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HERE AND THERE
Your editor preached an historical
sermon in the Arbela and Milling t on
Churches on their Building Anniversary,
August 13.
Our Conference attendants at the
Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and
History at DePauw University, July 10- 13
were Mr. & Mrs. Frank Crisman of Troy, and
Rev. & Mrs. Ronald Brunger of Clinton.
From West Michigan came Dr. & Mrs. David
Evans of Okemos.
The first national United Methodist
Historical Convention was held at Lake
Junaluska, N.C., June 30 - July 3, and was
a great success. About 350 were in attendance. Rev. & Mrs. Brunger and Mr. & Mrs.
Floyd Ogden of Port Huron, attended.
Outstanding scholars on early Methodism,
such as Frank Baker of Duke, Richard
Heitzenrater
and
Albert
Outler
of
Perkins, Ken Rowe of Drew, were speakers.
Rev. David Evans of the West Michigan
Conference Commission is endeavoring to
locate The Story of a Creed by Bishop
Welsh, which tells about the formulation
of the Korean Creed. This is a rare book.
Can anyone tell where a copy can be found?
Kevin Church of Ann Arbor visited the
Archives on May 3·· wanting information on
Henry Colclazer, early Methodist preacher
and presiding elder in Ann Arbor, and
first librarian of the University.
Margaret Montfort, graduate student
at MSU worked in the Archive s in January.
She was interested in missionaries working with the Indians in the G1 ' 'rld and
Saginaw River valleys.

September 1989

Rev. Floyd Porter has given us a
copy of h is paper, "The Bready Years."
Russell Bready was the colorful preacher
of Port Huron First Church, 1925-27. He
also gave us a copy of the early history
of the Beverly Hills Church, by C.L.
Porter. ·
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kenaga of our Homer
Church put in a day of concentrated research and copying in February. Results
were manifested in their new Centennial
History of the Homer United Methodist
Church. Their booklet of 46 pages, 8- 1/2"
x 11", has many photographs, also drawings
and charts to make the history quite
unique, readable, and understandable.
Their history could well give ideas to
other writers of local church history.
Robert J. Henning, pastor at New
Lothrop and Juddville, is working on his
Ph.D. at MSU, and worked in the Archives
one day last November. He was interested
in the Church's reaction to the railroad
strike of 1877, the Haymarket strike of
1886, and the Pullman strike of 1893. He
worked in our old Methodist periodicals.
Dorothy Reuter has visited all our
Michigan Indian Churches in Michigan and
done extensive research in our archives
and elsewhere. She has the rough draft of
her history completed, o r nearly so.
At the Historical Convocation we
purchased an unusual book from the West
Pennsylvania Commission, Memories of the
Wife of an Itinerant Methodist Preacher,
for only $10. t-1ary Eaton married Matthias
Eaton who served Methodist Circuits in
West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania,
and Ohio, from 1846 to 1878. This is a
fascinating and unique account.
On August 10, the Homer Church
opened its cornerstone as part of its
centennial observance, and found a
Michigan Christian Advocate for Saturday,
Aug. 10, 1889!
Excited, Paul Bailey
called up the editor to tell a oout the
happening.
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TWO NEW WORLD SERVICE SPECIAL GIFTS IN THE FIELD OF HISTORY
The first project is Preservation Microfilming of Annual Conference, General Agency
and Institutional Minutes. Project number: 04-02- 89.
Libraries are getting alarmed. Much of our paper has been poor. Archival centers
have multitudes of minutes, records, and books which are deteriorating and the ink is
fading.
Photo duplication on film and acid-free paper will preserve our historic
information being permanently lost. The General Commission on Archives and History has
a microfilm room and camera;
the commission will provide the filming expertise to
supervise additional help needed. The project funds will purchase film and provide for
the preparation and shipping of materials to be filmed.
Gifts from individuals and churches should be sent to the Conference Treasurer,
clearly marked by the code number (04-02-89) for this specific project. The project will
focus on selected minutes and records which are in danger of crumbling into dust and being
lost forever. This is an important project. All of your gifts will go for preservation
with no administrative cost. The desired sum for this project is $45,292 each year for
1989-1992.
The second special World Service Special Gifts called for by our Commission, is for
the Historic Shrines and Landmarks Preservation Project. The code number is 04-01-89.
The United Methodist Church has thirty-two historic shrines and landmarks. Four of
these are in our Jurisdiction: the Wyandotte Indian Mission Church built in 1824 at Upper
Sandusky, Ohio; Peter Cartwright Church and Graves, Pleasant Plains, Illinois; the
Deadwood Cluster in the Black Hills, Deadwood, South Dakota; and the Hanby House (U.B.)
at Westerville, Ohio.
The money allotted from the regular church budget, is not keeping up with the needs
of so many shrines in a time of inflation. Through World Service Special Gifts we are
seeking $25,000 annually during this quadrennium for essential preservation efforts at
our shrines and landmarks. Your gift may help replace a roof, restore a chimney, or repair
a floor. You will be helping to restore a valuable painting or preserve fragile documents
about to crumble. Contributing to this special fund, you will help your Church maintain
the places sacred t o its history and heritage. Gifts may be sent through local church
treasurers to the conference treasurer, clearly marked by code number 04- 01-89. For
further information about our shrines and landmarks and the preservation project, write
Assistant General Secretary, General Commission on Archives and History, P.O. Box 127,
Madison, NJ 07940.

