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J.A. BAUGHMAN CHURCH HISTORY AWARDS, 2005
(former archivist and historian of the
Conference, who discusses circuit riders)
and church members. All the while,
there is footage of the church, historic
photos of the village of Farmington and
the first building in which the church
was housed, visually enhancing the
stories being told by narrators and
interviewees. In this context, people
unfamiliar with Methodist traditions in
general and Farmington UMC in
particular can learn much about the
histories of both.

The Commission on Archives and
History are proud to announce that
Grace United Methodist Church in
Houghton and Farmington United
Methodist Church are the co-winners of
the first annual J .A. Baughman Church
History of the Year Award for 2005.
Both churches will be presented with
commemorative plaques during Annual
Conference in May to commemorate
their winning entries.
In 2005, the Commission on Archives
and History of the Detroit Conference
initiated the Church History of the Year
Award. Applications were included in
the Spring and Fall editions of The
Historical Messenger. Entries arrived in
the form of DVDs, written histories that
included photographs, and audiocassette
recordings. The Commission received a
number of exemplary entries and we are
proud to award Grace and Farmington as
this year's co-winners.

The words and images are accompanied
by beautiful music in the background
which takes a more prominent role when
there are no voiceovers, and recedes
nicely into the background again when
stories and histories are being relayed.
Two other DVDs- "Generations of
Praise" (2005) and "The 75th
Anniversary of the Church Sanctuary"
(1997) are included. Both are the
complete services celebrating,
respectively, all of the generations of
worshippers at Farmington UMC, and
the anniversary of the sanctuary. A
fourth DVD is also entered, a production
of the Farmington Hills Historic District
Commission from 1995. The story of the
building is told through oral histories of
the senior pastor then serving
Farmington and the church historian,
Mr. Legg. This video makes use of
historic photos and interviews to present
the story of the building's construction
and evolution in a concise, informative
manner.

Farmington UMC
Farmington Historical Committee
member Mary Legg submitted an array
ofDVDs and a written history that
combines new technology with the
traditional written word to tell the story
of Farmington UMC.
The main DVD, entitled "Past, Present
and Future," is a complete history of the
church that celebrates its 175th
anniversary and was produced in 2004.
The DVD is presented in much the same
manner of a Ken Burns film .....: there are
interviews with church members, pastors
present and past, Dr. Matthew Herbst
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Not only does Mr. Reynolds author a
great text, he documents everything.
Each page contains extensive footnotes,
and the book features an introduction, an
appendix of pastors that served Grace
UMC, a four-page bibliography and a
guide to citations of archival materials.
Within the text, Mr. Reynolds provides
statistics, tables, floor plans and details
of expansion projects. Everything
anyone could wish to know about Grace
UMC is covered in this work.

Farmington's written history, entitled
"Through the Years," was written for the
church's 175111 anniversary in 2004. The
booklet reviews the history of the church
in the context of the history of
Farmington and the state, and serves
well as a supplement to the main DVD.
Various photos illustrate the church's
historical role in the community,
including photos of such things as a
placard advertising a 25-cent supper
served by the Methodist men in 1915.
The book also includes lists of pastors
and first-person remembrances written
by longtime members.

Mr. Reynolds quotes a Grace pastor on
his church's town from 1865: "If any
place can beat Houghton I would like to
know it." Likewise, if any written
history can better capture the essence of
a church's triumphs and tribulations
during a period of sweeping historic and
economic change, I would like to see it.

Grace UMC, Houghton
On behalf of Grace United Methodist
Church, Terry Reynolds of the Social
Sciences department at Michigan Tech
University submitted a first-rate written
history.

This award is named after Rev. J.A.
Baughman, an early circuit rider in
Michigan and Ohio (and author of the
quote extolling the virtues of Houghton).
The study of history is often replete with
curious coincidences, and this is
certainly the case with Rev. Baughman
as he relates to this particular
competition.

"Grace of Houghton" is a thoroughly
researched history of the church and
Houghton that captures the growth of
both in sharp, clear language that is
enlightening and entertaining. Having
dived into books, pamphlets, personal
diaries and church records to cull the
information he conveys, Mr. Reynolds
presents the definitive work on Grace
UMC. Chronological chapters weave the
tale of the church within the context of
events taking place locally, nationally
and globally. His details are fascinating,
including historical gems such as the
church's community role in the wake of
President Lincoln's assassination and the
story of the famous guest organist who
played on the church's brand new organ
in the 1930s. Those are just to name a
couple - there are many more.

