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Hertha

Laupmanis will
at 11 a.m.

make

her

presentatio~

It doesn't cost anything but
your time and presence
So come at 9 a.m. on June 4 to the
Stephenson Alumni Lounge in No rth
f{all on the Adrian College campus
a~d participate in an exciting preAnnual Conference meet ing . Not one
qut two outstanding speakers will
make presentat ions.
Susan
Pellowe
from
Evanston ,
Illinois , will inspire us as she
shares some of her knowle dge of the
Wesley family. She is a speaker who
is
in great demand.
We are
fortunate to have her with us th is
day.
Hertha
Lauprnanis
is
the
other
speaker. She, also, is very popular
as
she
makes
presentations
throughout Michigan. Those who have
had the privilege of hearing her
presentations have given glowing
reports. This is an opportunity you
will not want to miss.
EVERYONE is welcome to this annual
experience . of deepening our grasp ~f
our Wesleyan heritage.
Lucille
Ogden _of Port Huron, will bring the
devotions .. at . 9: 30 a.m.
Susan
Pellowe ~ will speak at 9:45 a.m. and

* * * *
50th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH

You are cordially invited to share
in a 50th anniversary remembrance of
the creation of The Evangelical
United
Brethren Church.
This
observance
will
take
place
in
Dayton, · Ohio ,
which
house
the
national
headquarters
for
this
denomination.
It was also the
location for the church's publishing
house
and what
is
now United
Theological
Seminary,
the
only
autonomous continuing seminary of
the EUB Church.
The formal program will begin on
Saturday,
November 16,1996,
the
precise date and day of the week of
church union ~ fifty years earlier.
The
Keynote
Address
will
be
presented
by
Bishop
Paul
W.
Milhouse, who was a - delegate at the
first EUB · General - Conference at
Johnstown,
P~nnsylvania · in 194~. ·
Several . . p_apers :
highlighting
distinctive asp~c~s of EUB practice,
belief, _ piety, and , mission , will be
presented.
There ~ will be a hymnsing and -. wor~hip se._r_vic;e : typical of
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the tradition.
This occasion also serves as the
annual meeting of the Historical
Society of The United Methodist
Church.
The Center for EUB Heritage, United
Theological
Seminary,
and . the
Historical Society of the United
Methodist Church would be pleased to
have you join them on this special
occasion, as we pay tribute to and
learn from the distinctive history
and heritage of the Evangelical
United
Brethren
Church.
Registration
information
is
available from your Editor.

* * * *
THE EVANGELICAL CHURCH

[Your
Editor
discovered
the
following historical sketch of - The
Evangelical Church in the 15th
anniversary booklet of Harper Avenue
Evangelic;:al Church in Detroit.
It
was written in 1931 and helps us
grasp some of the heritage of the
Evangelical Church]
In 1790 Jacob Albright,
then a
successful
brick
and
tile
manufacturer in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania,
was
led
into
a
thorough religious life through the
death of his children . He met with
a Methodist Lay preacher and found
needful sympathy and help. This led
him to study the Methodist polity
and doctrine, and he : was received
into the Methodist Epi scopal Church:
Owing to a - severe · illness~ he : was
led to ·undertake -the evangelization
of the German people. : He began- his
work in October, 179 6;
He carried

on
his
work
with
marve lou s
enthusiasm and success.
At this
time the Methodist Episcopal Church
did not propose entering the GermanAmerican
field,
so
that
this
energetic
lay
evangelist
was
compelled to organize his societies
on an independent footing. In 1803
his congregation formed a church
similar in polity and doctrine to
the Methodist Episcopal Church .
In
1807, a Conference was held at which
Albright was ordained Bishop.
In
his extensive travels throughout the
German
settlements,
Albright
introduced a new era into the
history of these colonists.
His
saintly and beautiful life is a
legacy of unspeakable value .
He
died at Muhlbach, Pennsylvania, May
8, 1808. The successors of Albright
possessed his spirit, insisting upon
thoroughness in religious experience
and gave thems elves zealously to the
promotion of the cause which had
been Providentially committed to
their hands.
A missionary zeal
animated both ministry and laity and
hence they soon pushed forward into
adjoining states beyond the borders
of Pennsylvania, ministering to all
classes.
Eventually did the work
spread Westward and State after
State was reached and entered by
these pioneers with a living gospe l.
Michigan was entered i n the year
1839 through the labors of Solomon
Altimos and became a Con fer ence in
the year 1863. In the year 1837 the
church crossed over into Canada
where
we . now . have
a
strong
constituency.
In 1850 the first
missionaries were sent to Europe
where we now labor in five different
countries. rn· 1875, Japan was taken
up as a mission field, ·' and in · the
year 1900 our · first . missionaries
entered . China.
The._. year 1926 . was
one of notable anniversaries. · I t
marked the oone hundred and twenty- .
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fifth year in our denominational
history;
the
seventy- fifth year
since we began in Europe,
the
fiftieth year since we entered
Japan , and the twenty-fifth year
since
the
beginning
of
our
missionary activities in China. The
Evangelical Church always has been
and is still most emphatically a
mis sionary church .
The government of The Evangelical
Church is Episcopal in form.
The Evangelical Church has never had
any connection with nor is it
similar to any Lutheran body or the
Evangelical Synod.
The Evangelical Church has thirteen
churches with greater Detroit , all
of
which
are
sharing
the
responsibility
of
spiritual
leadership and the teachings of the
Word of God .
We are vitally
concerned in the spiritual growth of
our youth.

