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AND HISTORY, ANR' ARBOR VEST SIDE--oct.25
Learn to Do Local Church History!
In 1986 our Bishop, Judith Craig
announced as one of her goals, that
every church work to bring their history
up-to-date!
Our Commission will endeavor to bring practical help toward this
goal at our fall meeting at Ann Arbor
West Side Church, Tuesday, October 25.

HERE AR'D TRDE

The afternoon session will be given
to this subject. A panel will lead off
and give short presentations; an extended question and discussion period will
follow.
Reba Robinson, of Ann Arbor
First Church, will tell of the organization of their current project of gathering material and writing a history of
First
Church.
Patsy Patterson of
Milford
will describe their work in
accomplishing
their
history.
Rev.
i{ev. Emerson W. Arntz of Lakeville
Ronald Brunger will give suggestions on
has pointed out the error in the May . where material may be found and how the
Mes .,;enger
to
us,
and
we
are
Conference Archives can help.
People
emb~rrassed
for we remember standing in
are invited to bring in church historfro'lt of the big stone in the f ront of
ies;
we hope to have a display of
the Lakeville church which has the date
various kinds of histories.
oi. 1856 on it.
The tentative program for Oct. 25th:
At
the
Annual
Meeting
of the
9:30 am--Coffee hour fellowship
Ccmmission
on June 7, the following
10:00 am--Devotions led by Dr. Richard
officers
were elected: president Dr.
Cheatham of our Franklin Church
Rlchard C. Cheatham , vice-president Reba
10:15 am--"The His tory of West Side
Church" by a local historian
Fobinson, secretary James A. Dodd. Rev.
Ronald
A.
Brunger
continues
as
11:00 am--"Suggestions for Caring for
the Church Archives," by a represenarchivist; on Oc~. 1 ·he will have serve
the
Conference
eight years in this
tative from the Bentley Historical
capacity.
At the meeting thanks were
Library, Ann Arbor
expressed to Rev. Al Hartoog and Rev .
12:15 pm--Lunch
William Cooper, our former president and
Tour of West Side Church to view its
vice-president for the leadership they
renovation and addition
have given .
1:30 pm--Panel presentations, "How to Do
Local Church History"
been given a
The
Archives
has
2:20 pro--Questions and discussion
remarka~le
copy of the 1779 edition of
Wesley's Hymns in fine binding, only
Let's publicize this meeting in our
3-3/8" X 2-1/4" in size, with 769 hymns,
churches.
Send your luncheon reserva tions
to
Vest Side UMC, 900 South
indexes to verses, to Bible texts, to
Seventh
St.,
Ann Arbor, MI 48103.
subjects, and to hymns. This was a gift
Remember the date of October 25!
from Dorothea Cay of Mio.
We

are

very sorry to s ay that we
have b~en in grievous error in our list
of the oldest church buildings in the
Port
Huron District.
The Lakeville
church was built in 1856; the Gratiot
Park church in 1869.
The Mt. Vernon
church was dedicated Dec. 5, 1872; the
Lake Orion church on June 14, 1874. We
beli~ve that this is the correct list.
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We

want to r ecommend a new book to
you.
Louise Har ~ is of Detroit is the
author
of
Jloma.fl
in
the Christian
Church,
published
by the Green Oak
Press of Brighter.. This attractive book
has
a fascinating sweep through the
Christian centurj.es; you will learn a
lot and gain a new view of the prominent
place of women in the early Church, and
their frequent leadership in the ages
s1nce.
Certai~ly
every woman preacher
ought to want to own this one and digest
it.
We would think that most other
ministers and many lay people would be
interested.
Several years ago we had
the privilege of reading the manuscript
and we enco~raged the author to publish
it.
J. Thoburn Gibson, member of Trinity
UMC in Ire ~ Mountain, has given the
Archives
a
fine framed portrait of
Bishop James M. Thoburn, pioneer bishop
in India end Malaysia, and two books-My
Missionary
Apprenticeship
by
Tboburn
and
India,
Thoburn,
and
William ~- Crawford, editor--additions
to our Conference library that are much
appreciated.
Mr. Gibs on's grandfather was a cousin of
Bishop T~oburn, and his sister Isabella
Thoburn,
one
of
the
first
two
missionaries
sent
out by the newly
organize~
Women's
Foreign Missionary
Society (M.E.).
He sent a chart of the
Gibson-Thoburn families and asked if we
have trie names of .the parents of the
bisho~.
We knew that his father died
early.
As the chart shows that.two
cousins of the bishop named sons "Albert
Thobur~;"
we wonder if this was the name
of the bishop's father.
were happy to note that two of
Detroit
Conference pastors this
m~r
engaged in an Exchange Overseas.
. Eric Hammar of Northville went to
Callington, Cornwall , England . ' James
McL~rin of Bay City: Fremont Avenue,
W,~