ARCHIVES AVAILABLE FOR RESEARCH
Students, pastors, and all interested people are welcome to do research in our
Conference Archives. Here you can do research on the Wesleys, the beginnings of the
Methodist movement, early American Methodist history, the lives of early Methodist and
E.U.B. leaders.
Here are minutes of Conferences since 1773, and most minutes of the
Michigan Conference, early M.P. and Evangelical papers, and fascinating biographies. We
have resources for research in church music, women's history, black history, temperance,
church disciplines, hymnals, institutions, local church history, Indian history,
railroads, copper mining, and much else. The college library offers great resources in
addition.
Roger Whiting of Mason worked in our Archives on August 3, wanting to do research on
his ancestor Samuel Whiting, said to have been a Methodist minister. He came from New
York state about 1835 to Northfield Township, north of Ann Arbor. He died in 1847 and was
buried in the Leland Cemetery, WL 'ch stood beside the former Methodist Church, built a l so
in 1847. We found information on the former Northfield Church, but nothing on Samuel.
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PROFILE OF THE DETROIT ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT THE END OF 1988
(Figures from the 1988 Minutes)
District:

ADa
Arbor

Detroit

Detroit

East

West

Port
Fl i at

BuroD

Sall(i aaw
aa:v

Marquette

COIIfereace
'l'otal

urc es
Above 1,000 Members

2

3

4

1

0

1

0

11

600 to 999 Members

5

2

2

5

5

5

1

25

400 to 599 Members

9

11

7

8

3

9

6

53

300 to 399 Members

7

2

5

2

4

9

4

33

200 to 299 Members

12

9

11

12

10

7

5

66

100 to 199 Members

22

12

16

20

25

20

13

128

Below 100 Members
Number of Churches

17
-74

10
49

12
57

29

77

55
102

1

1

Churches Closed

1

3

Largest Church
Smallest Church

1496
26

1574
19

2441
17

1125
19

967
11

2257
24

642
5

2441
5

Median Church
Average Church

191
355

226
321

205
355

126
216

92
150

130
231

116
162

143
235

Churches Gaining
36
Members
Churches Losing
34
Members
Churches Staying Even 4

11

18

24

29

31

15

164

34.

