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J.A. BAUGHMAN HISTORY AWARD, 2006
Nardin Park United Methodist Church, Farmington Hills
The Commission on Archives and History are proud to announce that Nardin Park United
Methodist Church in Farmington Hills is the recipient of the second annual J.A.
Baughman Church History ofthe Year Award. Nardin Park will be presented a
commemorative plaque during Annual Conference in honor of its winning entry.
Co-written by James A. McConnell and Annette W. McConnell, Our Journey: The
History ofNardin Park United Methodist Church is a beautifully constructed and
thorough telling of the Nardin Park story that synthesizes exhaustive research, enjoyable
prose, and well-placed photographs and illustrations. The book traces the church' s origins
on Grand River Avenue in Detroit's Nardin Park subdivision to mid-2006 and describes
the goings-on within the church that include everything from Nardin's boys' basketball
team to a wedding ceremony in which the bridegroom and best man sky dove onto a field
behind the church.
Organized largely by decade, Our Journey utilizes the extensive information available in
the Nardin Park Archives, which include bulletins for worship services dating back to late
1928. The McConnells recognize the leadership of Dorothy McCoskey, who has done a
tremendous job of organizing Nardin's archival materials on behalf of the church's
History and Archives Committee, as well as the contributions of the late Marion and
Preasly Hatch, both of whom retained membership at Nardin Park beginning in 1927.
Our Journey was published by IRIS Design & Print in Dearborn.
Jim and Annette McConnell are residents of Livonia and both dedicated their
professional careers to education. Both earned advanced degrees in education and taught
at nearly each level of school, including the university level. Jim has been a member of
Nardin Park for over 40 years.
Simply put, Our Journey is the authoritative history of Nardin Park United Methodist
Church.
The Commission on Archives and History is again sponsoring the Baughman Church
History Award for 2007. Applications can be found in the Historical Messenger and
entries should be sent to the archives at Adrian College' s Shipman Library and to the
attention of the archivist.
Entries may be in any form a church so chooses; the Commission has received bound
histories such as Nardin Park's, DVD presentations of a church 's history, and audio
cassette recordings of important services. Some churches utilize their web pages to
document history. In short, any creative outlet for telling the story of your church is
welcomed in this competition.
The Commission thanks all ofthe churches who entered this year' s competition, and we
look forward to the next set of entries in 2007.

BRUNGER PAPERS PROJECT UPDATE
Work commences on historical anthology
As noted in the last issue ofthe Historical Messenger, a group of members of the
Commission on Archives and History have commenced work on The Ron Brunger
Papers Project. This work will yield a published collection of the writings of the late Rev.
Ron Brunger. In light of the proposed merger and the possibility that the 2008 Annual
Conference will be the final meeting of the Detroit Conference, it is hoped that the book
will be available at next year's Conference to juxtapose and celebrate our past, present,
and future.
Since that time, the project team members (Sharon Scott, Jeanne Thomas, Mark Keller,
and Matt May) have been selecting the best and most interesting articles written by the
prolific Rev. Brunger, which appeared in various outlets such as the Historical
Messenger and the Michigan Christian Advocate. The group has arranged the chosen
articles by subject and includes works on the history of Methodism in the state, the
particularly unique stories of some of the earliest Methodist churches in Michigan,
profiles of Methodist preachers and circuit riders, and the rise of women and the role of
Native Americans in our denomination. The book will also include photographs and
illustrations to supplement Rev. Brunger's vivid stories and histories. Our working title is
Rev. Ronald A. Brunger 's Writings - Michigan Methodism, Methodists and More.
The Commission has 60 percent of the amount needed to see this effort to publication. If
you are interested in assisting the Commission in the production of this valuable
historical publication, your church's name will be included in the book for a $100
donation. Individual donations of any amount are also most welcome. We would
appreciate any and all donations being made by September 1, 2007, so as to allow us to
cover all publication charges in a timely manner.
If your church or an individual in your church would like to donate, please make checks
payable to the Friends of the Archives; in the memo area of the check, please indicate
that the money is for the Brunger Project. Mail donations to:
Friends of the Archives
214 E. Michigan Ave.
Clinton, MI 49236
Reviewing the articles written by Rev. Brunger has given the project team a fascinating
insight into the history of our church in Michigan, as well as the writing style employed
and tireless work devoted to our history by Rev. Brunger. We hope you are as excited
about this project as are the members of the Commission, and we look forward to hearing
from you and presenting the finished product at Annual Conference next year.

A NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST
The Importance ofHistoncal Study
Editor's note: The following does not represent the opinion of the Commission on
Archives and History, only that of the archivist.
As you may know, a small group of faculty members at Southern Methodist University in
Dallas, Texas, vociferously object to the school hosting the future presidential library and
policy center of President George W. Bush once his second term expires. Their
objections have come in the form of letters to editors, op-ed pieces in various
publications, and petitions distributed on SMU's campus.
Within these forums, some faculty have argued that many of President Bush's policies
"diverge from United Methodist social teachings," and, therefore, Southern Methodist
University should not have anything to do with a presidential library or policy center
bearing his name. While some critics have shifted their objections solely to the policy
center being housed on SMU' s campus, others continue to protest the proposed oncampus library' s presence as well. The former objection complains that a policy center
will turn a part of SMU into a partisan political organ, thereby giving the appearance of
the church's endorsement of President Bush.
Whatever one might think of President Bush, his policies, or his faith, it would be a
devastating academic loss to a wonderful Methodist institution if such objections were
heeded and the presidential library complex was built elsewhere on another campus.
Should the plans for a Bush Library and policy institute at Southern Methodist go
forward, however, faculty, students, and administrators at SMU - in addition to the
university community at large - will be privy to presentations, discussions, published
works, and thinking about one of the most important periods of American history. If that
is not educational, nothing is. Agree or disagree, a policy institute by its very nature is a
study of politics and, thus, an educational endeavor. If the study of politics and history
has no place on SMU's campus, the only question remaining is when will the political
science and history programs within Southern Methodist's Dedman College be
discontinued?
Presidential policy centers and institutes often host academic discussions regarding
ongoing national policy both foreign and domestic. They employ academics and
independent scholars who pursue their studies of these fields, and invite learned
individuals to address audiences invited to listen to various views of national policy. The
scholars who toil within a policy center publish their works in various outlets, written and
spoken. The Nixon Center, for example, publishes a magazine, The National interest.
The Carter Center publishes an annual report of its activities and a newsletter. Nobody
can say these endeavors are not academic and educational in nature, partisan though they
may sometimes be. Moreover, one can argue with merit that the academic work produced
in these centers outshines the quality of most university professors.

Yes, it's true; a policy institute enunciating and defending a U.S. president's policies and
beliefs will be a partisan organ and that should be self-evident to all. Yet nobody formally
objects to the partisan organ of former president Jimmy Carter being closely affiliated
with Emory University, another outstanding Methodist educational institution. This is
because reasonable people recognize that - for good or ill - the policy institute attempts
to educate the university and the community at large about the policy and politics favored
and advanced by a former U.S. president. A policy institute is an educational entity and
what better place for an academic study of a presidential administration than a college
campus?
Those who oppose a presidential library and policy center on Southern Methodist's
campus must be aware that the work yielded from within is not always flattering to the
president in question. For instance, author Robert Caro practically lived in the Lyndon B.
Johnson presidential library at the University of Texas, and nobody would say that the
three published installments of Mr. Caro's planned four-part series on the life of
President Johnson qualify as hagiography. Would those now objecting to the library's
presence at SMU be not proud of an academic or trade publication that was highly critical
of George W. Bush's terms in office based on extensive research conducted at the Bush
library at SMU? Given the past history of presidential biographers, such a volume or
volumes is highly likely.
United Methodists should be proud that another of its educational institutions will partner
with a former U.S. president to further study politics and history. Faculty of Methodist
schools and members of the United Methodist denomination should neither assume nor
fear that partnering with a former president will constitute an endorsement of that
president's policies. What such an affiliation does constitute, on the contrary, is an
endorsement of the academy's best qualities - research, discussion, published works, and
the furtherance of understanding and analyzing the momentous events that have shaped
and continue to shape our nation's history.
As it is with the Carter Center and its partnership with Emory University, not all will
agree with the views expressed by the library and policy institute that is soon to be
housed at Southern Methodist, just as not all agree with the pronouncements and policies
by individual leaders of state. But that's a good thing. Schools affiliated with the United
Methodist Church should have diversity of thought. Isn't that what the academy is all
about - or at least should be?