went to Plymouth, England. In the West
Michigan Conference, Lawrence Hodge of
Horton went to Dudley, England ; Robert
Pumfery of Allegan went to Actearoa, New
Zealand!
One of our dear lay members of The
Friends, who lives just over the line
and
belongs
to
a
West
Michigan
Conference church, sent a check to renew
her membership for some time ahead. She
wrote:
"I
enjoy the Messenger very
much--only wish I was able to visit the
archives
and
do
some
reading and
research.
I've been a member of the
Methodist Church for 67 years, so have
many memories of some early churches. "
We hope that our members will show
copies
of
the Messenger t o friends
who love our heritage and our Church,
and suggest the possibility of their
becoming members. At our annual meeting
on June 7, it was reported that we have
just 119 members, a decline of late.
Wouldn ' t it be fine if this fall we
could work to increase our membership to
200?!

Our Church nationwide is now organizing an Historical Society of the United
Methodist Church.
If interested, send
your
check
for
$16
to HISTORICAL
SOCIETY,
P.O.
Box 127, Madison, NJ
07940.
You will receive ' Methodist
History, a quarterly magazine, a little
quarterly paper--The Historian's Digest,
a
discount
on
publications of the
General
Commission
on
Archives and
History , and the opportunity to attend a
yearly national meeting .
Our membership for the Friends of
the ' Archives remains only $3.
We do
encourage
larger gifts, if you feel
able.
Any surplus accrued after our
expenses
is
available
to help , the
archives with book-binding, acquisition,
etc.
Send your membership and gifts to
our
secretary-treasurer Sharon Scott,
214 E. Michigan Avenue, Clinton, 49236.
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This year we have a second Methodist
Historical Shrine nearby, the Benjamin
Hanby House, at 160 V. Main Street,
Westerville, Ohio.
The Handy house was
an important station on the Underground
Railroad.
Benjamin Hanby was the author
of fine songs, including, "llho is Be in
Yonder
Stall?,"
and "Darling Nellie
Gray."
His father, Villiam, was a
bishop in the United Brethren Church and
His
co- founder of Otterbein College.
daughter, Amenda, was the first woman
foreign
missionary of
the
United
Brethren Church to Africa , in 1862.
is the official
historical
journal
of
The
United
Methodist Church, published quarterly.
Since 1962 it has published articles,
book
reviews,
pictures,
news
and
information about the history of the
Methodist Movement .
The cost is $10 a
year, until October.
Send to General
Commission on Archives and History, P.O.
Box 127, Madison, NJ 07940.
METHODIST

James

HISTORY

Dodd, Adrian College librarian

and
secretary of our Commission on
Archives & History, spoke at the UMW of
the Saline Church in May on the subject,
"Early Methodist History in .Michigan:
Letters of Robert Lanning."

The Mt. Morris Church is celebrating its
sesquicentennial
this
year
with
a
notable series of events which climax oo
Oct. 19, 22, and 23. A Methodist class
was organized in 1838 in the Coldwater
settlement, with 9 members. The class
was on the Flint Circuit with preaching
every two weeks.
In
1848
it became part of the
Genesee Circuit.
Rev. Seth Reed lived
in Flint and preached here every 1our
weeks.
He drove a gig instead of r i ding
horseback; the buggy was as much of a
sight in 1848-49 as the automobile was
60 years later . The first frame church,
costing $900 or more, was dedicated by
Rev. George Bradley in the early summer
of 1851.
Bradley was the Presiding
Elder in central Michigan (Grand River
and Flint Districts) from 1848 to 1852.
He
is especially remembered fvr his
missionary labors with the Indians.

