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MEET OUR NEWEST
LIFE ME:MBER

OF THE FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES
Patricia Barrymore, at our Annual Meeting in
May, became our newest LIFE :MEMBER of
the Friends of the Archives.

Member to Annual Conference. She served on
the Detroit Conference Emmaus Board for
eight years and taught Sunday School for 22
years. Currently she is President of the Port
Huron District UMW.
A retired school social worker and school
counselor for the Port Huron Area Schoo~
District, she is married to Marshall Barrymore
and has two sons and five grandchildren. She
and Marshall met in the lounge of the Wesley
Foundation at the University ofMichigan. Her
son Kim and wife Kazue live permanently in
Sapporo, Japan, so she has been able to visit
there several times. Son Jay and wife Donna
live in Silver Springs, :N!aryland.
Pat's hobbies include a collection of more than
7,000 mystery books, and going on a bicycle
tour in Europe every year. This year's trip
includes her Maryland family as well. They
will all be biking in Provence, France during
July.

WELCOME PAT.
Pat has attended Port Huron First United
Methodist Church since Cradle Roll, and has
been a member since she was old enough to
join. She has been Chairperson of the StaffParish Relations and the Worship Committees,
Chairperson of Board of Trustees, and Lay

***
A CALL TO WORSHIP
[On June 17, 2001 I attended the Royal Oak
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United Methodist Church for its celebration of
Heritage Sunday that involved the dedication
of its "Gallery of Pastors."
The Call To
Worship might be one that you could adapt for
your Heritage Sunday observance.]
Reader: Come and Worship! Come and
Celebrate! Today is Father's Day! Today we
remember the loving ways that the men in our
lives have shaped our futures and encouraged
our dreams.
People: Today is also Heritage Sunday, and
we remember the pastors who have guided our
spirits and inspired us to deeds of faithfulness
and service.
Reader: Today we dedicate our Gallery of
Pastors, thankful for their ministries among us
and grateful for this chance to remember them.
People: Beginning in 1838, we have shared the
Gospel of the Risen Christ on this comer of
Washington and Seventh. While the building
grew and went through many changes, our
dedication to the Bible and to our Savior never
wavered.
Reader: We are also thankful for the lessons
of love and nurture we learned from our
fathers and grandfathers, our sons and
husbands, our brothers and uncles, our
teachers, doctors, coaches, pastors, and
friends.
People: We are thankful for the loving
ministry offered here for the last 163 years,
remembering the glory of a Truth unfading and
a Spirit always new.
Reader: Come and celebrate our glorious and
faithful past.
People: We come today to celebrate all those
whose love and ministries have brought us to
this day.

***
DETROIT CONFERENCE

JOURNALS

Reverend Ted Townsend is three Journals
short of having a complete run of the Detroit
Conference Journals. Ifyou are willing to part
with the Journals for 1971, 1975 or 1986
please contact him at P.O. Box 1018, Penney
Farms, FL 32079. Ted is a member of the
Detroit Conference and was with the Board of
1-'Iissions
from 1969 through 1989 as
Professor of Old Testament, Leonard
Theological Seminary in India.

***
lVIElVIORIES OF A PASTOR'S WIFE
[In the :file record of Reverend Thomas Shugg
Bottrell I found an article written by his wife
that illustrates what life was like for a minister
in the early 1900's.]

My husband S. Bottrell, came from St. Ives,
Cornwall, England in 1899. He went directly
to the area of Calumet, Michigan, and in 1902
he became a member of the Centennial
Church. He became very active in the work of
the church, singing in the choir, was a teacher
in the Sunday School, later was superintendent
of the Sunday School and also did some
preaching. He became interested in the
ministry through the ministry ofRev. Edward
Bickford. He made his decision to go into the
ministry when the Detroit Annual Conference
was held in Calumet in 1910.
Our first charge was Ewen, Mich. What a start
for a new preacher with a wife and two
children. There was no parsonage so we lived
in a farm house for a month. This house had
no foundation and the house was perched on
blocks of some kind which permitted chickens
and other creatures to roam around
underneath the house. The first night we spent
there, there was a frightening cackling and
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screeching of chickens which were apparently
being attacked by some wild animal on the
prowl. A home was soon found for us though
it was quite a distance from the church. There
were flowing wells in the town so we had to
r' walk a block or more for all our. water. My
husband wore a yoke on his shoulders from
which two pails were suspended and which
made it somewhat easier to carry the water.
We also had a rain barrel at the back of the
house which helped a great deal during the
summer. There was no electricity and it was a
cold parsonage but the folks were warm and
friendly. Our salary was $600 a year so we
were thankful for the gifts of meat and eggs
from our farmers. We also had deer meat
given us during the season.
While living in Ewen my husband organized a
church at Bergland which was at the northern
end ofLake Geobic. Services were held in the
school house. Mr. Bottrell took the noon train
to this small place, made calls in the afternoon
and held a service in the evening at 7:30.
After the service he would wait at the hotel,
which was owned by one of our church
families. Just before twelve o ' clock he would
roll up a newspaper, set fire to it and flag the
train that passed near the hotel. The train
always stopped for him.
[Reverend Bottrell died while in retirement.
He was serving the church in Richfield Center.
His wife concludes her memories as follows.]
He was happy doing this work until he became
ill again and God called him home January 27,
1950. [Italics are the Editor' s] But his work
still goes on in the lives of many young
people to whom he ministered Some are in
the ministry, others doing Christian work in
otherfields.. It's very rewarding to feel your
ministry was fruitful and worth while. Our

work goes on now in the lives of others,
especially in our own family, as my daughter
and her husband, Rev. and Mrs. Ernest
Combellack and grand-daughter and her
husband, Rev. and ltfrs. David Lutz are
serving churches in the Michigan
Conference.

