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Methodists to celebrate Wesley's 300th
by Dr. William Kellon Quick
(Dr. William Kellon Quick will be the
featured speaker at Detroit Annual
Conference meeting ofArchives and
History. His presentation will begin
at 9:30a.m. on Friday, May 16, at
the Shipman Library at Adrian
College. Everyone is invited to attend
Quick's presentation celebrating John
Wesley's 300th. The Detroit Annual
Conference Commission is proud to
have someone of Quick's stature
making this significant presentation.)
The cry heard from a Church of
England rectory in the small
Lincolnshire town of Epworth in
northeast England heralded the arrival
of the fifteenth of 19 children of the
Rev. Samuel and Susanna Annesley
Wesley. John Benjamin Wesley was
born June 17, 1703 (new calendar) the second son after thirteen girls.
Three hundred years later - 2003
A.D. - the global Methodist and
Wesleyan family of faith will
celebrate that birth! The World
Methodist Council, an umbrella
organization which brings together its
78 member churches, invites the
entire Christian Church to join in this
300th birthday celebration!
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survived - Emilia, Susanna. Mary,
Anne, Hetty, Martha and Kezia - led
very difficult lives "coping with
poverty and family problems".
On a wintry night, February 9,
1709, a terrible fire raged through the
Epworth rectory . Susanna, braving
the fire, scorched her legs and feet
while helping to rescue her family.
When the family reached safety, they
discovered five-year-old John was
missing. Fearing John had lost his
life, Samuel knelt down and
commended his soul to God. "Jackie"
as his mother called him, apparently
awakened by the flaming heat, light
and noise, appeared at the second
story window of his bedroom. He
was miraculously saved by two
quick-minded villagers who made a
human ladder seconds before the
.rectory collapsed. When John was
lbrought to his father, Samuel cried
1out," come neighbors, let us kneel
1down; let us give thanks to God! He
has given me all my eight children; let
the house go - I am rich en~:mgh."

If we forget those who came
before us, we deserve to be
forgotten by those who
come after us!

Founder of the Methodist movement
in 18th century England, John
Wesley has been called "the single
most influential Protestant leader of
the English-speaking world since the
Reformation." Albert Outler call him a
"Folk theologian" whom ordinary
people heard gladly. Wesley cared
about people. He cared for people.
He loved people. Many consider
Methodism to be the lengthened
shadow of John Wesley.

Susanna had a particular sense of
destiny about John. She saw him, not
just as a child of the parsonage, but a
child of Providence - "a brand
plucked from the burning" and
determined to "be more particularly
careful of the soul of this child .... to
instill in his mind the principles of
true religion and virtue." She decided
to set aside Thursday evenings to talk
and pray with him.

Ten of Susanna and Samuel's 19
children survived infancy - three sons
and seven daughters. The sons,
Samuel Jr., John and Charles became
ordained priests in the Church of
England. The seven daughters who

At age eleven, John enrolled as a
charity pupil at Charterhouse School
in London. Six years later he applied
for a scholarship at Oxford and in
1721, entered Christ Church College.
In 1726. he was elected a Fellow at
(continued on Page 4)

Paul Wall reflects on John Wesley and his legacy
by Dr. Paul Wall,
Executive Director
University Foundation,
Spring Arbor University

For 300 years, millions around the
world have learned about John
Wesley and realize truly: "The world
was and still is his parish."
Considering John Wesley, often
brings the image of a young boy
standing at his bedroom window with
flames behind him. I wonder what
the name was of the person(s) who
climbed up to save him? For, s/he by
doing so, would save England from
the guillotine and so much more.

Indomitable and indefatigable
I love the word indomitable, to say
it, to feel its meaning. Today, it is a
seldom used word. I have never met
a person whom I called thus. While
reading his journals, though, I see
and understand how it fit Wesley's
personhood. We can easily imagine
reading a book while on a train or
bus, but while riding on horseback!
Certainly he gained inspiration from
being so well-read. Th~s, no d.oubt,
energized him to be so mdefatigable.
Consider even in his eighties to

have so much stamina: "June 18,
1786 Sunday - I was invited to
preach in the High Church, one of
largest churches in England (then
again later)- Being invited to preach
. in the afternoon, the church
was .. more crowded than before; and
I pressed home the Prophet's
words,'Seek ye the Lord ' in the High
Church at Hull? I had appointed to
preach at Swinfleet, so I went as far
as Beverly this evening, and on
Monday,l9, set out early, but being
vehemently importuned to go around
by Malton I did so, and preached
there at nine. Thence I hastened to
Pocklinton; and, finding the people
ready, stepped out of the chaise and
preached without delay. We reached
Swinfleet between six and seven,
having gone, in all. 76 miles. A
numerous congregation was
assembled under the shade of tall
trees. Sufficient for this day was the
labor thereof: But still I was no more
tired than when I rose in the
morning."