* * * *
CORNERSTONE REVELATIONS
HENDERSON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

[Jean Wightman of the Henderson
United Methodist Church forwarded to
the Archives an interesting article
written in 1979 entitled "Church
Cornerstone
Removal
Reveals
Interesting Articles." Do you know
wha t the cornerstone of your church
bui lding contains? A brief history
of the Church preceeds the article.]
{Methodism was started in 1848 in
the surrounding area of Henderson.
It
was
called
the
Kelley

appointment.
In 1852 the Rev. John
Lovington reorganized the class as
the Methodist Episcopal Society,
also
known
as
the
Jewett
appointment .
The preaching was done in various
schools.
The first class near
Henderson was organized at Rush
Center in 1866.
After various pastors the church
edifice
was
begun
under
the
leadership of Rev. W. H. Hicks in
1879 .
It was built on the ground
that it now occupies . The building
complete in all its appointments
cost fif t een hundred dollars.
A
Sabbath- School was connected with
the church, in which t h e Society of
the
Disciples
united with
the
Methodist Episcopal Church.}
Henderson, June 5, 1937 -- This week
work was s t arted on the building of
a basement under the Methodist
Episcopal Church. I t was necessary
to
remove
the
old
wall
and
cornerstone and the latter found to
contain an old rusty tin box filled
with very interesting data, which
was put there at the laying of the
cornerstone on May 3, 1879.
Among the contents of the box was
the history of the building of the
church up to the laying of the
cornerstone.
The pastor,
Rev.
H. W. Hicks, who also preached at the
New Haven and West Haven charges,
delivered his sermon in Henderson
from the school house for several
years and at that time only a few
members lived in the vicinity. They
were Mr. and Mrs . John Goodwin, Mr
and Mrs . Andrew Goodwin, Mrs. Sally
Hayt, and Lucius Root .
At one of
the group meetings they decided to
try to build a church and
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subscriptions were taken not only
for money but for materials and
labor as well. A lot was purchased
from Charles Henderson for $40 on
February
19
and
F.
Seelhoff,
mason,superintended the construction
of the wall.
By this time the
church members already numbered 30 ,
with Ernest David, class leader, and
John Goodwin, steward.
Other contents of the box are the
following: A Bible, latest edition;
hymn book; Discipline, dated 1876;
minutes of the fall conference and
minutes of the Detroit Conference of
1878; Methodist Almanac; copies of
several religious publications and
daily newspapers ; handbill notice of
the
cornerstone
laying
and
a
program; written history of the
enterprise up to May 3, 1879; names
of pastor, presiding elder, building
committee,
and
a
list
of
the
subscribers to the building fund and
the amount subscribed by each.
A number of coins including a dime,
dated 1823, a half dime , dated 1835;
three- cent silver piece, dated 1862;
six pennies, 1879, and two - cent
Canadian piece, dated 1837, supposed
to be in the box were not found.
This may have been due to the rusty
condition of the box and they may
have been lost when the box was
removed from the wall.
A ten cent
script commonly called a
"shin
plasteru was found with the papers.
In the markets quoted in the "Owosso
Press,u eggs were selling at seven
cents a dozen, lard at five and six
cents a pound, butter at 12 and 14
cents a pound, potatoes at 60 cents
a bushel, dairy cheese at 10 cents a

pound, hay at six and eight dollars
a ton, buckweat at $2.50 a bushel,
and wheat for 95 cents a bushel.
Beef steaks were eight to ten cents
a pound; fresh pork, six to eight
cents a pound, and mutton, five to
12 cents a pound .
All of the papers along with the
"shin plasteru and a collection of
1937 newspapers, coins, pictures and
other items of interest will be
returned to a tin box and replaced
in
the
cornerstone
when
the
remodeling
of
the
church
and
basement is completed in the near
future.