New Index of the Messenger

I

About three years ago, the officers of the Friends felt that we ought to have an
index of the Conference Historical Messenger.
Ve employed Susan SheldGn, a fine
senior at Adrian College , to work on this project. She became very interested, and
as a result is a member of the Friends today, although teaching in a neighbor. state.
Next, we needed a typist to do the data entry. In time, Sheila Scott , daughter
of our secretary-treasurer, came forward to do this. Sharon did the format and
printing.
This proved to be a big task, and took more time than expected. Ther·e are over
1300 terms or subjects found in this Index. It is only complete up through May,
1986.
But this Index will be helpful to our church historians to quiczly discover
topics on which material has appeared in the Messenger, and in what 1ssues it is
to be found.
.
The cost of the Index is $2.00, plus $1 for mailing when necessary. · Send to Mrs.
Sharon Scott, 214 E. · Michigan Avenue, Clinton, MI 49236. Ve hope man.y of you will
avail yourselves of this new aid for research in Michigan United Methodist history.

Around th~ Lake Huron
t h e Thumb ( I I )
[continued from th~ May Issue]
In our May Messenger, we surveyed the beginning of Methodi5m in the towns
along the Lake Huron shore of the thumb, from Lakeport to Huro~ City. Ve now
continue.
Ear1y