A short guy who would
look a mob in the face
It is amazing to realize that he was
only five feet in height. Then to
imagine him walking into so many
situations where he had to look a mob
in the face. There was no way.that

Wesley was going to take on the
mobs with his small size and limited
physical strength. Yet he learned
perhaps more about "mob control"
than anyone short of Ghandi. To say
he possessed courage is an
understatement. One of the things that
may have made him so attractive to
the masses was that he was willing to
risk so much danger for their
betterment. Sometimes the people
would find creative ways to protect
this man of bravery. They had
definite intentions of helping
someone so small continue to bring
them such large personal results.
Note: Wesley's Journal, August 6,
1746: "Here (in Shepton, England) - - the good Curate-Clergyman (I was
informed) had hired a silly man, witl
a few other drunken champions, to
make a disturbance . .in throwing
stones and dirt at our brethren. When
I had done preaching, I would have
gone out to them; it being my rule,
confirmed by long experience,
always to look a mob in the face. But
our people took me up, whether I
would or no, and carried me into the
house."
Certainly it helped him sometime to
be only five feet. For he was easy to
carry away to safety. And he did not
seem to mind the affection that came
with carrying either, did he?

Sense of humor

~

John Wesley experienced physical challenges in
America as well as in Great Britain. This photo
shows a plaque in front of a group of building
foundations at the historic Fort Fredericka on St.
Simon's Island, GA.

I love his sense of humor, which
may have made him the number one
author of his day. It is both
refreshing and moving. He would
paint pictures of rocks flying in his
face, daggers just missing him,
people changing their minds and not
hurting him because of how "his hair
felt to their hand". The many
instances of his horse troubles are
often most laughable. Then as his
fame began to spread, he started to
notice people were treating h~ with
respect and often dignity. He could
not let this go by without some
hilarity.
(continued on page 7)

The night the church organ died
Memories of the Calumet Methodist Church fire
by Don Archambeau
I was only a child of six the night
the Calumet Methodist Church burned
to the ground. It must have been a
stormy spring night in May 1953,
because the church fire resulted from
ligh~ing stri~g the tall steeple. By
the tiiDe the fue was blazing, the
storm had passed. I was asleep in bed
when the phone call came from my
grandfather telling my parents that the
church ~as on fire. I remember my
dad waking my brother and sister and

me and taking us to see our church
building burn.
Phone calls were made from family
to family in the community and when
we arrived, there was already a crowd
gathering to watch. I kept close to my
dad as I looked at all the firefighting
equipment around the church. I recall
the number of fire trucks and ladders
and hoses used in trying to extinguish
the blaze. But it was not possible to
save either the church building or the
attached parsonage.

Someone in the crowd took pictures
of the various stages of the fire that
night. They graphically show the
progression from smoking to blazing
steeple to the rest of the building
catching fire and burning. Looking at
the photos now refreshes my memory
of how it was to see the fire lighting
the windows from the inside and
making an eerie skeleton-like
structure of the steeple before it
collapsed and crashed and the church
roof caved in.
Years later I learned that my
grandfather, William Jeffery, longtime member of the congregation, the
choir and male quartet, made a
comment about the fire that described
wel~ what many people probably were
.feelmg as they watched their church
building bum. Always with a heart
tuned to music, my grandfather
said,"What a groan that organ made
when it fell over."

.The Calumet 'Methodist church burns brightly
against the night sky in 1 953. (Inset) The church
was an important landmark in Calumet.

