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CONFERENCE CANE TO BE
PASSED
George MacDonald Jones was the holder of
the Conference Cane since November 1993.
He died at the Chelsea Retirement Community
on July 16, 1998. It has been determined that
the Conference Cane will be passed on to
Walter C.B. Saxman. He will be the 24th
person entrusted with the Conference Cane.
Walter' s 9P' birthday occurred on July 6,
1998. He is in his 69th year of Christian
service having been admitted On Trial into the

Summer 1998
Detroit Conference in 1929.
The churches Walter and Ruth served are:
Willis and Stoney Creek, Techumseh, Saline,
Hudson, Clarkston, Saulte Ste. Marie Central,
Flint Calvary and Trenton First. They retired
in 1971 and currently reside in the Chelsea
Retirement Community.
The guidelines for determining the holder of
the Conference Cane were establish during the
1959 session of the Detroit Annual
Conference. The guidelines require "that the
recipient of the Cane should be the oldest
member of the Conference, who had served at
least 3 5 years in the Detroit Annual
Conference, and is a resident within the
bounds of the Conference at the time of the
presentation."

***
SYMBOLISM OF CONFERENCE
CANE
The Conference Cane represents and
symbolizes many FIRSTS for American
Methodism and Methodism in the Detroit
Conference. It reminds us of our memorable
past. The holder of the Conference Cane is a
significant part of the spread of Christianity
in Michigan.
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The main body of the cane comes from the
church in Adrian where the Detroit Conference
was organized in 1856.
An insert of a piece of wood came from the
log church erected in 1818 at the River Rouge
near Detroit.
This represents the first
Methodist Episcopal Church in Michigan.
Another wood insert comes from the book
case of Reverend Seth Reed the first
centenarian of our conference.
Another wood insert comes from a tree near
the St. Lawrence River close to the grave of
Barbara Heck, who encouraged her cousin
Philip Embury to preach the first Methodist
sermon in America.
The next wood insert is from a former church
building in Ann Arbor where Judson Collins a
Methodist and the first Protestant missionary
from America to China, was converted in
1837.
Another wood insert comes from the pulpit of
Lovely Lane Meeting House in Baltimore,
Maryland. It was used by Robert Strawbridge
and was in the building where the Methodist
Episcopal Church was organized.

celebration in 1997.
Each month they
recognized person born in different decades.
These memories are sometimes humorous and
always valuable bits of the history of the
church. At the time of their celebration there
were three women members more than 100
years of age. Orpha Adams, now deceased,
Gwen Phillips reported the
was 100.
following remembrances by Orpha.]
Orpha Adams ... told me about the dinners the
women used to prepare in the unequipped
church kitchen. They determined what kettles
and utensils they would need and carried them
from their own kitchens to the church and then
back home. Some lived quite a distance from
the church as Orpha did, and were often
accompanied by young children. Now that' s
dedication!
Orpha also told me of a dinner that Methodist
Women served the Baptist congregation. It
took a long time to serve the dinner and clear
the tables. By the time the Methodist workers
were ready to eat, the kettle of chicken that
had been simmering on the back of the stove
to keep it warm was doing some bubbling that
wasn't generated by stove heat. The ladies
determined it might be spoiling and threw it all
out. They fervently hoped that it was OK
when they served it. No Baptists reported
illness.

* **

As Orpha said, "My Land, if Baptists had
gotten sick, couldn't you just imagine the
headline, 'Methodist's Poison Baptists."'

HAVE YOU PRESERVED THE
REMEMBRANCES OF THE
OLDER CHURCH MEMBERS?

***

[Judson Davis of the Davison United
Methodist Church forwarded, for their file in
the Archives, several remembrances that were
shared during worship services over the
several months of their 125th anniversary

NEWS CONCERNING
COMMISSION MEMBERS
Word has been
received that Eleanor
Rhinesmith, wife of James Rhinesmith,
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suffered a stroke on May 17 and is in
rehabilitation.
Floyd Ogden, husband ofLucille Ogden was
hospitalized and subsequently they had to
cancel their participation in the July North
Central Jurisdiction Convocation at Albion
College.
Reverend Tim Dibble joins the Commission
as the representative from the Marquette
District for the term of 1998-2002. Doris
Hartwell has moved- from th~e- Marquette- District and now is a Member at Large from
the Flint District for the term of 1998-2002.
We welcome these persons to our
Commission.

