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HERE AND THERE
Rev. William Wager who passed away on June 27,
joined the Michigan Conference of the Methodist
Protestant Church 1938. He was one of the last of our
former M.P. ministers. We express the wish that
somebody may be inspired to write a history of that
Conference. We are glad for the M .P. contribution to
our modern Church. We have only partial sketches of
that Conference written by the late Rev. Charles Bragg.
Our Methodist General Conference has never met in
Michigan. Happily the North Central Jurisdiction
Conference will return to Michigan for a second time
next July at Adrian College Merillat Center.
The Second National Methodist Historical Convocation of the United Methodist Church was held at
Metropolitan Church, Detroit, June 28-July 1. The
Conference was outstanding. Michigan Methodists did
not distinguish themselves with an enthusiastic response. Attendance from our Conference included Mr.
& Mrs. Frank Crisman, Rev. & Mrs. Ronald Brunger,
Rev. Robert Selberg, Sharon Scott, Jeanne Thomas,
Louise Burin, Rev. & Mrs. Reginald Becker, Rev.
Roger Merrell, Rev. & Mrs. Tom Brown. Dr. William
Quick inspired the convocation with a moving &
prophetic sermon on Sunday morning. An English
lecturer and author, Dr. Alister McGrath gave three
lectures on the Importance of History. An outstanding
drama on Francis Asbury was given by three actors
from Seattle. We found the workshop on the diary of
Francis Willard very inspiring and moving.

WHAT DID WE CELEBRATE
AT ADRIAN 1991
Up to the time of the Uniting Conference of 1939 when
the Methodist Episcopal people joined with the Methodist Protestants to form "The United Church", the
Detroit Conference dated its sessions from the founding
of the Detro!! Conference in September 1856. Tiie i939
Detroit Conference was designated as the 84th session;
the 1939 Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church was called the 98th session. They joined
together to hold the "First Session of the Detroit
Conference of The Methodist Church" on June 23-25,
1939.
Then the 1940 session was also called the "First
Session" and that did not seem right at all. The 1941
conference was called the "Third Session" as our leaders
got back on the track.
The leaders of our Conference now began to think
about the matter. The 1939 event had been called a
Union, and the Methodist Protestants had been meeting
since 1842. The decision was made to switch the point
of origin. So the 1948 Conference became the 107th
Session, dated now from the first session of the Methodist Protestant Church Conference in Michigan.
The 1991 Annual Conference as we carefully told
inquirers at the Archives, was the 150th session but only
the 149th anniversary of the founding conference. Not
everyone was straight on this.
Our Conference is dated from the first small M.P.
Conference composed of only 8 ordained ministers
which met on July 14, 1842 in the hamlet of Franciscoville in Jackson County, 4 miles northeast of Grass
Lake. We have only a brief account in the M. P.
Minutes.
"The Ohio Conference of the Methodist Protestant
Church agreed with the said Proposition that if the
State of Michigan could fmd three Ordained Ministers
in the State they might form an annual Conference
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themselves. There was found at this call J.T. Pratt, Elder; Laban Smith, Elder; 0. Earles, Elder; James Gay, Elder; C.
Blake, Elder; J. Mulligan, Elder; E. Hall, Elder; B.F. Paris, Deacon.
There we agree to form ourselves into the annual conference, called The Michigan Annual Conference Methodist
Protestant Church embracing all the lower peninsula of Michigan and the First Northern tier of counties in the State
of Indiana.
Resolved: That we receive into this Conference on trial: W.W. Beardsley, C. Gregory, J.B. Wooster, A.L.
Warren, B. Bayn, R.C. Lanning, David Oaks, and S. Cranson.
Stationing Committee Report:
James Gay, President
Jackson County, J.T. Pratt & W.N. Beardsley
Missionary - Laban Smith, Franklin 0. Earles, Robert C. Lanning
Grass Lake, E. Hall & C. Blake
Laporte, G.B. Oaks & B.F. Paris
Adrian, J. Milligan
Lapeer, A.L. Warren
Livingston, B. Bayn
Resolved: That we use no alcoholic wine but that in all our services we get wine without spirit or use raisins
for to make the wine,
That we have no fellowship with slavery or slave holding in this conference.
Layman Delegates-- John Shafer, Lapeer; Harry Bronson, Franklin.