A new church was built in the same
location, the result of the efforts of a
congregation who would not lose
their church. Because of the
persistence of the people and the
many baking projects used to raise
funds, the new building became
affectionately known as "the church
that faith and pasties built". (For
Trolls or those who live below the
bridge, pasties are meat pies with a
shape similar to a turnover that were a
favorite meal of the Cornish miners in
the Upper Peninsula) It stands today
on Church Street.
Editor's note: Many thanks to Don
for sharing his Methodist memories.
You are invited to share your church
memories of services, picnics,
sermons, etc, with Messenger
readers. Send them by emai!(lctr~bilcock@yahoo. com) or
snazl mazl (Leanne C. Trebilcock, 850
Stoney Pointe Lane, Owosso, MI
~8867) for inclusion in· upcoming
zssues. Transcribed oral histories
from members of the church family
are also sought for inclusion. Your
memories help to build the Archives
for future generations.

John Wesley's 300th birthday to be
(Continued from front page)
Lincoln College and returned to
Epworth to assist his father as parish
priest.
Returning to Oxford in 1728,
Charles, at the time a student at Christ
Church, invited John to lead a small
group of students, including George
Whitefield, who met "methodically"
for daily prayer and Bible study,
visiting prisoners in Oxford jails and
caring for the poor. They were
ridiculed and mocked by their
classmates as "Bible bigots", " Bible
moths", the "Holy Club", and
"Methodists".
John and Charles, following their
father's death and with their mother's
encouragement, accepted an invitation
in 1735 to go to the new colony of
Georgia in America as missionaries:
John, as a pastor to English-speaking
colonists in Savannah and missionary
to Native Americans and Charles, as
secretary to General Oglethorpe.
Two years into the mission,
discouraged and painfully dispirited,
sensing that his Georgia ministry was
a failure despite his faithful labors,
John abruptly fled Savannah. On
Christmas Eve, 1787, he gained
passage on a ship to London and
sailed out of the harbor at Charleston,
South Carolina. A year earlier,
Charles has resigned his position for
which he was totally unprepared and
returned to England.

Archivist has
new address
Leanne C. Trebilcock, Archivist
for the Detroit annual Conference,
has anew address and telephone '
number. Her e-mail address,
lctrebilcock@yahoo.com remains
the same. The new address is 850
Stoney Pointe Lane, Owosso, MI
48867; the telephone number is
989-725-2724.

Their return was the prelude to lifechanging events which would be
recorded in 1738 when Charles, on
May 21, experienced a long-sought
peace in his soul. Three days later on
May 24, in a prayer meeting at
Aldersgate Street in London, John 's
heart, in his words "was strange! y
warmed".

From the 1738 Aldersgate
experience to his death on March 2,
1791, John traveled constantly,
preaching the gospel up and down
and across Britain. He organized his
converts into small groups or
"societies" that met regularly for
prayer, Bible study and the deepening
of the spiritual life. During his 53-

John Wesley's Quotable Wisdom ·
compiled by Dr. William K. Quick
• I look upon all the world as my parish.
• I felt my heart strangely warmed.
• Let me be a man of one Book.
• The best of all is, God is with us.
• You cannot live on what God did yesterday.
• Think and let think.
• If we cannot think alike, at least we may love alike.
• Gain all you can; save all you can; give all you can.
• Do all the good you can, in all the ways you can, to all
people you can, as long as you ever can.
• Christianity is essentially a social religion and to tum it
into a solitary religion is to destroy it.
• I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should
ever cease to exist either in Europe or America. But I am
afraid lest they should only exist as a dead sect, having
the form of religion without the power.
• We may think and let think; we may agree to disagree.
But, meantime, let us hold fast the essentials of the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints..... Wesley's
Standard Sermons, Sixth Edition (London: Epworth
Press, 1996) II, 522.
• Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin
and desire nothing but God, and I care not a straw
·
whether they be clergy or lay, such alone will shake the
gates of hell and set up the kingdom of heaven on earth.

celebrated

by Methodists-continued

year ministry, he traveled 250,000
miles on horseback and (later) by
carriage. He preached over 40,000
sermons, sometimes four a day and
wrote or edited some 400 books and
tracts.
His concern for the poor led him to
open free medical dispensaries as well
as homes for orphans and widows
and provided load funds. He also
began a ministry to prisoners and to
the military.
When Wesley's voice fell silent,
when his eyes closed for the last time
that March morning, he left behind a
movement of 71,463 Methodists in
Great Britain and over 80,000 in
America, having launched an
evangelical revival which would, in
time, girdle the globe and "offer
Christ" to the nations. The global
Wesleyan community today numbers

over seventy-six miliion persons in
138 countries.
In 2003 Methodists celebrate the
tercentenary birth of the most
. significant leader in historical
Christianity. It offers an opportunity
to look back in order to look forward.