* * * *
ARCHIVES ACTIVIT IES

During this quarter there have been
several
valuable
packages
of
materials
forwarded
to
and
accessioned into the collection of
the Archives. Some examples are:
A)
From the United Methodist
Union of Greater Detroit we received
some of the records and historical
papers for the now closed Magnolia
United Methodist Church.
B) The membership and charge
conference records for the closed
Ogden United Methodist Church were
deposited with the Archives.
C) Bob Osborne of the Macon
Un ited Methodist Church brought up
to date their church history .
D)
Reverend
Dwayne
Bagley
forwarded
several
old
pictures
concerning
the
Flint
District
ministers which were taken about
1890 .
E)
First
United
Methodist
Churc h of Mount Clemens forwarded
their
booklet
"175
Years
of
Methodi sm.u
Among the interesting researches
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done by visitors to the Archives was
one on the Ante Bellum Movement and
Michigan Methodism.
HELP is needed to complete one
inquiry.
Ann Arbor West Side will
be celebrating its anniversary this
fall. It was formerly a part of the
German
Conference.
They
are
considering having a part of a
worship service in German. Problem
is I have not been able to locate a
book of worship written in German.
Does anyone have one?
The inquiries this quarter have been
varied and interesting. Among them
are the following:
MINISTERS
ANDREWS, Fred
BUNGE, Wilhelm
CLEMO, William C
FARRINGTON, Robert T
FRARY, George
JONES, Peter
LOCK YEAR
OSBORNE, William H
SNIDER, John
STIDGER, William L
STIDGER,William
STRIKE, James J.
STUBBS, Edsel
WILSON, John
CHURCHES
ANN ARBOR, WEST SIDE
BAY CITY, THOBURN
BAY MILLS INDIAN MISSION
CANADAIGUA
DETROIT, BETHLEHEM
DETROIT, BOULEYARD TEMPLE
DETROIT, SHILO
DETROIT, SIMPSON
HENDERSON

HOAGLAND' S CHAPEL (OHIO, MPC)
HURON CITY
LONG RAPIDS
ORTONVILLE
RIVER ROUGE, EPWORTH
STONEY CREEK
TAMARACK
WESTLAND, ST. JAMES
WILLOBROOK

* * * *
JURISDICTION CONVOCATION

You
are
invited
to
come
to
Plattevi l le, Wisconsin July 8- 11 for
the
North
Central
Jurisdiction
Archives and history Convocation.
It will open with a banquet at 5:30
p.m. featur i ng a presentation by Dr.
Tom Landeen e n titled "Freedom in the
Area."
There
will
be
other
presentations that highlight the
United Brethren Church and a panel
on "Women in Ministry ." The $125.00
fee covers l odging, meals, bus tour ,
and the program.
Thi s is a real
bargain.
I have always come from
these
convocation
i nspi re d
and
renewed. You may receive a brochure
from you r Editor.

* * * *
APRIL COMMISSION MEETING

The
Conferenc e
Commission
on
Archives and History me t on April 22
at the Flushing United Me thodist
Church.
Plans for the June 4
meeting
were
finalized.
Recommendations were made to be
submitted
to
the
Conference
Nominating Committee to bring up to
five
t he
number
of
persons
representing our Conference on the
Michigan
Area
United
Methodist
Historical Society. The 1996 budget
was revised to fit into the 1996
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We perfected the
draft of the Mission Statement for
the Commission on Archives and
History. We established a plan f or
the establishing of the by laws for
the Commission .
James A. Dodd was
elected chairperson and Robert Boley
was elected Secretary for the next
quadrennia beginning in 1997.
We
projected a plan to provide a
certificate
of
recognition
to
churches
when
they
celebrate
anniversaries.
The fall planning
session for the Commission will be
September 16 at the Flushing United
Methodist Church.

* * * *
FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME

June is the beginning of our fiscal
year. The continued publication of
this
Historical
Messenger
is
dependent upon the receiving from
interested persons what is called
"dues."
The "Regular" category is
currently $4 . 00 per year .
I would
hope that many of you would consider
moving
up
to
the
"Sustaining"
category which is only $10.00 for a
two year membership.
The membership categories are:
$100.00
LIFE
$4.00 yearly
REGULAR
SUSTAINING
$10.00
$25.00
SUPPORTING
Make checks payable to "Fri ends of
the Archives" and mail them to:
Sharon Scott
214 E. Michigan Avenue
Clinton, Michigan 49236

* * * *

BETHEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

[On August 13, 1995 this church
celebrated its lOOth anniversary.
Ruth McConnell forwarded a history
of the church of which the following
is a part.]
Two years before the Dedication of
this church a group of neighbors met
occasionally
in
homes
to
sing
Christian hymns under the leadership
of Mr. William Parker , a layman from
caro . They called themselves Lend A
Hand Society.
They decided to procure the services
of
a
Methodist
minister
which
resulted in many expressing a desire
to be baptized.
The baptism took
place in July, 1894 at Bay Park,
Michigan .
These people became
the charter members and the nucleus
of the Bethel Church .
Upon the
suggestion of their lay leader, Mr.
William Parker, they decided to
organize themselves into a church
and call it The Bethel Church .

Mr . and Mrs. Shaver gave almost an
acre of land on the corner of
Unionville and Darbee Roads, Almer
Township, for the church grounds,
with the condition that a church be
erected within a reasonable length
of time.
The Bethel Church was
dedicated on Sunday, August 15,
1895.
The Bethel Church was part
various different charges.

of

A basement was built for the church
and dedicated on October 22, 1950.
Loyd Petiprin was chairman of the
building committee.
Many chicken
and fish suppers were held in the
basement in the 1950's sponsored by
the Young Adult Group, Kum Dubl.