***
The Cornish Miners
[In 1955 The Historical Society of the Detroit
Annual Conference, now the Committee on
Archives and History, published a booklet
entitled "History of Methodism in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan." The Publication
Committee was chaired by William C.S.
Pellowe and included John E. Marvin and
Ronald Brunger. The following quote comes
from page 15.]

The population of the Upper Peninsula
includes many national groups; some
authorities state that at least thirty-five such
groups are found there. One of the groups
which contributed much to the growth of
Methodism was that qf the Cornish miners,
When the copper mines were opened in the
1850's these men came by the thousands from
the county of Cornwall in England where they
had learned the skills of deep shaft mining for
tin and copper. Most of them were Methodist
either in membership or in preference, a
heritage from the strong influence of John
Wesley upon Cornwall in the days of the great
Methodist Revival.
As these men and their families settled in the
Copper Country --they kept corning for a
period of forty to fifty years - and later
spread into the Iron ore ranges, they gave
vigorous support to the Methodist churches.
Scores of them were Local Preachers and
Class Leaders who rendered valuable service
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in starting new congregations and Sunday
Schools. At one time eighty to ninety percent
of the congregations at Calumet, · Laurium,
Hancock, Mohawk, Bessemer, Wakefield, Iron
Mountain (First) were of Cornish extraction.
Their religious life was marked by earnestness,
a fondness for hearty singing of Wesley hymns
and devotions to the Class Meetings. They
preferred the evening service over the
morning, and it is reported that the church at
Laurium would often have one thousand
people at the evening worship service. From
this group several men entered the ministry of
the Detroit Conference.
After World War I a series of adverse
conditions struck the Copper Country prices slumped, immense stocks of copper
accumulated, and a high grade of copper ore
was discovered elsewhere in the country and
abroad. Just at this time came· the rapid
development of the automobile industry in
Detroit and thousands of the Cornish people
migrated there.
An interesting legacy from the Cornish days is
the Annual Homecoming Service held at
Central Mine, a ghost town about twenty-five
miles north of Calumet. Here at one time was
a thriving village of some five hundred people.
In 1890 the Methodist Sunday School here
reported a membership of 339.. Then came
the depletion of the mine around 1900. A
wholesale migration took place. Many of the
houses still stand, some with the furniture, just
as the people left them. These persons and
their descendants formed a Homecoming
Association and once a year they return, open
up the Methodist Church on the hillside and
hold a· service. Afterwards they picnic on the
church grounds. They have kept the church
property in good repair and freshly painted.
The 48th reunion was held in July, 1954, with

Dr. Ralph M. Pierce as preacher of the day.
[The 2001 Reunion, 96th reunion, was held in
July. Next year in July our Committee on
Archives and History will host the North
Central Jurisdiction Convocation at Houghton
and will visit the Central Mine Church among
other places.]

***
HELP IDENTIFY THE
LOWER PENINSULA CHURCHES
WITH A CORNISH CONNECTION

Next Summer, when we entertain the North
Central Jurisdiction Convocation in Houghton,
we will be focusing on the Cornish Connection
to Michigan Methodism
in the Upper
Peninsula.
I would like, in a future Historical Messenger,
to identify and highlight some of the Lower
Peninsula churches that have a Cornish
Connection. I am acquainted with a few, but
I know that there are many active and closed
churches that have had a Cornish connection.
Please send to your Editor the names and
possibly some examples of programs
sponsored by these churches.

** *
AN INVITATION TO BECOME A
FRIEND OF THE ARCHIVES

In the March 8, 1973 issue of the Michigan
Christian Advocate there was "an invitation to
become a Friend of the Archives." It began
saying that "a new organization in the Detroit
Conference, 'Fnends of the Archives,' is now
publishing its second mimeographed quarterly
paper in the field of Michigan United
Methodist history."
In 1976 your editor was the vice chair of the
Commission on Archives and History and we
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entertained the North Central Jurisdiction
Convocation on Archives and History in
Houghton.
Each year there is an ·annual
meeting at which we highlight some aspect of
Michigan Methodist History. We have
participated in the planning, writing and
publication of three books. They are "The
Methodist Church in Michigan: Nineteenth
Century," "The Methodist Church m
Michigan:
Twentieth
Century,"
and
"Methodist Indian Ministries in Michigan,
1830-1990." These are all available for sale.
We believe that many church members across
the conference might like to join this
signi:tlcant and growing movement.
All that is needed is for you to spread the word
about the Archives and urge a friend or a
Local Church History Committee to become a
member. Choose one of the membership
categories and make a check payable to
"Friends.of the Archives."
11EMBERSHJP CATEGORIES
Regular
$ 6.00 per year
Sustaining (2 years) $ 15.00
Supporting ( 5 years) $30.00
Life (one time)
$100.00
Mail the check with your name, address, and
church to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer
316 E. Michigan Ave
Clinton, Michigan 49236

