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MEETING

This meeting is open to everyone
interested in archives or history .
We will among other things preview
the new video entitled MEMORY AND
MINISTRY: CARING FOR YOUR CHURCH'S
HERITAGE .
There
will
be
a
fellowship time beginning at 9 am on
June 3rd in the Stephenson Lounge of
North Hall. There will be a time to
sha r e some innovative things you
have or plan to do within your
church concerning i t' s heritage . We
will conclude in time to have lunch
and be at the opening session of the
Annual Conference at Adrian College .

* * *
AZALIA CHURCH HAS "ALL NIGHT"
VISITOR

[Stories , like the following , are
often repeated time and again .
Using humor is a great way to get
people to perk-up and listen to
church history . We received at the
Archives a newsletter " The Mustard
Seed Dream Reporter " a publication
of the Azalia and London United
Methodist Church.
In it Jacqueline
Fouts wrote the
following true
account . )
Driving

up

to

Azalia

Church

one

re cent Sunday morning, I only saw
Karen Cymbola's car, parked in her
usual spot.
I entered the church ,
hung up my jacket and heard Karen
t alking
I assumed she was on the
phone .
As I turned from the coat
rack , I heard a soft whisper ... it
was Karen saying: "Jackie, is that
you?" " Jackie there's a squirrel in
the church !"
Just then , I saw a squirrel scurry
into
the
church
offi ce.
He ... she ... it whatever was at least
three feet long!
I quickly went
over and shut the office door.
Karen had climbed to the top of the
stairs ... and she was shaking worse
than 6 lambs in a lions den . I told
her that the squirrel was in the
office and that I wasn't going to
let go of the doorknob.
The next
question was: "Now what shall we
do?"
Wilbur and Arlene arrived .
Arlene
went into the sanctuary ... and Wilbur
tried to make suggestions as to what
could be done .
A few more people
came in the front door , and hurried
into the sanctuary when they heard
what was going on. No one wanted to
go into the office with the squirrel
in there .
Karen

was

seriously

biting

her
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showed up . . .

fingernails ... ! began to wonder if
she would have any left . Karen
decided it migh t help if we got a
person of considerable stature to
help ... she phoned t he Massey's, but
no one was home.
Karen then said,
"I'll call Larry (Karen's husband)."
By
the
t i me
Larry
arrived,
a
barricade of chairs and a rug had
been built in front of the basement
sta irs,
and
the
doors
to
the
sanctuary
had
been
pushed
shut .. . Larry took over my role as
"holder of the doorknob" . .. ! went to
guard the sanctuary doors . I felt a
bump on my back.
It was Karen
pushing on the sanctuary doors.
She
had come up the back stairs .
She
was still shaking .. . but she was not
about to miss anything that happened
"out there" (which was really "in
there" ... it
was
all
pretty
confusing) .

In postscript : Karen was on call for
her job tha t morning ... and just as
she starte d down the stai rs to the
church basement to make coffee , h e r
beepe r went off .
She went to the
down stair s phone to call her job,
she dialed the number , turned a r ound
as the phone a t the other end began
to ring , and she saw the "all-night"
visitor s itting on the floor behind
the kitchen counter .
Just as the
person at he r job pic ked up the
line , Karen screamed . . . then y e lled
into the phone , "There's a squirre l
in the church! "
I understand the
o ther
person
replied,
"So,
Karen . . . why are you calling to tell
me th is?"

Meanwhile, sti ll other folk were
arriving for church, but stayed
outside when they heard what was
going on inside .
The along came
John . . . De Vee that is.
John braved
the office door and went in to
confront
the
squirrelly
visitor ... who had hidden behind the
copy machine , but only after doing
some
messy
business
on
the
typewriter .
John shooed the furry, four legged
vi sitor out of the office ... it made
a flyi ng leap to the top of the
banister (oh,no! I thought ... not to
the
basement,
again!) ... then
it
dashed out the front door and went
across the street toward the Noble's
(perhaps the creature was one of
Bill's regulars) .
Whew!
That was enough excitement
for a Sunday morning ... the preacher

* * *
GOING WEST IN JULY?