35

47

61

50

31

292

4

4

6

12

5

11

46

3

This includes the new Good Shepherd UMC-North or Roscommon Church.
members on Jan. 1 but average attendance of 94! It is a going church.)
(

It reported 0

The Detroit Annual Conference continued its sad and melancholy record of continuous
decline, and lost 2, 775 members in 1988. In 1983 we lost 3.298 members; in 1981 we lost
4,403. In 1980 there was some hope that we might be changing our direction. Our loss W!iS
only 1,680 and three of our districts had gained. But then we resumed our losing ways .
Now t here is hope again! One district, the Ann Arbor District, in 1988 gained 144 members
and had a few more churches gaining members than losing them. Best of all, leaders in our
1989 Annual Conference expressed their interest and support for a church growth and
evangelism emphasis. This is an emphasis which has long been needed.
As we have reported before, the Detroit Annual Conference reached its membership peak
of 190,148 in 1965. Then the decline began. The 1970 minutes reflected the influx after
the E.U.B.-Methodist merger, and reported over 190,000 members again at the beginning of
the 1969 conference year, but only 186,851 at the close. The Detroit West District in 1969
reported 34,770 membe rs; this year it has only 15,746, a loss of 54.7% Across the country,
we are told the United Methodist Church has declined 18% in membership. But the Detroit
Conference has lost 77,936 members, a decline of 39.76%!

...
-4Last year 69% of the churches on the Detroit West District lost members; 60% of the
churches on the Port Huron District declined; 58% of the Saginaw Bay District churches
did likewise. A change in the stance and major concerns of our leaders is certainly long
overdue.
It is reassuring to look around and realize that we have churches that are alive and
growing in our midst. In the Ann Arbor District, the Plymouth Church last year received
131 members and made a net gain of 72 members! The Northville Church received 117 member s
and made a gain of 49 members! The Chelsea Church received 77 members and made a gain of
62 members! The Milford Church received 35 members (10%) and gained 16. The Stony Creek
Church received 29 new members, and made a gain of 12. The Springville Church took in 21
members (12%) and gained 16 in its membership. North Lake received 17 members and made
a gain of 13 (10%).

