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CONVOCATION
NORTH CENTRAL JURISDICTION
.Lor_~- f i v_e_pe_r_s_on__s~attended
the Convocation at Ohio Wesleyan
University in Delaware, Ohio in
July.
Representing our Detroit
Conference were Ronald Brunger,
Hilda and Frank Crisman, Elizabeth
Gray and James Simmons. In addition
to receiving reports from each
conference represented we heard from
Dale Patterson, General conference
Commission on Archives and History.
We experienced an informative tour
of
the
West
Ohio
Conference
Archives.

September 1994
Method1st Church, The
Association and the
Church.

Evangel1cal
Evangelical

~---=-'...,.....ouj:

on July 8-11, 1995 the Convocation
will convene at Illinois Wesleyan .
The following year we are planning
on meeting in Wisconsin.

* * *
HERITAGE SUNDAY THEMES

The General Conference Commission on
Archives and History has published
the themes for the celebration of
Heritage Sundays for the next four
years.

Several presentations were enjoyed
which included accounts of some
United Methodist Witnesses for Jesus
Methodist Mavericks, the activities
Christ:
of James B. Finley (a colorful
1995 Founders
circuit rider, missionary, prison
1996 Laity
reformer and church official),the
1997 Women
beginnings of German Methodism and a
1998 Lay Preachers
b-~__,__.._·.rst
person ----dramatization- ~.J-J-----:----
Georgia Harkness.
* * *
We journeyed to several historic
places including the Wyandott Indian
Mission at Upper Sandusky,
the
Bishop
John
Seybert
Historical
Shrine (Evangelical Church), the
Flat Rock Home and Care Center
formerly known as the Ebenezer
Orphans Home. We also worshiped in
the Detterman Log Church which was
built in 1848. It is of an unusual
mortise-tennon construction.
On
these excursions we learned a lot
about the
early roots
of
the

LOOKING AHEAD
In your planning you might want to
consider looking ahead to the 50th

anniversary of
the Evangelical
United Brethren Church that will be
observed in 1996.
Begin now to
inform people about our roots from
the Evangelical and United Brethren
churches. My memory was stimulated
as I read in the November 30, 1946
issue of The Evangelical-Messenger
the following report by Edwin Frye
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entitled "The Evangelical
Brethren Church is Born."

United

This is Saturday, November 16, 1946.
The hour is 9:00 a.m. The place is
the First United Brethren church of
Johnstown, Pa.
Four hundred and
fifty delegates, officially chosen
by
the
United
Brethren
and
Evangelical
Annual
Conferences,
occupy completely the pews of the
spacious sanctuary, above which is a
beautiful and majestic dome filled
with many electric lights which
shine like the stars of heaven.
Hundreds of visitors from the city
and from near and distant places are
standing along the sides and in the
rear, and have filled completely
both seating and standing place in
the Sunday-school auditorium, which
opens into the sanctuary, and the
class rooms with still an overflow
in the basement.
Even the section
in the Sunday-school auditorium
reserved for general officers other
than the bishops and such as are
members
of
annual
conference
delegations, have been taken over by
visitors.
Approximately
2,000
people are present, according to
best estimates.
From where we sat could be seen one
of the magnificent windows of the
church, presenting a reproduction of
the most famous of the paintings of
the Lord's Supper, with Christ at
the center and his disciples grouped
about him at the table, proclaiming
its especially significant message
for such a day and such an occasion.
Powerful searchlights are trained on
the pulpit platform, where seats
have been arranged for the occupancy
of nine bishops. Numerous cameras,
for still and moving pictures, are
in evidence, some for newspaper and
magazine
purposes,
some
for
individual use.
At the pulpit are