The First Methodist Protestant Church formed in the State of Michigan was formed at Franklin in August, 1840
of eight members: Rev. Laban Smith, Lydia Parkus, Chancy Moor, Harry Bronson, Mary Bronson, Nancy Smith,
Darwin Young, David Parkus."
We have the Methodist Protestant Magazine for the year 1842. We hoped it might have a further word or
description of the first Michigan Conference, but could not find it. At first the paper printed in Baltimore had agents
in all the states east of the Mississippi except Michigan. By Sept. 2, 1843 the paper had a Michigan agent-- G.B.
Wooster of Gull Prairie. Its interesting to recall that Gull Lake became finally the headquarters and camp and
conference center for the Methodist Protestants. The paper on Sept. 23, 1843 happily announced that the Methodist
Protestant Church was "flourishing gloriously in the State of Michigan", now with 1800 members.
HERE AND THERE
The Flushing Church is making plans for a year-long celebration of its sesquicentennial. Looking forward to
writing an adequate history, Rev. Gary Sanderson, Dean Bemis, and Bob McTaggart came down to Adrian on June
27, to do research in the archives. They worked in the memoirs of former pastors, dug out statistics of the church
through the years, and looked for pictures of their former pastors. They were very fortunate in fmding pictures. It was
a fruitful day, the three friends had a good time, and they were complimentary of our archives and the archivist's help.
Many of our churches ought to follow the Flushing example, and send a team of two or three researchers. For the
truth is that the majority of our churches have old histories or virtually no history. We heave found by experience that
larger groups of researchers are probably not as efficient as two or three.
The Executive Committee of the Friends of the Archives met on April 26, and raised the regular membership in
the Friends to $4 per year. The other classes of membership were left unchanged. With the passing of Ralph Harper,
we have only 4 Life Memberships held by Faye Stephenson, Mary Esther Reed, Rev. Douglas Mercer, and Rev. Ted
Townsend who is serving in Sierre Leone. In 1990 Ted Townsend sent a gift of$100 in honoroflOO years of ministerial
service in our Conference, given by the Townsend family; his grandfather Fred joined conference in 1890.
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In Memoriam: Ralph D. Harper (1900-1991)
Ralph Delmar Harper was born January 16, 1900, near Middleville, the son of William and Clara Howard Harper.
Both parents had been teachers; his father now was a farmer and active in state agricultural circles. Ralph graduated
from high school in Middleville in 1918; a major influence had been a hard Latin and English teacher. He then attended
Moody Bible Institute for two years.
In 1920 Ralph joined the Detroit Conference on trial and began his ministry with student charges while attending
the University of Michigan. He served Leoni for 3 years and rode the interurban cars west from Ann Arbor toward
Jackson. Next he served Dixboro 3 years; Plymouth Road was paved at that time with convict labor. In his senior year
he worked on "The Michigan Daily", a newspaper experience for which he was ever grateful afterwards. He went on
to get his Master's, and to work on his Ph.D.
Long after Ralph expressed his appreciation for master teachers whom he encountered. "My under-graduate work
included a number of advanced English and writing courses. Prof. Roy Cowden had a crooked index finger. In the
many personal interviews which were required, that finger would come down on a sentence or paragraph and he would
ask: 'Just what did you mean by that?' After a halting attempt of explanation, the directive was: 'Go and re-write it.
Make it say just that.' In philosophy, H.D. Parker 'taught me to look at paintings, listen to music, read poetry, drama,
fiction ."'
Ralph served the Manchester Church 1927-29. "The pressure of work on the Ph.D . was a day-after-day constant."
In 1929-30, Ralph Harper studied at three European Universities; the U. of Grenoble, the U. ofParis, and Heidelberg
University. He had an education equalled by few in the conference. He could readily call up examples from his classical
education.
Ralph has stated that a Sunday School teacher was the initial influence in his decision for the ministry. He was a
farmer who had what Wesley called "Enthusiasm", a genuine conviction of the importance of the Bible-Christian
message to people, human society, and the world. Dr. Arthur Stalker then near the end of his 25 year long pastorate
in Ann Arbor First, was a major influence in keeping Ralph in the ministry when he was tempted toward teaching.