De stinat ion :
Date: July 7
Housing/Food :
Buffalo

Bismarc k , North Dakota
through 10
Bismarck State College
feed at Camp Lehr

Tours :
Fo r t Lincoln
Lawrence Welk Home
Lehr Tabernacl e (at former
Evangelical campground)
a Buffalo Ranch
Papers:
" Lew i s and Clark came this way"
"Why was Custer here anyway ?"
What : North Central Jurisdiction
Archives and History Convocation .
Cost: $120 . 00 for room, board ,
tours a nd programs. A bargain!
Contact: Archivist, Jim Si mmons

* * *
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SUMMER SIGHTSEEING
IN NORTH DAKOTA,OHIO AND
MICHIGAN

"Come aboard! This United Methodist
History Tour Bus could take us 'to
373
"official attraction in 44
states ,
Canada and England . .. ' "
(Interpreter , April 1997)0ne of our
stops could be Lehr , North Dakota
about 50 mile from the Lawrence Welk
Homestead.
The
April
1 997
issue
of
the
Interpreter highlight several United
Methodist Historical Sites .
About
Lehr Tabernacle it writes:
"German immigrants arrived in this
area in the late 19th century,
escaping from the hardships of the
Ukraine where they had previously
settled , and united with members of
the
Evangelical
Church,
who
eventually
established
some
50
congregations within an 80 mile
radius of Lehr .
In 1921 ,
the Evangelical Church
formed a Camp Meeting Association
and built a tabernacle where people
could gather for several days of
preaching and spiritual experiences.
The tabernacle's unusual design,
credited to Rev. A.H.Ermel, is that
of a wooden octagonal hall that
originally seated 1, 500.
When
concrete was laid over the dirt
floor and church pews replaced the
wooden benches ,
the seating was
reduced
to
800.
Today,
Lehr
Tabernacle, a part of the United
Methodist Camp Ground , continues to
host camp meetings , music festivals ,
family reunions and youth camps ... It
is all a living reminder of the
heritage
of
German - Russian
Evangelicals and a vibrant ministry

of the Dakotas Conference."
If you don ' t want to go as far as
North Dakota you might want to visit
the United Methodist Historical Site
at L' Anse , Mi chigan "where in 1832,
an Ojibwa named John Sunday arrived
from his native Canada to preach.
He and his followers built a church,
a school house and a parsonage. The
present sanctuary, built in 1888, is
the meeting place for the Zeb a
Indian Church , and is especially
known for its week long summer camp
meetings .
Every evening,
the
worship service closes with the
doxology and benediction given in
the Ojibwa language." (Interpreter,
April 1997 " )
If
you
want
to
go
South
to
Westerville, Ohio you would come to
" Otterbein
Co llege ,
the
first
college established by the Church of
the United Brethren in Christ ...
One of Otterbein's founders was
Bishop William Hanby (1808-1889) ,
who,
as editor of the church's
newspaper,
Religious
Telescope,
advocated
for
social
reform,
including abolition . His home , now
called Hanby Ho use, became a shelter
for black men and women escaping
from slavery along the Underground
Railroad . "
(Interpreter,
April
1997)
Bishop Hanby ' s son Benjamin was the
composer of "Darling Nellie Gray."
Bishop Hanby' s daughter Amanda Hanby
Billheimer became the first woman
foreign missionary of the United
Brethren Church .
Ask your minis ter to share his/her
copy of the April 1 997 Inte rpreter.
It
con t ai ns
much
ma t erial
of
i nterest to Commi ttees on Archive s
and History.