microphones to carry the sound of
the voice to all parts of the
building,
and make
possible
a
recording for radio transcription
and for phonograph reproduction, and
for a broadcast from the local
station, WJAC.
A leader of song
stands
at
the
pulpit
and
microphones.
The air is electric.
Hearts are expectant.
This is the
day and this is the hour towards
which two great denominations, the
Church of the United Brethren in
Christ and the Evangelical Church,
have been moving for thirteen years
in negotiations and planning and
preparations.
And now the organist begins to play
in triumphant note the hymn, "Lead
on,
o King Eternal,"
and the
congregation
of
delegates
and
visitors unite in its singing, the
bishops, robed in their black gowns,
march in procession to the platform
and take their places. Then, while
official and news photographers snap
historymaking pictures,
the two
senior
bishops,
Clippinger
and
Stamm, shake hands, in demonstration
of the physical union of the two
churches.
Bishop Stamm,
stepping
to the
microphone, announces to the radio
audience the occasion,
and the
historical facts which lay back of
it, and presents Bishop Clippinger
as the presiding officer of the
morning, who leads in the program of
worship which has been prepared for
this hour,
embodying responsive
readings and hymns. Following this
the Bonebrake Theological Seminary
Choir is heard in an inspiring
selection.
Bishop Clippinger now reads the
"Declaration of Union," of 504
words, signed by the active and the
emeritus bishops of the Evangelical
Church and the Church of the United
Brethren in Christ, declaring that
"The Church of the United Brethren
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telephone book among the surnames
listed there.
Since most of the
specific place names in Cornwall
come from the old Celtic language of
Brython, nearly all the surnames
derived from specific places use the
old Celtic word for the place as a
prefix.

in Christ and the Evangelical Church
are now and shall be one church,
known as The Evangelical United
Brethren Church," and that "The
Evangelical United Brethren Church,
as thus constituted, shall be and is
The most common is Tre, meaning
the
ecclesiastical
and
legal
house
or
hamlet
and
we
have
successor
of
the
two
uniting
Trethewey, Tremain, Trescowthick,
Churches
in
accord
with
the
Trevillian, Trebilcock, Trecartin,
provisions and Basis of Union and
Trembath, Trewartha, Trestrail and
the Discipline-now i.n full force ana - - Trevithick.
The las:t'" part of the
effect."
name
describes
a
personal
characteristic
of
the
family.
"We will now proceed to organize the
However, many of these old Celtic
first General Conference of the
meanings have been lost.
Evangelical United Brethren Church,"
says the presiding officer.
There is the prefix Pen, meaning
head or top, found in such names as
And with that a new Protestant
Penrose (top of the heath), Penglase
denomination came to its birth,
(green top) and Pendarvis.
formed
by
the
union
of
two
denominations
having
a
similar
From the prefix Pol, meaning pool we
origin at nearly the same time in
have Polkinghorne (pool of, Kynhern
the great state of Pennsylvania,
(iron chief), Pollard, and Polglase
near the beginning of the Nineteenth
(green pool).
Century.
To hel·p recognize Cornish names in
our midst is this little verse; "By
* * *
Tre, Ros, Car, Lan, Pol, and Pen, Ye
OUR CORNISH HERITAGE
may know most Cornishmen."
The~ irst

United Methodist Church in
Iron Mountain forwarded to the
Archives for inclusion in their
church file a copy of •History and
Heritage
of
the
First
United
Hethodist Church, Iron Hountain
1881- 1991.• Within it there was the
following
informative
and
interesting account of a segment of
our Michigan Methodist heritage. It
is
entitled:
"LEGACIES
OF
THE
CORNISH MINERS."
The mines have closed down, the
miners have gone, but bits of the
Cornish Heritage still remain.
One evidence can be found

in the

The mines have long ceased to give
up thei7 rea iron ore, but
ne
culinary treasures which "Cousin
Jenny" left us appear in many local
kitchens
and
commercial
establishments.
Most well-known of these is the
pasty , a hot mea 1 so made to be
carried by miners down into the
mines.
Legend tells us the Devil
never crossed the Tamar ( the river
that separates Cornwall from Devon )
because Cornish women put everything
into a pasty and Satan wasn't going
to tempt fate.
If you would like to taste authentic
Cornish pastries, attend the Cornish

THE HISTORICAL MESSENGER
SEPTEMBER 1994
PAGE 4
Tea given each October by the United
Methodist Women of First Church.
Leave your diet at home and sample
scalded cream on apple tart, seedy
buns, saffron buns, currant cookies,
and hot potato cake.
The greatest legacy the miners left
is the little white Methodist Church
on Fourth Street still preaching and
teaching after 110 years; and every
year at Christmas time the church
choir still sings the old Cornish
carols, heralding Jesus' birth.