In Paris in 1930, Ralph Harper married Marian Potter, who survives today. They had three daughters, Eleanor,
Clarice, and Margaret, and one son Lyle who today is in the Baltimore Conference. Ralph came back in 1930 to fmd
our country in a depression. He served two years at Port Hope. At Elkton, 1932-35, the banks closed. They took in
a dining room suite, dressed pigs and chickens which counted on salary; he hauled saw-mill wood to burn as fuel. At
Pontiac Oakland Park (St. James today) 1935-37, he experienced the sit-down strikes and the rise of the UAW-CIO.
Most of his men worked for Pontiac. "It was a rough struggle."
At Flushing 9 years (1937 -46), prosperity returned. "The chancel and organ were rebuilt; the mortgage was burned."
At Fenton 1946-52, the mortgage was paid; the church ran a splendid youth program. At Yale, Marion taught French
in the high school and worked in the town-school library. He served Taylor, West Mound, eleven years! "This was
suburban metropolitan Detroit, with all the problems of a new city. The counseling job with personality and moral
problems, was big. The new church was built. Small study-prayer groups and over 20 Visitation Teams contributed
to a good church program. Despite the pains of a buildingjob, these were good years." In 1968 he retired after48 years
in the conference. He served two years more at Vernon as a retired supply to round out 50 years of ministry.
From June 1970 through September 1980, Ralph served as our third conference archivist. His erudition and learning
were greatly admired by the college librarians. During these years he gave the following papers at annual meetings of
the Commission: "The Great Lakes", "Highlights of the 1872 Methodist Episcopal General Conference", "Glimpses
into an Era: The Ladies Repository", "John Wesley and the American Colonies", "Bishop Edgar Blake", "Unitas
Fratrum: The Moravian Church", and "History of the Chelsea Home After 1925."
Ralph D. Harper had many other credits to his ministry. He served 24 years on the Board of Ministry, 22 years in
conference and district camps, with two terms as dean. He served on the Commission on Minimum Salaries,
Conference Program Committee on Journal, on the Blue Cross-Blue Shield Committee, Christian
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Social Concerns, Committee on Standing Rules, Assistant Dean of the Area Pastor's School, and Michigan Council
of Churches.
Marion Harper had two hobbies, music and birds, so Ralph gave interest and time to them. He was interested in
gardening and rock collecting. Reading poetry, drama, and fiction, cultural events, trips, family events, were other
interests. All who knew Ralph marvelled at his broad interests and stores of knowledge. He enriched life for so many
of us!
In Memoriam: A. Douglas MacNaughton (1913-1991)
A. Douglas MacNaughton was born in New Haven, Ct., July 10, 1913, the son of Norman and Kathleen. He
graduated from high school in Chicago; he attended Adrian College and received his M.S. from the University of
Michigan. He attended seminary at Harvard and Yale, and later received his Ph.D. from the University of Chicago!
Doug was admitted into the North-east Ohio Conference in 1943. On May 19, 1944 he married Thelma Broadrick,
who survives today. They were blessed with three children. Doug served at the Wesley Foundation of Ohio University
1943-45; the Student Christian Foundation at Southern Illinois University 1945-48; and the Hoytville charge in Ohio
1951-56. He taught Religion at Defiance College 1946-61, and then became Professor of Religion at Adrian College.
Douglas MacNaughton was well respected and loved by his colleagues and students; the large attendance at his
Memorial Service in Adrian First United Methodist Church, testified to this. He was the author of The Methodist
Church in Michi2an· Twentieth Century, which was published in 1975. He often gave talks related to the College and
Michigan Methodism. In his last years he worked hard to complete a history of Adrian College. His hobby was
photography.
In 1983 Doug and Thelma MacNaughton initiated an endowed scholarship fund in honor of his parents, Adrian
residents 1930-51. Doug's father Dr. Norman MacNaughton taught psychology, religion, and philosophy at Adrian
College; he was also the minister of the Tecumseh Methodist Church for 9 years. In his last months, Doug fought a
courageous battle against that dread enemy, cancer. His familiar beloved face will truly be missed in the College and
in the Church and church history circles. Like the apostle Paul, he fought a good fight and blessed the world.