Looking elsewhere we see Beverly Hills receiving 43 members, to make a membership gain
of 25. Gaylord received 33 members and made a gain of 20. North Branch received 31
members, and made a net gain of 17. We do have points of light in our conference, telling
us that growth is still possible, even in a society like ours.
We remember that Evangelism was a major emphasis in Michigan Methodism in the 1950's,
and our membership in those years moved upward. Several evangelistic missions were
organized and they had good results. For one mission we had a song that presented a sharp
personal challenge. "Lord, lay some soul upon my heart, and love that soul through me.
And may I nobly do my part, to win that soul for Thee." We learned from our Board of
Evangelism leaders that we ought to be cultivating and enlarging our list of Constituents
(prospects, or friends of the church), i.e. people who already have some contact and
interest in our church. These are people who send their children to Sunday School; women
who work in a Circle but do not belong to the church; families that have contacted the
pastor when a death occurred in their family, or when a daughter wanted to be married.
Every vital church, every alert pastor, should have a growing constituency list. Yet we
note that 12 churches in one district reported a zero figure for constituents; they
obviously do not have a constituency list and are not aware of its vital importance.
"When United Methodists once again feel an urgent concern about the fact that large
numbers of people around them are living without Christ as the center of their lives, the
denominations's deadly membership dive will stop." These were the incisive words of Rev.
Ezra Jones of the Board of Discipleship a few years back. He added, "I pray every day that
United Methodists will re- find the urgency." If a million United Methodists would join
in this prayer, we believe a change would be in the making.
Dr. William Quick, director of our conference Division of Evangelism, Board of Local
Church Ministries, raised a very pertinent point in his report.
"We continue to be
concerned about the barren Churches which do not receive one person on Profession of Faith
or Reaffirmation of Faith, in the course of a year." We do have areas where population is
declining and church growth may be difficult. But every church should be fruitful and
winning disciples. Too many congregations are happy to coast along; too many pastors are
busy with concerns outside the parish, and little concerned about the needs of individuals
around them. We need a warm- hearted ministry, a person-minded ministry. It is so easy
to forget the primary concern of the Church.
Let us join il: hearty support of the stance of the Division of Evangelism. "We
continue to emphasize the necessity of both spiritual and numerical growth and look toward
the church growth emphasis in the coming year.
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Our conference archives has a precious treasure, 11 of the 12 monthly issues of the
1874 Michigan Christian Advocate. The Adrian District Methodist was started in October
1873 by Rev. Orrin Whitmore, presiding elder of the Adrian District. In December 1873 he
changed the name of his paper and expanded its scope, gave it the familiar name of Michigan
Christian Advocate. The name was familiar for there had been a former paper in 1851- 52
called Michigan Christian Advocate, also printed in Adrian, by Rev. James Watson, whose
health did not allow him to take up circuit work. The 1873 Advocate has continued and
developed into the paper we know today.
This early Advocate has large sheets, 18" x 24", with only four pages. Advertisements
covered about half of pages 3 and 4. The second page featured usually two articles of
interest, and then news of Michigan Methodism. There were seven columns on each page, a
lot of reading.
The front page had varied articles.
The March issue featured "The
Religion of Natural Science," "The Methodist Board of Education," "Qualifications of
Success in a Sunday School Teacher," "Pagan Temples in the United States," etc.
Studying the 1874 Advocate issues, we realize that society and the world were
different then, and the Church was different. It was strongly evangelistic. Revivals or
special meetings were popular, e s pecially in the winter.
People had no radio or
television, few magazines to read, and no bowling alleys or bingo games to go to. Nonchurch people would attend an announced revival for want of other things to do, perhaps
because of slumbering convictions. The news notes of churches often featured revivals,
and quite often donation parties. Ministers were notoriously underpaid. One or more
times a year, friends might get up a donation party, in which members and neighbors would
unexpectedly descend upon a parsonage, with gifts of foodstuffs to boost the family
larder, sometimes with gifts of money.
Churches then took leadership in recreation,
giving the people something to do, events to attend. They had socials, picnics, singing
school in the winter, suppers programs, class parties, etc.
Most mentioned in the
Advocate were the revivals and donations parties, also building projects. Let us not some
new items mostly from the March 1874 Advocate.
"The meetings at Ridgeway, Adrian District, have resulted in the conversion of about
eighty persons. On Sunday, the 15th of February, fifty joined the church on probation,
and six were received into full connection.
Thirty-five adults and nine infants were
baptized. On the evening of the 25th ult. they held their annual social for the benefit
of the circuit fund, which resulted in raising the snug sum of $303. Rev. George H. Field
is pastor."
"The church at Oxford, Romeo District, has been refreshed by a revival of religion.
Rev. J.O. Bancroft is pastor."
"Rev. O.J. Perrin, presiding elder of Saginaw District, expects to close the second
quarter with upwards of 400 conversions in the district."
"There has been a gracious outpouring of God's spirit at Clinton, Adrian District.
There have been about twenty conversions. The church is under the pastoral charge of Rev.
C. T. Allen."
"Tuesday evening, Feb. 24th, Rev. I.N. Elwood of Morenci, Adrian District, received
at a donation party held in the church, the sum of $130."
"A letter from Br0 . N.N. Clark, pastor at Lake Port, Port Huron District, announces
that up to that time forty-six had united with the church, thirty-one being heads of
families."