* * *
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CHURCH HISTORY ON THE WEB

[I was checking out the Michigan
Church pages on the Web when I
discovered that Royal Oak First
United Methodist Church Web page
included
a
brief
historical
statement. A unique and appropriate
innovation .
Those churches that
have Web pages might want to follow
suit.
The
following is their
historical statement.]
Royal Oak First United Methodist
Church has been a foundation of the
south Oakland county area since the
founding of the congregation in
1838 .
The earliest buildings for
the church were constructed on the
same land that the present sanctuary
occupies this day.
The first
structure for worship was begun in
1842 and dedicated in 1843 on the
corner of Washington and Seventh
streets . The parsonage was located
just to the north of the sanctuary .
With t he growth of the Royal Oak
area in the middle part of the 19th
century , the church could no longer
support the number of wishing to
worship in our facilities .
The
second sanctuary was dedicated in
1894 at a cost of approximately
$5,000 . 00.
The third growth period was just
after the first World War.
Plans
were drawn in 1915 and included a
wing on Seventh Street to included a
small dining room, with kitchen area
below ground level, plus class rooms
and office above.
The $90,000
undertaking was completed and first
used in July of 1917.
To accommodate a growing Christian
Education department, a community

house was developed and dedicated on
January 3 , 1928.
The building ,
designed for use by the entire
community, housed a Fellowship Hall,
Parlor and Gymnasium/Auditorium.
One of the recent projects was the
remodeling of t he present Sanctuary
area . The church, now seating 875,
a new balcony, expanded choir loft,
and an enlarged kitchen capable of
feeding over 400, was completed and
dedicated in September of 1959.
First Church has become a seven-daya - week commun i ty and devotional
center
for
Royal
Oak
and
the
surrounding area. Today, boasting a
membership of over 1000, a full time
staff of 9 , support staff of 5 , a
multitude
of
volunteers,
First
Church continues to provide qual i ty
religious education and a source of
stability in a constantly changing
a r ea .
(Facts and statistics taken from,
"Sesquicentennial History of Royal
Oak First United Methodist Church
1838-1988", Evelyne Smith Venus and
Owen A . Perkins )

* * *
BOOKS AVAILABLE

Reverend Donald A. Daws wrote that
he is retiring in June . He offered
some books to the archives which we
couldn' t add.
I wrote that I would
include the list in The Historical
Messenger so that anyone interested
might contact him at Box 476,
Coleman , Michigan 48618.
The list
includes:
Methodist Episcopal Discipline 186 0,
1 8671 1908
The Inquires Guide to Gospel Truth
o r Doctrinal Methodism defended
- dated 1832
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Minutes of the Michigan Annual
Conference , 1929
The Life of Christ by Farrar
Martin Luther 1837 (in German)
Summer's
Systematic Theology by
Tigert (1888 )
An Original History of the Religious
Denominations
in
the
U. S .
( 1844)

* * *
FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES
DETROIT CONFERENCE

The Friends of the Archives support
the activities of t he Conference
Commission on Archives and History.
The society is supported by annual
membership dues. Membership is open
to
churches
and
individuals
interested
in
the
history
of
Michigan Methodism.
Membership is
available at the following levels:
$4
$10
$25
$100

-

Regular
Sustaining
Supporting
Lifetime

The membership year runs from June 1
through May 31. Except for Lifetime

Members , membership i s renewable
annually .
Checks made payable to
"Friends of the Archives" should be
sent to the Treasurer :
Sharon Scott
214 E . Michigan Avenue
Clinton , Michigan 49236

* * *
BACKGROUND OF THE
GERMAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
WORK IN MICHIGAN