Method~sm

Shore

o£

CRINDSTON.K CITY,
three miles west of Huron City.
For a cent ury this village
produced an outstanding quality of grindstones, used by farmer~ and industry t o
In the early years of this century, virtually every farme r
sharpen metal products.
had a foot-operated grindstone , on which he sharpened the blades of hi s mowing
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machine for cutting hay, etc.
· After Wor,l d War I .t he development of carborundum
destroyed the grindstone market.
We have seen no record of the founding of the
Methodist Society here. In 1878 it was part of the Port Austin Circuit. In 1905 the
Port Austin Circ~it was comprised of Port Austin, Grindstone, and East Dwight. Port
Austin paid $300 salary, Grindstone $200, and East Dwight $100. By 1949 Grindstone
City Church was weakening and paid only $150; Port Austin paid $1250 and West Huron
$400. This church disappears from the conference journal by 1956.
PORT AUSTIN,
90 miles north of Port Huron, near the tip of the thumb. It is said
that Port Austin was visited by a white fugitive from the Canadian Patriot War in
1837, who found a good hiding place in a cove on this shore. We have seen that Rev.
Joseph B. Varnum in 1854-55 walked and preached up and down the Lake Huron shore, and
organized a M~thodist society at Port Austin. In 1857-58, the northern most circuit
was named the Port · Austin Circuit.
Rev. William Tuttle records both members and
probationary members at Port Austin, as well as Willow Creek (Huron City), Port Hope,
Gore, Forest nay, Pinne Bog, and Pigeon River (Caseville) . · James Withey, on the Port
Hope Circuit in May, . 1863, listed one Methodist class as meeting in the Port Austin
schoolhouse .
In 1873 the Port Austin Circuit consisted of four preaching points: Port Austin,
Dwight
(a few miles south), Port Crescent (a few miles west), and Smiths'
School-House.
The next year the School-House was dropped from the circuit, and
Pinnebog adued in its place.
In 1878 the circuit was reorganized to include Port
Austin, Dwight, Port Crescent , East Dwight, and Grindstone City. In 1875, in a time
of depress i on, · Port Austin paid a salary of $430 on the preacher's claim of $650.
The circui t then reported only 26 members and 15 probationers. In 1878 Port Austin
reported ~ parsonage valued at $1800, third highest on the district. A church valued
at $1400 was finally reported in 1879. The circuit then had 53 members, and three
Sunday Sch~ols with 100 students enrolled.
[Editor's note:
In the archives file on Port Austin, a partial history ·written
years ago states that Methodist preaching began in Port Austin in 1873. But this
was 19 years after Rev. Varnum's coming! It is certainly not out of line to
sugge3t that Port Austin, along with many other churches, should be sending
rese archers down to our conference archives to work toward a more complete and
accurate history!]
PINNEBOG,
10 miles southwest of Port Austin.
This is not on the Lake Huron
shore, and is the only such town and church that we will consider in this sketch.
But it occurs early in the records along with other lakeshore Methodist societies
whose histories we are sketching. Pinnebog ·is an Ojibwa name for "partridge drum,"
~partridge leaf," or "partridge berry." .
~·· WI!liam Tuttle {1828-1921)
was admitted into the Michigan Conference on
trial in 1855 and was an eminent pioneer preacher in the Port Huron District. In
1857- 58 he was on the Port Austin Circuit and recorded members at "Pinne Bog" as well
as P1geon River {~aseville), Port Austin, Willow Creek (Huron City}, Port Hope, Gore,
and Forest Bay.
Probationary members were reported as living at "Pennepeg." The
spelling of the name was obviously uncertain at this time.
In 1873 Pinnebog was added to the Port Austin Circuit and remained there until
1878 .
In 1878 a new appointaent appeared on the Port Huron District, "Meade 'Lake,"
with John Bettis as the minister. • At this time Pinnebog was called Meade Corners. A
plot of land 110' X 173' was given by George and Julia Kerr for a new church. · on
Feb . 4, 1879 the deed was witnessed by Rev. John Bettis and Miss Nellie Maynard, who
later became Mrs. Bettis, before John Woodhall, Justice of the Peace. It was decided
the new church would be named "The First Methodist Episcopal Church of Meade."
Work was started for the foundation. The stones were brought from the Nelson
far~;
the timber for · the sills from the Bill Kerr farm across the road from the
church , and it was hand hewed by Martin Nelson .and Charles Gilbert. Mr. Watterworth
was the head carpenter; Pete Dondineau the assistant, and many men in the community
pi t ched in to help.
The church was dedicated in the fall of 1881. The interior
walls were wainscoted up to the bottom of the windows . There was a little entry room
to the church with two doors.
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In October, 1883 land was purchased from the Kerrs for a parsonage. This was not
built until 1889.
In 1901 a wing was added and a belfry built for a bell given by
the neighboring Catholic Church. Much later, in 1947, the . cburcb was moved back and
placed on a basement, and improvements made.
Meade reported one church in 1880 valued at $1100. That year the circuit was
renamed Port Crescent and Meade. In 1888 the church returned to its original name of
Pinnebog.
In 1889 Pinnebog reported two churches worth $1500, three Sunday Schools
with 220 scholars, but only 50 members.
CASEVILLE,
18 miles southwest ' of Port Austin, at the mouth of the pigeon River,
on Saginaw Bay. In 1851 Leonard Case of Cleveland settled here. In 1854 he built a
sawmill in partnership with William Rattle. The settlement was called Port Elizabeth
at first, in honor of Rattle's wife.
Rev. Joseph Varnum, a native of Berlin,
Waterloo County, Ontario, at the age of 24 was appointed to the Forestville Circuit
in September, 1854 .
He trave~ed the Lake Huron shore on foot from Lexington around
the thumb to Bay City and endured almost incredible hardships. Varnum preached at
early Caseville in the boarding house for the mill hands, on the south side of the
river. It is recorded that he also preached up the river in a lumber camp.
Rev. Samuel Bird served the circuit in 1855-57, and returned to serve the tip of
the thumb in 1858-59. He organized the Methodist class in Caseville, which included
Mr. and Mrs. William Fisher, Mr. and Mrs. Abram Fox, Mr. and Mrs. A. Emory, ·Mrs.
Charles Fisher, and Nelson Fisher. A Sunday School was started at this time . When
the Civil War broke out in 1861, many men went to war, and presently the Sunday
School ceased from lack of leadership. In 1867 T.B. Woodworth moved to Caseville and
provided vigorous leadership for the Methodists. He went to annual conference and
was instrumental in securing a minister. Rev. William Cross preached the next year
here in the schoolhouse.
On Sept. 26, 1868, the Methodist Church was further
organized with a board of trustee~: T.B. Woodworth, Mrs. Fisher, Edward Harding,
Francis Crawford, Horace Murdock, Doc Lighthall and Henry Compo. The democratic
spirit of this frontier settlement was demonstrated with the election of a woman as a
trustee; this was unusual at that time.
The Sunday School was started again.
Woodworth was Superintendent and held that office until his death in 1904!