-6"The people of Sharon, Adrian District, made their pastor, A.W. Harding, a donation
of $126.50 Jan. 28th, and six ladies gave Mrs. Harding a beautiful cantor at the same time.
The society is going to paint the parsonage this spring and is raising the money by
socials."
"Rev. Dr. Pilcher, A.A., organized a new charge in Detroit on the 22d of February,
which starts out with fine prospects, to be called the Fort Street Methodist Episcopal
Church. They have a chapel worth at least $12,000 and a Sabbath School with an average
attendance of about 300 every Sabbath."
"The pastor of our church at Millington, Saginaw District, Rev. A. Whitcomb, sends
us the following report: The good Lord is refreshing us with showers of divine grace and
precious souls have been converted to God and added to the church. And as a result in
part, the people are bringing up their finances finely. At a donation at Millington we
received $82.00, at Deerfield $63.00, and at Pearsonville $25."
"The citizens of Clayton, Adrian District, lately gave our pastor, Rev. W.E. Dunning
a donation of nearly one hundred dollars--this with the twenty dollars and over which was
put upon the Christmas tree shows t hat he is, as he ought to be, highly appreciated by the
people he is called to serve. The society there is prospering under his labors."
"Rev. John Storrer writes to us from Kawkawlin, Saginaw District, Feb. 20th, that the
churches in that village and also in the village of Banks where the membership is very
small, are well filled with attentive hearers, and they are looking for results.
In
Beaver, an adjoining town, they have had a revival that has united almost all the families
in one society. The prayer meetings and Sunday schools are well attended, in spire of bad
weather and bad roads. The lumber camp, headed by their Christian foreman, is well
represented at all the means of grace.
Rev. O.J. Perrin, the Presiding Elder of the
District, lectured on "Thought and Thinkers," Feb. 18th in the village of Banis. His
lecture was well calculated to interest and instruct as well as to inspire the youth with
an enthusiastic desire to be great and good. At the close of the lecture over $100 was
raised and pledged toward the support of the gospel."
"On Wednesday evening, March 18th, a surprise party visited the Methodist parsonage,
and presented in the name of the M.E. Church to Rev. T. Wilkinson, the pastor at Hancock,
Lake Superior District, a very handsome silver tea set, consisting of eight pieces and
valued at $83, and to Mrs. Wilkinson $23.50 in green backs. A number of interesting pieces
were sung, refreshments were partaken of, and both pastor and people rejoiced together.
This is the third silver tea set presented to preachers on that District, since
Conference. We begin to think that the preachers on that District have an interest in a
silver mine." -April, 187 4.
"Our new church at Calumet, Lake Superior District, although not entirely completed,
was formally opened for divine service, Oct. 11th.
Rev. J.B. Smart of Port Huron
conducted the exercises with his usual success. The amount expended on the church so far
is $5,500 and it is estimated that $2,500 more will be needed to complete it. $3,000 was
raised in the audience on the day of dedication." -November, 1874.
"Methodism is taking a strong hold at AuSable, Port Huron District under the labors
of Bro. Geo. Stow. They have a fine church building nearly ready for plastering, which
when completed wil1 do credit to the society and be an ornament to the place. It will be
one of the finest church buildings in northern Michigan." -March, 1874.
"Rev. John S. Paul, of Fayette, Lake Superior District is doing a good pioneering
work. His charge is new, has five appointments, and extends fifty miles across the
country. One Sabbath he walks twenty miles and preaches twice, and the next days he walka
thirty-eight miles to another appointment, and the next Sabbath, he walks fifteen miles
and preaches three times. His co. ' ~regations range all the way from ten to seventy-five
which considering the population,m is very good. In some places nearly all the people
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attend. He has in his congregations persons of all the leading denominations, including
Catholics. They have had some religious interest during the winter and several have
joined the Church on probation. Good has been done, and an interesting, though laborious
field has been opened up. Such is the pastor's work in the backwoods, on Lakt:: Superior and
other frontier Districts of our State." - MCA, June 1874.
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Notices in the Michigan Christian Advocate
In the March Historical Messenger, we had an article on The Women's Temperance Crusade,
which sprang up spontaneously in Hillsboro, Ohio, just before Christmas, 1873.
The
crusading women met in churches for,. pray-er and organization, marched to saloons where they
sang hymns, prayed on the floors, and asked barkeepers to close their saloons. They were
astonishingly successful and effective in Hillsboro. The movement spread quickly across
Ohio and into the neighboring states. The Crusade led directly to the founding of the
Woman's Christian Temperance Union at Cleveland in November 1874. For many years, the
W.C. T. U. provided a great forum for the development of leadership among the women, and a
great force for the promotion of temperance, women's suffrage, and other worthy causes.
The Women's Temperance Crusade spread into Michigan and had a great effect in Adrian,
as was noted in our previous account. We are told that the Crusade reached 36 towns in
Michigan. Where were they? It has been difficult to learn much about its outreach in
Michigan.
An interesting thought came to us. The Michigan Christian Advocate arose at almost
the exact time the Women's Temperance Crusade arose. We had thought from our previous
reading in these early Advocate issues that the Advocate did not mention this outstanding
phenomenon in the midwest. But as more careful study of the Advocate has demonstrated
that we can learn something about the Crusade here.
In the April 1874 issue appears a short article captioned "Women's Work." "At Adrian
the crusade has been in progress over two weeks. The interest in the subject of temperance
has been greatly increased, and the moral sentiment of the people greatly elevated. All
the saloons in the city are virtually closed.
Several signed the dealers' pledge and
those who do not will be prosecuted into compliance. In the out towns in the county the
work has be vigorously pushed.
"The ladies at Flint have gone into the work with a determination which must conquer.
Already several places have surrendered, and others must yield. We see that the rum power
succeeded in so intimidating the trustees of the Presbyterian church that they would not
allow a mass meeting to be held there. We are glad to state that the devil could not
frighten the other churches, so they are open to the women.
"The work at Manistee has been attended with more enthusiasm than at any other place
in the State. All classes of citizens, even Germans, participated in the great uprising.
Tt has worked wonders; where formerly the people were in terror of drunken river men,
peace and quiet reign.
"At. Sturgis the work of closing the whisky holes has been brought to a successful
ttwmination.