When studying the superlative entries
from Farmington United Methodist
Church and Grace United Methodist
Church in Houghton, it was apparent
that both congregations owe a great deal
to Rev. Baughman for his lasting
contributions and steadfast work,
especially in helping found the
Farmington church. Rev. Baughman was
well-respected throughout Michigan and
Ohio. The archives are in possession of a
letter written by a man in Batavia
County, Ohio, who had heard Rev.
Baughman preach there. Mr. Joshua Diel
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Methodist Recorder dated October 22,
1881. A featured article on the front
page of the "Official Organ of the
Methodist Episcopal Church" documents
the thoughts of Professor Thomas
Huxley on the importance of Bible study
in his life and in the life of children.

wrote of Rev. Baughman "Never before
was displayed in my hearing such a flow
of divine eloquence." Similar sentiments
accompanied news accounts of his death.
We of the Commission thought it was
appropriate that Rev. Baughman be
recognized in some small way for his
ministry that indeed helped establish a
strong foundation for our church at
opposite ends of the state.

Huxley, it will be remembered, was
well-known in England and elsewhere
for his writings on the evolution of man,
most especially Evidence ofMan's Place
in Nature (1863). Vanderbilt University
commissioned a bust to honor Professor
Huxley and his speaking tour of the
United States in 1876 was widely
received throughout the United States.
Professor Huxley was a great supporter
and colleague of Charles Darwin.

The Commission on Archives and
History is again sponsoring the Church
History of the Year Award for 2006.
Applications can be found in The
Historical Messenger and entries should
be sent to the archives at Adrian College.
Learning the histories of the churches
that entered this competition was a
rewarding and fulfilling experience, and
it is our sincere hope that those who
entered the competition enjoyed it as
much as we have. The Commission
would like to thank all of the churches
that participated in 2005 by awarding
them honorable mention certificates. We
look forward to an ever-growing
historical competition in the years to
come.

Professor Huxley was often mistaken for
being against religion, so forceful was
his belief in scientific reason above most
everything else. Yet as the following
excerpts from The Methodist Recorder
reveal, Professor Huxley identified
acutely with the practicality of Biblical
education for the young and did not
eschew religion at all:
"Take the Bible as a whole; make the
severest deduction which fair criticism
can dictate for short-comings and
positive errers (sic); eliminate, as a
sensible lay teacher would do, if left to
himself, all that is not desirable for
children to occupy themselves with; and
there still remains in this old literature a
vast residum of moral grandeur.

Professor Thomas Huxley on
Bible Study for Children
One of the more interesting aspects of
spending time in the Detroit Conference
archives in the Shipman Library at
Adrian College is uncovering - whether
by design or by accident - interesting
articles and artifacts that illuminate
further the history of Methodism in the
United States.

"And then consider the great historical
fact that for three centuries this book has
been woven into the life of all that is
best and noblest in English history; that
is has become the national epic of
Britain, and is familiar to noble and

One such serendipitous discovery came
in the form of a yellowed edition of The
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simple, from John O'Groat's house to
Land's End, as Dante and Tasso were
once to the Italians. .."

Despite Professor Huxley' s
endorsements of Bible study, he was
looked upon with scorn by many who
misinterpreted his message or were
simply intolerant ofhis point of view. In
a cartoon published in The Daily
Graphic during his 1876 tour, the
professor was depicted as destroying a
statue of Moses under the title "Huxley
Eikonoklastes." Professor Huxley,
however, continued lecturing and
expanded his studies by joining some of
the most well-known American
scientists of the day to search for fossils
on the North American continent.