* * *

were saved and are still in use in
the present building which was
dedicated January 25, 1920 by Bishop
J.S.
Henderson ,
as
the
Meade
Community
Church.
District
Superintendent E.J. Warren was also
present at the dedication.
Services were held in the Community
Hall during the re-building of the
present church, which is of brick
construction, with no belfry. Many
friends of the church as well as
members helped both in work and
funds.
A home-Coming service has
been held many years since.
The first Women's Society of the
Meade Church was organized in 1896
under the name of "Royal Helpers"
with about 35 members.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS WRITES HISTORY

Histories of churches can originate
from many differing sources. In the
church file for the Meade Methodist
Church
I
found
the
following
handwritten account:
The following history of the Meade
Methodist Church was compiled by the
intermediate Sunday School class of
1958-59 under the direction of their
teacher Mrs. Lewis Kitley.
In the year of 1855 the people of
Meade,
then
called
Crawford
Settlement, felt the need of a
church. Prior to that time, church
services v1ere held in the school
house.
The church grounds were purchased
from James Jones.
The steeple was
put on when Elder Moore was pastor.
In 1907 the bell was purchased from
the Presbyterian Church of Mount
Clemens. In 1912 the horse shed was
built and later a community hall was
added above it. New seats were also
added to the church at this time.
In 1918 the church was struck by
lightening and burned.
The seats

In recent y ears we have added a
Baldwin electric organ, which was
dedicated at Home-Coming service on
a Sunday in October 1955. At this
date, March 1958, we have nearly
completed the installation of a new
hot
water
furnace,
and
the
remodeling of the kitchen.
The hall and the horse shed was torn
down after the present house of
worship
was
completed,
as
the
automobile had taken the place of
the horse and buggy.

* * *
QUEEN ESTHER CIRCLE

Were you ever a part of a Queen
Esther Circle? Do you know anything
about its history?
Your Archivist
is aware of its existence, but
couldn't locate anything concrete.
Any anecdotes,
reminiscences or
history will be welcome.
Della
Walburn wrote the following letter:
anything
in the
"Do
you have
Archives about the Queen Esther
Circle? I belonged to it in 19271930 at the Methodist Church in
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Freeland.
I've mentioned it to
several people who have never heard
of it.
There were several in the
Saginaw Bay district and we had
rallies in the bigger churches."

* * *
YOUR ARCHIVIST'S BEAT

Elmer
Highland Park First
Highland Park Trinity
Nardin Park
Plainfield
Port Sanilac
Preston
Waterman

* * *
TIME TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP
FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES

I

never cease to be amazed at the
The membership dues contributed to
o_f inquirieS-that come~-.1~---the--F-:rE'ien~-he-Areh-ives--do- max.e~
the Archives. A person was looking
a big difference.
This Historical
for the words and tune for a hymn.
Messenger is an important channel of
Another wanted to know the location
communication
and
it
is
made
of the Archives for the former
possible by the Friends. They also
Evangelical United Brethren Church.
provide research and reference tools
An inquirer wanted to know how to
for use within the Archives.
receive
"The Historians Digest."
Another inquired about Methodist
Our fiscal year begins in June and
Protestant history in Ohio. One
we do need the boost that comes from
person inquired about which records
your
dues.
The
membership
to preserve.
Another asked for
categories are:
guidance on the duties for a new
church historian.
$100.00
LIFE
REGULAR
4. oo per year
Other requests involved:
SUSTAINING
10. 00 per year
MINISTERS
SUPPORTING
25. oo per year
Jonathan Burtch Atchinson
Andrew Jackson Bigelow
Send your dues to the Treasure:
John Fry
Sharon Scott
Samuel Graves
214 E. Michigan Avenue
Hess
Clinton, Michigan 49236
vari~ty