\

When Rev . . Ronald Woodhams came here in 1872, be was unable to rent a house to
live in; immediate steps were taken to build a parsonage. This cost about $600.
Then the building was 40 X 60 feet, of Gothic architecture, with a 70 foot steeple,
and two double front doors.
The land and half the cost was donated by Francis
Crawford; the pledge of the 36 church members totalled $2,450. The church was
\ dedicated debt-free on Nov. 15, 1874 by President George B. Jocelyn of Albion
~allege,
who was often called on in this capacity . The church was remodeled and
placed on a basement in 1906. Caseville at that time was prosperous with its salt
well and iron works; it was a terminal for lake and rail shipping. Today it is a
tourist village.
In
the . early 1970's, .it was found that the base of the steeple was
deteriorating.
In August, 1973 it was declared unsafe by a consulting engineer .
Finances were low and the board voted to remove the upper part of the steeple. But
the church was a landmark to the people of the ·area, to boats on the .bay an~ to
commercial fishermen who depended on the steeple light to guide. them to the mouth of
the river after lifting their nets on Saginaw Bay. When the situation became known,
contributions poured in from townspeople, .res9rters, and fishermen. The steeple was
rebuilt, strengthened with steel, since timbers of that length were no longer
available.
The new steeple was lifted in place · on Sept. 4, and dedicated on Sept. 8,
1974.
This church is a gea, the focal point of Caseville, and said to be the most
photographed church in Michigan!

BAYPORT,

9 miles southwest of Caseville. This village is on Wild Fowl Bay, and
from early times fishing has been the prominent industry. Hearly three ailes nor t h
was the site of the early German Methodist socialist community., ORA ET LABOIA (Pr ay
A group of 288 people came to the wilderness here in 1857(?) and
and Work).
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attempted to establish a Utopia on 3,000 acres of land. The Civil War delivered a
knockout blow to this colony, which broke up about 1867. [See our article on Ora Et
Labora in the Messenger, March and May, 1982).
Erastus Klumph was the Methodist preacher in this area from 1867 to 1871. He
established a Methodist class in Bayport and a small Sunday School. Services were
held in the schoolhouse for years. Jesse B. Russell, a great temperance worker, was
pastor here in 1885-86. A board of trustees was elected on April 9, 1886. There was
a delay in building the church; this was accomplished in the pastorate of Norman
Karr, 1S88-90. Bayport Circuit had two small churches valued at $1800. From 1897 to
1899, Frederick Spence served Bayport and Sebewaing; later he had a long and eminent
career as minister of Jackson First Church. Rev. William Mertz, now retired, is a
son of the Bayport Church. Also we note that the church has a window in memory of
Rev. Emil Baur (1812-94), the founder and leader of Ora Et Labora.

SEBEWAING,
10 miles southwest of Bayport, 30 miles northeast of Bay City. We
suspect that Methodist missionaries preached· in this area in the early years but with
the predominant German-speaking population, they did not have large success. We lack
records here.
Sebewaing first appears in the Detroit Conference Minutes in 1875,
when W.H. Osborne was appointed to Unionville and Sebewaing. We hear no more of
Sebewaing until 1895, when Joshua Bacon was appointed to Sebewaing and Bayport.
Toward the end of the century, there was a small Methodist church here. In 1896 the
circuit reported three churches valued at $2200, and 66 members. In 1897 the circuit
was called Bayport and Sebewaing; in 1899 it was changed to Unionville and
Sebewaing.
In 1904, when the first circuit reports appear in the conference minutes,
Unionville reported 92 members and a salary of $400; Sebewaing 34 members and $200
paid on salary.
In 1912 "Sebawing" reported 21 members and a salary of only $100.
The church was weakening and must have been closed within the next few years.
It was the Evangelicals who took strong root in the early days of Sebewaing.
Jacob Albright (1759-1808) was the founder of the Evangelical Association or Church.
As a young man, after the loss of three children from an epidemic, he was converted
and joined a Methodist class. He enjoyed the spiritual atmosphere and was impressed
by the Methodist organization.
As he presently carried on independent work,
preaching mostly to German speaking people in the Pennsylvania area, his followers
were called at first "Albright's People," and sometimes German Methodists.
In 1864 the Evangelical Conference sent Rev. Carl Dieke as a missionary to this
area.
In 1866 Stephen Henne was the missionary. A class was organized at Sebewaing,
and within a few years classes were organized at Fremont (southeast of Carol, Cass
River (Cass City), Ellington (southwest of Cass City), Columbia, Bush (later
Kilmanagh), King's, Unionville, Ridge (Fairhaven), and Caro. Gradually these classes
became independent, combined together, or were dissolved.
From 1871 to 1903,
Sebewaing and Kilmanagh were joined together.
A frame church 25 1 X 35 1 , called
Emmanuel, was built in Sebewaing in 1873.
The present Trinity Church _was built 88 1 .. X 60 1 , with a gallery at the rear,
classrooms underneath, and a vestibule "at the side.
This became a prominent
Evangelical Church.
The Michigan . Annual ·· conference (Evangelical).met here seven
times, in 1900, 1921, 1928, 1944, 1954, and 1964. Several youth have gone into the
ministry from this church. The old Sebewaing fair grounds were purchased in 1912 for
$2,150 and became Bay Shore Park, the Evangelical summer camp, popular ever since.