HERE AND THERE
In the 1842 Statistical Report of the Michigan Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church we find
that there were church buildings("Meeting-houses" they were called then, as in earlier Puritan times) in the following
charges: Detroit, Pontiac, Oakland, Romeo, Lakeville, Utica, Mt. Clemens, Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, Plymouth(2),
Shiawassee, Saline, Farmington ?, Marshall, Battle Creek, Coldwater, Albion, Homer(2), Jackson, Monroe,
Dearbomville(2), Tecumseh, Adrian, Kalamazoo(2), White Pigeon, Centerville, Edwardsburg, Niles, Prairie Ronde,
Saute Ste. Marie, and Kewawenon. A total of35 church buildings in 31 charges(the majority wee circuits, often large),
in the new state of Michigan in 1842. The question mark following Farmington, seems to suggest that the secretary
wasn't sure whether the church at Commerce was completed. The earliest Methodist conference records reported only
the membership of the charges. This is the first rather complete report in Michigan Methodism, reporting parsonages,
meeting-houses, the number of local preachers, the number of Sunday Schools and enrollment, and the number of
members.
Sharon Scott, Secretary-Treasurer of the Friends of the Archives, announced on June 4 that our membership has
fallen down of late to 100 members. The Friends were organized in 1972.
The Friends have helped at times when the budget has run low with the purchase of pertinent and available books,
and with book-binding; in the 1970's we were able to establish state historical markers at the Zeba Methodist Indian
Church and at the site of the early Methodist Mission at the Soo. Several years ago the Friends purchased the
microfilms of the first twenty years of the Western Christian Advocate, 1834-1853, and just recently the next twenty
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years of the same, 1854-1873. The Friends have earmarked $1,000 to begin the microfilming of early copies of the
Michigan Christian Advocate. We are exploring ways of accomplishing this, which would be a very valuable addition
for us, and for the Advocate as well. We invite you to
become a Friend of the Archives. Send you membership
or gift to Sharon Scott, 214 E. Michigan Ave., Clinton,
Consider joining the
Michigan 49236.

Friends of the Archives

Your editor is available at times for an historical
Today !
sermon, or for speaking on Methodist historical themes,
such as "Hardships of the Early Circuit Riders in Michigan", "Missionaries Who Traveled by Canoe and Snowshoe", "Those Indispensable Ladies, or The Beginning of the Women's Revolution in the Church", "Methodist Mission
to the Michigan Indians", "Women's Road to Ordination in Michigan", "Elijah Pilcher, Methodist Preacher Extraordinary", "Robert Strawbridge-- Unsung Hero of America!?- Methodism."
For nearly 5 years, Dorothy Reuter of Mt. Olivet Church, Dearborn, has been working on a History of our
Methodist Missions to the Indians in Michigan. She has travelled, visiting the Indian churches across our state and
. the Indian Workers' Conferences. She has done extensive research. Her book will give the history of this work, tell
what is known about former Indian churches no longer in existence, and trace the history of the churches which have
survived. We hope it will prove possible to publish this fascinating and complete work.
At our annual meeting on June 4, archivist Ronald A. Brunger announced that due to declining health, he would
resign his position on September 30, 1991, when he will have completed exactly 11 years as conference archivist.
Chairperson Richard Cheatham and the Commission accepted this, expressing deep appreciation and regret.
Our first archivist, or curator as he was called at first, was Dr. William C.S. Pellowe who served from 1957 until his
death in 1965, nearly 8 years. Before him for several years we hired a student at Adrian College to serve us. Dr. Frank
Stephenson our second archivist, served five years, 1965-70. Ralph Harper served for just over 10 years from June 1970
to September 30, 1980. We have been fortunate in archivists who have served for good periods of time.
Further Experiences of Rev . Grant Perkins in Europe and Michigan
In the May Messen~er we told of a book new to us, "For~otten is the Name, the Fascinating Story of the
Extraordinary Adventures, Life, and Ministry of Rev. U lysses S. Grant Perkins." Grant Perkins had become a
Methodist minister in response to his mother's dying prayer. Born in 1873, he lived as a boy the simple life of mountain
peopie in Kentucky. His father, a Methodist circuit rider, died when he was two years old, and his mother by the time
he was 17. He went into the army and served out west. In 1895 he entered a new mountain college, Union at
Barbourville, Ky. When the Spanish-American war broke out, Grant organized a company. All these eras of his life
are told of in fascinating detail in the biography written by his son.