--~~l~xander- Johnson-H~lmes

George John Kirn
Jacob Frederick Kirn
John Kirn
George Maddox
David McMichael
Phillip Pohly
Lewis Soldam
Hugh Walker
William c. Way
H. Vaughn Whitehead
CHURCHES
Adrian, First
Ann Arbor, West Side
Byron
Campbell Memorial
East Deerfield

* * *
OSCEOLA REMINISCENCES
Preachers kids can often tell us a
lot
about
a
church.
While
researching the life of a former
Conference Cane holder Samuel Graves
I came across the following story.
The Osceola church,on the Hartland
charge,
held
a
memorial
and
dedication service on January 11
{1930 or 1931}. New electric lights
were dedicated and old memories
recalled. District Superintendent
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Dunning
Idle
preached
the
anniversary sermon, and Pastor
A.C. Thompson of Hartland was in
charge.
Not the least event was the reading
of a paper by Miss Isabelle Horton,
now of Lake Bluff, Illinois, a woman
of whom all Methodism is proud. Her
father was the first pastor.
Miss Horton's Story
A double log house, one-half mile
directly north of the new Osceola
Hardy church was my home or the
first eighteen years of my life. In
the spring roses and lilacs crowded
up around the door, and great
bunches of dark red peonies grew in
the grass of the front yard. A rail
fence separated the yard from the
highway and a set of "bars" gave
access to the public.
My father, Rev. John G. Horton,
worked his farm through the week and
preached on Sundays. Sunday School
and preaching services were held in
the "Browning School House," and the
minister appointed by the Conference
and my father preached on alternate
Sabbaths.
One of my earliest
recollections is of hearing my
father talk of the possibilities of
a new church somewhere in that
neighborhood,
It was one of his
dearest dreams.
Driving about the
country
with
his
farm
horses
harnessed to the old farm buggy, he
would point his whip toward some
sightly corner and say: "That would
be a fine site for a church.
I
think we might get it for that
purpose when the time comes."
Quite early in the spring of 1870
the time came.
Father and the
circuit preacher were sitting before
the wood fire in our living room

talking earnestly. Presently father
said, "Well, if you think that as a
neighborhood we are ready to build a
church, I' 11 let our new house go
and put all the money and time I can
spare into that." We children had
cherished dreams of a fine new home
to take the place of the old log
one, but at that moment our dreams
went up in smoke. for father's word
was law and gospel to us.
Things moved apace during that
summer and the church went up
rapidly, or so it seemed to us.
Father was chairman of the board of
trustees and seemed to be in on
everything. People used to pr9test
at the recklessness with which he
clambered over the skeleton frame
work of the building from basement
to ridge pole. He was then at the
advanced age of fifty-eight.
One
feature, especially, of the new
building
was carried out at his
urgent request.
This was the wide
aisle
up
the
center
of
the
auditorium room.
He wanted it
sufficiently wide to permit, on
funeral occasions, the carrying of
the coffin up to the altar and back
without jostling.
When it was decided to build a
church, father had hastily put up an
addition, consisting of a room. and
two small bedrooms, onto our log
house. This was to provide for the
extra demands made by the new
enterprise upon our already free
hospitality. Many people engaged in
the work shared our home that
summer, and when the great day of
the dedication arrived we had the
honor of
entertaining the
two
Detroit pastors who were out for the
occasion.
one was a "presiding
elder" named Blade, and the name of
the other was Way. They introduced
themselves
with
the
witticism:
"This is the Blade that cuts the
Way."
{To be continued}