-8"The work has been begun at all the principal cities in the State, but hardly progress
enough has been made yet to enable us to summarize the results."
In the May 1874 issue, there occurs this paragraph on the Temperance Crusade. "The
temperance war still goes on in this State, and there seems to be a determination to make
it a war of extermination. There are very few places, where the women have organized and
gone to work in earnest, where there is any open selling, which shows that their work has
been very effective. The devil has been driven into his den, and it some are sunken so low
as to crawl after him into dark cellars and through dark passage ways, there are many who
are not lost to all sense of shame, and especially our young men, who will be saved. But
those engaged in this work do not propose to stop here, but will do all they can to bring
the sneaking offenders against law and the peace of society to justice."
In the June 1874 issue, there is a paragraph referring to an incident in the Adrian
crusade, mentioned in our former article. "The imprisonment of thirteen ladies in Mr.
Fisher's saloon in Adrian for several hours, on the second day of this month, has stirred
up the temperance people, and they are now pushing the prosecutions against the liquor
dealers vigorously, and the greatest excitement prevails. The temperance are attending
the trials in considerable numbers, and many of the German women are also in attendance.
Fisher, who shut up the ladies, has been convicted by a jury of the second offense, and
several other suits are pending."
It was undoubtedly partly due to the Temperance Crusade that the Women's State
Temperance Convention, held at Lansing on June 25, had a very large attendance. The
Convention set forth their platform beginning with the following words: "We believe that
the cause of Temperance is the cause of God, and as such is one and indivisible; that it
is true scientifically, morally and religiously; that it is not a local but a general
cause, that it is above sect and above party, and that the evil to be removed is a common
evil; that the object to be attained is a common good, and that opposition to intemperance
and all its hydra-headed evils is nothing less than the cause of humanity itself."

Later in their resolutions, the women paid tribute to the impetus given by the
Crusade. "Resolved, That the success of the Woman's Movement in behalf of the temperance
reform has given us substantial assurance that the traffic in intoxicating drinks and the
use of the same can and will be removed from the State and nation."
By late summer in 1874 the Temperance Crusade was probably dying down. The September
Advocate had an article on the situation in Cleveland and the influence of the crusading
women. Entitled "Woman's Work in Ohio," it read:
"The labors of the woman in the
temperance cause in Ohio have by no means ceased. In Cleveland they have established two
Friendly Inns for the sale of hot coffee and like refreshments, and are causing fountains
to be placed in different parts of the city. By their efforts many of the saloon keepers
and gamblers have been induced to sign the pledge and have been led to Christ.
"When the side-walk ordinance was enforced after the Cleveland riot, and the
proclamation had been issued forbidding crowds to gather on the streets, the Citizens'
Committee (composed of some of the best men of the city) called together a committee from
the Women's League and said: 'Ladies, if you will be perfectly law-abiding and refrain
from services on the side-walk, holding meetings only in places where you are admitted,
we will see that the Liquor laws are enforced as strictly as this seems to be by the
Mayor.' The women acceded. As a result of this agreement, eight hundred indictments of
liquor sellers are now pending before their Grand Jury."