During his 53-year ministry,
he traveled 250,000 miles ...
preached over 40,000
sermons... wrote or edited
some 400 books and tracts.
We can help people make connections
between early Methodism and how
twenty-first century Methodist
followers of Christ share the Good
News in the Wesleyan spirit of
mission, revival and renewal.

future is but-our past, seen through
another door." If we forget those who
carne before us, we deserve to be
Jorgotten by those who come after us!
So:let's celebrate!
Happy birthday, John Wesley!
William Kellon Quick is Pastor
Emeritus ofMetropolitan United
Methodist Church in Detroit where he
served for over 24 years (1974-98).
Prior to his Michigan ministry, he
served 20 years in the North Carolina
Conference. He is Chairofthe
History Committee of the General
Commission on Archives and History
and Associate General Secretary of
the World Methodist Council. In
addition, Dr. Quick is a Visiting
Professor at Duke Divinity School in
Durham, NC.

A modern playwright has said,"Our

·The International Headquarters of the World Methodist Council house a
museum containing an extensive Wesley collection. In the background on
the left is a newly constructed replica of the Epworth rectory. (Inset)
close-up of the sign identifying the WMC headquarters in North Carolina.

Eight Resources for the
john Wesley Tercentenary (1703- 2003)
References provided by Dr. William K. Quick

A Pocket Story of John Wesley
Charles A. Sauer; (Discipleship Resources)
A concise story of the life of John Wesley which
will assist persons interested in simply learning
more about the founder of Methodism.

John Wesley's Message Today
Lovett H. Weems, Jr. ; (Abingdon Press)
With its plain, easy-to-understand language,
this pocket guide will help you understand
the major aspects of John Wesley's theology.

A Real Christian: The Life of John Wesley
Kenneth J. Collins; (Abingdon Press)
A fine, brief biography that focuses on Wesley's spiritual
journey and quest for what he called "real Christianity".

Wesley and the People Called Methodists
Richard P. Heitzenrater (Abingdon Press)
A scholarly, yet readable book linking John Wesley
and Methodist people whose lives and thought
helped shape the Wesleyan movement.

John Wesley: Holiness of Heart and Life
Charles Yrigoyen, Jr.; (Abingdon Press)
A presentation of the historic roots of Methodism
in the life, thought and ministry of John Wesley,
complete with study guide by Ruth A. Daugherty.

Evangelism and Theology in the Wesleyan Spirit
Albert C. Outler; (Discipleship Resources)
Methodism's noted academic's monumental contribution
toward an understanding of Wesley, the evangelist
and Wesley, the folk theologian.

Praying with John Wesley
David A. De Silva; (Discipleship Resources)
This is a devotional tool that utilizes
Wesley's model for daily prayer.

Devotional Life in the Wesleyan Tradition:
A Workbook
Steve Harper; (Upper Room Books)
A seven session practical guide for individuals and groups
structured around Wesl~y's J:!leans of grace.

Closed missions
are enumerated
Following is a listing of former
Methodist Indian missions no longer in
existence in Michigan:

1. Huron Mission (1823-1838); 2.
Lakeville Mission (1841 -1844); 3.
Nebissing (1844-1856) Indians moved
here from Lakeville; 4. Kazier
(Pewonogowink, Kazier, Taymouth)
Mission (1842-1945); 5. Black River,
upriver from Port Huron (1843 - ?); 6.
Janesville on the Kawkawelin River
near Saginaw Bay (1846-1857); 7.
Nottawa, 2 miles west of Athens (18461898); 8. Meshimneknog in Danby
township, southeast Ionia County on
the Grand River (1848-1856); 9.
Hastings (1850-1856);
10. Neebenesse's Band, northwest
Barry County (1851); 11.
Washekeyahshe's Band in northwest
Barry County (1850s); 12. Wisustaya's
Band near Greenville (1851); 13.
Ottawa in Allegan County (1854); 15.
Vandecar in western Isabella County
(1889-1893); 16. Calkinsville which
became Rosebush, north of Mt.
Pleasant (1882-1924); 17. Bradley
Chapel at Delwin, 12 miles northeast of
Mt. Pleasant (1903-1928); 18. North
Branch, 8 miles northwest of Mt.
Pleasant (1904 - 1970s); 19. Athens
(1840-1948); 20. Elk Rapids (1874 1893); 21. Torch Lake (1888-1893);
22. Honor (1895-1914); 23. Brethren,
northeast of Manistee (1896-1936);
24. Oceana Mission (1857-1873); 25.
Riverton (1873-1894);
26. Freesoil (1894-1916); Crystal
Lake (1874-1880); 28. Petoskey
(1866-1914); 29. Swan Creek (18541873); 30. Kecbeassing Mission on the
Tittabawassee River (1851-1857); 31.
Pinconning (1854-1933); 32. Hubbard
Lake (1924-1945); 33. Frost Lake
(1902-1912); 34. The Sao (1831 1949 in the area but moving around as
the Indians sought fishing, hunting and
other work); 35. Naomikong (18471855); 36. Iroquois Point (1847- .
1855); 37. Bay Mills (sometimes
referred to as Shawville) (1859-1915);
38. Brimley (1902-1949); 39.
Munising (1884-1909); 40. Grand
Island (1847 - ?); 41. Hannahville
(1878-1948).