***

religious story. Dr. William Quick presented
a paper that was factual, scholarly and very
stimulating.
Elmer Houser in the June 21, 1928 edition of
the Michigan Christian Advocate surveyed
Detroit Methodism. In it he wrote, "In 1856
the Detroit Conference was set off from the
Michigan Conference, taking the eastern half
of the lower peninsula, and the upper
peninsula." He pointed out that in 1860
"Detroit had five Methodist churches ... with
a membership of 700, a gain of 130 in ten
years."
In reference to the 1860-1970 decade
Reverend Houser wrote, "Three events were
outstanding: (1) Central Church began; (2)
Simpson church succeeded to Seventh Street,
and erected the brick edifice still in use; (3)
Jefferson Avenue society (not the present one
of that name) was started and a church erected
at Jefferson and St. Aubin avenues."
Reverend Houser wrote "With the beginning
of 1875 an important Methodist movement
was launched. A weekly Methodist paper, the
Michigan Christian Advocate, was started by
the Methodist Publishing Company, which
carried it on till it was taken over by the two
Michigan Conferences in 1919."
The article pointed out another significant
event in Detroit Methodism. " An important
local Methodist enterprise was started in 1890
- the Detroit Deaconess Home. Beginning in
a rented house at Clifford and Henry, with a
$1,000 gift by George 0 . Robinson, it has
grown and done a great work, and now
occupies a beautiful home at 437 Putnam
Avenue.

DETROIT CELE~RATES 300YEARS
In honor of the 300th Birthday ofDetroit, the
focus of our Annual Meeting lifted up the

We salute Detroit and Detroit Methodism on
this 300th birthday.
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[ While researching for an inquiry, I came
across the following interesting notation.]

***

HOST PASTORS FOR MICHIGAN AND
DETROIT CO~"'FERENCE ARE
BROTHERS,
1934
On January 1, 1934 Dr. William C.S. Pellowe,
pastor of the Jefferson Avenue Methodist
Church in Saginaw, wrote a letter to Henry
Hoch, Church Editor of the Detroit News. The
following is a quotation from that let1:er.
"I wonder if you have been informed from our
Methodist Headquarters in Detroit that the next
session of the Annual Conference of the Detroit
Conference will be held here at Jefferson
Avenue Methodist Church of Saginaw. Also,
that the annual session of the Michigan
Conference will be held at Petoskey.
A unique feature about this arrangement is that
my brother, Albert H. Pellowe, is the pastor of
the Petoskey church, so that for the first time in
the history of Michigan Methodism the two
conferences will be entertained the same year
by two brothers. This year will also mark the
sesqui-centennial of the official organization of
Methodism in the United States, the first
conference being officially organized in the city
ofBaltimore in 1784. So this celebration will
be a prominent part of the next sessions of
these conferences."

To my knowledge this is the only time that two
brothers were host pastors in the same year for
the Detroit and Michigan conferences."

***
REVEREND GEORGE TAYLOR
PASTOR FOR PRESIDENT
ULYSSES S. GRANT

Rev. George Taylor, pastor of Congress Street
Church, Detroit, assisted in the building of
Lee's Chapel and served as Supply }>astor until
a regular appointment was made at Conference
in 18 51. In his Detroit pastorate he became
acquainted with Lieutenant Ulysses S. Grant,
who afterward became President of the United
States. Grant often spoke of Rev. Taylor as
his Detroit pastor.
His parents, members of the Church of
England, felt very much disgraced when he
joined the IVIethodist Church, doing all they
could to dissuade him from changing his
religion, but later they came to be very proud
of their Methodist son.
Rev. Taylor was very patriotic and enlisted at
the outbreak of the war of the Rebellion. At
the Conference of 1862 he was appointed
chaplain of the eighth regiment, Michigan
Infantry; but his health failed him and he was
ordered from the field. After the war he
wanted to return to the ministry, but instead,
at the urgent solicitation ofHon. John Owen
and with the consent of the Conference, he
was made financial agent of the Michigan
Soldier's and Sailor's Monument Assn.
Almost at once failing health and the death of
his wife nearly proved fatal to him, but
gradually returned to health. In 187 5, while in
Washington, he called President Grant who
immediately sent for his baggage, insisting that
he spend the remainder of his visit to
W asbington in the White House. His closing
days were spent in reading and writing until his
eyesight became so dim that he could no
longer see to read. But his last months were
only in darkness in physical sight, his spiritual
sight growing ever clearer as he realized so
beautifully that, "at evening time it shall be
light."

