quarterly meeting services followed, and were of unusual
interest. The love feast, in particular, was one of great religious power. Th e
Indians gave expression to their unbounded gratitude to God for his love and
goodness to them as a people. 'Our fathers,' said on e of them, 'never had such
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a place as this in which to worship God. We were once heathens, poor pagans in
darkness; but God has greatly blessed us, and has given us the light of the
Gospel.' This first love-feast in their new church will, no doubt, long be
remembered as one of the brightest spots in their history.
Th e Mission was organized by Rev. Geo. Bradley, in Dec., 1846. It was
afterwards in charge of the Rev. P. o. Johnson, Rev. John Irons and others, for
several years. In 1863 Rev. Joseph Cabay, a graduate of Harvard College, carne
to Saginaw to tak2 charg ~ of the Mission but died the next day after his
arrival. His devoted wife, Mary A. Cabay, by earnest request of her husband,
remained with the Indians to teach, and to instruct them in the Word of God.
Becoming identified with the Mission, she felt it her duty to give her life
to this work. In 1865 she was accordingly married to Peter Sagatoo, her present
husband. She has been laborious and earnest in her effort to build up the
Mission. She organized the first Sunday school among the Indians, ar. i has since
carried it forward with success. And to the devoted lady, is maD ly due the
church enterprise so well completed. She began the undertaking, and had raised
in all over $800. The balance was raised by the Presiding Elder of the
District. Two hundred dollars was donated by the Missionary Society, with sums,
more or less, from other sources. The building and furniture cost $1,500. It
is built in modern style, and has a seating capacity of about two hundred and
fifty persons. Soon after the last session of the Detroit Conference, Bishop
Wiley transferred Rev. Isaac Greensky from the Michigan Conference, and
appointed him to this Mission. He is doing finely in his new field, and under
his labo2s we expect to have one of the most successful Indian missions in the
state."
A little later, in May, 1874, the Advocate gave this report on the Saganing
Church. "The Saganing Indian Mission is in a very prosperous condition. The new
church dedicated in December last is very highly prized and richly enjoyed by our
Indian brethren. The mission has recently met a serious loss in the death of Rev.
Bro. Hall, former missionary. He died in March, with typhoid fever. His sickness
was protracted, and he gradually sunk away in death. For some time back his health
had been failing, and at the last session of the Detroit Conference his r.equest was
granted, allowing him to rest a year. But it pleased God soon to take him to his
eternal rest above. Bro. Hall was converted when a young man, and imrned iately
thereafter became anxious to preach the gospel to the 'poor Indians.' He was
accordingly licensed to exhort in the year 1850, and afterwards in 1859 as a local
preacher, under the administration of Rev. George Bradley, P.E. He was an earnest
Christian, his end peaceful, and his reward certain. Rev. Bro. Green sky, the
present pastor is successful in managing the mission, and is doing a good work among
his Indian brethren. Thus, while some have died, God has enabled others to carry
forward the work ••• o. J. Perrin, P.E."
In 1874 the Saganing Indian Mission happily reported a church valued at $2,000.
The parsonage was only valued at $100. Saganing reported 91 full members, 12
probationers and 3 local preachers, 19 children baptized and 2 adults; a Sunday
School with 40 scholars. The mission had raised $10.31 for missions. The pastor
had received his salary in full, $387. Things were going well, and everyone felt
that great progress had been made in less than thirty years.

~ary A. Sagatoo: WAH SASH KAH MOQUA: or, Thirty-three Years Among the Indians
(Boston, Charles A. White Co., 1897) see pages 50-61.
2Michigan Christian Advocate, January, 1874. The Advocate at first was a
monthly of four pages, but large sized, 18 X 24 inches. Copy in the Detroit
Conference Archives. We are happy to have 11 issues, January - November, 1874.