Paul Wal-l reflects on Wesley continued
(continued from page 2)
"1765, Sunday, May 12 - At eight I
preached there again, to an equal
number of people. About 11 Mr.
Knox went with me to church. and
led me to a pew where I was placed
next the Mayor. What is this? What
have I to do with honor?

Longterm champion of
preaching to multitudes
He often preached before
thousands. Thank God he went
outside. We are the better for it today.
Many a believer today has been won
by a person who inspired by ':Vesley,

was willing to go "preach on the
streets". How his voice carried is
mysterious. We know that Whitefield
could be heard by 20-30,000 per
Benjamin Franklin's diary. What is
so marvelous about Wesley is that he
did this so consistently for so many
years, even into his eighties. We find
Wesley no stranger to larger
gatherings, Note: "Sunday, July 26,
1766- I preached in the BarrackSquare, both morning and afternoon.
The morning congregation was far
larger than last week; but this was
doubled in the afternoon. At both
times my heart was much enlarged
towards them, ·and my voice so

Planning a
300th birthday observance
Commemoration suggestions from Rev. William K. Quick
• Plan a special worship celebration for your church on May
18 or May 25. The service could highlight the story of John
Wesley and the Wesley family and the ways God has
touched us through Wesleyan faith.
• The World Methodist council encourages Methodists
globally to celebrate John Wesley 's 300th birthday during
May or June 2003 and to receive a birthday gift for the
Council's endowment. For information on the World
Methodist Council and its endowment go to:
www. wmcendowment.org.
• Give special emphasis to the Wesley hymns (identified in
the index of authors and composers in the Hymnal.)
• Encourage United Methodist congregations to invite other
congregations in the Wesleyan Tradition to celebrate our
common heritage (such as African Methodist Episcopal,
African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Christian Methodist
Episcopal, Wesleyan Church, Free Methodist Church,
Church of the Nazarene). Recognizing our oneness in
Christ, consider inviting congregations of other
denominations to join with you for this observance. We
recommend Sunday, June 15 (traditional Father's Day) and
the Sunday closest to John Wesley's birthday (June 17,
new calendar).
• Utilize General Board of Discipleship resources available
for the 300th anniversary (www.gbod.org). Share with
your congregation the 2003 Special Anniversary Events.
Contact the General Commission on Archives and History,
P. 0. Box 127, Madison, N.J. 07940.

strengthened that I suppose several
thousands more might have heard
distinctly every sentence..(then on)
Sunday, September 14, 1766 - I
preached to that which assembled at
five, in the natural amphitheater at
Gwennap; for the finest I know in the
kingdom. It is a round, green hollow,
gently shelving down about 50 feet
deep; but I suppose it is 200 across
the way and near 300 the other. I
believe there were full 20,000 and the
evening being calm, all could hear.