In 1902 Grant Perkins entered Drew Seminary where he was a top student. He was an associate in a new York city
church. In 1905 he sailed to Europe. He was as student at Leipzig and reacted against German scholarship. Grant was
surprised to find a "tiny but sturdy minority of Methodist firmly in place all over Europe." Living in Saxony he found
that the Lutheran Church was established as the state church; Methodists were unwanted dissenters. In one place a
Methodist member died and the state church pastor forbade any funeral serve. This was obeyed except that prayer was
offered at the gravesite. For this the Methodist minister and the man in whose home the funeral took place were both
fined 20 marks. At another place, prayer was forbidden in the Methodist chapel, only singing and speaking were
allowed. When the Methodists came to the service, they prayed silently. A policeman noted this and the preacher we
fined 100 marks.
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Still the Methodist Church in Europe was growing. In June 1905 Grant stood with over a thousand people and
"heard the beloved hymns of his church sung by a choir of young German workers," and heard Bishop Burt preach.
He wrote: "Methodism is reaching the young people of manufacturing Germany, putting sunshine in their hearts, joy
on their faces, and songs on their lips. I have heard music before but these young people's choruses can soon make one
forget all but heaven."
A little later Perkins was appointed interim pastor of the American Methodist Church in Rome. On his way from
Germany in September 1905, he hiked through part of the Alps. This experience moved and influenced him. He wrote
an article about this experience which appeared in the March 1909 issue of the Methodist Review, entitled, "The Passing
of the Alps." Conservation was beginning to be a popular issue in America, pushed 'with "bully" vigor by President
Theodore Roosevelt.' In the Alps Perkins' soul was revulsed by the burgeoning of the modern tourist industry. He
wrote sadly: "There is but one chain of Alps, and here those whom nature inspires drink their fill. But the hotel has
become omnipresent. The tourists, sightseers, and loafers press closer and closer to the snows and the mosses, fill all
the space, and turn the world upside down for first class." Grant had a religious feeling about the Alps, and felt keenly
that "saving the wilderness and the sublime was necessary to save man."
Italy had become a nation after king Victor Emmanuel's soldiers under Garibaldi marched into Rome on September
20, 1870. With religious toleration, the Methodists arrived in Rome in 1874. The Methodists had built an imposing
. five story structure. It housed the American Methodist Church(English speaking), and Italian Methodist Church, a
book store, a publishing company for Italian church literature, classrooms and a dormitory, as well as the Methodista
Collegio to train young men for the ministry. Rev. Perkins took a train from Geneva to Rome. From the station in
Rome he took a horse cab to his destination, the Methodist Center at 38 Via Firenze.
Perkins began his new work in Rome with enthusiasm. His church served travelers and Americans living in Rome.
'He visited the hotels, knew the American ambassador, and met a different kind of American than he had ever known
well before, the rich cosmopolitan, the business man, the student, the diplomat and the vacationer, the kind of American
in Rome, once deftly painted by Henry James in his novel Daisy Miller.'
"He also met the young Italian ministerial students at the Methodista Collegio and practiced his faltering Italian on
them. He probably also knew Miss Italia Garibaldi, the granddaughter of the savior ofltaly, herself a Methodist and
principal of the Methodist school for poor girls in another part of Rome. He visited the Crandon School for Girls,
founded and supported by the Women's Foreign Missionary Society. A school so excellent that rich Roman families
often sent their daughters there."
"With his new friends, he watched Roman life from its sidewalk cafes, visited the old ruins of the forum, walked the
Appian Way, and viewed the Vatican and St. Peter's with mixed emotions. The magnificence of art and ancient
tradition he saw told such a different story of Christianity than did the log church at Bear Creek Chapel on
Meadowcreek. Even though God could comprehend both, the problem has always been that men could not. Grant
also studied at the American School of Classical Studies in Rome."
From Rome Grant left in February 1906 for a trip to the Holy Land, then under Turkish rule, which became "one
of the emotional high points of his life." He would never afterward forget the sights of Egypt, of Galilee, Nazareth, and
the Sea of Galilee. Nor Jezreel, the Vale of Dothan, Mount Gerizim, and Jerusalem. He landed in Boston on July 4,
and was in September at the Kentucky Annual Conference. In Kentucky he served the church at Latonia (now a part
of Covington) three years . He married a beautiful girl talented musically, Victorine McDaniel, on December 26, 1907.