***
CONVOCATION NOTES

Six persons (Bob and Emily Boley, Marilyn
McNitt, Sharon Scott, Jeanne Thomas and
James Simmons) represented our Detroit
Conference at the July 6-9 Convocation at
Albion College. In addition three persons
from our conference were presenters of
lectures (Dorothy Reuter, Lavere Webster and
John Weeks.)
In 2002 our Conference will be hosting the
convocations which will bring delegates from
North and South Dakota, Indiana, Illinois,
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio and
Wisconsin. Our Commission has already
begun planning for this event.
The convocation began with a worship service
in which our Bishop Ott spoke and set the
stage for all that followed . We enjoyed a bus
tour to the Michigan State Capitol, Lansing
Central United Methodist Church and the
Michigan Museum and Archives.
Lavere

Webster spellbound us with his presentation
on Wesleyanna and John Weeks told about
the Methodist chautauqua at Bay View. We
had a visit from "Anna Howard Shaw" who
was an early Methodist woman preacher and
also active in the women's rights movement.
"Judson Collins," a native Michigan Methodist
and America's first missionary to China made
his appearance. There was much more, but
you can obviously see this was a very
interesting and varied time together. It was
-stimulating to hear what other Archives
Commissions are doing.

* * **
DO YOU KNOW A CREATIVE
PERSON?

[You may have within your congregation a
creative person who could compose a poem or
song that highlights your church. I discovered
in "The History of the Davison United
Methodist Church" an example of the words
and music of a song created by Andrew Klock.
It is entitled:" Anniversary Song."]
Amazing g race, how sweet the sound
It picked me up, when I was feeling down
It gave me the feeling like I would always be
Close to the hearts of my church family.
The church' s one foundation is Jesus Christ it's true,
But the tools that make it work, consist of me and
you.
And for a thousand tongues to sing our great
Redeemer ' s praise
They have to join together, to worship in one place.
When times got tough or things went wrong
You shined down from heaven, and helped us stay
strong.
You gave us hope, to help us carry on,
And that is the reason, we' re singing this song.

OTHERS ON OUR MAILING LIST
In arrears (paid to 96/97)
Comp./DS&Bishop
Comp./Comrnission A&H
General Commission A&H
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CHORUS
Thank you Lord for saving my soul
Thank you Lord for making me whole
Thank you Lord for letting me see
Thank you Lord for setting me free
Thank you Lord for evel)thing
Thank you Lord to thee I sing
Thank you Lord for caring for me
Thank you Lord on this our church's 125th
anniversary!

Submitted by Sharon Scott,
5/25/98

IS IT TIME TO JOIN OR RENEW
YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

***
FRffiNDSOFTHEARCH~S

[At the June 2, 1998 Annual Meeting held in
Stephenson Alumni Lounge at Adrian College,
Sharon Scott, Treasurer submitted the
following report.]
TOTAL ASSETS
5/22/98 United Bank and Trust
5/23/98 United Bank and Trust-deposit
3/3 1198 Unity Credit Union
(Includes 14 Life Memberships)

1771.88
96.00
1717.02
3584.90

INCOME 97/98
Memberships and gifts
Interest - United Bank and Trust
Interest- Unity

23
8
10
_1
42
Sec./Treas

294.00
18.73
50.56
363.29

EXPENDITURES 97/98
Mailings of Historical Messenger
93.00
Mailing of Historical Messenger
95.00
Mailing of Historical Messenger
93.00
Guidelines for Archives and History 33.32
314.32

PAID MEMBERSHIP AS OF May 25, 1998
6.00
10
Regular
Sustaining
12.00
29
30.00
15
Supporting
Life
100.00
_2
59

It is up to you. Like the World War II poster
state: "I Need YOU!" The Friends of the
Archives need your support. As you can see,
our yearly income is only slightly more than
our yearly expenditures. We want to do more
in reaching the local church historians with a
program we call "Circuit Rider" which IS
designed to provide "nuts and bolts" help.

Will you accept the challenge to join or renew
your membership AND encourage someone
from a nearby church to become a member.
Our membership dues are not exorbitant. Our
year begins on July 1. The dues categories
are"
Regular
6.00
Sustaining (2 years) 15.00
Supporting (5 years) 30.00
Life (one time)
100.00
Send your dues to our Treasurer, Sharon Scott
at
214 E. Michigan Ave
Clinton, Michigan 49236

***
Death of Life Member
Faye Stephenson
We received word, just before sending out
the Historical Messenger, that Faye
Stephenson, widow of Frank Stephenson died
on July 23, 1998.
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CORNISH MINERS AND
METHODISM
[The Historical Society in 1955 published a
booklet entitled "History ofMethodism in the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan" which
contained several sketches of national groups.
One of these was the Cornish miners that came
from Cornwall. Our Commission on Archives
and History will be entertaining the North
Central Jurisdiction Convocation in the year
2002. Tentative plans suggest we will be
focusing our programs on the "Cornish
Connection." The following paragraphs are
taken from that booklet to begin to acquaint us
with the grand people from Cornwall and our
Methodist ministry with them.]
The population of the Upper Peninsula
includes many national groups; some
authorities state that at least thirty-five groups
are found there. One of the groups which
contributed much to the growth of Methodism
was that of the Cornish miners. When the
copper mines were opened in the 1850's these
men came by the thousands from the county of
Cornwall in England where they had learned
the skills of deep shaft mining for tin and
copper. Most of them were Methodist either
in membership or in preference, a heritage
from the strong influence of John Wesley
upon Cornwall in the days of the great
Methodist Revival.
As these men and their families settled in the
Copper Country - they kept coming for a
period of forty to fifty years - and later
spread into the iron ore ranges, they gave
vigorous support to the establishment of
Methodist churches. Scores of them were
Local Preachers and Class Leaders who
rendered valuable service in starting new
congregations and Sunday Schools. At one

