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Srupman Library at Adrian College which will
result in new and enlarged facilities for the
College and Conference Arcruves. There is no
cost involved. PLAN TO ATTEND.
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***

CONVOCATION COMING TO
MICHIGAN
On July 6 through 8, the North Central
Jurisdiction Commission on Archives and
History will meet at Albion College. The
sessions and housing arrangements will be in
the International House, a lovely setting for
our gathering.
Reverend LaVere Webster, an authority on
Wesleyanna and the possessor of a premier
collection of Wesleyanna, will be one of the
presenters. You will not want to miss it.

YOU ARE INVITED!
The Pre-Conference meeting of the
Commission on Arcruves and History IS
OPEN TO EVERYONE. It will be held in the
Stephenson Lounge of North Hall on the
Adrian College campus from 9 a.m. till noon
on June 2. There will be an interesting and
informative presentation by Reverend Ted
Townsend on Lake Louise. Also, William
Kenyon will discuss the planned alteration to

Elaine Bucher will present a first person
interpretation of Anna Howard Shaw, an
important personage in Methodism who had
connections with Michigan.
-~

Dr. John Weeks, Adrian College faculty, will
present the ill story of Bay View and will tell
about the new Archives on the grounds.
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A bus trip will take us will take us to Lansing
where we will visit the Capitol and the
Michigan Historical Museum as well as
Central United Methodist Church.
I have not received the final cost, but I'm
positive that the cost will be right, only about
$150.00 which will cover room, board, bus
trip and more. Contact your Archivist for
EVERYONE IS
more information.
WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE.

***

ANNA HOWARD SHAW:
A PIONEER
Who was the first woman ordained in the
Methodist tradition? Anna Howard Shaw may
not have been the first, but she is among this
group of women. The honor of being first
appears to go to Helenor M. Davison whom
the Indiana Conference ordained as a deacon
in the mid- 1960's.
Bonny Roth in the February-March issue of
the " Interpreter" writes: "A licensed preacher,
Shaw was ordained in 1880 by the Methodist
Protestant Church. However, her ordination
was ruled out of order four years later by the
Nonetheless, she
General Conference.
traveled throughout the world preaching,
proclaiming and promoting women's rights.
In 1889, Ella Niswonger became the first
woman ordained in the United Brethren
Church. In 1956, the Methodist Church
granted full clergy rights to women. Maud
Keister Jensen being the first beneficiary."
March is Women's History Month and it is
only proper that Anna Howard Shaw be one of

the women remembered for her contribution to
Methodism. Not only a pioneer woman
preacher, she was a medical doctor and
president from 1904 through 1915 of the
National
American Woman
Suffrage
Association.

***

HERITAGE SUNDAY
APRIL 26, 1998
This years theme is "United Methodist
Witnesses
for
Jesus
Christ:
LAY
PREACHERS." The March/April issue of the
"Interpreter" will contain a helpful article by
Jim Morris. Worship resources are being
developed by Ken Lile and are available for a
large self-addressed stamped envelope ($.55
postage) from:
General Commission
PO Box 127
Madison, NJ 07940
The themes for the coming Heritage Sunday
celebrations are:
THE WORLD IS MY PARISH:
1999 Africa
2000 The Americas
2001 Europe
2002 Asia/Pacific

***

SALVATION ARMY:
METHODIST CONNECTION
The account of the World Methodist
Conference of 1996 in Brazil contained a
speech by Salvation Anny General Eva
Burrows. Ms Burrows, an Australian grew up
in the Salvation Anny and was a teacher and
school administrator in Africa. In 1986 she
was elected General of the Salvation Anny

Middlebury Methodist Church in the Flint
District. The day featured the rededication of
the church building and a celebration of their
95th anniversary.
The article included a
historical sketch of its early days.]
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and was the Anny' s leader until 1993. Her
speech describes the Salvation Anny' s
connection with Methodism. The following is
excerpted from that speech.

Middlebury, a typical little white rural church
surrounded by stately trees, is located south
and east of Ovid on Hibbard Road. Although
observing the 95th anniversary of the building,
the occasion also marked the 130'h anniversary
of the first religious services in the community.
After meeting in various homes for some time,
construction of the church began in 1872 as
fanners drew the lumber from Potter's Mill, a
distance of 20 miles with horses and oxen. It
was dedicated June 29, 1873; total cost of the
new building was $2,564.27.

" In the preparatory material for this
Conference, it stated that Brazilian Methodists
were waiting with outstretched arms to
welcome the Methodists of the world. I am
glad those outstretched arms have also been
extended to me, a humble Salvationist!
Mind you, William Booth, our founder, was
nurtured in Methodism, and was an ordained
minister in the Methodist Church before he felt
he should be released to a full-time, itinerant,
evangelistic work, which later led to the
founding of the Salvation Anny. He attributed
his love for 'soul-saving work' to his
Methodist upbringing, and was known to say
on many occasions, ' I valued everything that
bore the name Methodist. To me there was
one God, and John Wesley was his prophet.'