In 1909 they transferred to the Detroit Conference and were appointed to Onaway. In the May Messen~er we read his
son's description of their first experience of Onaway.
In April 1910, Grant and Victorine Perkins were enjoying the Michigan North country and their new five-month
old son. That month an incident in the world trip of former president Theodore Roosevelt lifted the Methodist Center
in Rome, where Grant had served 4 years before, into world-wide prominence. Former Vice
President Charles Fairbanks had caused a sensation in the American press "by refusing to cancel a date to speak
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Further Experiences of Grant Perkins
at the American Methodist Church in Rome as a condition for being received by Pope Pius X." Knowing of this
incident, Roosevelt wrote the American Ambassador in Rome to arrange audiences for himself with the Italian king
and the Pope. The Vatican agreed and informed the ambassador that it hoped there would be no such incident as that
which made the reception of Mr. Fairbanks impossible. Roosevelt had no plans to address the Methodists, but did not
like being told what he could do. Messages were passed and to the surprise of the Vatican, he released them to the press.
There was a furor in the secular and religious press in America, France, and elsewhere. Roosevelt was a political
man and thoroughly enjoyed the furor. The furor lasted two months, then suddenly quieted down. Up in Onaway,
Grant Perkins gained local publicity by explaining the historical background of a conflict between the Vatican and the
state, and his experiences in Rome. Had Grant been in Detroit, he undoubtedly would have gained prominence in the
Conference from his travels and insights. But as it was, he gained only a local fame. Our biographer remarks that the
incident shows "that the newspapers of 1910 were just as likely to escalate an unimportant event so that it looked
important, as television often does today."
"Their years in Michigan wer~pleasant for Grant and Victorine. There was plenty of fishing in the spring_ and
hunting in the fall . The salary though never large was sufficient, and they leaned toward a very simple life. This was
acceptable because it gave Grant plenty of time for reading and study and removed the necessity of making extra money
for extra expenses. From 1909 until1915, Grant and Victorine, now with two small boys, Paul and Jack, lived in small
.. .. towns" in the lower peninsula and ministered to small Methodist congregations.
Grant Perkins, a big man originally from Kentucky, was obviously popular in Onaway. On a salary claim of$1 ,000,
he was paid $1,100. He reported 122 members for the Onaway charge, with three Sunday Schools, two senior Epworth
Leagues and one Junior League of 50, so the youth were prominent. At Vassar, 21 miles east of Saginaw on the Cass
River, Perkins had a salary of$1200 plus his parsonage valued at $100. He reported 358 members, two Sunday Schools
with 282 enrolled, and 50 members received on probation in 1913.
From 1913 to 1915 the family lived at Lake Orion, 11 miles north ofPontiac. Perkins called it a lake resort town.
Abut 1872 it had become a popular railroad and picnic point. When the electric interurban railway was built in 1898
between Detroit and Flint. it became a popular resort. Many cottages were built on the islands of the lake. The
Methodists had a summer Chautaugua program going for some years after 1900. In 1915 Grant Perkins still reported
a salary of$1300. He had an out appointment, the Howarth Church, 5 miles southeast. The two Sunday Schools had
an enrollment 264.
During this pastorate, a famous event in American history occurred on January 14, 1915. There had been
considerable unrest in America. "The inflation of the Civil War was followed by years of deflation. Most people had
less and less money for their needs and to pay their debts. And now they couid no ionger just pick up and get free land''
in the west. Mark Sullivan wrote of the situation: "The greatest single cause of the mood of irritation and unrest in
America in 1900 was the end of free land ... the increase in population out of proportion to the increase in gold( or
money) the oppressive practice of the railroads, the rise of trusts and monopolies, the growth of factory life, and the
power of organized wealth in politics. People felt they had no power over their own lives. (In many ways, the same
mood prevails in the 1980's.. )"
On January 14, 1915, Henry Ford suddenly announced that hours were to be reduced to eight a day, and the
minimum wage was to be five dollars a day. This was a sensation! Stirred by the event and perceiving a great
significance in it, Grant Perkins was stirred to write again for the Methodist Review. He told how Henry Ford and
James Cousens, the Secretary of the Ford Motor Company, had met on January 5 to perfect their plan for social
democracy. Hours were to be reduced, and wages increased to $5 a day. "The Ford announcement was a national
sensation and resulted in both public praise and private grumbling from Ford's fellow industrialists. Three years before,
he had won the Seldon patent suit .. an event that freed the entire auto industry from monopolistic control through
patents."