Social reforms
One of Wesley's greatest legacies
was his many social reforms. The
prisons were changed. This man
cared for the poor and the outcasts.
He knew how to bring about social
transformation. The view of women
in the church changed. He protested
about profanity in the public square,
sent letters to military officers
insisting they let him speak to their
troops to "clean them up". Then,
through his letters and even the use of
his journals, he would with
tremendous insight bring about every
needed reform. One of the greatest
examples of this relates to this most
odd situation he ran across in
Liverpool. He made it a point to meet
with a man guilty of a terrible sin,
and even acknowledged that this
meeting was encouraged by the
man's own pastor. Wesley would
simply "publicly float the facts"
before the general public. Somehow,
he "knew" that reform would come
about by the way he "released
information to all that is 'public'."
Here he uses his journal to start the
"outcry" which would bring reform
to what would be tolerated in the
institution of marriage.
"Thursday, April 28, 1757 - I
talked with one who, by the advice of
his pastor had very calmly and
deliberately, beat his wife with a large
stick until she was black and blue
almost from head to-foot. And he
insisted, it was his duty to do so
because she was surly and ill-natured;
(continued on page 8)

Paul Wall reflects on W _
esley continued
(continued from page 7)
and that he was full of faith all the
time he was doing it and had been
ever since."
Who has ever done a better job of
disciplining those with faith? Who
has ever done so with such
consistency and longevity? And who
has ever brought about such social
reform which would bring so much
potential for joy to the poor and
abused? He truly made "bringing
about reform" look easy, and we all
know it is most difficult.

Leaving a legacy
Wesley could be quite angry,
frustrated and upset when he would
find someone who did not take
honoring what God had done in their
life seriously. This was especially
true when he was older. It does make
sense.
Consider how many "social
outcasts" learned how to read and
write, do arithmetic and more through
the discipline of being in a "society".

They would understandably, through
discipline and honesty become
wealthy. Wesley would preach on
"The Danger of Riches" because he
saw his followers growing strong
and then being tempted by all their
possessions. Such was the case with
one whom, he knew well, who
squandered the opportunity to
remember charity, honor God for
grace in their life and establish a
meaningful legacy.

influence in people's lives is
illustrated by the impact on Dr.
Wall's life. Wall is not a United
Methodist and yet Wesley, 300 years
after his birth, continues to influence
Wall's studies and his faith.

Note this journal quote: "Saturday,
June 10, 1786, - I went to
Darlington. Since I was here last Mr.
----- died and left many thousand
pounds to an idle spendthrift but not
one groat to the poor. 0 unwise
steward of the mammon of
righteousness! How much better for
him to have died a beggar!" May we
today, care for the "outcast" as he
did. May we leave a legacy to honor
what God has done for us.

There is a new research tool offered
for those researching the past. The
Library of Michigan recently unveiled
the new Michigan Cemetery Sources
database offering online access to
information about cemeteries in
Michigan. The database located at
http://michigancemeterie
s.libraryofmichigan.org ~r . .
www.michigan.gov/hal, tdentlftes
the location of over 3700 Michigan
cemeteries and lists sources at the
Library of Michigan where the
researcher can find the names of
those buried in each cemetery.

John "What an ongoing legacy"
Wesley: Happy Birthday!
Editor's Note: Wesley's continued

Friends of the Archives
I would like to support the Detroit Annual Con!erence
Archives by joining the Friends of the Archtves.
-

$6.00 (one year membership, includes
newsletter)

-

$15.00 (2 year membership, includes
newsletter)

Regular
Sustaining

Research tool
is available

The database is searchable by
cemetery name, county, township,
specific location and keyword..The
record for each cemetery contams
detailed information about its location
and whether the Library of Michigan
owns a transcription of the cemetery.
A transcription is a listing of the
persons buried at a cemetery, taken
either from cemetery records or
copied directly from headstones.
Transcription sources also Ill:ay .
include sexton's records, obttuanes
or other historical inf<?pnation_:__

Supporting _$30.00 (5 year membership, includes
newsletter)

Life

_$100, includes newsletter

A roster of all Friends of the Library will be posted at the
Archives in Shipman Library at Adrian College.
Life members will be posted separately.
Please return this form with
your check or money order to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer,
214 E. Michigan Ave., Clinton, MI 49236

Join us on
~ay16

to ceCe6rate
Jolin WesCey's
6irtliday.

Local churches to mark Wesley's tercentenary
by Rev. Sherry Parker, Chair
of the Detroit Annual
Conference Commission on
Archives and History
It's time to plan for a birthday
party! John Wesley was born, June
17, 1703 and in the coming months,
local churches have the opportunity to
celebrate his life and his remarkable
influence on the religious movement
we call Methodism.
Local churches will mark Wesley 's
tercentenary in a number of ways.
Some churches are planning special
worship services on Heritage
Sunday, April27, near Aldersgate
Day, May 24, or another Sunday to
remember the contributions of John
Wesley. Other churches will offer
classes, lectures and reading materials
to their congregations. Some United
Methodist congregations will join
with other historically Wesleyan
denominations in ecumenical
celebrations.