REV LEVI BIRD

**

A Minister Worthy of Remembrance!

What chance did a 16-year-old lad have who is the sole support of an invalid
father, three sisters and a brother, in the days before social workers were on the
scene? The year is 1872. The lad was Levi Bird.
Levi Bird was born in 1857 in Valsoll, England, into a family of nine children.
Brought up in a godly Methodist family, as a boy eight years old he stood on the
steps where John Wesley was dragged and beaten. This boy stoutly resolved that. he
would "requite that wrong by preaching the same gospel." That same year the family
emigrated to America, the land of hope, hoping to· better their lot.
Conditions were very difficult for this family. A depression was on this land in
the 1870's.
Levi had had two years in school in England. Now he had to work and
help.
At the age of 12 he worked on the coal breakers picking slats; at 14 he was
driving mules in an underground mine. At 16 he was a full-fledged miner at Hazelton,
Pennsylvania .
Also at the age of 16, he was converted. His preacher laid his hands
upon hilll and said, "If you are ever going to preach, it's about time you commenced."
He co~~enced preaching in school houses with an exhorter's license.
He had been working in the mine 9 years, when th~company asked him to be a help
in reducing wages by doing a piece of work at a reduced figure. He stoutly refused
and t~ld the miners about it. A strike ensued. Our young miner was then out of a
job and black-listed in all mines. But in the providence of God, 17 years later, he
was cal led by that same company along with Archbishop Ryan of Philadelphia, to
arbit ~ate trouble in that mine.
rJevi
Presiding
pile and
for me,
board."
school in

traveled all the way from Pennsylvania to Kansas at the invitation of a
Elder. He writes, "On arriving, instead of a church, he showed me the wood
invited me to chop it for my supper and breakfast. There being no opening
I herded cattle during the summer and fall for ten dollars a month and
Levi then got a chance to go to Park College, a Presbyterian self-help
the Ozarks, and he earned his way there chopping wood and doing chores.

In 1880 Levi went to Cazenovia Seminary, a Methodist school in New York state.
When he graduated from there, he was presented as one who had enrolled in the
se~inary
with 10 cents as his entire financial resources and who had worked harder
and made greater sacrifices in attaining his education than any other graduate -of the
i~stitution.
He was given the Cazenovia prize for oratory. In 1885 he entered
Allegheny College.
Ordained an Elder in 1890, he took further studies at Auburn to
'~in an M.A. and Ph.D. degree.
He entered the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the fall of 1883;
first pastorate was in Auburn, N.Y.
He later transferred to the Erie
Conference.
On Sept. 13, 1888, he married Mary· crouch at Conneau Lake, Pa. She was
the daughter of Rev. John Crouch of the Erie Conference. Three sons were born to
them.
~is