Archives News and Notes
Many thanks to Shipman Library's Noelle Keller for allowing the archives to utilize a
generous amount of space in an annex adjacent to the archives; this will allow the transfer
of a good deal of materials and cut down on overcrowding, which will reduce the risk of
damage to our collection in case of a flood or other natural disaster ...
Thanks to Nancy J. Van Blaricum of Dexter United Methodist Church for visiting the
archives and making a generous monetary donation. Nancy is researching the history of
Dexter UMC for the upcoming festivities associated with the church's 175 111 anniversary.
The Dexter UMC will mark this occasion with a special worship service on September
16 ....
Thanks to Mark Keller of t he Commission on Archives and History, who has agreed to
help with editing and searching for photographs to be included in the Ron Brunger
Project (see article in this edition of the Messenger) . ..
The archives welcomed Kathy Carter and her group of youngsters from the Chelsea
United Methodist Youth Group in February. The children listened to a presentation about
the archives, reviewed various items in our collection, and learned more about the history
of Methodism before taking a tour of the facility ...
Thank you to all of the participants in the J.A. Baughman Church History Award contest,
and to those churches who have gotten an early jump on the competition for this year,
specifically Plymouth First United Methodist. ..
Thanks to Harley Topham, Church Historian at Court Street United Methodist Church in
Flint for his recent donation of papers to be enclosed in Court Street's file. Such
donations are always welcome and are important additions to a church' s current file ...
Archives queries can be sent to matthewtmay@yahoo.com, or by writing directly to the
archives at:
Detroit Conference Archives
Shipman Library
110 S. Madison
Adrian, MI 49221
Queries will be answered in the order they are received, bearing in mind that the archivist
is at Adrian once a week. Some queries may take longer depending on the amount of
research required ...

J.A. Baughman Church History of the Year Award 2007
Application Form
Detroit Annual Conference Commission on Archives and History
Deadline: January 15, 2008
The Commission on Archives and History is sponsoring its third annual Church History
of the Year competition. Send in a written history, a video history of your church or even
the link to a website detailing the story of your church. The Commission will recognize
the best entry at Annual Conference.
Contestants are under no strict guidelines: Past entries have included formal written
histories complete with oral histories, video interviews with longtime congregation
members and church historians, photographs, building histories, video/audio recordings
of sermons and special services, and all of the above. The only limitation is your
imagination.
If your church would like to participate in the Detroit Conference's church history
competition, please fill out this application and submit it to the Historian/Archivist at the
address listed below along with your church's most recent history. Questions and
comments may also be sent to the Historian/Archivist.

Church Information:
Name of church:
Address:
Phone:
E -mail:
Church website (if applicable):
Contact Person/phone, e-mail:
Format (circle all that apply): Print

Video (DVDNHS)

Website

Other

Date history was compiled
Submit application and entry to:
Matt May, Historian/Archivist
Archive of the Detroit Conference of the United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, MI 49221
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Newsletter of the Commission on Archives and History
Detroit Conference of the United Methodist Church
Diana Spitnale-Miller, Chair
Matthew May, Historian and Archivist
Unless otherwise noted, all original material within has been written by Matthew May
Questions about the content of this newsletter and research queries may be directed to the
Historian/Archivist at:
Archive of the Detroit Conference of the United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, MI 49221
517.546.2730
E-mail : mmay@adrian.edu
On the Web at: http:/ /www.adrian.edu/library/resources/archive.php
Donations to the archive collection may be made by contacting the archivist/historian.
Monetary donations are welcome in the form of joining the " Friends of the Archive"
group, which sponsors memberships of one year for $6, two years for $15, five years for
$30, and a lifetime membership for $100. Payment by check (payable to " Friends of the
Archive") and member information can be sent to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer
214 E. Michigan Ave.
Clinton, MI 49236
"Friends of the Archive" is a non-profit group that supports the Archive and the mission
of historical preservation of documents and material pertaining to the Detroit Conference.
Your support is necessary to sustain the Archive and bridge the past, present and future.