[This year Ann Arbor West
Uni ted
Methodist
Church

Side
is

celebrating,
over
an
extended
period , its 150th Anniversary.
It
is
a
former
German
Methodist
Episcopal Church .
In its booklet
published at the time of the 125th
Anniversary of West Side, I located
this description of the beginnings
of work which is excerpted from a
larger article.)
Before the year 1830 there were very
few folks of German extraction in
the Middle Western part of our
nation, and rarely had as many as
725 come to its shores in any one
decade.
Yet in the ne xt ten years
150,000 came to America . The years
between 1840 and 1850 reveal that
4 34 , 000 arrived ; from 18 50 to 18 60
951 , 000 entered our country ; and in
the
decade
1860 - 1870
822 , 000
emigrated to our country; a large
number followed the normal trend
toward Ohio , Indiana, Pennsylvania ,
Illinois and Michigan .
Many of those who carne were of the
German Pietis tic groups , who were
leaving their homeland to find
greater freedom of life and worship
in America.
Among these were some
who
pleaded
with Methodism
to
provide preachers who might preach
to them in the i r native tongue .
In March 1835, one Adam Miller wrote
to the Reverend T . A . Morris, editor
of the Western Christian Advocate,
giving a report of the hunger among
the German sett l ers for the Gospel's
message,
and
declaring
himself
willing to learn to speak the German
language ,
and
volunteer
as
a
missionary to these people .
God had also been at work , and led a
highly educated linguist, of German
background,
to a real Christian
experience
during
a
Methodist
revival at Mt . Vernon, Ohio. This
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was
William
Nast,
who
was
a
professor of languages at Kenyon
College ,
Gambier ,
Ohio .
After
having been transformed from a "Free
Thinker" to a devout Christian, this
man came to the Annual Sessions of
the Cincinnati Annual Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church in
1835 .
At this time he asked to be
received on trial as a Methodist
Preacher . . .
At
the
conference
Session , William Nast was appo inted
as "roving" missionary to the German
settlers in Ohio .
Nast reported
that he traveled over some 4000
miles
on
horseback
that
year ,
although
he
had
no
previous
experience in that mode of travel .. .
The record of history reveals that a
Reverend Peter Schmucker, a German
minister delegate to the Gener al
Conference , in sess ion in New York,
in May 1844, requested that the
General Conference grant Methodism
the
right
to
establish
three
districts
in
the Cent ra l
West ,
through which missionary work among
German-s peaking peoples might be
sponsored .. . and did authorize the
establishment of THREE DISTRICTS FOR
THE GERMAN WORK , namely:
1) Pittsburgh District , C.H.
Doering , Presiding Elder
2) Cincinnati District , Peter
Schmucker , Presiding El der
3) St. Louis Dis tr ict, L . S .
Jacoby , Presiding Elder ...

this reason I could expect only a
few people to attend the daily
meetings . I considered what was
best for me to do , and , in answer
to my prayers , a man from the land
of Michigan appeared to me and
said, "Come over and help us ."
After more
Prayerful
thought and consideration , the call
to answer this reque st kept getting
stronger , and , then to satisfy my
conscience , I followed the impulse
- even against my own judgement.
I know , from experience that God's
ways are not our ways . Thus,
following a blessed Quarterly
Confe r ence session on the SANDUSKY
MISSION , I traveled "over"
Perrysburg , Maumee City, and Toledo
- via stage coach - on to Detroit."
Although no mention is made of Ann
Arbor , during this visit to
Michigan , Ohio Conference in
session on September 4 ,
1846 ... lists the appointments :
Detroit , Michigan , Rev . J . K.
Hartman ; Ann Arbor, Mi chigan , J . H.
Seddleman ... In the year 1848 Ann
Arbor and Detroit were transferred
to the NORTH OHIO DI STRICT

* * *
SOME IMPORTANT DATES

[I think that my predecessor , Ron
Brunger, collated the following . ]
1804

We then f i nd that the Reverend
Peter Schmucker ... t r aveling by
canals , horseback , and by stage
coach , arrived in the Sandusky,
Ohio region, and he had this to
say: "When I came to northern Ohio
in July 1846, I found the people
very busy with the wheat harvest as it was harvesting time.
For

1810
1818
1836
1856

First Methodist preachers
(Daniel Freeman and Nathan
Bangs) come to Detroit
First Methodis t Society
organized with 7 members
First Methodist log church
Michigan Annual Conference
organized at Mansfield, Ohio
Two conferences established,
Detroit and Michigan