"By the study of what other books could
children be so much humanized, and
made to feel that each figure in that vast
historical procession fills, like
themselves, but a momentary space in
the interval between the two eternities,
and earns the blessings or the curses of
all time, according to its effort to do
good and hate evil, even as they are
earning their payment for their work? ..."
"At least I know that some of the
pleasantest recollections of my
childhood are connected with the
voluntary study of an ancient Bible
which belonged to my
grandmother. .. What comes vividly back
to mind are remembrances of my delight
in the histories of Joseph and David, and
of my keen appreciation of the
chivalrous kindness of Abraham in his
dealings with Lot. Like a sudden flash
there returns back upon me my utter
scorn of the pettifogging meanness of
Jacob, and my sympathetic grief over the
heartbreaking lamentation of the cheated
Esau, ' Hast thou not a blessing for me
also, 0 my father?' And I see, as in a
cloud, pictures of the grand
phantasmagoria of the book of
Revelation.

As the above writings from Professor
Huxley indicate, he did not pay attention
to those who accused him of being
against religion and was not hesitant
about expressing his views in spite of the
virulent opposition to his message.
Professor Huxley died in 1895.

A Note from the Archivist
Greetings from the new
Historian/Archivist of the Detroit
Conference ...
On February 1, 2006 I took up where Dr.
Matthew Herbst left off. Needless to say,
I have quite a standard to meet. It is
paramount that the archives continue to
grow and I look forward to working with
you to help make that happen. I also
hope to continue to make the Historical
Messenger as interesting and informative
as has Dr. Herbst. As he wrote in his
farewell message, the Messenger is "the
most important means with connecting
with our local churches and friends
across the conference." I hope to
continue to make the Messenger worth

"I enumerate, as they issue, the childish
impressions which come crowding out
of the pigeon holes in my brain, in which
they have lain almost undisturbed for
forty years. I prize them as an evidence
that a child of five or six years old, left
to his own devices, may be deeply
interested in the Bible, and draw sound
moral understanding from it."
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Shipman Library has been exceedingly
helpful and friendly. Special thanks goes
to student archival assistant Meredith
Burns of Adrian College for her fme
work and dedication.

your while and to make everyone in the
Conference aware of its presence.
Some historical information about the
new historian: I was born and raised in
Dearborn and graduated from Purdue
University in 1995 with a degree in
Political Science/History. I spent over
two years working with the C-SPAN
Archives at my alma mater and was an
Editor/Project Manager for over four
years with Thomson/Gale in Farmington
Hills. In 2001 -02 I managed the
development and release of the third
edition of the acclaimed reference work
The Presidents: A Reference History,
which was presented to President
George W. Bush in the Oval Office in
November 2002.

Should you have any archival questions,
concerns, requests, complaints or
suggestions, please do not hesitate to
contact me via telephone at
734.956.1170 or via e-mail at:
mmay@adrian.edu
Heartfelt thanks goes to Diana Spitnale
Miller and the rest of the Commission on
Archives and History for giving me the
opportunity to serve as the
Historian!Archivist. I will work hard to
see that we have a successful
collaboration and to continue the good
work while maintaining and growing the
historical importance of the archives.

Since 2003 I have worked as a freelance
writer and editor, concentrating on
reference books for junior high and high
school students in the fields of
government, history and humanities. I
live in Livonia with my wife, Mary, a
1997 graduate of the University of
Michigan and our daughter, Olivia
Adeline, who was born September 30,
2005.

Donation Spotlight: The
Epworth Herald
Upon arriving at the archives for the first
day on the job, the new
historian/archivist was greeted by a large
box filled to the brim with copies of a
publication familiar to many who have
been affiliated with the United
Methodist Church. The daughter of the
late J. Howard Potrude of Cadillac,
Michigan, had generously donated a
number of issues of The Epworth
Herald, the house organ of The Epworth
League, to the Detroit Conference
Archives.

Some of you may recognize my last
name; my mother, Rev. Judith A. May,
is the senior pastor at Warren United
Methodist Church and has been an
ordained minister since 1990. While my
work and contributions to the
Conference will no doubt pale in
comparison to my mother's, I am very
glad to have the opportunity to serve in
this post.

Youth organizations in the Methodist
church originated because of a growing
concern among ministers that the heavy
migration to urban centers during the
Industrial Revolution might compromise

I would like to thank Librarians Noelle
Keller and David Cruse for their help in
getting me started and for making me
feel so welcome. The staff of the
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the ideals of Christian youth. The
Epworth League was established by the
Methodist Society in the United States
and became a formal organization for the
church's youth in 1888, when two other
Methodist youth groups - the Oxford
League and the Young People's
Methodist Alliance - merged. In the late
1930s/early 1940s, The Epworth League
was succeeded by the more-familiar
Methodist Youth Foundation (MYF).