- 8 -

Further Experiences of Grant Perkins
"Grant wrote exultantly: 'God is still a factor in the world and keeps watch over his own. Sobriety, industry, and
thrift are to be taught through a sociological department to be established .. in the factory. The
laborer must establish the fact that he does not spend his money on riotous living. He must also have disposition to
save and prove the same by the addition of money to a savings account."'
Grant wrote further: "For a long time there has been a deep feeling in the real heart of America, the heart of the
square deal and fair play, that things were not going right in industrial America. Labor unrest and large dividends,
great wealth and pitiful poverty, are proofs of this. Contrary to Divine command, men laid up treasures on earth. If
they did not put their trust in riches, they put their riches in trusts ... The head of a factory often spends hundreds of
thousands of dollars on travels abroad and a private yacht, while the men who make his money often live without
common comforts. The allotments oflife are largely accidental. No man has the right to pride himself on winning great
wealth, when in the truest sense he did not earn it."
Grant mentioned a report from a Methodist social pronouncement which had told of a man who increased his
holdings $51,000,000.00 in six months, and said, "No one thinks this man earned this money. The conditions of our
industrial life simply made it possible for him to seize it. No Christian has the moral right to be very rich while millions
ofhis brothers are poor." Grant mentioned the effect of the Ford announcement. The next day, 10,000 men were at
the factory gates in Highland Park seeking a job with this fantastic wage of$5 a day. The next day there were 12,000
. _more. Ford announced they would take no more men. The pressure became so great "that hoses had to be turned on
to disperse the men." In this period, the social gospel sentiment was rising in the hearts of thinking church leaders.
Grant Perkins was clearly in this prophetic vanguard.
A year later tragedy befell the Perkins family. In January 1915, Victorine Perkins suddenly and unexpectedly died,
her malady undiagnosed by the hospital. Nearly 60 years later as her son Paul undertook the task of writing of his
father's life, he found a crumpled scrap of paper with a bitter note addressed to the hospital, but never sent. Her funeral
was held in the parsonage. The boys went to live with their maternal grandparents, the McDaniels in a red brick
Victorian home in Louisville. There in Cave Hill Cemetery, their mother's body had been buried.
The winter of 1915 was cold, lonely and unhappy for Grant at Lake Orion. "The parsonage, now empty, was still
painfully full of poignant memories-- her favorite teapot, a forgotten article of her clothing bringing tears .. recipes ..her
piano no longer filling the house with cascading notes. Only a house now, filled with black loneliness .. Grant knew
he could not stay at Lake Orion another year. His grief was too painful. And, because a minister in those days could
not really function without a family, he knew he had to re-establish his. At some Methodist meeting he met Lyla
Maxfield, the daughter of an Irish grocer at Brutus, Michigan. She was both a pianist and a singer. He was always
drawn toward women with musical talent, perhaps to compensate for his lack of it.
When they married in September 1915, she was twenty-one and he forty-two . Lyla must have for a moment,
hesitated to take on a full family and the demanding job of a minister's wife at the same time. But not for long, "She
was capable and she was aplomb at whatever she did."
"After their marriage, Grant was assigned to the Methodist Church at Houghton, on the wild and timbered upper
peninsula of Michigan. Houghton was then the center of copper mining. The open pits of the worked-out mines were
everywhere, awesome moonscapes to small boys, who sometimes crept to look over their dangerous edges. Granite was
everywhere, in the red stone in the church and other substantial buildings in town, in granite boulders cropping out of
the lawns. There was a huge one on one side of the parsonage, a mountain for boys to climb. It is till there, although
sunk a little more into the earth.
The Daily Min in~ Gazette, published every day in what was really a small town, reveals what an important industrial
center Houghton was. There were extensive stock and commodity reports in its columns. The editor interviewed the
new minister on Sunday, September 26, 1915. Grant was described as a "southern abolitionist" in family, and a Spanish
War Captain. The reporter concluded: "He is a big upstanding man, of athletic appearance and a good sense of
humor."
--TobeConcludedintheNovemberMessenger