The
time eighty to ninety percent of
congregations at Calumet, Laurium, Hancock,
Mohawk,
Bessemer, Wakefield, Iron
Mountain, (first) were of Cornish extraction.
Their religious life was marked by earnestness,
a fondness for hearty singing of the Wesley
hymns and devotion to the Class Meetings.
They preferred the evening service over the
morning, and it is reported that the church at
Laurium would often have one thousand
people at the evening worship service. From
this group several men entered the ministry of
the Detroit Conference.
After World War I a series of adverse
conditions struck the Copper Country prices slumped, immense stocks of copper
accumulated, and high-grade copper ore was
discovered elsewhere in the country and
abroad. Just at this time came the rapid
development of the automobile industry in
Detroit and thousands of these Cornish people
migrated there.
An interesting legacy from the Cornish days is
the Annual Homecoming Service held at
Central Mine, a ghost town about twenty-five
miles north of Calumet. Here at one time was
a thriving village of some five hundred people.
In 1890 the Methodist Sunday School here
reported a membership of338. Then came the
depletion of the mine around 1900, A
wholesale migration took place. Many of the
houses still stand, some with the furniture, just
as people left them. These persons and their
descendant formed a Homecoming Association
and once a year they return, open up the
Methodist Church on the hillside and hold a
service. Afterwards they picnic on the church
grounds. They have kept the church property
in good repair and freshly painted. [The 92nd
reunion was held in 1998.]

***

Page Six
GENESEE METHODIST
PROTESTANT CHURCH
[A common inquiry received by your Archivist
is the verification of the founding date for a
church as it prepares for an anniversary
celebration. This was the case with The
Genesee United Methodist Church. In its file
was a 193 5 commemoration leaflet that
contained a history of the church. This was
the only bit of historical data available in their
file. The following is that fiistory.]
The Methodist Protestant Church, the only
church in the village, has served this
community as a center for social gatherings as
well as a house of worship for the last thirtyone years.
This church, which was dedicated in March
1904, is the result of the efforts of Mr. Lewis
and Archie Bray ofMt. Morris, who came in
stormy and fair weather during the winter of
1900 and conducted Sunday School.
Following the close of the Sunday School,
Mrs. George Sellers of Flint, formerly of
Genesee, organized the Union Ladies Aid
Society and became its first president. The
first treasurer_was Miss Maud Root,
Although the money from dues and other
church activities was used mostly for
charitable purposes, several members kept
foremost in their minds the plan for building a
church. After purchase of the lot from Dyer
Ensworth, followed the long struggle for the
building fund, in the form of socials, teas, etc.
Finally groups were organized to solicit funds
and among those who contributed largely were
Edwin Sterner and Geo. Hubbard of Flint, who
not only gave money, but also hardware and
fixtures. The fund also was augmented by

the Sale of copies of a poem concerning the
death of George Washington, which was
printed in 1800 in a paper loaned to the church
by James Hiller. A copy of the same was
placed in the corner stone of the church.
... Mrs. Bertha Noble was choir leader for
many years and Mrs. Anna Williams Ludwig
was the organist for several years. Mrs. Lucy
Butterfield, Miss Iva Scott served in this
capacity for some time.
The beautiful organ which is still in use, was
presented by Mrs. Frank G. Rogers, and the
first pulpit was made and presented by Mr.
Charles Stevens ...
The charter members are as follows: Mary W.
Farwell, Lucy Rogers, Warren Rogers, Mrs.
Harriet Owen, Frank G. Rogers, Kate P.
Rogers, Geo. Sellers, Abbie Stephens, Bertha
Bodine Nobles, Mary Ludwig, Joanna Rogers,
Samuel Williams, Mahala Williams.
The first Pastor was Rev. A. E. Miller.
The first Church Secretary was Mrs. Seth
Farwell. The first Church Treasurer, Frank G.
Rogers.
The first Board of Trustees ·were: Seth
Farwell, E.H. Fitch and F.G. Rogers.
The first Choir Leader, Mrs. Bertha Nobles.
The first organist, Mrs. Anna Ludwig.
The first Sunday School Superintendent was
Warren Rogers.
The first Ladies Aid President , Mrs. G.
Sellers.
The first child baptized was Lena Marian
Rogers. The first wedding in the church
marked the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Lewis
Horn.
The oldest members of the church is Mrs.
Bertha Nobles.
The first funeral was held in the church for Mr.
Chas. Hicks.