The church bell was ordered July 18, 1883,
and mounted as a swing bell with 40 feet of
rope. It was 34 inches in diameter, weighed
900 pounds, and was composed of all virgin
copper and tin. Due to its weight, the wagon
making the delivery had to be reinforced with
heavy timbers and raising the bell to the belfry
was a dangerous task. Its beautiful tones still
can be heard for miles around. The price was
$225; today the same bell would cost $1,880.
In 1925 lightning struck and destroyed the
steeple which never was replaced.

Actually when speaking at a Methodist
Conference in Britain, William Booth
attributed to Wesley the authority for some of
the more controversial aspects of Salvation
Army methods. 'Everywhere we use women
in ministry,' he said. 'And for this we have the
authority of Mr. Wesley.' So as a woman
Salvation Army leader and speaker here today,
I say, 'Thank you, Mr. Wesley!"'

***

MIDDLEBURY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
.,

[The Michigan Christian Advocate for
November 14, 1968 carried an article
concerning the Homecoming activities for the

Through the years many improvements have
been made including digging out the basement
in 1948 for a kitchen and dining room, which
doubles as classrooms, and building an annex
for the addition of modem restrooms in 1963.
Early this year, major remodeling was started
on the sanctuary, which included extending the
platform, dry wall, painting, refinishing the
woodwork, a new window, lights, carpeting,
pews, altar rail and a piano all of which was
made possible through generous gifts and
memorials. Many members also have given of
their time and talents. In process now is the
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MICHIGAN METHODISM

installation of two new furnaces and
remodeling the basement. Reverend Mrs.
Beatrice Towsend is the minister.

The membership in the Friends of the Archives
organization has followed the national trend
of mainline church membership.
It is
declining. We need your assistance to reverse
this trend. Renew your membership and seek
to interest at least one friend in the activities of
this essential organization.

***

PRESIDENTIAL TRIVIA

The Friends underwrite the publication of
"The Historical Messenger." They are also
planning to bring assistance to local Church
Historians by sponsoring "nuts and bolts"
workshops in the sub-districts of our
conference. Naturally there will be expenses
incurred in these workshops, but it is our hope
that we can completely underwrite this
valuable learning experience. Local Church
Historians, we know, have questions. We
want to provide the answers. As people
become members our financial basis becomes
more adequate. So invite someone to become
a member.

1. Name the five Methodist Presidents of the
United States of America.

2. Name the three Presidents who were
educated in United Methodist related colleges.
3. Who was the first "First Lady" to graduate
from college?
4. What President spoke at the unveiling of
the only equestrian statue in Washington DC
which does not honor a military hero.
5. Who did that statue honor?

By joining now, as a bonus you will be a
member through June 1999. Our membership
year begins on July 1. Send dues to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer
214 E. Michigan
Clinton, Michigan 49236
Schedule of dues are:
Regular
6.00
Sustaining (2 years)
15.00
Supporting (5 years)
30.00
Life (one time)
100.00

Answers
1.
James Knox Polk
Andrew Johnson
Rutherford B. Hayes
Ulysses S. Grant
William McKinley
2.
James Buchanan at Dickinson College
William McKinley at Allegeny College
Richard Nixon at the Duke University
Law School
3.
Lucy Ware Webb Hayes
4.
Calvin Coolidge
5.
Bishop Francis Asbury

***

YOU ARE NEEDED TO HELP
TELL THE STORY OF

***
ADRIAN COLLEGE
.,

[The Alumni Bulletin of Adrian College for
1907 included an article entitled "Significant
Dates."
The chronology of Michigan
educational institutions is interesting. " The list

-·
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reads :Michigan University 1837, Hillsdale and
Kalamazoo Colleges 1855, Adrian and Olivet
1859, Albion 1861, Hope 1866 and Alma
1887.
The following is a part of the
interesting tale of the beginnings of Adrian
College.]
While 1859 is the date given for the founding
of Adrian College, really the origin of the
institution must be referred back to that school
established a few years earlier (1852) by the
Wesleyan Methodist Church at Leoni,
Michigan, known as Michigan Union College.
Leoni is a very small village lying midway
between Grass Lake and Jackson, and here
they had for college purposes four buildings.
One brick, three stories high, for a boys'
dormitory, two two-story frame buildings used
as dining hall and girls' dormitory, and a very
small frame structure used for chapel
purposes.
It being felt by the board of twelve trustees
that a more favorable location might increase
the success ofthe institution, in 1857-8, under
Dr. Asa Mahan as president, it was decided to
move this college to Adrian, Mich. Jackson
and Adrian were both vigorous contestants for
the school and probably the most important
considerations that influenced the decision of
the board were the fact that Adrian was at that
time the second city in size in the state and that
the Hon. L.G. Berry and Dr. D.K. Underwood
united in donating to them a beautiful site of
twenty acres.
While they were graduating their last class at
Leoni, June 1858, the workmen were busy
erecting on the present campus the first
building of Adrian College, now known as ._,
South Hall. This was scarcely finished in
September 1859, but students and faculty,
braved discomforts and school opened. There