Articles of all kinds appeared in the
Herald and submissions were welcome
from readers. The Herald showcased
features such as "Picturesque
Personalities of Methodism," that
informed readers on figures such as
Bishop Asbury and California Taylor,
the "San Francisco Street Preacher";
reprinted articles about college education
and weekly devotional meetings from
other publications, such as the Baptist
Standard and Illustrated Quarterly; went
into great depth in profiling Methodist
homes for boys, women's colleges and
other denominational educational
institutions; and published poetry and
short stories. In short, a wealth of
historical and literary contributions to
the Methodist story is contained in the
pages of the Herald.

In 1890, publication of The Epworth
Herald ("A paper for young people and
older people with young hearts") began,
and lasted until 1940 and the creation of
the MYF. The magazine was published
by Jennings & Pye in Chicago, and
Eaton and Mains in New York. Various
sources say that the Herald was
published twice a month, but the
donation to the archives indicates that, at
least between 1903 and 1907, the Herald
was published on a weekly basis.

Those of us affiliated with the archives
are extremely grateful to the family of J.
Howard Potrude for their contribution to
our collection. If you are interested in
donating material to the archives - or
know of persons who are so interested please contact the historian/archivist at
mmay@adrian.edu.

The issues of The Epworth Herald now
archived in the Shipman Library at
Adrian College begin with the
September 12, 1903, edition. The price
for a year's subscription to the Herald
was $1 .00, though purchasing 25 or
more lowered the cost to 80 cents. By
the last issue in the donated collectionDecember 21, 1907 - the cost for an
annual subscription remained at a dollar.
All of the issues in this collection
contain a good deal of advertisements,
indicating that revenue was not a
problem for the Herald. Ads for
products and companies such as stained
glass window design, bible study courses
by mail, Ivory Soap, Prudential
Insurance and the Monon Route (which
could get you between Chicago and
Cincinnati in eight hours!) are splashed
throughout the pages of each issue.

J.A. Baughman Church History of the
Year Award
Application Form
Detroit Annual Conference
Commission on Archives and History
Deadline: December 15, 2006
The Commission on Archives and
History is sponsoring its second annual
Church History of the Year competition.
Send in a written history, a video history
of your church or even the link to a
website detailing the story of your
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church. The Commission will recognize
the best entry at Annual Conference.

Newsletter of the Commission on
Archives and History
Detroit Conference of the United
Methodist Church
Diana Spitnale-Miller, Chair
Matthew May, Historian and Archivist
Unless otherwise noted, all original
material within has been written by
Matthew May

Contestants are under no strict
guidelines: Past entries have included
formal written histories complete with
oral histories, video interviews with
longtime congregation members and
church historians, photographs, building
histories, video/audio recordings of
sermons and special services, and all of
the above. The only limitation is your
imagination.

Questions about the content of this
newsletter and research queries may be
directed to:
Archive of the Detroit Conference of the
United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, MI 49221
E-mail: mmay@adrian.edu
On the Web at:
http://www .adrian.edu/library/resources/
archive.php

If your church would like to participate
in the Detroit Conference's church
history competition, please fill out this
application and submit it to the
Historian/Archivist at the address listed
below along with your church's most
recent history. Questions and comments
may also be sent to the
Historian/Archivist.
Church Information:
Name of church:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
Church website (if applicable):
Contact Person/phone, e-mail:

Donations to the archive collection may
be made by contacting the
archivist/historian. Monetary donations
are welcome in the form of joining the
"Friends of the Archive" group, which
sponsors memberships of one year for
$6, two years for $15, five years for $30,
and a lifetime membership for $100.
Payment by check (payable to "Friends
of the Archive") and member
information can be sent to:

Format (circle all that apply): Print
Video (DVDNHS) Website Other
Date history was compiled:

Sharon Scott, Treasurer
214 E. Michigan Ave.
Clinton, MI 49236

Submit application and entry to:
Archive of the Detroit Conference of
the United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, MI 49221

"Friends of the Archive" is a non-profit
group that supports the Archive and the
mission of historical preservation of
documents and material pertaining to the
Detroit Conference.
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