Levi Bird had an uncompromising passion for righteousness,'and seemed like an Old
Testament prophet.
The life of .a prophet is never an ·easy one. . It means
deprivations and sacrifice. It aeans misunderstandings. He was an ardent fighter in
the cause of prohibition, and played an active part in the campaign which resulted in
the adoption of the Prohibition Amendment in Ohio. ••tt was characteristic of the
rigorous demands he made upon himself that having at the age of 17, pledged himself
to be present at the weekly prayer meetings, he kept the vow, without the loss of a
single service, during the 60 remaining years of his life."
In . 1908 Levi Bird was transferred to the Detroit Conference and sent to the Upper
Peninsula, to Newberry. Let us look a bit at his work there . Be preached regularly
twice a Sunday.
The Newberry News announced that on Sunday, Oct. 4, Dr. Bird would
preach at 10:30 on the subject, "The Cry of the Soul," and in the evening service at
1:30 on "The Greatest Need of Man.'' The next week his subjects were, ••Have Faith in
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God" and "Have Faith in Man." We note his subjects for several Sundays. For Oct.
25, "A Thousand Melodies for the Song of Autumn" and "Have Faith in Yourself." For
Nov.1, "Some Dangers on the Higher Heights of Christian Experience," and "The Tragedy
and Triumph of the American Ballot." For Nov. 8, "Forsaking All" and "Have Faith in
the Minister." For Nov. 15, the evening subject was, "Have Faith in Each Other. " On
Nov. 22 , the evening subject was "Some Things to be Grateful For." Bird preached at
the Union Thanksgiving Service in the Presbyterian Church.
In October, 1908 occurred the dedication of the new Methodist church at
McMillan.
Dr. Bird was among the ministers present. The News noted that "Dr. and
Mrs. Campbell (he was superintendent of the state hospital) and Dr. and Mrs. Perry
went to McMillan in the auto and attended the dedication service. It was the first
auto ever seen in McMillan and the enthusiasm it called forth rivalled the
dedication ."
The automobile age was just beginning, and in the future it would bring
big changes to the church. On Dec. 22, 1908 Dr. Bird conducted the dedication of the
new M.E. church at Germfask. The year 1908 was a year of progress for Methodism in
this section.
The present parsonage at Newberry had been built in 1907-1908. In 1909 Levi Bird
reported that the church had a debt of $675; $125 .had been paid on the debt, $200 for
building , and the pastor's cash salary had been $800. The next year Bird worked hard
to raise money to pay on the debt, but did not succeed in eliminating it.
Dr. Bird was a scholar , but seemed human to the Newberry people. They remembered
long after that he was a great eater, and he gloried in the old-fashioned boi~
social.
At one box social , he was given a box which the ladies had made up to take
home, and he ate it all before it got home. In those days box socials, strawber~y
socials in the summer, oyster suppers and sleigh rides in the winter, were leadi~g
social events.
Dr.
1911-15
1920-22
retired
Oberlin,

Bird ' s subsequent charges in the Conference were as follows: 1910-11 AusabJ.e,
Norway and Quinnesec, 1915-17 Deerfield and Petersburg, 1917-20 Williamst0n,
Saginaw Epworth, 1922-23 Port Huron South park and Marysville. In 1923 he
and lived briefly in Lansing. The next year he was in the college town of
Ohio. By 1928 he was in Bellvue, Ohio, where he completed his years.

After retirement he felt privileged to take a trip back to his native land. He
wrote: "After fifty-four years of continual service in the Methodist Church and for
the Prohibition cause, it was my great pleasure t~ return to England. I stood Jgain
on the steps of the parish church where I made my vow to follow in the footsteps of
John Wesley and I spoke t o an audience there."t
Levi Bird died in the family home after a brief illness, on Sunday, Feb. 11,
1934.
Local funeral services were ·held the next day in the home, conducted by the
Methodist and Evangelical Church pastors.
The final service was held in the
Methodist Church at Ripley, N.Y., where the interment took place •. Rev. Ames Maywood,
paid tribute to the indomitable spirit of this veteran preacher of the gospel,
speaking from the Vord found in II Samuel· 3:39, "And the King said unto his servants,
Know ye not that there is a Prince and a Great Man fallen this day in IsrLel." He
was survived by his wife Mary, and two sons, John Wendell, and attorney in Lansing,
and Charles Wesley, a professor in California State Teachers' College iu Fresno,
California.
William Morford wrote of him, "From poverty he supported his fQmily when
a teenager, with diligence he obtained an education, and being a gifted orator, he
was one of a number of outstanding leaders who helped bring about national
prohibition. There were great men in those days."t
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