had been at Leoni, in 1857-8, about one
hundred students. Of course a percentage of
these were scattered by the change, but many
came to Adrian and the faculty was brought
over as nearly intact as possible.
Dr. Asa Mahan, who had a congregational
charge at Jackson, when first called to the
presidency of :Michigan Union College, had
already come to Adrian ahead of the school as
pastor
of Plymouth Church,
then
Congregational. John and James McEldowney
and Luther Lee were members of the
transferred faculty, Isaac McKeever and Adam
H. Lowrie, graduates of 1858 had also been
tutors at Leoni and became faculty members at
Adrian.
In 1860 North Hall was ready for the boys to
enter it when school opened. The Chapel was
erected in 1860 and in 1896 remodeled
through the beneficence of Jordan Downs and
christened in gratitude, by President Thomas
"Downs Hall." The Museum Building was
finished in 1864. In 1868-9 South Hall was
burned and rebuilt, and in 1881 North Hall had
its famous fire ...
The incorporation of Adrian College by the
Wesleyan Methodists is dated March 22, 1859.
On February 28, 1868, the Methodist
Protestant Church became owners of Adrian
College... .

{Asa Mahan} Adrian's first President ... was a
man of national renown. Called to the
Presidency of Oberlin College in 183 5 he had
not only organized and developed that
institution but had created the model for the
co-education ofthe sexes in America, he being
the first college president to graduate a
woman. To his broad and liberal tendencies,
Adrian owes much of the prestige attained
when the number of co-educational schools of
high collegiate rank was exceedingly small.
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REMEMBER WHEN-MELVINDALE NEW HOPE
[A chronological listing of important dates is
one method for maintain an historical account
of a church. Melvindale First Methodist
Church, later renamed Melvindale New Hope,
used this method. The following are some
selections from their "Remember When -"]
May 2, I 946 Rev. Howard F. Spitnale
assumed the duties as our first
pastor.
The first worship
service was held in Dasher
School.
June 9, 1946- The Charter was signed
Sept 18,1946 First meeting ofthe W.S.C.S.
Sept 22, I 946 Linda Kay Egger was the first
birth
Mar I 7, 194 7 Ronald H. Truax was the first
baptism
June 1956
Rev. Paul Sullivan became
our first full time pastor

***

ALDERSGATE DAY
MA¥24, 1738
Two hundred sixty years ago on Wednesday
May 24, 1738 John Wesley wrote in his
Journal:
"In the evening I went very
unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street,
where one was reading Luther's 'Preface to
the Romans.' About a quarter before nine,
while he was describing the change which God
works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt
my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in ·.•
Christ Christ alone for salvation, and an
'
assurance was given me that he had taken
away my sins, even mine, and saved me from

the law of sin and death."
John Wesley was a changed man that night
and as a result the future course of his ministry
was altered. For a long time he had been
seeking a joy and peace, which he often called
holiness. He was now convinced that the
holiness he was seeking did not commence
with his own seeking, but by his trusting the
pardoning and empowering grace of God.
His ministry took on a new sense of urgency.
David Lowes Watson in the "Interpreter"
wrote: "As with all of God's blessings,
however, there was a purpose to Wesley's
personal assurance. Far from abandoning the
disciplines that had nurtured him to this point,
he found them even more meaningful in the
light of this new gift from God. What seemed
at first, to be the culmination of his pilgrimage
was, in fact, the beginning of a new and
challenging walk with Christ."
It is interesting to note that just three days
before John's Aldersgate experience, his
brother Charles had a similar life changing
experience. John was extremely anxious to
deepen his experience and so he intensified his
religious activities: reading, Bible study,
praying, visiting prisoners and the poor,
celebrating Holy Communion and preaching at
every opportunity.
Continuing in the tradition of John Wesley,
we should, like him, demonstrate that
ACTIONS WILL DECLARE ONE'S
BELIEFS FAR MORE ELOQUENTLY
THAN WORDS. Mr. Watson concludes his
article in this way
"As we celebrate
Aldersgate Day on May 24, let us make it a
twofold celebration, giving thanks to God for
the gracious gift of assurance in our hearts and
committing ourselves to the joyful service of
Jesus Christ that is the purpose of such a gift."