While local churches may differ, it
is important that pastors, church
leaders and local church historians
use this special anniversary as an
opportunity to remember the
contributions of John Wesley.
Hearing again about John Wesley's
passion for the Word of God, social
justice and evangelism can be a
source of encouragement and renewal
for mission and ministry of our
church.
Here are just a few ideas for your
church's tercentenary birthday party
(resources for these events can be
found at the web sites listed below):

• Celebrate the ministry of John
Wesley in a worship service.
• Offer a short term study on the life
of John Wesley or John Wesley 's
sermons.
• Invite a speaker to lecture about
the life of John Wesley.
• Invite Sunday School children to
tell the congregation about the life of
John Wesley.
• Join with other denominations that
share Wesleyan heritage and host an
ecumenical service or series of
lectures.

• Create a bulletin board about John;
Wesley's life.

The United Methodist Church has
provided many resources, including
• Include a series of articles about worship services, sermons,
John Wesley in the church newsletter educational and historical information
at its web sites. A Power Point
or bulletin.
presentation and pictorial history also
are available. See "John Wesley's
Include a "Wesleyan Minute" in
Sunday services.
Tercentenary Celebration" at
r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , www.umc.org/headlines/wesley
!tercentenary. The General Board of
:Global Ministry also offers
'information and resources at gbgmIumc.org/umhistory/wesley/.
To learn more about how the
Methodist Church in Great Britain is
marking Wesley 's 300th birthday go
to the web site
www .wesley2003.org.uk
Helpful publications include: John
Wesley by Albert Outler (Oxford
University Press); Wesley and the
'; People called Methodists by Richard
' : Heitzenrater (Abingdon Press); John
Wesley's Sermons edited by Outler
' and Heitzenrater (Abingdon Press);
Wesley Family Book of Days by
Susan Pellowe.

This plaque is one of many honoring John Wesley
and his brother on St. Simon's Island, GA. There
also is a beautiful garden placed along a path where
John took daily walks while in America.

Happy birthday
John Wesley
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·Dr. William Quick to speak on May 16
In celebration of the tercentenary of
John Wesley's birthday, the
Commission on Archives and History
is hosting a presentation by wellknown scholar and speaker Rev. Dr.
William K. Quick. He will speak on
"John Wesley at 300: The Man, the
Movement, the Methodist Future."
The presentation will begin at 9:30
a.m. at the Shipman Library at Adrian
College on Friday, May 16.
Refreshments will be served and
everyone is welcome to attend this
Wesley birthday celebration.
Quick chairs the history committee
of the General Commission of
Archives and History. Since his ·
retirement in July, 1998 as senior
pastor of Metropolitan ch~rch in
Detroit, he has taught dunng the
winter/spring semester at D~ke
University Divinity School m

Durham, ·Nc. As Visiting Faculty, he
teaches Leadership and
Administration, co-teaches 20th
Century Methodism and in the
recently completed semester has
taught Stewardship and Church
Finance, a new seminar offered for
the first time in the divinity School.
Named the Associate General
Secretary of the World Methodist
council in 2001, he heads the
Council 's "Achieving the Vision"
effort to raise a $20 million
endowment over the current
quinquenni urn.
Quick has also been instrumental in
the General Board of Global
Ministries partnership program to reopen United Methodist churches in
Latvia and Lithuania which were
closed in 1944 by Soviet occupation.

Since 1992, 12 churches have been
re-opened in Latvia with a new
church start commencing and nine
churches re-opened in Lithuania.
Three new churches in Lithuania are
being organized presently including
one which the 2002 West Michigan
Conference voted to sponsor in a
multi-year $500,000 project
providing missionalleadership in
addition to finances.
Global Methodism is marking the
300th anniversary of the birth of J ohr
Wesley (June 17, new calendar).
Methodist congregations around the
world have been requested by the
World Methodist Council to celebrate
this tercentenary of Wesley 's birth
and to receive a special "birthday gift'
for the work of Methodist and
Wesleyan-related ministries through
the Council.

